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ORIGINAL DEDICATION. 



TO 

WILLIAM PERFECT, ESQ., 

PROYIKCIAL OBAND MASTSB FOB THE COUNTY OF KENT. 

R. W. Sm, AND Brother : — ^When I consider your 
very high and respectable attainments in the science 
of Masonry, as well as of all the other arts and sciences ; 
and reflect that you should have heard the following 
small proofs of study with such a degree of partiality, 
as not only to encourage their publication, but also 
to permit their dedication to your name; I cannot 
but ascribe this condescension more to your love of 
the religious and moral parts of our Royal Order, than 
to any merit you can possibly see in those feeble pro- 
ductions, which are now delivered to your perusal. 

That this religious predilection may be continued 
to you with all its happy benefits, and may it close 
(however far distant I have every reason to wish that 
period may be), may it close your present existence 
in all its calm serenity and peace, and open your future 
state in all the fulness of everlasting felicity, prays 
very sincerely. 

Your very affectionate Brother, 
And ever obliged 

Humble Servant, 

J. mwooD. 

BaoTOBT HousB, St. Paul's, Dm>TFOKD, 
April, 1799. 
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MASONIC DOCTRINES. 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

ON THE MASONIC TESTS OF THE EIGHTEENTH GENTUBT. 
BY THE EDITOR. 

'^ It 18 strange to see with what greedinesse this ayrie chamele(m, being 
all longs and winde, will swallow a reoeite of newes, as if it were phjsi- 
call ; yea, with what frontleaae insinuation he will serve himselfe into 
the acanaintance of some knowing intelligenctn, who, trying the cask 
by his hollow sonnd, do familiarly gull him." — ^Whimziss. 

<< Ghiard thy secret from another ; intrust it not ; for he who intrmt- 
eth a secret, hath lost iV — ^Asabian PaovxaB. 

In the earliest times when the motions of the heavenly 
bodies attracted the notice of mankind, curiosity prompted 
them to make observations, to institute enquiries, and to 
endeavour to find out the reason why these luminous 
orbs moved with such regularity and exactness, and to 
discover the laws by which their singular revolutions 
were governed. By such means, in a few generations, 
ffreat discoveries were made, and abstruse speculations 
became familiar to the philosophic mind. But it is a 
question whether they were onginally actuated by any 
motive more powerful than curiosity ; and whether they 
ever entertained an opinion that their researches would 
have an effect on civilization or the general haj^iness^of 
mankind. The gratification which they derived from 
contem]>lating the beauty of the firmament, studded, on 
a dark night, with thousands of burnished stars in varioiis 
interestiuff positions, some stationary, others moving 
majestically on their accustomed course ; and all uniting 
to impress the beholder with a magnificent idea of the 
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Creator of such a wonderfiil display of worlds piled on 
worlds, till the imagination became exhausted by the 
intensity of its own reflections — appears to have been the 
extent of their wishes. 

To compare small things with great, the same course 
is pursued by too many who have been initiated into the 
Order of Freemasonry. They first perceive its rank and 
estimation in the eye of the world ; they observe that it 
sustains a brilliant reputation; and curiosity induces 
them to enter a lodge, that they may ascertain the pro- 
cess by which this reputation has been attained. The 
emblems of the craft attract the candidate's attention, as 
the stars of heaven invite the admiration of the beholder. 
He contemplates their form — he enquires their meaning, 
symbolical and moral — and, having ascertained this, he 
seeks no farther; thus losing the true beauty of the 
application, and remaining ignorant of the manner in 
which the sublime lessons which they embody operate 
to promote the influence of Freemasonry, and the benefit 
of the fraternity at large. Like a boy blowing soap 
bubbles from a tobacco-pipe, and pleased with the beauty 
•)f the colours which they display as they rise graducdly 
into the air, but totally ignorant of the science they 
displav, and of the recondite problem which he is uncon- 
sciously working out. 

Yet these symbols frequently embody the very essence, 
not only of Freemasonry, but also of the worship of the 
Deity. Bardwell, speaking of Masonry, says : — ** Reli- 
gion, being the parent of architecture — and a style, a 
symbol, device, or emblem, appropriated at first to reli- 
gion, and to nothing else — its object is to produce a 
religious abstraction or recollection in the spectator ; the 
effect is heightened by its antiquity, and a certain mys- 
tery veiling it. It follows, then, that all styles of archi- 
tecture are hieroglyphics upon a large scale, exhibiting, 
to the heedful eye, forms of worship widely differing from 
ea^h other, and proving that in almost every religion with 
which we are acquainted, the form of the temple is the 
hierogram of its G-od, or of the peculiar opinions of his 
votaries." 

Such superficial Masons reflect very little credit on the 
institution, whatever their rank in life may be ; for it is 
the internal, and not the external condition of a man that 
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Masonry regards. Our late Grand Master the Duke of 
Sussex pursued a different course. He tells us himself — 
" when I first determined to link myself with this noble 
institution, it was a matter of very serious consideration 
with me ; and I can assure the brethren that it was at a 
period when, at least, I had the power of well consider- 
mg the matter ; for it was not in the boyish days of my 
youth, but at the more mature age of twenty-five or 
twenty-six years. I did not take it up as a hght and 
trivial matter, but as a grave and serious concern of mv 
life. I worked my way diligently, passing through all 
the different offices of Junior and Senior Warden, Master 
of a Lodge, then Deputy Grand Master, until I finally 
closed it by the proud station which I have now the 
honour to hold. Therefore, having studied it, having re- 
flected upon it, I know the value of the institution ; and 
I may venture to say, that in all my transaoidons through 
life, the rules and principles laid down and prescribed by 
our Order have been, to the best of my faculties, strictly 
followed. And if I have been of any use to society at 
large, it must be attributed, in a great degree, to the im- 
petus derived from Masonry." 

And this is the course which every brother should 
pursue from the moment of his initiation, otherwise his 
Masonry will be useless to himself, and of no value to 
those whom his example ought to influence. It is but 
too true, however, that there are many who know little 
more about the real nature of the institution, than the 
cowans themselves; and this is not a complaint that 
applies exclusivey to the present period ; for it has cha- 
racterized all time. Nor does the masonic society stand 
alone in having incurious and careless members — the 
charge applies equally to all other public bodies of men; 
and even Christianity — ^blessed Christianity — all power- 
ful to the salvation of the human soul — ^is inundated with 
apathetic believers (if believers they be, notwithstand- 
ing their baptism) who make shipwreck of their faith, 
and live as though they had no responsibility, nor any 
souls to save. 

This lamentable carelessness of some who have been 
initiated into Masonry, has, in all ages, made it necessary 
to guard the avenues of our lodges with tests ; with- 
out a knowledge of which none can approach the altar 
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where the Book of Wisdom is openly displayed. Many 
candidates are satisfied with being eligible to attend the 
lodges on public and festive occasions ; to form a part of 
a procession where the honours of Masonry are exposed 
to view ; and to enjoy the credit of belonging to a society 
which has the merited reputation of doing so much good; 
of relieving the distresses of the widow ; of educating 
and clothing the destitute orphan, whether male or 
female ; of providing for the necessities of those whom 
unforseen misfortune may have cast down from a repu- 
table station in life ; of furnishing annuities for the aged, 
and an asylum to receive the worthy brother of humble 
rank, at a period of life when his energies are exhausted, 
and his strength decayed ; thus gladdening his eyes with 
a gleam of sunshine and happiness before they are closed 
for ever. 

When Masons appear in procession, the public are 
reminded of these essential benefits ; and they become 
universal topics of conversation and apprbval ; which is 
one reason why many good and wortny characters are 
induced to enter the fraternity after one of these masonic 
formalities has been exhibited. The public appearance 
of the fraternity on particular occasions has been enjoin- 
ed by the Grand Lodge, from the very revival of Masonry, 
as loieinff perfectly in keeping with the principles of the 
art ; and was observed as a great solemnity throughout 
the last century ; the highest officers of the Order not 
disdaining to be present at these interesting exhibitions; 
and the places of each officer and brother were regulated 
by law.^ 

The beauty and utility of oar processions are not at 
all affected by the fact that they were the subject of 
ridicule or pasquinade ; for the most sacred of all institu- 
tions has not escaped the censure of bad men.' The 

^ Vide Anderson's Const Ed. 1738, sab anno 1724, et passim. 

* Itot what evil impression can snch a bnrleeqae as the following 
create in any nreU-regrilated mind? It is calculated only for the Tery 
lowest mde of society — ^for those who never conld be a<unitted to the 
sacred floor of u Masons' lodge ; and, therefore, let them laugh, the Order 
lenains unscathed. The following pasoninade appeared in 1742 : " The 
solemn azMi stately procession of the Masons. Two tylera in yellow 
cockades and liveries, being the colour ordained for the Sword-Beaxer 
of state. They, as the youngest Entered Prentices, are to guard the 
Mge with a drawn sword from all oowans and eaves-droppers, i t. 
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anti-processionists of the present day, in order to throw 
discredit on the practice, compared them with the inde- 
cent orgies of the bacchanalia. Thus Fellows, an Ame- 
rican writer affsinst Masonry, says : ^* The masonic pro- 
cessions are identically the same thing as those of the 
bacchanals, but got up with more taste and reiSnement, 
owing to the influence of civilization. In these are 
carried a box or chest called the Lodge, about which 
much secrecy is pretended, and which is kept covered 
from the eyes of the profane or uninitiated. The utmost 
decorum is observed, and homage paid to the sacred con- 
tents of the mysterious chest." But processions form 
the very essence of every ancient institution which had 
the most remote alliance vnth religion ; and the excel- 
lence of Masonry, in all its degrees is derived, in a great 
measure, from processional observances. Each private 
ceremony is attended by some processional movement ; 
and public processions are used on the most solemn occa- 
sions. We visit the house of God in public to ofier up 
our prayers and praises for mercies and blessings ; we 
attend vol a body to show the world our mutual attach- 
ment as a band of brothers ; we are arranged in a set 
form, to exhibit the beauty of our system, constructed 
on the most harmonious proportions, and modelled into 
a series of imperceptible grades of rank, which cement 
and unite us in that indissoluble chain of sincere affection, 
which is so well understood by Master Masons, and blend 
the attributes of equality and subordination in a balance 
so nice and equable, that the concord between rulers and 
brethren is never subject to violation, while we meet on 
the level and part on the square. 

Added to tne credit of being a member of such an 
institution, some superficial Masons attend the lodge for 

Iktenere, lest they should disoover the incompreheiunbte mysteries of 
Masonry. A grand ehoros of instnunents ; to wit— four sadcbntSi or 
cows' horns; six Hottentot hautboys; four tinkling cymbals, or tea 
canisters with broken glass in them ; fonr shoyels and brashes ; two doa- 
ble bass dripping pans ; a tenor frying pan ; a salt box in dekisol ; and 
a pair of tabs. Bajjged Entered Prentices, properly clothed, giving the 
token and the word. The eqaipage of the Grand Master, beinff neatly nastv, 
delicately sqoalid, and magnificently ridicolons, beyond all homan boands 
and conoeiTings. On the right the Grand Master Poney, with the ooai- 
pa spoB for Ms lewd, appendant to a bloe ribbon roand his neck, ike." 
Ohe jam satis 1 
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the sake of its refreshments, to which they are inordi- 
nately attached; when in fact refreshment is only in- 
tended as a subordinate item in the practice of Masonry. 

1 am quite ready to admit that the hour of refreshment 
is very attractive, which is probably the reason why so 
many prefer it to the grayer business of the lodge. It 
has been said that man is not by nature a working 
animal ; and the proposition is illustrated by the dism- 
clination of those who have fallen desperately in love 
with masonic refreshment, to participate freely in its 
labours. For such Brethren as these, a certain portion 
of masonic knowledge, as a test to secure their admission 
to the lodffe in all its degrees, becomes indispensable ; 
otherwise they would be Masons in nothing but the name. 
And although these tests may appear abstractedly, very 
trivial in their nature and tendency, yet they have fre- 
quently led to something better ; because their signifi- 
cation is usually recondite, and embodies matters of 
much greater import than their exterior appears to 
promise. 

One cogent reason why our Brethren of the last cen- 
tury adopted a series of tests ix> distinguish the cowan 
from the true and faithful Brother, is found in the fact, 
that the entire system of speculative Masonry is con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures. The Old Testament 
presents us with its history and legend, its types and 
symbols ; and the New Testament with its morality, and 
tne explanation of those allegorical references which were 
a sealed Book until the appearance of the Messiah upon 
earth, and the revelation of his gospel. Now as the 
particular tests where all this information might be 
found, were freely circulated amongst the Brethren in 
manuscript if not in print,^ a few stray copies might get 
into the hands of uninitiated persons, ana a superficial 
knowledge of our references might be thus attained ; and 
without some certain tests, as a means of detecting im- 
posture, a bold man, even with such slight pretensions, 
might have succeeded in introducing himself m to a lodge, 

' I have in mj poeaession a MS. of this kind, written about the year 
1764 ; it contains upwards of a hondred and fifty texts, with their respeo- 
tive references : and a copy of another, written abont the year 1780, 
0(mtuD8 nearly a hundred tesrts, many of them diftriog from the 
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where the officers were careless about the admission of 
visitors, and the Senior Entered Apprentice was remiss 
in the discharge of hia duties ; and once there, he would 
see enough to qualify him to repeat the experiment ; and 
thus would become enabled to reveal truths which were 
not bound upon his conscience by any obligations to 
secrecy. Besides this, the world was inundated with 
spurious and worthless publications,^ which professed to 
reveal all the mysteries of Masonry. These booKs undoubt- 
edly contained some truths — some wheat amongst the 
chs^B^but they were so deeply imbedded in an undigested 
mass of error and absurdity, that no one who had not 

Sassed the north-east angle of a lodge, could possibly 
isentangle truth from falsehood; and therefore these 
pamphlets were rather beneficial to the Order, because 
they contributed to lead the illegal enquirer into a false 
path, which was sure to terminate in a wilderness where 
Ignorance and confusion reigned, and where his ideas 
would be lost in a maze of ever varying conjecture. 

Bishop Earle says there were in his days (and we are 
not without them) a class of meddlers, who " thrust 
themselves violently into all employments, unsent for, 
unfeed, and many times unthanked ; and his part in it 
is only an eager bustling that rather keeps ado than does 
anything. He will take you aside and question you 
of your afiair, and listen with both ears (cowan like) and 
look earnestly, and then it is nothing so much yours as 
his."^ If such an one, by any accident, should stumble 
upon some trifling masonic truth, his knowledge was 
counterbalanced and rendered useless by the absence of 
correct instruction as to the manner of communicating 
it ; for the technicality of our mode of communication 
constitutes an unchanffeable test which forms an insuper- 
able obstacle to the admission of any uninitiated person ; 
and it is that alone by which a true Brother can succeed 
in making himself known as a Mason. 

The author of the Freemason's Lexicon very truly 
observes, '* some of the ceremonies of initiation, and ex- 
planations of many of the symbols made use of by the 
ancients in their mysteries, have been discovered and 
printed, and our chiefs and rulers must expect that thi» 

' See Golden BenmiDg, vol. i., p. 17. * Microcosmogn^by, bdn 
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will also be the case with respect to Freemasonry ; but 
those ceremonies and symbols cannot be the true secrets 
of Freemasonry ; they bear in themselves sufficient proofiEi 
of their insufficiency to bind mankind to the Order, espe- 
cially that class whom we find most devotedly attached 
to it ; viz. the most liberal, the most enlightened, the 
most wise, and the most truly pious amongst the family 
of mankind. The Christian reliffion hath also its sym- 
bols. The bull is an emblem of strength, and the lamb 
of patience; but the man whose knowledge of the 
Christian religion extends no further than to be able to 
state the names of the various emblems which are used, 
and what those emblems represent, has no great reason 
to pride himself upon his knowledge of the Christian 
religion, and much less claim has he to the comforts and 
hopes held forth to the true disciples of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. Even so is it with a knowledae of the 
ceremonies of Freemasonry, and of the symbols used in 
those ceremonies — the sbcret is of a more exalted and 
refined nature.'* 

The unmerited hostility with which Freemasonry was 
assailed by all classes of people during almost the whole 
of the last century, and the idle objections which were 
raised to impede its progress, constituted another sound 
reason which induced the fraternity to guard their exclu- 
sive privileges, and protect their recondite secrets with 
tests of such a peculiar nature as to set at defiance all the 
attempts of cowans and unworthy persons to penetrate 
the mystery which was so carefully guarded. Those who 
flattered themselves that they had acquired some slight 
knowledge of the institution, were paralized by the e^^t- 
ence of a regulation which threw them immeasurably 
back upon their pristine ignorance, and defeated their 
exertions to recover their former position, which, in reality, 
was nothing more than a false light that had no existence 
but in their own heated imagination. The lodges were 
freely open to men of honour and integrity ; but there 
existed a feverish desire to acquire a knowledge of masonic 
secrets without the process of initiation ; and it was the 
disappointment which attended all their effi>rts to ac- 
complish this illegal purpose, that converted neutrals into 
enemies, and augmented the ranks of our opponents with 
active and rancorous partisans. 
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There w no iMtanee on record in'tte MiMtf^ IBie 
worlds wbere any pablic body of inen hare beeii 66 moch 
▼itaperated, ana* hare ^ichiiNFted the* same forbearanee. 
Brotherly love and charity form the bjEusk of the Oi4er» 
Andtbe brethren of the last ceotury practised tbese subr 
^me virtues in their purity* It was a saying of Socrates 
thtlt the duty ofa man is ''to do good to bis friends, and 
to mitke friends of his eAemies/^ This conduct was pur- 
sued by the Freemasons with the most triumphant suc- 
cess* ' They engaged in ^o controversy ; and when theT 
bondescended to reply to any calumny, it was witA 
mildness and oourtesy — thus snowing that the princinlea 
which were inculcated in the lodge, were reduceq tQ 
practice in their intercourse with the world ; and demonr 
sirating, beyond all conti'adiction, that the truths of 
Hasonry were operative, and produced a beneficial effecl 
upon the mind and manners of those favoured few, who 
bad been admitted witkin the sacred precincts of the 
Iodffe,to Imbibe the beneficent instructions of hnmanit^ 
ana benevolence, froin the fountain head of wisdom and 
eiperience. - . ^ 

Tbe diasonjic tests of difiPerent ages have varied jBtf 
considerably; and there are f^w brethren of oar own 
times who would be able. to interpret the. following, 
which constituted the tests at the b^nnin^ of the last 
opntury. They were not, X believe, limped by the 
Grand Lodge, who, generally speakmg, \e(t theit manr 
agement to the discretion of the brethren ; and t know 
ot no test which . obt^ned the public sanction of the 
Grand Lodge, except that unfortidiate change of land* 
marks in 1740, which drew down upon thm iba ocBoua 
ume of Medium Masons* 

jtbqothatX . ' 

Wbat M lb» pkM» of tke SsBior )fintm4, Avp^^ 
; Whati*retJ»Jlxedlight#? ^ 

" BdW onghi tike Maater to be Mrted? 

Whftt is tbe pmushmdni of a oo#ait T 

Wlxat is the bone boae box ? ^ 

How 10 it said to be opened onlj witli iTOiy kej§7 , 

Bt what is tbe kej aanended ? 

W hat is the ok>thing of a Kssoa r 

Whatisthebrftod? 

How Utfb was the door d the alidfle CMuberf 

What dovftiB stone nell err . . . * -^ . / 



the same of a F C. 
1m name of M M. 
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' These questions may be considered Irivial, but 14 
reality fhey were of great importance, aiid included some 
of the profoundest mysteriet of the craft. Nothing ought 
to be pronounced trifling until its merits have been can- 
didly examined, and its claims to notice fairly investigated. 
If, after such a process, they turn out to be WiMrthless, 
let them be rejected, and their pretensions scattered to 
the four winds of heaven. It is, however, true in physics 
as well as in morals, that the most insignificant thinp, 
according to outward appearance, often possess an m- 
herent value which is unappreciable by common natures; 
The diamond, when taken from the mine, is a small, 
rough, and unsightly stOne; but it contains, under such 
an unpromising exterior, a gem of the highest value. A 
single drop of croton oil, or prussic acid, under proper 
restrictions, contains virtues of incalculable worth; but 
if misapplied'bv ignorant practitioners, is pregnant with 
tbe most alarming and fatal effects. 

In like manner, a single masonic question, how puerile 
soever it may appear, is frequently, in the hands of aa 
expert master of the art, the depository of most import- 
ant secrets, the just application of which will materially 
contribute to promote tbe best interests of mankind^ 
both temporal and spiritual; but when placed at the 
disposal or a cowan, however he may have acquired pos- 
session of its ordinary meaning, will end in nothing less 
than an exposure of ms ignorance, and will consequently 
overwhelm him with shame and disgrace. 

The tests used ubout the middle of the century, vailed 
considerably from the above ; for, although some of the 
questions correspond with them, the answers were verr 
Afferent. I have not been fortunate enough to meet with 
a correct list of these tests, but the following formed a 
portion of them ; and I have reason to believe that the 
uutial letters were omitted. 

How oofbt a Mason to be clotlied? 
Wlieo were yoa bora ! 
Where were yon bom 7 
How did yon besr «lie bi9iiid r 
' WbflM is tlM lodge BUnatea r 



With what have 70a wadcAd ? 
What do joQ mean by acacia ? 
How old are you ? 

The use of tests has ever 1>eeh considered as a matter 
of great importance amongst the fVaternity ; and hence 
they have always been carefully taught to every initiated 
brother as he advanced in masonic knowledge, proceed** 
ing gradually through the degrees of symbolical Masonry, 
A separate portion of the tests was committed to him at 
each step ; out the explanation of those which were at- 
tached to a superior degree was withheld until he was 
fully qualified to receive it, by being passed or raised. 
These tests were something like the conundrums of the 
present day— difficult of comprehension — admitting on^ 
of one answer, which appeared to have no direct corres* 
pondence with the question, and applicable only in con* 
sonance with the mysterious terms and symbols of the 
i&stitution. 

The tests, or qualification-questions in use at the latter 
end of the century, I can speak about with greater eer^ 
tainty, because they were propounded at my own initi»» 
tion, and I studied them with great diligence. 

When , are 70a travelliiif to ? 

Jtre joa a Maso0? 

Hew do you know ihat? 

How wffl you prove that to me ? 

Wkece weve 70a oiade a Mason f 

When wove yon made a Mason T 

By whom were yon made a Maaon 7 

From whence do yon oome? 

What Teeommendation da yon brini^ f 

Any other geeammsndiUaiwi t ' 

Where are the aecreto of Masonry h»ptf 

To whom do yon deliver them T . 

' How do yon delivef them ? 

in what maonflr do yon serve yovr MJAster ? 

What is your name ¥ 

What is the sametOf yonr son ? 
' If a brother were lost, whers would yon look tot hte T 

How should yon e:epeet to ibd him clothed ? 

Hov blows a Mason's wind 7 

WhydoQsitthnBbl9w7 
; Whatfene«it7 

. Thes^^^itajitieiit i^peat to imi^% baisa divided into tkree 
seetioDa in. sevan fmnit Mcbi bnt ftot aeoandiag to the 
flagreea.'i Tfapy a^ aai« ia tlie iMitort of irtlMiM^ 



being oonfined to its cvwa appropriate cIms» Tbeyvrbrm 
iometimes engraven or printed on tardu.' for more eon* 
venient reference ; and the copy which was presented to 
xne at my initiation by my masonic sponsor (tor it will be 
Yecollected that I wias a minor,) was engraven^ and is- 

{ued by one of the town lodges, which I have reason to 
lelieve is now extinct. 

'. Jhese tests are doubtless of great utility ^ but in their 
^election, a pure and discriminating taste has not bean 
alwayi^ used. And as there waj» no authoritative law for 
%heir regulation,, much was necessarily, left to the dis- 
bretion of the. Masters of lodges, and there are reasons 
for believing that a strict uniformity has not been always 
observed* In some of the American lodges a test occurs 
which is probably unsanctioned by authority. Where 
does the Master hang his hat? The French hact — Comr 
ment £tes-vous entr^ dans le Temple de Salomon ? This 
)s a very amusing employment if the object is merely 
lvder$ aim luce; but there is too much levil^ about it 
ever to become an admitted landmarl^ of th^ Order. 

In the attalificatiou questions now in use, amongst the 
lodges, wnioh it will be unnecessary to introduce here^ 
because they are in every Mason's hands, we discover a 
decided improvement over any of their predecessors ; and 
the gradual process to their present perfection may be 
intelligibly traced by a scrutiny of the tnree former smes. 
Johnson says, in his preface to his edition of Shakespeare* 
that " antiquity, like every other quality that attracts the 
notice of mankind, has undoubtedly votaries that rever- 
ence it, not from reason, but from prejudice. Some seem 
to admire indiscriminately whatever has beei tong^pe- 
•erved, without considering that time has sometimes 
co-operated with chance. All, perhapst are more willing 
to honour past than present excellence; and the mind 
contemplates genius through the shades of age, as the 
eye surveys the sun through artificial opacity.'*^ In our 
case, however, the advantage is decidedly m &voar of 
the modems ; the arrangement is Sjoperior^ and the selec- 
tion of questions more appropriate. The great moralist 
goes on to say — *^as among tne works of nature no man 
4W propetly eall a rives d«p» er a aiDiiDtam kif^ with- 
^Ht the Jmawledge «f saany uonataioB and, many rivenni 
mw tlM ii«»diiQiti(N».<tf e^aim aotfaibig wn b» atjded 
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acellent tfll it has beeti compared with ortfaer woriiii of 
the same kind. Demonstration immediately displays its 
power, and has nothing to hopp or fear from the flux of' 
years i but works, tentative and experimental, must be"^ 
estimated by their proportion to the general and oolleo- 




enquiry which applies to the subject 
intelligent Masons of various periods appear to have' 
drawn up each th^ir series' of tests; and it is only by' 
oollating and comparing one with the other, that we can 
determine accurately which is entitled to the preference. 

Oar system of tests possesses an advantage which its' 
predecessors wanted. It has Hi^ public sanction of 19ie ' 
Orand Lodge; and therefore admits of no Variation 
throughout all the lodges under its iurisdiction. ^ 

The Masons of the last century had another ISnd of' 
test, or rather qualification, which was appKed to oandi-' 
dates for admission into the Order. It is thus 6xpres«»f: 
in the first printed Book of Constitutions, and is repeiited' 
in all others'; "The men made Masons must be free 
borOf or no bondmen, of mature age and 6f good report, 
hate and sodnd, not deformed or dismembered it the 
time of their making. Bat no waman, no eunuch. He * 
son of honest parents, a perfect yotith, witlhota maim Of^[ 
d^ect in his icwty." 

This test appears to cast an indirect reflection on the 'i 
works of our Almighty Creator; and therefore the W^' 
sons of the present day hftve Expunged it from the statute' 
bookj because a man's morals are not determined by; 
pb]rsical defect of his body. In feet it appears to hb 
opposed to the direct commands of the gospel; for* 
Cnrist himself pronounced the loss of a member of the* 
body of less consequence than that of a single ^rtue cfi' 
affection of the mind. " If thy right eye offend thee, ' 

i>luck it out and cast it from thee ; for it is profitable 
or thee that one of thy members should perish, and not* 
that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if' 
thy right hand offend thee, 'out it off and cast it ftom)^ 
tfiee ; for it is profitable for thee that one of thy mem-' 
bers should pensh, and not that thy whole body should^ 
be cast into hell."* 

' • *4fttii r. W, SO. 



TlTe truth is, thb j^;ulatlon waa aever ioteeded to be., 
introduced into Specvladve Masonry, tts appearance in 
the Constitutions, however, shows how fi^tmullj tbej 
were transmitted from the most ancient times ; when^ 
in the details of operative Masonry, the want of an arm 
or leg constituted a physical defect which prevented a 
man from practising tne mechanical part of the trade or 
calling, and would nmke him a mere drone in the hive. 
And therefore whep our ancient brethren, how talented 
soever they might be, w^e * obliged to serve the usual 
time as Apprentices, and Fellowcrafts, or Journeymen, 
before their senius wa^ allowed to expand itself in the 
character of Masters or architects, it was found impos- 
sible to admit those to a participation in the work, who 
were di^ie^bled by nature to mount a ladder, to handle a 
trowel, or to make a correct application of the SQuare« 
leveli or plumb-rule, for the purpose of trying and cor- 
recting the irregular angles ofa building — of laying lines 
and proving horizontals— and of adjusting uprights on* 
t^eir oasis, to bring rude matter into due form. 

it was by this mborious process that the architect or 
Master Mason of the middle ages rose to distinction. No 
work of art, says Carl Menzel, oan ever be produced by 
s^ill and understanding alqne; the inspiration of the 
artist ever has been and ever must be the source of that . 
which confers aesthetic value on his production. ." A 

Sieoe of architecture, in which there are any manifesta- 
OQ0 of genius, is worked out in the same manner as a 
poem. Invention, or the. ground idea of the subject, 
must come first $ and it is to this conception of the 
£uicy, that technical skill is afterwards to be applied, so 
as to work it up, and to render practical in construction ' 
what is originally the mere apprehension of beauty. 
This is the only true process. By adopting the oppo- 
site, we may indeed be able to obtain a structure in 
every respect well suited to its destination ; but it can 
never possess that mysterious charm which genius alone 
can bestow ; nor will it ever warm the beholder to ad- 
miration, althouffh he may not be able to deny that the 
builder has performed all that utility requires, or niere 
reason ought to demapd."^ 

« 
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For €heie itesotw ft vnm attaiiaftig regnhtum tifUlbi 
eraft, that every Appretftice, *' be free bom, and of liinbe 
whole as a v^ ought to be, and no bastard, and that 
no Master or fellow take no allowance to be made Mason' 
witbont the assent of his fellows, at the least six or seven. 
That he that be made be able in all degrees ; t. e., free 
bom, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that' 
he have his right limbs as a man ought to have." The 
above regulation is taken from a MS., copied in the reign' 
of James, and now in the custody of the Lodge of Anti* 
quity* But it is a custom of a much higher date, and 
may be tmced back to the tenth century. A MS. in the 
British Museum, of this date, states the regulation in 
these words — 

Ths Ibrwrthe arfyeal thys moste Ym, 
nuii 41m msytter lijm iml be— SB, 
That be no bondemoD pien^ milis, 
Ky for DO coTetyse do lijm take ; 
By olde tyme wryten r-fynde, 
Imt tke prentes Bchnlde be of mtyl kjads i 
And 80 sofliQFiDe'gTete loi^ blod 
Toke thp gemetr ▼ tliat ys ml good. 
The fyfthe artyciil ys swythe good. 
Bo that the prentes be of laWhl blod ; 
The mByflter schal not, ibr no taatage 
Make BO prentes that yt outrage ; 
Hyt ys to mene, ae ye mowe here, 
That he have hys Ijinee hole aUe y-lbre ; 
To the cfaft hyt were mt sohame, 
Tbmakiahak^mofianiaiami, 
For an anparfyt moQ of saehe blod, 
Schdde do the craft but lytnl good. 
Thiks ye mowe knowe eyerychoa, 
' The ciaft wdde have a myghty moo ; 

A maymed mon he hath no myght, 
Te mowe hyt knowe loQge ger my^iL 



Hue regulatioii is worse than useless in £toeoulathrtf 
Masonry, and has been very judidouily rescinaed. Tb^ 
only tests or qui^ifieations which are now required in af 
candidate finr tne faoDOon of Masonry are that ** he muti' 
be a free man, and his own master ; and at the time of-' 
iaitiatMn be known to be in reputable dreumstanees.^ 
He Aould be a lover of the liberal arts and sciences ; 
unbiassed by the improper soliettation of friends, unin- 
flimead by megeeaayy or other unwortfay moljma^ ia4 



M tf p yt^ mMj by ft ffti^nmbla' <9U»¥» ^ IbliinfM^- 
^m|kii4 % oeairQ ofkqowIedgQ.'^ ^ , - 
Qur ^aosatlwtic bf^tbreii^, however^ u|^er8tap4 tlHi^ 

tbeae« That it i9 '^ ooe.of tbe oldest regulatioiyi ^ ow- 
^dent craft, and arises firom tbe originally operative 
i^tv^f of our institution.. Whatever okgections some 
i^^tra-liberal bfetbren mav mal^s to tbe uuobaritabla^ 
natuire of a law wbicb exclude^ a virtuous man from our 
fellowsbipi b^ca^ae he has been unfortuuate enougb to 
los^ a leg or an arm, we have no right to discuss tbe 
questioiv ' '^be regulation constitutes one of the^ many 
p^vdWities that distinguish our society from all otbeni ; 
its existence continues to connect the present ^p#Ottla^ 
tive with tbe former operative character of tbe mstitn- 
tion ; it is an important part of our hiatc^ ; and is, in 
short, by universal eonsent, ene of the landmarks of th^ 
Order. It can never, therefore, be cfaan^^Gt"* Hence, 
in their constitutions, the physical disabilit^s are thus 
described: ^ Qf sufficient. natural endowments, and tbe 
senses of a man ; vrith some viaible way of acquiring an 
konest livelihood, and of working in his craft, as becomes 
tbe members of this most ancient and honourable fra- 
ternity, who ought not only to earn what is sufficient 
for themselves and fiuaitiee, but likewise something to 
spare for works of charity, and supporting the true 
m^nity of the roy^ craft. Every person desiring adr 
mission, must also be upright in body, not deformed <Hr 
dismembered at the time of making ; but of bale and 
tatire limbs as a man ought to be/^^ In France the 
test simply is, '*i\ul ne pourraetre pr^sent^ auz ^preuves' 
d*App • - . s'il n'est d'nn dtat libra et s'il n'a re^n una 
^ucation bonn^te.'^ 

The existence of tests in any society or body of men, 
p ni nf^'Hrndt suck an •icisoeiBtio& ia ezcliisiTe both in its 
islnal atMi in its observances; andit-is tkiBsMribMtein. 
SroiiMMnry ^iob has indneed tbe question to be mskloii' 
"^ tbe insfcKfeutioM be so very boMAeial to soeietyV iHij* 
not kgr it open to* tbe world, 'tiiat all men aaajr eeO thai 
UfMI Tbe answeia to tbia enquiry sm so abnmmf ihaifc 
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* ChioM. Of I^lNfeior KftnAdMra, K. 
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it will be unneeeBsary to repeat them here, as they Will 
be found in many of the following disoourses very ably 
handled. It will be sufficient to add briefly in this place, 
that if other distinguishing characteristics of the society 
are worth preserving, such as order, harmony, brotherly 
lore, &c., with the other essential virtues of Ijfasonry, 
then the attribute of exclusiveness must be preserved 
with them ; for, if one be sacrificed, the remainder can- 
not be prevented from falling into desuetude ; and Free- 
masonry would become an institution deprived of its 
responsibility and bereft of its advantages ; and, like all 
other associations, which admitted of the encroachments 
of innovation, the sacrifice of its principles would soon 
pvoduoe its utter extinction as a moral and social inatitu^ 
tion. 



SERMON. I. 
UNION AMONGST MA80N8. 

9BBAOHB0 AT a&ATB8BM>, JVNB 24, 179S» ON TBM 
OSJUBBBATION OF fiX^ JOHN TflB BAPTI97. 

" Si'w, ye are brethren" 

Acts yil, part of the S6th Teno. 

Thb great desire of that part of the world, who are 
not yet initiated in the Masonic Order, is, to be acquainted 
with that grand secrecy,^ by which so many men of diiSer- 
ent nations, languages, dispositions, views, stations, and 
interests, are, above all other societies in the universe, so 
united in one undivisible chain of friendship and brother- 
hood; andt because this secret still remains perfect and 
entire, withiti the limits of the Order, some ridicule us» 
some slander us, and some are splenetic enough to sur* 
ifiise much evil of us, and totally to condemn us.' But, 

^ A sonikyr s^Btem, oslM by the Greeks Qnph {yi^tfve) sad bjr tbs 

or riddksy or oonnncfannns, by whidi tnitb was yeiled in sMegory tmd 
iBwrtnted bysymbokb Thus, of a ttodow^it wasaBid : ''I am Tery kne 
aA my Invtli, small at matarity, and larse in old age.'' Again, *'wiiatV 
titakt whieh is st oiioe foond on the earth, in ttte sea, and in the lie»TensT 
The dog. tbeserpeoi, the bear." The names of tiiese animals havbg 
beeDmentocertaiB oonsteUattons* 8ee move of this in Bartfaefemi^ 
Trftrasof Anaohania. (YoL iv., p; 37a) 

•These eensans hftte,«ltepimBi time, almost dissppeared. It is 
seldom that m find any one bold enongh to moense Masonry of piriB-. 

.,_.,. « , ^ Its ehawcterhmi been too wdlestaWihed 

moral and eetetifie {Ntfsnits, oontfrmsd bf * 
wiben. FressBMonry has taken its pesHiott- 
as a beae^olsBt sooiBCgrf snd, from its naiveMa appUoatioa and eztensitv 
*' **' .-*-.. iftcBttttsortsof-^wsfc '•• 
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believe me, all ye who are not Masons believe me, as one 
who dare nbt speak falsely before' the awful presence of 
Almighty God, the Q-rand Architect of the heavens and 
the earth ; believe m^, that the royal Order of Masonry, 
however secret, from its most early institution to the 
present moment, has nothing belonging to it, but what 
IS so far from giving birth or growth to the commission 
of any thing inconsistent with the strictest parts of our 
holy religion, whether it respects our duty to Qod or 
man f yea, so far is it from any thing of this, that every 
part of it, if duly followed, has a direct tendencsy to en- 
force, and to encourage, 'the pet6>rm<ibce of every one 
i)( its most holy precepts : nor do I know a more promi- 
ntet and distinguishing feature it possesses, than Hmt' 
which our text aifords us, fb^ description and vnforoe^ 
ment, i. e. " Sirs^ ye are brethren.^^^ 

As Christians, as Englislimen, nay, as members of any 
society, you mast know, unless you are ignorant of every 
thing that is ^ood, and amiable, and pleasant, you wfnt 
know the utility, the beauty, and the perfection of union» 
or unity amongst men : and though any species of unity, 
may possess very great mystery, you must know, at the^ 
same time, that no mystery <yan of itself be the cause of 

' • In &ct it stronfflv enforces the dtitied we owe to Ood, oar neigtbonr/ 
aiid oari^YQB. 'tkA is the firet lesson wUch is teutfhtto^ft oandldate 
adb his initiation ; and ke who Ihils-to dhoh^z^go these dotieB psopeily, Ifr 
neither a Mason nor a Ohmtiaa* 

*The active and intelligent P. G. M. for Dorset, Bro. Tacker, in an 
excellent ^>eech at Weymontili) 1846, thus describes Freeniiteomy : " Tiar 
institution is holy in its parposes ; it brings ns into immediate fellowship 
with the ]>iw0 Anthor ^ onr beingr; it iMracU tm 1k>w te wiftUs.ao- 
Obptablj with 'Him ; it toaches-ns a pwe and holy fisith, by^irifich xt is: 
said the jnst shall live; it points na to a bope &I1 of immortelitgf and 
gkiry ; it in^iras na^rith a heavenly charity, para, dmntsiested, and «n- 
aUc^ ; it enables qs to £i!<ee the soid from tnei donfeian of pride tmdT 
poyodke, to lobk beyond the isMmM limits of partiookr iastttatiMfl; 
even to the throne of God himself. Wkat trae ICasoa can * * « 
nithoat dinetug' hir thooghts to the contemplation of the hmmaiy. 
n^stetyt finim which we ace aatonHyledtaadmiiatediWnspeitetiim 
and attributes of the Great Jeboyao^ his self-existence^ faia atmat god-- 
hea^ his I0V8 ani goodness to man. FnMBageBnii2e.Wtii,«ndaaim- 
paias- beymid imt own atiength, we aracoaapeiled to adose. I tiaat I- 
dmll mA ba eonridsnd as trespaarfag too mnoh on yovr time^ or m 
tmliapibaAUsottBtoaaaEiMsapDiiiiaf nm; forltemoielsgbadj' 
]?teeiuiaoniy) lia mofe^I am eonvlnoed MiMa ai^|^ttaUy-iSidMiriied^aa'»* 
xiligfaB of HwU; or aa one of those, gnat sanana aawlioaed hgr tha» 
A]Bughl7 to iBMOle^hejMor^aaMm^ mMo o£i4^ 
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107 m«iieiia}'4Afa6t to thelmii^; Imti in nifmy i]iBteac6% 

Stittjro.Uy tends to aM mueb toits^ p<rf(ieiioit and' ezegV^ 
icy. By way of deBoriptiaa of this auertioii, let me 
a«kt cau you describe satis&etorily te yottrselves^ the 
great mystery of the unity of the Trinity^ which is so 
essentkliy the glofy of the ineemprebeonble Deity f* 
Tou must aoaweJCi 9o! And will yeu, then» like many 
fi^hionable and dangerous fisuuitics and philosopfaers ca 
iike pre^nt di^, condemn tfaat'imion Wame you an 
igiioiwt of the cause, method, or maQver of its unity, or 
how it {HrQdi^ee8 titat gracLd-effect \mm the hamte mind^ 
sq^hich it has fot ^ges past efibcted? Surely, no I here« 
then^ is a proof that there may be ffreat my^ry in unity, 
and the itnity so far from b^g condemnable on account of 
its mystery^ that, sure, no one dare deny but that tt is 
infinitely and eternally peifect.^ ' * s ^ r 

A^^ain, . observe a Tory grfioit exeellenCT of u^ien in a 
^UtteiJ seose. Perhaps the history of man nowhere 

^J^ t)ie mid^ ages tbB Trinity io Unity was rspreBented Sn tiie*faivi 
of an sged mask, to repreeeot the FatUer, we^brioff a crown, aeaifced ia ^ 
doads.and holcnng forth a cnicifbc, or the Son of Man suspended 'from a 
erosB, ior the sign of salvation ; while the dove, as a symbol of the Holy 
Qliosly hoi!C(ni om them. In speaking of this representation, Lora 
Xiindsay, in his observations^ Ohrisiiai) Art ^voL i^ p. .74), thosapeaks ; 
^ The outlines of ihe Saviour freqoeotly lUl witbm thos9 of the Fa(^<M^ 
probably to denote thet unity of the Godhead. This is one of the later 
eod&poBuioQs of the Byaaatfne eyele ; but, once introduced^ it was eon- 
Sftanlly reitamfced, an^ adopted with bet little variation' both sontii and 
Sisxttk of the Alp. The sublknity of ^oaoeptioh is ondemahte, and I 
should be loth to impute irreverenoe to Cnnstkins for. attempting to 
rendies vuible to the eye the forms dimly suggested to the ear by the 
inyvterisns imagery of the prophets ; nevertheless this is a theme too 
avfiil fer art to touoh spoh,aad the earlier artists showed a wise homillty 
in abstain&nglrQm the sepreaenlatiott of thar Father, eKcepft, syaritMiicall)^ 
by a hand from heaven, or,-draniatiiGaUy, in tiie person of his Image ana 
Word-^ths Son, Jesoa Obamt,*' 

* This was a great myatecy in the Sporions fVeenisaonr^r, although H 
|s poflsihle that some Pytiiagoreans, wiping to present ns with a seiwibfo 
uns^, of the action at God upon all nature, have thought thafe he exists 
undivided in «rary phios» and that hi bforms the univt^se, as enr soul 
informs the body. In hci^ it is not from some eqnivocal expsessloai; 
fttd a long tndn of principles and consecroeQces^ tlmt we must judge of 
the real sf^ntiinenti oi P^rthagorai; but by his pntetiGal morality, and 
enpeoiaUy by that institntion whieh he fonndedi of a moral fratermt^, ia 
)Kmt he Blade it one of the)»rinoipal.dQtiea of the brethren tomeditats 
eathsfilvinit^., to .oenslder themselves as being always hi his piesenoe^ 
sndtonwrithislhvonnbytarionskindiof abstinenes^by psa^, ^-^^ 



pfbrds « any iflfcrttfaiibD, ef any period, tike ti|ie pre^ 
cent, of national tinity in onr natioMl politics; and I 
beseech yoti fro<n what soaroe, like tlais union, could we 
possibly expect any tolerable degree of success againUi 
the danng attempts of foreign foes, who have opened 
their mouths against us, to swallow us up like roario^ 
Kons ; or from domesti^ ene^iies, who, like drocodiles, 
baTe- endeavoured to ensnare us, or, like snakes, have 
jeadeavQured to destroy us?^ Sai^ly from no source, 
i»ext to the interference of Divine Providence, like this 
union c^ senftiment, could we hope for success* Has it 
not been as a sword in ^e bosom pf tte foYm^, to wound 
their growing M^irit of mischievous intentions, and has 
it not been a deadly poison in the heart of the latter, to 
smother, at least for the present, the kiddling flame <tf 
their treasonable projects against our dearest piivilej^esf 
>And ev£^ this pofitic&l union is not witiiout its mastery. 
It » almost an undiscoverable mystery, thatH nation, fld 
averse to its present engagements of war and tumult^ 
.botli from interest and humanity of sentiment, should 
«lmost universally unite to encourage, supj^rt, and con^ 
tinue the utmost exertions of that, which naturAlly 
exhausts our wealth, draws rivers of tears from many 
^f our fellow-creatures' eyes, and giv^ every disagree^ 
able seilsation to all the feelings of our national aivd 
Christian humanity. ' And yet, mejthinks, all circi>m^ 
stances considered, all must confess, that this unity of 
sentiment, thoueh accompanied With this mystery, is 
Yery commendable, and we, as indi^viduals of il|is great 

' Ai this period the country wiu torn in pieces by faotloa. CTDqniet 
l^irite were alurosd la e^enr 6bnier of t£e.Jbnd, sowiar dSsaJfEBCtioft 
amoitfst the. pet^, atid iaoning them to deeds of nriscfaief, Vhicb, if 
they Cftd not Men ti]nel)r defeated, wonld have placed this foir coanti^ 
at the mercy of a foreign inrader. And this was sa mach spprehendBO, 
at one time^ that a ^>ecific address was -made to the operatives from a 
high quarter, that their eyes might be opened to the oooseqoenees. The 
writer ittstly argoeSf that ** there is a class of workmen who may perhaps 
think tbat tnese evils would n<^ a£foct them. I mean Joomeymen car- 
penters, bricklayets, masonsv and all other artifleersy who form a valoalda 
part of the commantty. But t^iie^ is a most lamentable mistake. Let it 
only be asked, what is it that gives them employment? The answer is, 
lhartAUtof theoonntry. And what is the canse of those riches? Why, 
trade aad commerce^ A^ then, what woald be the oonseqnence of 
lemoving that trade and that coinmeree to France ? They most answer 
yov, natioaaT baakniptGy, poverty, and min. Wlio, thes, wOt Hmm W^ 
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» Th^re^ im: ihmii great benc^t in unieii $ and though all 
v^ w4 ^cwainiodd witb» not are al>le to comprobend the 
jQayatery of that tmioo, ita anyslary or aecrecy k by no 
mewa a Buffioiesit xeaaon^ bot ought it to be alloweia as 
|k reaaon at al}, why this seerecy ahoiild in any reapeet 
a«ithoruBe thoa^ who are ignorant of .the aeoreoy to nan- 
4ar9 dafiHn«» or aoodomn tba anityA 

Having ttias intr^dooed pay oooasiobal addresa, bjr 
proving that oor Craft by no meana deaemr^da the deelar 

i • . ' 

la tk^t caBQi to Imild^palaQQg, ereol maorioiis' aiki wanhouses^ and ia 
^large our cities and townaf Tl^e aoawer ib-hu? muu Where, tbe»» 
b tlie Ukefikood ^fbat tlie ockftditSon of oar mecbaaics would be bettoed 
hf my el»Dge ia tfae foreraoient of the oo«d^? . The anav^ ia—^t 

tnot only ioiprotaabl^ bof iBaposBibla; fioW^wreichedlT, then, «ia 
■a aaen nriawan and ialdBd) who auppoee tha* ibeir aonditioawoidd 
be l|ettered» if the ehaaga slumld actoBlly ta|ce plaee." 

*Thi8 waa vrittea in the tiooe of war» whiM^ a FieDch invasion of this 
aoaaf!^ was eimentlj expected ; and the opinions of all parties were 
lativaradin langnage, which tiieae who hare never espeneneed anyttiaff 
Wt pabUo peaee caimat paesibly eatimate. Bto. Inwood was a laa'a dr 
great xnildneflB and benevolence of intention, and yet We shaU find occaf 
aonal paasages in these sennons, where opinions are expressed in a siyb 
Hiat saroaj» strongly of political eitcitement. Jn fact, the whole country 
was in a moral fever ; and I am old esooagh to remember that in im 
towd where I was at school, when the above sero^on was |H:eacbed, the 
boys met in the market-place, every night» and never parted uitll tliej 
had sung the national anthem, and concloded with three hearty cheers. 
i * At UU8 Hae iiasoiirywas charged with being a Vdiiele of mysticism^ 
#ie«i9phy, eabalistiq whim, ceal seieaca, fanatloisDi, and iVee thinking 
bath m religion and potitica. Boi^son sa^, j^at *" aU the ra(oed or 
pinkMophieal lodges ia Alsace and Lorraine united, and in a convention 
at I^ODS, ftnrmaliy put themseLves nnder ttae patronaga of the Amia 
nams de la T^rita^^^vated a ooatiiinal oocxesmuidaDoe, and eonsidered 
|hiemaelves as professing qne masonic faith, samciently dl^tingnishabli^ 
ftom that of oih» lot^es. What this was we do not yery distinctly 
juiow ; we can only infer it feom soma historical drcomstaaces. Oob 
af its fevoorite da>qgbter8, thQ Lodge Theedor voo dea gnten Bath, a| 
Knnich, became so remarkable for discourses dangerons to <diarck and. 
atata, that the Elector of Bavaria, alter repeated admonitiona, daring a 
aoarse of five or six yeaia» wa^ obliged to sappress it. AnotiMr of its 
adftagan lodges, at Begensbargh, became exoaedingly obnoadaos to the 
atate, and occaaionad several ewpmotious.and iosnrrections. Another, 
at Paris, gradually refined iato the Jacobin GluK Audi in 1791, tbi 
lodges in Alsace Mid Lorraiiie, witb those-of Spire and Worms, invital 
Chistine into Germany, imd delivered Menti into haa hands." (Prooiv 
f, i3.) These slanders have been reAited» over and over again ; and the 
lo^ty and patriotisni of fhaBngliBh aatioa* at tkSa cahuaitana period^ 
is ramdad in the history of thaooinalary;^ .. . ..,i •. . . ^. • . -. 



bond of oHt union k a lojiterf ot a sea^t, I ttball too^ 
iBtiy n^mHtm Iso tbe wofOt <^ aiy t^^' and addreat 
m^delf immed^tdjaud p»^eutiBkr)y ^ yon mj^ kHdlbTed 
^retbren of our j*«^ andt wcrad OrjioT) onibraeiftg Kbfg 
fdvbufabld ot^portttnlty of aioDOciishii^ fm^ to give y^^ 
teotitraertt^ok^ys &eteiitiod to' f£ll tfie^Mtexn oWfgi^tioii^ ^ 
ikBib Or(fef» that ;^M vmp^^b iiaWtfBioii to the Bnemy 
to bbnph^me; tl»t jrda^ majr'iMiilfle' iiom who 6$dm 
Wioiifat youLvl^ jtt9<l)y«tyl6 the fai^h 

{MTinlege at adsftifl^oar; 1^ ratbor^ :febftl; ym maf ^irik 
the most iaeohteatibl^ ]^ro.oft to all) both within aod 
jwhhMt, tkatr yo« ai^^iaot oftfy in wovd atid mofeasio^ 
btttiti deed and iti tnrtbj whai roe prpfefej to W ^*h^ht 

^„^. . . ^ ..,-.>. ■■; ; "., .■'. .^•.; 

,. Fii?8t, we will;eoji8ider ia what jaeriae all meti,. aaod'^ 
In |>artieu}ar, as Masmi^ ifcre *♦ if^5iKf««;'r mA t^rMa^ 
We will end^^voui* pnlotfcaDy io etjforce the /great dufy 
bf this jiflion. -ilow, 'though I. am c^nlv prof^aedljr 
^aphuig to suy brotiber MafiOQBr yoii win excaae -^mci) 
^ I endeavoof tomi^e tix>9 masomdmeetMg, io a reli* 
l^otis sense, aa naefut ;eu3 we can to all. Ai^ hi idk>in| 
fhia we cannt^i very easilj escape tin^^ observation^ ^lA 
All men are breAtm.^ . -. . * -J' 

' Qdre me leave ta begin wi^ obserring, my fiien^ 
Ihat you who are not Masona, Ue under the aame, general 
•blication to act as bcetbren to u^« and iio each othef^ as 
p^e do to all the worlds and in pio-tieirfar to each ot^ndr 
of our ^ious And ' honourable community* PoY, b^ 

^ The oaaK! of Brotber in ttoi an ajMUafM jsecdli^ td ibe Hasoni^ 
Sodet^. It is freqQeatly n^A m sopiptun^ fbr & man pf ihe aama 
awMrv, far ajy rekitleiJ, and Ibr a iwlghboar/ (Bom. ix. 3, 1 John; 

eHfeb, a IJ,) Theie ». a regular gnidatKta io ih^ applicatiooi of th0 
rd brother ^ and aU nations hare a similar a|»plication of the taiai 
E&fi^aod, Deiople of the aaime trgkde 017 profefl^oa caH each dtf^ 
•hrothar. Aodv to express many other ideas 6f similarity, we ^tie^ 
attaoh meaiuiigB, no less extensive^ to this word, thaa are ^oted hj W 
frhenitooDmrsiaitBlooaeatseiis^inHotf Writ. . . . 

" Tlie lectares of that day tai^I^ that, " by the exercise of brotiierlv' 
love we 9X9 taught to regani the whole haman species as oae ftkmOyi 
the high, the low^ tb^ ridi, ^ poor; created by one AUnighty Bein^ 
«^ sent into the wo^M ibr\ttie:an]^?^ aa*! P^^tection of each oth^ 
On tiOi prino^ Madonry aisles mea of eiv^ry^giat^and ophiioii& 
and eoaoiJiato trae ttieoOsbtp anungst ftose who n^hl (Aendm havi 
raur(ae4ataeeq^fltealiiftMtoa'*^ - r ^ .- • ^ 
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creation, we are all the childreii of one common parent ; 
of one blood the Great Architect of the world made all 
the families of the earth. See the order of his work ; 
he laid the broad foundation of the universe ;" he raisedy 
without axe or hammer, the circular walla of this terra* 
queous globe ; he roofed it with yonder beautiful canopy* 
and ornamented it with all those unnumbered and un« 
measurable glittering orbs of shining light and lustre; 
perfected it in all its beauty, and furnished it with all 
its utility ; and, like a workman who needed not to be 
ashamed of his performance, pronounced the wondrous 
fabric good, perfect, complete. Next he built the 
human frame; furnished its interior part with immor- 
tality ; pronounced his creature, man, very good ; sent 
him forth as the inhabitant of his new made world ; bid 
him multiply; and declared him the common father of 
the intendeo human race. From this stock all our race 
was propagated — all we are brethren; Adam was our 
federal head, and Adam was the Son of God.^ 

"The same lectares thos expIaiDed the above reference: "At ths 
building of the Temple, there was not heard the soand of any axe, ham^ 
mer, or metal tool, throughout the whole building ; for, the stones were 
hewn in the quarry, and there carved, marked, and numbered ; the tim* 
ber was felled in the forest of Lebanon, and there carved, marked, and 
numbered also ; from thence the materials were floated down to Joppo, 
and then conveyed to Jerusalem, where all the parts were put together 
in a wonderful manner. Thus was the excellency of the craft proved 
beyond a doubt ; for, although they were prepared at so great a distance, 
yet, when put together on Mount Moriah, each part fitted with such 
perfect exactness, that many eminent visitors from foreign countries 
believed it to be 1^ work of the Great Architect of the Universe, rather 
than an exertion of human skill. This practice was in consonance with 
the divine ordinances. At the erection of the tabernacle in the wilder- 
ness, Ood commanded Moses : " thou shalt build an altar unto the Loid 
thy God ; an altar of stones ; thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon 
tham." fDeut. xxvii. 5.) And again, at the building of the temple, it 
is said tnat " the house was built of stone, made ready before it was 
brought thither ; so that there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any 
tool of iron, heard in the house while it was in building/' (I Kings» 
vi 7.) And the idea of the pollution of iron tools was so prevalent 
amongst the Jews, Uiat David, speaking of the desecration of the temple 
by the heathen, says : *' theybreak down the carved work thereof at onoe 
with axes and lumimers. They have cast fire into thy sanctuary ; they 
have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to tbs 
ground." (Psalm Uxiv. 6, 7.) 

" Hence the theosophic Masons of the continent entertained an opinion 
that Adam might possibly have lived for ever, and that an elixir might 
be prepared by art by which any man could make himself iamorllA. 
S 
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Again, as the ffreat provider in the coarse of nature, 
and the riches of Providence, he daily manifests to all, 
that all are brethren. It is for all, that his benignant sun 
> shines, in resplendent lustre, and in unison with the 
tender dews of heaven, or the cloud laden with showers, 
moistens, softens, and vivifies the powers of nature ; fruc- 
tifies the bowels of the earth ; clothes the meadows with 
flowers, and ^rass, and herbage ; shoots from the hardened 
branch and oody of the tree, the tender blossom, and 
ripens the luscious fruits ; dresses the gay parterre with 
all its gaudy colours, and its rich perfumes ; furnishes 
the ten thousand hills with cattle; fills the meadows 
with the lowing kine, and the bleating flocks ; furnishes 
the ocean with her scaly tribe, and the air with her 
feathered fowl ; and in ten thousand thousand instances, 
proves from his general, his liberal, his benevolent pro- 
vision, that he the common father is of all, and aU we 
are brethren.^* 



And thus they argued : " Adam*s food was holy, paradisaical, angelic, 
eternal, needing no evacuation ; eaten only in the month, not tartarous. 
Hius Paracelsus thought to attain a method, by feeding on that whereof 
the stars subsist, to extend his thread of life to whatever length he 
pleased. This, therefore, is the true elixir, if duly and naturally col- 
lected, epitomising the universe, tincturing the vital, natural, and 
animal spirits, whereby the astral and elementaiy man may be strongly 
fortified, the natural balsam radically restored, dregs obstructing ue 
quick Interiors of the powers separated, highly conducing to health. 
And the long lives before the nood, as well as many since, seems 
to be referrra to their happy knowledge of this almost paradisaical 
secret" 

^* Bishop Beveridge, when treating on the Name of Gk)d, has some 
similar observations. He says : — ** When God speaks of himself and his 
own eternal essence, he saith : — ^I am that I am ; — so when he speaks of 
himself with reference to his creatures, and especially to his people, he 
Sfuth : — I AM. He doth not say : I am their Light, their Life, their 
Guide, their Strength, or Tower ; but only, I Am. He sets as it were 
bis hand to a blank, that his pjeople may write under it what thev please 
that is good for them. As if he should say— are they weak f 1 am 
Strength. Are they poor? I am Riches. Are they in trouble? I am 
Oomfort. Are thev sick? I am Health. Are they dying ? I am Life. 
Have they nothing 7 I am*All Things. I am Wisdom and Power ; I am 
Justice and Mercy ; I am Grace and Goodness ; I am Glory, Beautv, 
Eminency, Supereminenc^, Perfection, Allsufficiency, Eternity, Jehovah, 
I am. Whatsoever is smtable to their nature, or convenient for them in 
their several conditions, that I am; whatsoever is amiable in itself, or 
desirable unto them, that I am ; whatsoever is pure and holy, whatsoever 
is great or pleasant, whatsoever is good or needful to make men hi^y, 
that I Am. So that, in short, God here represents himself to na as aa 
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Lastly, and not the least instance, does he prove our 
universal brotherhood, in the unfathomable, unlimited, 
and unbounded price he paid in the blood of Jesus, for 
the purchase of the world ; here none are exempted in 
this mighty ransom ; he who tasted death for every man, 
when expiring upon the cross, sealed with his blood the 
universal bond, and in his wide-stretched arms of uni- 
versal love, embraced a dying world, bid all to live, and 
bid them live as brethren.^ 

My friends, as men in the world, ye are all brethren ; 
see, then, as ye return through the world, to your heaven- 
ly Father, that ye fall not out by the way. 

To you, my brethren, who have attached yourselves to 
each other, m the grand and royal Order of Masonry, 
besides these various bonds of union with which all men 
are united as brethren, I address myself in reminding you 
of the solemn obligations and engagements with which 
we have entered into the union of brotherhood, before 
God and our brethren : engagements than which nothing 
can be more binding; nothing can be more sacred; 
nothinff can be more pious.^ Recollect and feel, sirs, 
with ail its first intended force, that if it is possible, in 
bonds stricter than the bonds of all men " ye are breth- 
rm!'^ Brethren by bonds never to be broken, but with 
the highest, deepest, broadest breach of all moral honesty, 
civil integrity, and religious sincerity ; bonds in which 
ye were not bom ; bonds into which ye were neither 
entrapped, enticed, nor compelled to enter ; bonds into 
which ye entered by your own free will and consent ; 

QiuTenal good, and leayes ns to make the apolicatioQ of it to onnelves, 
according to our seyeral wants, capadtieB, ana desires, by saying only in 
general, I am." 

" By this sacrifice, all mankind are yirtoally GhristianB ; i «., placed 
in a capability of aalvation, by embracing the conditions prescribed in 
the gospel ; and it is predicted by the Jewish prophets, tnat, at some 
fhtore period, when the designs of the Ahnighty are about to be finally 
completed, every inhabitant of the earth shul be converted to this nn^ 
▼ersal religion ; and then, human passions will be at rest, wars will oeue, 
swords wul be beaten into ploughshares, the leopard will lie down with 
the kid, the wolf with the uunb ; and then, when the great sectarian dis- 
tinctions of Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, shall be extinguished, 
the leading principles of divine Masonry wiU prevail throughout all ani* 
mated matter. 

V And hence the old lectures said : *' we are all equal by our creatiim, 
but much more so by the strength of our obligation." 
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bonds from which ye might, even to the last moment 
before ye entered, have easily escaped." If, therefore, 
for I must be faithful, or I forfeit the name of brother; 
if therefore, as Masons, ye are not brethren, as men, ye 
are worse than the worst of men. 

We proceed now practically to enforce this great duty 
of brotherhood ; and in this, though I hope my brother 
Masons will feel themselves peculiarly interested, I think 
the rest of the congregation have no right to seclude 
themselves; and thus, our discourse, though delivered 
upon this particular occasion, may become generally 
iisefuL 

Now, bv way of plan for what is hereafter to be ad- 
vanced, I believe it will be generally agreed to, that in 
the order of brotherhood, their inierut^ their reputation^ 
their felicity^ should be one. 

First, their interest should be one ; in the first publi- 
cation of the gospel, it was an order in the primitive 
church, that the possessions of all should be put into 
one common stocK, and all should have free access ; and 
according to their necessitv, every one should partake." 
But such is the change or times, manners, and circum- 
stances, that a common stock of this sort would, it is to 
be feared, be only a common stock of general abuse ; 
when we say, therefore, that the interest of brotherly 

" Eyery admission most be voluntary on the part of the candidate, for 
lie is obliged to make a declaration when proposed by a friend for initia- 
tion, that *' unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends, and nnin- 
floenoed by mercenary or other unworthy motives, he freely and volun- 
tarily offiars himself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonrv ; and that 
he his prompted thereto by a favourable opinion conceived of tiie institu- 
tion, and a desire of knowledge." In like manner, candidates in the 
Grecian games were obliged to be introduced b^ some person of esta- 
blilAisd reputation, who should vouch for each bemg a fi^ agent and an 
honourable man. 

^ Thus St Paul wp to the Galatians : " you are all one by fiiith in 
Christ Jesus. There is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor 
female." AH distinctions thus done away, except those which might 
arise frtmi pieW and virtue, the most blessed efibcts were produced in the 
first society of Christians. It was, indeed* a highly distinguished frater- 
nitv — benevolence and charity abounded — ^the earth becune the image 
of neaven — ^the plaintive tone of indigence was never heard, for mntcuJ 
lore and nmtual boiefits cemented them toother in an indissoluble chain 
of sincere affBOtion, which the pegans attributed to some secret spell or 
dftnn which had tlie power of inspiring violent and irresistible attach- 
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QBioa should be one, we mean not to advise the estar 
blishing a common stock for the free access of all. No ! 
this would, I fear, scarcely in the present d^y, answer its 
intended purpose in any union whatever; for the exa- 
mination necessary to the entrance of a member into any 
union or society, is so relaxed, that there is scarce any 
order into which almost the worst characters may not, 
by one means or other, gain admittance.^ View the 
House of Lords, the House of Commons, the Court of 
judicature, the Church of Christ, the army, the navy, 
and amongst the rest, the Order of Masonry, and none of 
these communities, I fear, are without their Judases* 
Consequently, when we say the interest of any commu- 
nity, or brotherhood, should be one, we only mean to 
say, that after due trial of the worthiness of the mem- 
bers of that community, or brotherhood, to which we are 
united, our attempts for the interest of the worthy 
members, should there be very preferably, yea, even 
scrupulously, placed, or we forfeit the observance of one 
of the most material credentials and bonds of union : we 
give that to a stranger which is due to a brother ; we 
make a cruel breach in the bonds of brotherly union ; 
we give our brother a pain; the world a subject for 
reproach; and ourselves a sting of conscience. Our 
interest, therefore, with these seasonable limitations, 
should be one. 

^ There are some exceUent observations on this point in Moore's Mar 
sonic Magazine, U. 8. (vol. iv. p. .133), which are worth qaotmg. The 
writer says, speaking of masonic impostors, that *" there are dream* 
Btanoes existing at the present day, of which we cannot here speak pai^ 
ticnlarly, but by which the fraternity and the lodges thronghont the 
world are exposed to the impositions of the most nnprincipled ; against 
which all the fortifications by which our brethren in Gonnecticnt seem to 
think themselves surrounded, are but as spider webs. In 1827, the Grand 
Lodge of New York found it necessary to ordain, that no stranger, hail- 
ing from any lodge in that state, should he examined by another lodge 
without a Grand Lodge certificate ; and that law has never been repealed. 
Bat, what was necessary for the protection of the lodges of New York, 
at that time, has become doubly so since, bv circamstances which have 
since occurred, which can in no way be guarded against, but by requiriiur 
Grand Lodge certificates. And we are quite certain that if^the traeR 
hearted Mason in the world were to present himself to any lodge in Coi^ 
necticut, without a Grand Lodge certificate, he woald be rejected as an 
impostor ; and without such a document we would not advise an Ameri- 
can Mason to go to any part of Europe, intending to visit lodges, ton hs 
woulid be T^ted without ceremony. 
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Secondly, the reputation in brotherly union, should 
be one. This is, if anything, a more particular, a more 
extensive, and a more binding duty than the other: in 
the former instance a man may have many hindrances to 
the performance of his duty, in its strictest sense ; he 
may have peculiar reasons for avoiding those kinds of 
connections which shall aid a brother^s interest ; he may 
belong to more peculiar societies than one, and his 
interest must in duty be divided ; it mav be very ill-con- 
venient, and very much to his own or family's disadvan- 
tage, which, in many circumstances, may fairly stand in 
his justification, for not performing that apparent duty, 
of making the interest of brotherly union one, v^thout 
some restriction. But such is the nature and obligation 
in the latter, t. e. that the reputation of a brother, in 
brotherly union, should be one, that a breach of it will 
scarce find an excuse.^ 

To defame our brother, or suffer him to be de&med, 
without interesting ourselves for the preservation of his 
name and character, there is scarce the shadow of an 
excuse to be formed. Defamation is always vncked. 
Slander and evil speaking are the pests of civil society f^ 
are the disgrace of every degree of religious profession ; 
are the poisonous bane of all brotherly love. Defamation 
is never absolutely, or indeed at all necessary ; for sup- 
pose your brother has faults, are you obliged, because 
you speak of him, to discover them ? has he no good 
qualities? sure all have some good ones; make them, 
then, though ever so few, the subject of your conversa- 
tion, if ye must talk of him ; and if he has no good quali- 

"In fact, when a person becomes an acknowledged member of any 
society, his own reputation is so far identified with it, that it actoally 
becomes a matter of self-preservation to defend the character of a fellow- 
member, should it be attacked, because any thing which is calculated to 
affidct the credit of the society, will extend to every individual connected 
with it 

^ And hence Paley says : " speaking is acting, both in philosophical 
strictness, and as to all moral purposes ; for, if the mischief and motive 
of our conduct be the same, the means which we use make no difierence. 
And this is in efifect what our Saviour declares, (Matt. xii. 37). By thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned ; 
— by tiiy words — as well, that is, as by thy actions : the one shall be 
taken into the account as well as the other, for thev both possess the 
same property of voluntarily producing good or evil/^ 
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ties, speak not at all of him.'' ffyou cannot htmour Atm, 
do not add to his ditgrace. Defamation will always make 
yourself unhappy, and often retort upon your own head. 
SirSi ye are hrkhren — rvalue, then, the reputation of your 
brother as you would your own ; his disgrace, especially 
in the relation of it, will always be a pa^ of your own ; 
and if he desenres not your love and complacency, at 
least he has a demand upon your pity and commiseration. 
Speak not eyil, brethren, one of another ; he who speak- 
eth evil of his brother judgeth his brother, and judgment 
is not the prerogative of man.^ 

Again, lastly, in brotherly union their felicity should 
be one. A proper attention to this duty of brotherly 
loye, will call forth all the activity of every brother in 
his own peculiar station, circumstances, and abilities, 
whether he is old or young, high or low, rich or poor. 
As all the members fitly joined, form one complete oody 
in the animal world ; as all the members fitly joined in 
civil society form one body in the political world ; as all 
the members fitly joined, form one body in the religious 

^This wise directioD is strictly oonformable with the lectaros then in 
use ; where we find this passage : '' Ton are not to defame a brother 
yoQTself, nor suffer him to oe defamed by others, if it be in your power 
to prevent it. Yon most always speak as well of him in his abseooe as 
in ms presence ; and when that cannot be done with propriety, if his 
coi^nct be totalljr indefensible, yoa are to adopt the distingaishing virtae 
of our science, which is silence or secrecy. Tnis is an art of the greatest 
valne, and pecoliarly agreeable to the Deitr, who sets ns the example, 
by concealing from mankind the mysteries of his providence- The wisest 
of men cannot penetrate into the arcana of heaven, nor can they divine 
to-day what to-morrow will bring forth." 

''This sacred principle, this earnest recommendatioB of forbearance, 
lenity, and forgiveness, mixes with all the writings of the wostolic age. 
There are more quotations in the Fathers, of texts which relate to these 
points, than of any other. The sayings of Jesus Christ had struck them. 
Folycarp, the disciple of St John, exnorts his readers not to render evil 
for evil, railing for railing, strikioff for striking, or cursing for oursinff. 
Again, speaking of some whose benayiour had g^ven great oflfence ; *' Se 
ye moderate," says he, '' on this occasion, and look not upon such as ene- 
mies, but oftU them back as suffering and erring membm, that ye save 
your whole body." I^tius, the champion of Folycarp, savs : " be ^ 
mild at their anger, humble at their boastings, to their blasphenues 
return your prayers, to their error your firmness in the faith ; when they 
are cruel, be ye gentle ; not endeavouring to imitate their wavs, let us be 
their brethren in all kindness and moderation ; but let us be followers of 
the Lord ; for who was ever more ui\ju8tly used, more destitute, or more 
despised?" 
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world, Christ the head, and ChristianB the memben ; wo 
all the members of any society fitly joined, can only form 
that brotherly union quite complete.^ The rich add to 
the sustenance of the poor ; the poor add to the comforts 
of the rich ; the cheerful banish the glooms from the 
melancholy ; the gloomy are a seasonable check to the 
]evity of the wanton ; the tears of misery sometimes melt 
the stony heart, and make it sensible of sublime and 
heavenly pity; and the smiling commiseration of the 
benevolent wipes away the tears of sorrow from the dis- 
tressed.*^ And as often, I may say, as misery is lightened 
by receiving relief, so often is happiness in the good and 
charitable so increased, by giving relief, that with minds 
thus inclined and engaged, and with hands thus employ- 
ed, lift their possessors to those third heavens, where 
Paul went and beard words unutterable; where Paul 
went and felt sensations indescribable. 

My brethren, the profession of adding to the felicity of 
others, is one of the grand and most prominent features 
of Masonry ; suffer me here, then, particularly to advise, 
that you fail not in the performance of that very peculiar 
part of your profession, over which the world around you 
keeps a nice, a scrutinizing eye.* Let diligence, tern- 

**It is thought by some of our brethren to be highly probable that 
Masonry might be introduced into Scotland about the same time as 
Ghristianityi although there are no poeitive proofs of the &ct ; and the 
presunptioD is rather unfavoarable to the theory ; for the early churches 
were not of stone, but mere temporary buildings of timber or wicker-' 
work. If there were any stone buildinffs at that period, they were ex- 
tremely rude* and displayed yery little Knowledge of the craft. It is 
therefore probable that scientific or Free Masonry cannot be dated much 
earlier than the year 1126 ; for there is not a shadow of proof that the 
Gnldees, to whom some attribute the introduction of Freemasonry into 
Scotland, had any knowledge of the art. 

* In Masonry the symbol of bencToience is the colour blue, which is 
thus explained in one of our lectures. *' This colour is not only beautiful, 
bat also imperishable; and was therefore adopted and worn by our 
ancient brethren of the symbolical degrees. It is the peculiar character- 
istic of an institution which has stood the test of ages, and which is as 
much distinguished by the durability of its materials or principles, as by 
the beauty of its supeistructure. It is an emblem of universal friendship 
and benerolence ; and instructs us that in the mind of a Mason those 
Tirtufs should be as expansive as the cerulean arch of heaven itself." 

* '* A good and benevolent life," says Dean Kirwan, " is the sum and 
substance of religion, and the only right preparation we can make for a 
happy entrmnoe into that blessed region where sin and sorrow, strife sod 
discordi shall never enter. And.mnch more useful and glorious would I 
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perance, and sobriety be the prevailiDg habits of your 
domestic life ; that idleness and extravagancy may never* 
in any instance, cause your families to lament your want 
of conjugal and parental affection. He that careth not 
for his own, and especially they of his own household, 
cannot be a Mason ; he is worse than an infidel. 

Let strict morality, humble piety, and warm devotion, 
be the Drevailing traits of your religious profession ; that 
immorality, impiety, or carelessness ana lukewarmness 
in devotion, may not cause the Church to lament that 
Masonry, united to Christianity, has lessened rather than 
increased the latter. 

Are you rich ? never let a Mason be accused of covet- 
ousness : are you poor ? never let it be said a Mason was 
discontented : but be ^our circumstances what they may, 
always remember it is your duty, at least to endeavour, 
to increase the felicity of others. Masons, in particular, 
as the dect of God^ should put on botveh of compassion ; your 
addition of wisdom, both scientific and divine, which you 
receive in your lectures, should make you apt to teach. 
The humble condition, both of property and dress, of 
penury and want, in which you were received into the 
Lodge,^ should make you, at all times, sensible of the 
distresses of poverty, and all you can spare from the call 
of nature, and the due care of your families, should only 
remain in your possessions, as & ready sacrifice to the 
necessities of an unfortunate, a distressed brother. Let 
the distressed cottage feel the warmth of your masonic 
zeal ; and, if possible, exceed even the unabating ardor 
of Christian charity." At your approach, let the orphan 

deem it to niter even one clnmsj sentence in support of that vital object, 
than be the author of aQ the musty folios the groaning shelves of nolemio 
divinity ever bore. A itew command I give unto you, that you hve ons 
another." 

** This is an admirable reoonmiendation ; and it refers to a ceremony 
of such extreme delicacy and beauty, that it can never be forgotten, even 
hy^ the most unobservant ; and if attended to, as its importance demands, 
wili produce the most b^ieficial results. 

* And the charity of the first Christians was fervent and operatirs 
beyond all former example. An adversary gives the following descrip 
tion of it '^ It is mcredible what expedition they use when anjr of their 
friends are known to be in trouble, in a word, they spare nothiitf upon 
such an occasion ; for these miserable men hava no doubt they shall be 
immortal and live for ever ; therefore they contemn death, and surrender 
themsdves to sufferings. Moreover, their first lawgiver bsa tanght tben 
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cease to weep ; and in the sound of your voice^ let the 
widow forget her sorrow. Let your amiable presence 
at home b« the constant felicity of your family. Let 
the sincerity of your piety and devotion be a sob^ of 
praise in the church. Let the integrity and afiability 
of your conduct in the world, be the subject of con- 
versation to all those with whom you travel through 
life ; and charity and benevolence the armorial bearings 
of your masonic honors. 

oirs, ye are brethem^ and as such your interest, as near 
as possible, should be one; your reputation, without 
restriction, should be one ; your felicity, without ceasing 
or restraint, should also be one. 

A word or two by way of address, and I conclude. Do 
ou who are not Masons, ask the secret of Masonry ?^ 

o you ask an honest man then to break his word? this 
you cannot desire ; however, this I assure you, without 
any unwarrantable discovery, that brotherly love, orna- 
mented with the immovable and also invaluable jewels 
of every other social and religious duty, which naturally 
spring from Faith, Hope, and Charity, are the very im- 
portant and material branches of our Royal Craft f* and 

that they are all brethren, when once they have tamed and renonnoed 
the gods of the Greeks, and worship this Master of theirs who was cmci- 
fied, and engage to live according to his laws. They have also a sove- 
reign contempt for all the things of this world, and look upon them as 
common.*' (Lacian de morte pereg. tome i. p. 565.) 

» « I do not complain of people for seeking to learn even the most 
trifling particolars of my domestic economy; but I wish to know what 
they mean to do with them when obtained. Of what nse are the scrape 
of information they collect with so much trouble ? Have they displayed 
in the pursuit anything more than the unreflecting ingenuity of the ape? 
Are they capable of turning their acquisitions to any wiser or more use- 
ful account ? But the paridlel is closer still ; for, in nine case out of tra, 
the prooeedinffs of the two animals, higher and lower, tend to mischiet 
The same wee&iess of character which leads people to waste their minds 
in such paltry inquisitiveness, prevents them from keeping to themselves 
what they may have gained. They are afflicted with an mcontinence of 
knowledge, and to such an extent, that its acquisition would give little 
pleasure but for the prospect of retailing it Hence, gossip, scandal, 
slander, are the usual attendants upon idle curiosity ; and an imbecility 
becomes formidable, which would otherwise be only pitied or despised." 
(Ohambers' Journal, 1847, p. 33.) 

^ And are symbolised in a lodge bv the thre&«taved ladder ; because 
Masonry is founded upon &ith in God, hope of immortality, and chari^ 
to all mankind. But of these charity is the greatest ; for faith ends in 
sight, hope terminates in firuition, but charity extends beyond the grave. 
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all our secrets have in themselves no worse tendency. 
Built on and drawn from revelation as it is, it must be 
of divine original ; adorned by the beneficent actions, and 
amiable virtues of thousands of the first in rank, fortune, 
knowledge, and moral excellence ; of every language, of 
eveiy clime, and of every age ; it must possess an inherent 
worth. As for its effects, we may truly say, it has often 
been efiectual to save life and property;^^ it has often 
relieved distress ; it constantly teaches the ignorant ; it 
daily wipes rivers of tears from the eye of distress ; it has 
often reconciled the most jarring interests; it has oftien 
converted the bitterest foes into the dearest friends. 
With these recommendations, and believe me, these are 
natural tendencies, it is a secret worthy the knowledge 
and acquaintance of every one. 

To you, my dear brethren, I advise, pursue the valu- 
able lecture with constancy, firmness, and alacrity ; each 
moving on in the Square of lovely truth, within the 
Compass point of integrfty,® and by the rule of God's 
word, the grand descriptive part of Masonry ; and, 
according to your various stations, in all the rules of 
symmetry, order, and proportion ; that when vour earthly 
lodge shall be dissolved, your Jewels may be safe, and 
you admitted into that more glorious lodffe, where saints 
and angels shall be your brethren, and the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe your unspeakably great and 
indescribably Grand Master; which glorious end of our 

It 18 by the practice of these yirtaes that the Mason expects to find ao- 
0688 to Him who is the subject of fidth, the object of hope, and the eter- 
nal foantain of charity. 

*^ NamerooB InstaDces may be found in the " Freemasons' Quarterly 
Beview," and in the second volume of this series, Lecture ii., which illus- 
trate tfartB great masonic precept — ** Be ye kind and charitable to all man- 
kind, but more particdarly to a brother Mason." 

" This compass point is a profound mystery. If any one wishes to 
moralize upon that point, whicn is the commencement of a line, he may 
do so either as a geometrician or a philosopher. The Abbe Pluche says 
— ** if he 8p«iks of it as a geometrician, or as a husbandman who wishes 
to find out the measure of his land, he will conceive the point to be the 
b^nninff or end of measurable space ; and what he says of it is judicious, 
because he now keeps within the limits of his vocation and knowledge^ 
But if he attempts to give a philosophical definition of the compass 
point, he no longer knows what ne says of it ; he knows not what a point 
u in nature. All the definitions of it lead him often to absurdities, and 
always to something incomprehensible. A point — a single point — is 
enough to put all the schools in the world in a combustion." 
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labours, and as an eternal refireshmetit to oar immortal 
apirits, may we all enjoy, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; to whom with the Father, and the eter- 
nal Spirit of all grace and truth, be ascribed, as is most 
due, eternal and everlasting praises. Amen cmd Amen. 
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Eternal and Everlasting God, who, of one blood, bast 
formed all the nations upon earth, who hast richly poured 
down upon all the benevolent riches of thy providential 
mercies ; who, in the glorious person of thy beloved Son, 
hast paid a rich unfailing price for all the world ; to Thee, 
eternal God of love, we pray that thou wouldst give us 
of that uniting Spirit, by which all thy perfections are 
magnified, and all thy creatures are eternally benefited ; 
that we in Thee, and thy eternal Son of love, our ever- 
lasting Redeemer, may become one united brotherhood 
of everlasting truth and fidelity. Give us an united 
heart of brotherly affection towards the world in general, 
and each other in particular. May we be always unitedly 
engaged in the furtherance of each other's spiritual and 
eternal interest, in the establishment of each other's 
reputation, and in the increase of each other's present 
and future felicity. 

With all the wisdom which thou shalt give us, for it 
is thou alone who ^vest all we enjoy, give us the diligence 
of exertion to difiuse it amongst those minds that are 
still, than ourselves, more unlearned ; and may we all, 
from the wisest to the most ignorant, excel in that wis- 
dom which cometh from above, which is pure, simple, 
without partiality, full of ffood works. Yes ! Lord! give 
us that wisdom which is above all wisdom, the knotoUdge 
of Thee the true Godj and Jesus Christ wham thou hast sent. 

With all the riches which thou shalt give any of us to 
possess, give us, we also pray Thee, the true estimation 
of those riches ; give us to Know that they come from 
Thee to us, to be dispensed abroad to others ; that those 
whom thou hast blessed with riches, thou hast also ap- 
pointed only as the stewards of thy treasures ; to dispose 
of them to others of thy needy creatures. And may our 
ears, our hearts, our hi^ds, be open to feed tbe hupg^, 
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to clothe the naked) to give medicine to the sick, and 
comfort to the distressed. 

Impress thy sacred Word upon every heart, that above 
and before all things, we may all possess that true riches, 
which in value is superior to the most inestimable jewel, 
even the riches of thy eternal and everlasting favour ; 
which, when all the worldly riches shall take to them* 
selves wings and flee away, may give us an eternal in- 
heritance amongst them that are justified. And that 
when we have done with all the trifling concerns of this 
frail perishable state, when the transitory business of this 
short day of human existence shall have passed its fleet- 
ing course, and the Great Architect of the Universe shall 
command us to close the lodge of human labour, may we 
all be admitted into that great and general assembly of 
the true and faithful, where Faith shall be truly realized, 
Hope universally confirmed, and Love shall be the grand, 
the prevailing passion of every assembled bosom. 

To this great end, the salvation of our immortal souls, 
bless, we pray Thee, heavenly Father, all the dispensa- 
tions of thv providence, whether prosperous or aflBictive ; 
bless all the social meetings of all the socities in the 
world, and above all, the present opportunity of this 
momentary adoration at the footstool otthine all-gracious 
throne. May the feeble efforts of thine unworthy ser- 
vant be blessed to every heart, and thy name be everlast- 
ingly the glory of every masonic meeting, through Jesui 
Chnst the mediator for all. Amen and Amen* 
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THE MASONIC OBLIG^ATIONS. 

PBBAOHED AT WEST MALLINO, MAT 19, 1794, AT THB 
AXNIVEBSARY PROVINCIAL GRAm> LODGE FOE THE 
COUNTY OP KENT. 

*' Love the Brotherhood: Fear God: Honour the KingJ* 

1 Pktxr iL, part of the 17th Tena. 

Methinks, when I look round upon this audience, 
though 80 respectable both in number and appearance, I 
cannot but fancy, that I see a variety of very different 
kinds of hearers. There are, methinks, first the brother- 
hood; who, professing our Royal Order, which I shall 
not scruple to style a very amiable sister of religion, are 
come, I hope, more with a pious wish to hear the humane 
and moral principles of their profession enforced, than 
with any curiosity of hearing a novel preacher. They, 
however, will find, whatever they before expected, that, 
by the choice of my text, they are to be treated, more 
with very plain dealing, and salutary exhortation, than 
with novelty of sentiment, or refined composition.^ 

Others there are, who, perhaps, because they are not 
acquainted with the secret of our Order, may be a little 

^ On snch occasions as the aboye, the uninitiated part of the congre- 
gation attend nnder the expectation that theymajbe enlightened on 
some points where doubts have jpreviously existed in their minds. And 
it is seldom that they retire with their wishes altogether ungratified. 
But still they will lose the essence of the discourse. The delicate illu- 
sions to Freemasonry cannot have heen rightly understood or duly ap- 
preciated. These sermons are chiefly remarkable for the inanity wiui 
which masonic truths have been introduced, so as to make it impossible 
for an uninitiated person to detect the passages where they are embodied. 
They contain a tissue of moral aphorisms extracted from the lectures of 
Masonry, and interwoven with such art as to be invaluable to the curious 
and assiduous brother. 
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prepared for evil sarmifie, for ridicule, and for slander. 
Now I do not positively condemn any one upon this point ; 
I only say, frdm that too general experience of finding 
many in the vrorld ready to despise, merely because they 
do not understand, that, perhaps, in so numerous a con- 
gregation, there may be some such. If thei^e are, then, 
any such here, I hope, at least for their own sakes, that 
they will feel themselves totally mistaken in their ideas 
of us, when I tell them, from this sacred place — ^where I 
should, without diffidence, think it is impossible for the 
most daring to dare to tell a falsehood — ^that, had I 
searched all the records of Holy Writ, together with all 
the records of Masonry, from the beginning of the works 
of that Great Architect, who built the universe, to 
the present day, I could not have fixed upon three 
admonitions to enforce, more congenial, both to the 
spirit and practice of Masonry, than those, of which our 
text is composed ; therefore, we deny the merit of evil 
surmise, of slander, and of ridicule.^ 

' And these are tiie weapoDs which are usually brought to bear against 
OS by those who are willmg to condemn what they do not understand. 
Hear what the vain-glorious Major Allyn says of the institution: "The 
origin of the institution is easily traced to the rude ages of the world ; 
to a body of mechanics, or corporation of operatiye workmen, who 
formed signs and regulations, the more easiljr to carry on their work, 
and to protect their Order. The very obligations solemnly tendered to 
ervery member, carry the stronsest internal evidence of the semi-barbarity 
that prevailed at the time of Ihe institution of the Order. In the course 
of time, as society increased, and knowledge became more ^eral, it 
spread, and, embracing in its grasp other objects than at first, it enrolled 
in its ranks men of the first respectability in wealth, talents, and worth. 
But that there is anything intrinsically valuable in the siens, ff^bols, or 
words of Masonry, no man of sense will contend. That &ere is a hidden 
ascret which operates as a talismanic charm on its possessors, every man 
of intelligence — ^Mason or no Mason — ^must candidly acknowledge. It is 
worse than.idleness for the defenders of the Order at the present day, to 
entrench themselves behind their outward ^ow — ^the semblance before 
the world — and to say thev are in possession of superior knowledge. 
We," (the adversaries of Masonry) the Major goes on to say, " pret^ 
not to act under a cover. We shall tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing^ but the truth. Masonry, it is true, has long been eulogized in 
songs ; it has formed the burden of the poet's theme, and been the subject 
of the orator's performances. Fancy has been ahnoet exhausted in 
bringing out new flowers to deck the fidry queen ; but, wh^ we come 
behind the scenes, what is the picture we behold? Are we to rest satis- 
fied with the ipse dixit of others, or examine the truth for ourselves?" 
(Bitual, -p, ix.) I answer, examine, by all means ; and the result of all 
examination will be that magna est Veritas et pnevalddt. 
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A third class of bearers, which we expect to find upon 
these occasioDS, are the curious and the luquisitive. They 
have heard of the secrecy of Masonry ; and though the 
secret has, through all ages, remained undiscovered, yet 
still, a hope remains, that something roay, at this time, 
be advanced, leading to a discovery. My curious friends, 

?roa are disappointed ; and, I assure you, you are still 
ikely to be disappointed. For, my Yriends, if we art 
Masons, ca we profess ourselves, our conduct is guided 
by holy and oivine admonition; and we are neither 
slanderers, tale-bearers, nor, in any instance, and especi- 
ally in that which respects our own Order, can we pos- 
sibly be, revealers of secrets. You must, therefore, my 
friends, at least on my part, remain contented with that 
portion of knowledge you already possess, concerning 
us and our Order, till you acquire it by those lawful 
means which are established in the Royal Order, and 
sent down to us from Hiram, from Solomon,' and from 
all those Royal Ancients, and virtuous characters, at 
this time too numerous to mention, with which this 
same communion has, in all ages, been ornamented. 

Thus far, however, as a man, a Mason, and a Christian 
minister, I am commissioned to reveal, and always ready 
to assert, that in all the depths of that secrecy by which 
we, in full, or in local union, distinguish ourselves from 
the rest of the world, there is so far from being any 
thing inconsistent to the sentiments and practice of 
our text, that, as a peculiar family or people, the loot oj 
the hrotherhaod^ as candidates for eternity, the fear of 
God, and, as citizens of an earthly kingdom and nation, 
the honor of the king, are three of our brightest jewelt; 
three (f our richest ornaments; three of our first and most 
unwersally prevailing principUs, 

That they were not all Israelites, who called them- 

• «The old constitaiioDS aver," Bays Anderson, " that aome short time 
before the consecration of the Temple, Ein^ Hiram came from Tyre to 
take a view of that mighty edifice, and to inspect the different parts 
thereof, in which he was accompanied by King Solomon and the D^a^ 
Grand Master Hiram Abiff; and after his view thereof declared the 
Temple to be the utmost stretch of hnman art. Solomon here ypAn 
renewed tiie lea^e with Hiram, and made him a present of the Holy 
Law translated into the Syriac tongae, which, it is said, is still extant 
among the Maronites and other Eastern Ohrisdans, under the name of the 
old Syriac yersion.'' 



THB MASOHIO OBUOATION8. 41 

selvefl of Israel, was an apostolical reproof to 80]n# 
wicked Jews; that they are not all Christians who bear 
the name of Christ, is, I believe all will confess, a daily 
cause for Christian lamentation. Is it any wonder, then, 
my friends, or is it any true stigma upon Masonry, that 

Jrou may sometimes have known some Masons, who^ 
ike Jews and Christians, abusing a good profession, 
neither love the brotherhood, fear God, nor honour the 
king? Methinks there cannot be a mind in this congre- 

! Ration, either ignorant or illiberal enough to give, at 
east immediately, and without some reflection, an 
affirmative decision, upon this question.^ And, if you 
do consider before you answer, I am sure you must have 
the liberality to confess, that the ill conduct of one, of 
ten, or of an hundred individuals, can be no true cause 
of stigma, upon any profession or community. For 
instance, shaU the profession of physic be discarded and 
despised, because an ignorant or careless practitioner 
poisons instead of cures his patients? Shall that ex* 
cellent code of laws of our constitution be condemned, 
wholly condemned as unconstitutional, because there 
are rapacious barristers, and petty-fogging attorneys? 
AgaiD, shall the church be styled a brothel, and a nursery 
of covetousDess and idleness, because there are some 
clergymen who are unholy, unclerical, covetous, and 
lascivious ? Shall the gospel, in all its spirit pf holiness, 
be styled a deception and priestcraft, because many of 
its members are hjrpocrites, enthusiasts and deceivers? 
Surely, no ! Surely you all have a better judgment. 
And shall, then. Masonry be condemned, despised, and 

*It is a great pitj that it should be so ; and if more drc m ngpsetion 
ivere used in the admiasion of candidates the evil would be avoided. 
Dalcho has an excellent practical observation on the snbieet, which can- 
not be too freqnently impressed on the Fratemi^. He sajs: <*tiie 
character of an applicant is to be held sacred by the Craft, and even 
should he be deemea nnfit for admittance, the knowledge of his nnfitness 
is to be hid from all bat Masons. Ton are to make a scnipnloas investi* 
gation into his character, and to reject him without hesitation if fonnd 
unworthy. This is a solemn daty we owe to the Craft ; bat it is also a 
duty we owe to the applicant, to let the knowled^ ai it rest with our- 
selves. Nothing can justify your injaring him m the opinion of the 
world, or in h<^ing mm up to sodely as a mark for saspicion to mt 

r^ There are many traits in a man's character whioi nay rsndsr 
infit for oar society, which do not detract fhim Us ooadaot as a 
gooddtiwn. 

4 
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ridiculed, because some, professing themselves Masons, 
have practised a conduct unworthy their high calling and 
profession?* Surely, no ! Rather let the Order remain 
as it ought to remain, unimpeached, and every defective 
member, either hi^h or low, either rich or poor, as of 
every other profession, order, and community, take much 
shame to himself, as being, by his ill conduct, ffuilty of a 
threefold evil, i. e., that of disgracing himself bringing 
dishonour upon the profession or community of which 
be is so unworthy a member, and of hindering its profit- 
able progress in the world/ And you, brethren, with- 
out imagining that I suspect you to be other than, as 
brothers, I would* wish you, or as Masonry, properly 
studied and practised, must undoubtedly maRe you, 
suffer the word of exhortation which is contained in our 
text, and which is so congenial to the spirit and practice 
of our excellent Order.'' 

I begin with the first admonition: *^ lave the broAerhood.** 
And here truly I may say to you, as Moses said to the 

^TbB laws of Masonry are rather strfngent on this point ; and provide 
that no person shall be admitted without a regolar proposition m open 
Lodge, at least one month before his initiation, that every brother may 
have an opportunity of enqoiring into his character, to determine whether 
ha be a proper person to be admitted into the society. And if this 
provision were strictly adhered to, we should have less occasion to coin- 
plain of the misoondact of some of oar members. 

* It is a distinct law of Masonry that if the brethren holding a war- 
rant for a lodge render themselves unworthy of longer possessing it, the 
Grand Master may, after the Grand Lodge shall have decided on that 
fiut, transfer such warrant to other brethren, whom he may think deserv- 
iDff, with a new number, at the bottom of the lodges then on record. 
^*<It is a remark,'' says the author of "Stra;r Leaves," (p. 152) 
** frequently hazarded about Masonry, sometimes m a friendly and at 
others in a hostile spirit, that the body, as a body, effects nothing ; that 
its influence is unfelt — unseen ; that in a social, civil, and commercial 
sense, it is a nonentity. Is the accusation true or folse t Of the nume- 
rical strength of the society of Freemasons in this country they onl^ can 
form a Just idea who have access to its records. In fact, the tranqmllity 
of the Order, the regularity of all its movements, the ease and auietnde 
with which it is reeulated, veil from the many its hidden strength. But 
mav not inaction be carried too fitr? May not quiescence pass into 
indiflbrence? And the accusation of bein^ a slothful servant, 'who 
buried his talent in a napkin,' applv collectively as well as sin^y t — 
to Bodies and Associations, as well as to distinct and isolated indivi- 
duals T" I think they may. And it is owing to the prevalence of this 
opinion that the *' Freemasons' Quarterlv Review" has contributed so 
audi to the pnmerity of the Order, and nas beoome the aoknowle^gsd 
oigan of the eraft in every quarter of the globa 
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discordant Israelites in Egypt, *' Sirsj ye are brethren^^ 
brethren in the most extensive sense of the word. All 
men, it is true, we may say, are brethren by creation ; as 
he who made the world, of one blood made he all the 
nations upon the earth. All men also are brethren by 
redemption ; he who is the author of nature and the great 
restorer of fallen nature, tasted death far every man^ and will 
in his own times and seasons bring back all things to him- 
self; for as the poet says, all thinffs were made for him^ 
and nothing can be lost. So far all are brethren. But je 
have still farther obligations. Obligations voluntarily 
entered into, when your minds were at full maturity to 
consider ; when they had full liberty to have refused : yea, 

Je may be said, with a full maturity of understanding, to 
ave given yourselves wholly to the brethren, and that 
with the most serious asseverations of constancy and 
fraternal affection .' If, therefore, you are convicted of 
failing in the performance of so sacred and so deliberately 
engaged obligations, in what instance, I beseech you, 
shall we possibly hope to find you faithful in the perform- 
ance of any promise ! 

Having thus briefly remarked under what additional 
obligations we, as Masons, are brethren, permit me faith- 
fully to enforce the obligated duty of brotherly love, and 
which, for brevity's sake, we will observe, consists, first, 
in gentle reproof in error ; secondly, kind instruction and 
advice in ignorance and difficulties; and, thirdly, in tender 
commiseration and relief in sorrow and distress. First, 
brotherly love consists in gentle reproof in error ; nor is 
St. Paul's benevolent definition of Love, "in that it hapetk 
all ihingsy^ any kind of check to this particular exercise 
of brotherly love. For should love be exercised to all 
the extent of the sense which we might put upon this 
expression, we must be so totally blind to each other's 
errors that one great duty, both of Christianity and of 
Masonry, i. e. reproof, would never be exercised.* And 

* Oar transatlantic bretliren give this explanation of the term brothen 
** Freemasons are brethren, not only by common i)artidpation of tbe 
human nature, bat as professing the same faith, as being jomtly engaged 
in the same labours, and as being united by a mutual covenant, or tifl^ 
whence they are all so emphatically called brethren of the mystic tie." 

*It is frequently objected by the opponents of Masonry that this 
perfect brotherly love does notalways subsist amongst the fraternity, and 
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io far would it be from beiog right to exercise tw^ a degree 
<if love* that, ultimately, it would be attended with the 
greatest mischief. God, even Qod, whose name and 
nature is Love^ correcteth, reproveth, and chastisetb those 
who are in error. The good parent, however indulgent, 
correcteth and reproveth the faulty child. And it is 
a strong cement to friendship, to give and to receive 
reproof. It is the manner and disposition with which 
reproof is gwen^ which gives its essence, or takes away its 
excellency. The propriety of the duty is established by di- 
vine and apostolical authority, the manner of its perform- 
ance must in some measure depend upon circumstances, 
and should at all times be guided by the spirit of our 
rd1i|;ion, from which we may confidently say. Masonry 
denves most, if not all, its precepts. In this, therefore, 
I briefly advise, let love be without partiality; be not 
always blind to the errora of your brother, lest he sin the 
sin unto death. And let your zeal be without rancour 
fmd fuiT ; let not the precious balm of salutary reproof 
break tne head of him you would wish to reclaim.^^ 

Again, brotherly love consists in the kind instruction 
of thy brother, wnen he is in ignorance and difficulties. 
AH have not abilities alike; all have not equal privilege 
of education ; nor will all ever exercise an equal diligence. 
Let, therefore, the wise kindly instruct the ignorant. A 
dispersion of knowledge will, at all times, heighten the 
felicity of knowing, nor is there an instance in which we 
Oao more particularly experience the truth of that j 



that dispntes and Qwrels are as prevalent in the lodge aa in other pnUie 
bodisB of men. This &ot cannot be denied. Freemasonry does not 
profeH to duuQge onr natore. Separate interests, and even a diflbrence 
0f opinion, wilTfreqaently prodnoe some degree of oontention. Ohristl- 
fu&ity has fiuled to prevent snch oocarrencos. How, then, can Masonry 
be expected to accomplish that which our holy religion finds impractic- 
able? And it is for this reason that Masonry, as well as Christian!^, 
osDtains a sys^am of punishments as well as rewards. 

^The Board of General Purposes has anthority to hear and determine 
aU tabjects of masonic complaint or irr^alarity, respecting lodges or in- 
dividual Masons, when r^giUarlj^ brought before it, iad generally to take 
Qflfiiflaaoe of all matters relating to the craft It may proceed to sua- 
Mision, admonition, or fine, according to the laws of the society ; and its 
Miiion shall be final, unless an ap^ be made to the Grand Lodge. 
9ut should any ease be of so flamnt a nature as to reouire the erasure 
of a lodge or the expulsion of a nrother, the Board shall make a special 
report thereon to the Grand Lodge, with which body alone the power of 
ensQfe andazpolnon raddes. (ClonstitationB of Masonry, in loc.) 
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iion, ** that it is more blessed to give than to receive^** 
than in this of teaching the ignorant, and improving the 
understanding and abilities of onr fellow-creatures. But 
let not your advice be as stripes, or your instructions as 
goads; let brotherly kindness clothe your words, and let 
not the administration of advice and instruction even 
taste of the poison of bitterness and severity. 

Again, brotherly love consists of tender commiseration 
and relief, in sorrow and distress. Here, the eye, the ear^ 
the heart, the hand, are all employed. The eye sees the 
wound, apd drops the piteous tear; that is the true 
luxury of a tear, when we weep with those who weep. 
The ear hears the melancholy sighs of grief, and the 
bosom heaves with the reciprocal sighs of love. The 
heart participates the silent groan, and melts into soft 
compassion. From the abundance of the heart, the hand 
is ffuided to act, as well as the mouth is taught to speak; 
and while the soft word of commiserating pity soothes 
the despairing soul of the afflicted, the benevolent band 
of compassionate relief is liberally stretched out, to 
relieve the sorrows of penury and distress.^ My friends 
and brethren, prove yourselves men, by the exercise of 
humanity; prove yourselves Christians, in this bright 
imitation of your compassionate Master: Tea, prove 
yourselves Masons, in the best sense of Masonry, the 
sister of the religion of the Gospel, by the constant 
exercise of this exalted principle of humanity; this 

Siritual trait of Christianity; this highly finished jewd 
Masonry, brotherly love. 
We pass, my Mends, hastily on, to our second adm<mi- 

u i* 'Fhe great demand for mercy which there is in the world, is oo- 
casioned by the acarci^ of justice. The labours of love would little b» 
wanted, if the debts of jnstice were everywhere paid. It is the dishon- 
esty of the many that creates the mat importance of the kindness that 
is exhibited by the few. Daring the darkness of the night we are glad 
of that silver sister to the day, wnoee light, when the son is in the heavens^ 
we do not want Of what do the acts of charity, for the most part, 
consist, bat coanterworks to the operations of injostice — ^bat attempts to 
repair those breaches in homan nappiness which that enemy to it haa 
made— to expel the poison that scorpion has infbsed? The offices of 
brotherly kindness indade little more than interpositions to shield mankind 
from tlie blows of man ; to protect oppre^ed innocence ; to defend 
injared &me ; to wipe the tears which craelty has caused to flow ; to 
redress the various wrongs which the anrighteoos have heaped upon the 
heads of mankind." (Fawoett's Sermons, vol. i., p. 332.) 
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Hon, fear God. Do any ask, as a preliminary to their 
intended entrance into our Royal Order, whether it 
contains anything inconsistent with religion, or the 
essence of religion — the fear of God ? I answer without 
hesitation, upon the credit of this sacred place, where 
Ood dwelleth ; no ! Yet, that all who profess Masonry 
are not religious, is as truly to be lamented, as that all 
are not Chnstians, who bear the name of Christ, and the 
profession of Christianity. But Masonry itself, in all its 
sentiments, ceremonies, and profession, bears every 
characteristic of Him who built the universe, lightea, 
warmed, and ornamented this world, with all those orbs 
of light and heat, which beautify the canopy of heaven, 
and who, without labour, perfected the whofe.^ By the 

''Throvghoat the whole of these aermoiis it will be found that the 
•cienoe of Freemasonry is blended with Ghri^anity. That Freemasonry, 
in the abstract, is not a system of religion, is an evident fact which no in- 
telligent Mason will attempt to deny. Bat Bro. Inwood had studied 
Freemasonr? only through its lectures; and, at the period when he 
flourished, the^ contained such unequivocal marks of an identity with 
our holy religion, that he took it for ^nted that Freemasonry was a 
Christian institution ; and I believe ninety-nine out of every hundred 
Masons, then living, were of the same opinion. Indeed, how was it pos- 
sible to entertain a different belief when such passages as these were con- 
tioiully rin^ng in the ears of the brethren from the chair of the lodge? 
At the very first entrance of a candidate, &c, " To what do * * * * 
refer ? To a certain text in scripture, which says. Ask and ye shall 
have, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you." 
(Matt. vii. 7). Again, '' This is the third and grand reason why all 
Christian churches, chapels, and regularly constituted lodges, are placed 
due east and west" — ** How do you hope to attain the spangled canopy 
of heaven ¥ By the help of the three theological virtues, depicted in a 
Masons' lodge by a laader. What are those virtues ? F^th, Hope, 
and Charity." (1 Cor. ziii.) Once more. " Faith is the evidence of 
things not seen, the substance of things hoped for." (Heb. xi. 1.) ** To 
whom are our lodges dedicated ? To tit John the Baptist Why to 
him? He being the forerunner of our Saviour, preached repentance, 
and drew the first line of the gospel. Had St John the Baptist any 
equal ? He had— St John the Evangelist Wh^ is he equal to the 
Baptist ? Because, comine after the former, he finished by his learning 
what the other beg^n bv his seal." ' ** Why do three rule a lodge? In 
allusion to the Trinity, there being three persons in the Godhead. Why 
do five rule a lodge ? In allusion to the birth, life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension of our Saviour Jesus Christ." And then followed a con- 
cise explanation of each of these prominent events in the career of the 
Bedeemer, ending with these words : — " for he saith, in mv Father's 
house are many mansions ; if it were not so I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you ; and I will oome again and receive you 
luto mjmf, that where I am, there ye may be also." (Joha xiv. 2, 3). 
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•cieBce of Masonry, we are raided to study the order, 
beauty, regularity, and usefulness of all the mighty 
works in nature ; and, by its precepts and admonitions, 
we are led from nature up to nature's Ood. Yea, my 
friends. Masonry leads us from the beautiful building of 
the universe up to its Almighty Architect ; and binds 
sn, in the most sacred obligations, to fear him, who can 
build, and who can destroy, who can raise, and who can 
pull down. Yet, not to fear with that slavish fear, as 
if he delighted to destroy; but to fear with that filial 
awe and reverence which becometh those who fear him 
who hath built on purpose to endure ; and who, though 
on account of the aestruction with which Satan hath 
injured his works, must change them, yet will again 
make all things new, will again make all beings hap- 

Fear him, then, with a filial fear, better expressed by 
that better word love, who, though the building hath 
been injured by the defection of sin, will restore and 
ornament it with all its original order, regularity, beauty, 

These particnlars, independent of the namerons types of Christ with 
which tne lectures of Masonry are impregnated, woold be sufficient to 
persuade every brother that Freemasonry and Christianity were linked 
together in an indissoluble bond ; and so strongly marked that no diver* 
sitv of ODinion on the subject might exist amongist the fraternity. 

" With such illustrations before us, how absiutl the argument appeals 
which we see renewed by the opponents of Masonry, although rerated 
over and over amin, that Masonry is a system of deism. It has been 
decried by the Bomish Popes, by the deists Paine and Carlile ; it is 
still vituperated by the Roman Catholic Bishops, by the Wesleyan 
Methodists, and by a prelate and many hackney writers of our own 
Protestant church, both evangelical and tractarian. How can tlds be? 
Let the jpersecutors reply. JBy some we are accused of introducing 
Christiamty into the Order ; others condemn us— and take great pains 
to prove — ^that it contains no Christianity. Herod and Pontius rilatd 
— Caiaphas and Judas Iscariot — bitter enemies in every other respect, 
cordially unite in decrying an institution which possesses more evident 
characteristics of every moral and social virtue than all of Uiem put 
together. Envr is the cause of it all. We have more virtue, more 
morality, more benevolence, and more of the practical fruits of rdigion, 
as a body, than is displayed by any other exclusive society in existence : 
and, hence we are hated, and persecuted, and subjected to all manner of 
vituperation. And all this time our defiimers, like the mole, are grub- 
bing in the dark, amidst mire and filth, being perfectly and profoundly 
Iffnorant on the subject of their lucubrations. See the *< Tablet," a 
Soman Catholic Journal ; the " Bepublican," of Carlile ; the " Chris* 
tian Bemembrancer," an Evangeliw Frotettant magssins; sad liis 
"English ChnrchmsD," Pos^ti. 
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exoelleQcy, and uaeftilness ; who will again adorn it with 
all its former beauty; who will cleanse all its defiled 
vessels ; who will make it a beautiful temple for his own 
overlastiDg residence ; who will manifest himself in all 
his glory, to all its inhabitants; and who will write 
upon its doors and door-posts, upon its windows and 
window-frames, upon its porches and pillars. Holiness 
to the Lord, felicity to all its innnmeraole inhabitants, 
and no admission, no, no admission to pain or sorrow, or 
misery, or death. My friends at large, and brethren in 
Masonry, fear God, that great architect, who builds, and 
no one can wholly destroy; and who will hereafter 
beautify, and no one shall be able to spoil. 

With our third admonition, honour the kingy we shall 
now hasten to conclude our subject. I am very sensible 
that it is the opinion of many, that a political subject is 
by no means a proper subject for pulpit disquisition, and 
especially is this observation made by those with whom 
our sentiments may happen to clash. The force of this 
observation, I am ready at certain times, and in particu- 
lar circumstances, fully to admit ; but, my friends, in the 
present day, when the consuming flames of a political 
ibror have had, in so neighbouring a nation as that of 
France, that destructive tendency to pull down, or uni- 
versally pollute, the temples of God, and all their holy 
things ;^^ to kill, banish or expose to the miserable 
necessity of living upon the charity of our nation, the 
priests of the temple ; in the present day, when it is a 
proof of patriotism to blaspheme God and his religion, 
and to suDstitute for adoration a licentious liberty, and 
the decrees of tyrants ; when it is thought consistent 
with the rights of man to deny the existence of God, 
and the sovereignty of all his attributes ; and to substi- 
tute in the stea3, a ridiculous equality, totally inconsist- 
ent with the present imperfect state of man ; when it 



M DrwFraiikliD has wittilv exposed all raoh pnrsaits, in his &ble of 
the Bphemeral Fly, which he makes to reason thus : — " It was the opin- 
ion of many learned philosophers of the race of flies, who liTed and 
flonrlshed loi^ before my time, that this vast world which we occupy 
Qsnnot subsist more than eighteen hoars. I have lived seven of these 
hoars ; a great age, no less uian four hundred and twenty minntes of 
time. How very few of as oontinae so long I I have seen ^nerations 
bom, floariah, and expire. My present friends are the children and 
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is the united effects of religion and patriotism to lay 
aside all the ideas of subordination upon which the hap- 

Siness of man, both in a civil and religious sense^ so much 
epended : and to substitute rapine, plunder, murder ; I 
wy, when a political furor has produced such horrid 
effects as these, so near us, and even among us, the 
beginning of such tfainffs have made, daily make, and in 
a very recent instance have particularly made so alarm- 
ing an appearance; surely, then, politics become even a 
necessary part of our religion.^ And in such a general 
defection from every thing which is consistent with true 
religion and patriotism, were we, whom God has ap- 
pointed the guides of your religious exercises, wholly to 
hold our peace, we might expect that the stones would 
cry out against either our insensibility or our disaffec- 
tion.^* AJh ! my beloved brethren, let us recollect, that 
no where, in that wretched country, could a body of 
Masons meet in the manner we are met ; first to pay, 
without fear or distraction, our humble and devout 



grandchildren of the friends of my youth, who are now, alas I do more ; 
and I most soon follow them ; for by the coarse of nature, though still 
in health, I cannot expect to live above seven or eight minntes longer. 
What now avails all my toil and labour in amassing honey dew on this 
leaf, which I cannot live to enjoy ? What the jwlitical stragvles I have 
bem eoffaged in for the ^ood of my comnatriot inhabitants of the bush ; 
or my pnilosophiciJ studies for the benent of our race in general, which^ 
in a coarse of minatee, will come to its end, and be buried in oniversal 
ruin?" 

^^ Politics are not allowed to be introduced in a lodge under certain 
prescribed penalties ; but those who are old enough to remember the ex- 
citement of the times when th^se sermons were written, wiU not be sur- 
prised at the strong expressions of political feeling which occasionally 
occur, and which, in the present more refined age, would scarcely be 
tolerated in a grave discourse. 

^ "* It appears," says a contemporary writer, *^ from evidence not to be 
doubted, tnat tbere was, and is, a grand ccospiracy formed, and still 
carrying on, for efibcting a revolution, if poesibie, more tremendous than 
that of fVance ; leading to more universal plun<ter ; to more indiscrimi* 
nate massacre, to a more open and profligate rejection of all rdigion. 
Men who know nothing at all about the nature of government, are equally 
persuaded that it is altogether a farce or an imposture ; that men uving 
together on the surfiace of the earth, have nothing to do but to share the 
land equally among themselves ; that equal comfort, equal com, and 
wine, and ou, and meat, and clothing, and raiment, will come, as it were 
of course ; that life wiJl run away in a pleasant idleness ; and there will 
be nothing to dread from want or pam, from violence or fraud, firom 
acokJent or disease." 
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addresaes to our Right, our eyerlastiDg Right Worship- 
ful Master above ; and after that, in peaceful, social con- 
verse, to eat our bread with cheerfulness, and drink our 
wine with innocent mirth. And shall it, then, be thouffht 
an impertinent intrusion in this devout exercise, to add to 
brotherly love and the fear of God, the necessary admoni- 
tion we are now enforcing, '' Honour the king ?" Surely, 
no ! Of you I hope better things ! things wise for your- 
selves, wise for your families, wise for your friends, wise 
for all your fellow-citizens." You, my beloved brethren, 
all, methinks, will gladly suffer the exhortation, honour 
him, who, with all his power, so fully preserves to us 
the enjoyment of the present pleasant privilege, with 
ten thousand more, which time permits us not to mention. 
Honour him, whose eldest son is, in the present day, the 
first great ornament of your community ; and who, with 
bis other brothers, brethren of our royal Order, is a zeal- 
ous assistant in the preservation of all your happiest 
privileges. Honour him who, in union with the Lords 
and Commons of the nation, forms such a constitution, 
as, with all its excellencies, is not to be found in all the 
world besides.^' Honour him who, in his civil capacity, 

" The addresB of the masonic fraternity to his Majesty Qeorge IIL, on 
his providential escape from the atrocioos attenipt at assassination, was, 
as the Earl of Moira stated in the Grand Lodge, the best answer that 
conM be given to those who contended that Masonry was a leagne against 
constitated authorities ; an imputation the more secordy to be made, 
because at that period there existed no organ of the craft in which a 
reply might be made public The noble Earl, however, publicly contended 
that it is the invaluable distinction of this free countiV that such a just 
and unrestrained intercourse of opinions exist, as will not permit any 
number of men to frequent any dangerous or disguised society; and that 
it is impKMnible that anj profligate doctrines could be tolerated for a 
moment in a lodge meetuig under regular authority ; because its founda* 
tion-stone is— Fbab God, Honour thx King. 

" The following address was issued at the above period by the Gnmd 
Lodge of L^eland. *' The Grand Lodge of Irdand, as the ocmstitntcd author- 
ity and guardians of the craft, dean it incumbent on them to remind the 
respective lodges of this kingdom, that it is utterlv inconsistent with the 
fbndamoital principles, the ancient charges, and tne uniform practice of 
Freemasons, to permit any discussions or publications on religious or 
political subjects among them ; because these, of all others, are known to 
arouse the worst passions of men, and excite among the kindest brethrea 
the most ranoorous and lasting animoeities. True Masonry prefers no 
sect and acknowledges no party. A Mason's religion is t& fiathM 
worship of Qod ; his politics, a strict obedience to the laws of the countiy 
in which be raddes ; and a most cordial and nnremittii^ attadimpnt to 
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18, as far as haman ability will permit and enable him, 
the great representative of the King of Heaven. Honour 
him who, as a husband, father, friend, is a shining pattern 
for the best to imitate. Honour him with your words, 
and speak well of his name. Honour him with your 
persons, which, should his government be subverted, 
would be in immediate danger. Honour him with your 
fortunes, if, in the present critical moment, he should, 
with the advice of his parliament, ask a portion for his 
own and your defence.^' This advice, I aver, is good for 
all, whoever hear my voice ; but, with respect to Masons, 
I scruple not to say, and woe is me, if, as a minister of 
the high God and of that church of which the king is the 
temporal head, woe is me, if I am not faithful to mj 
trust and to my commission; if you obey not this admoni- 
tion in conjunction with the other two, with zeal, steadi- 
ness, and perseverance, you, if I am not totally mistaken, 
act repugnant to all the order of your community ; you 
forfeit, if I at all understand them, ^our most sacred obli- 
gations ; you run, if I know anythmg of the matter, you 
run contrary to the spirit and tenor of all your lectures. 
In short, if you obey not this admonition, you are not, if 
I may be permitted at all to judge, good men, nor good 



his sorerei^ Freemasons have snfficieiit opportonities of ezpreflsing 
their retig^ons and political opinions in other societies and in other 
capacities, and should not, nnoer any pretence whatsoever, soifer sach 
topics to invade the sacred retirement of a lodge, which is pecoliarlv 
appropriated to improve moral duties, correct human frailties, and incol- 
cate social happiness. The Grand Lodge, therefore, in discharge of their 
dnty, and actuated by the most anxious solicitude for the prosperitv, 
lumour, and unanimity of the whole masonic body of Ireland, earnestly 
exhort and require all the lodges of this kingdom to refrain from religious 
and political discussions, and all publications on such subjects." 

>*The Earl of Tyrone, in the Irish parliament, thus pressed his 
aeotiments at this ezdtiiu^ period : — " The concern with whicn the royal 
mind is impressed, in en&avouring to suppress and put an end to the 
various attempts which have been made to excite a spirit of discontent 
and disturbance, and to take the most efibctual means to suppress and 
prevent any attempts which may be made to efiEect by vicuence any 
alteration in our constitution, must, to every |[Ood subject, be an endear- 
ing and valuable proof of his paternal affection for his people, and his 
magnanimity in extending his anxiety to the preservation of peace to 
snrrouxiding nations, and of sharing with his allies the happiness which 
his subjects eigpy, and his endeavours to uphold tiie laws of nations, and 
protect from violation the sacred stipulations of treaties, must advanos 
Lis ftme and repatatioo, even ftirther than his arms." 
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Masons. Excuse my freedom of speech ; you have called 
me to speak amongst you, and I must be faithful to God, 
my conscience, and to my king. I therefore again advise, 
that as good Masons, as good men, as good citizens, you 
would love the brotherhood, fear God, and honour the 
king. And whether in our families, in our neighbourhood, 
in the church, in our lodge, or even in the cheerful, social, 
festive hour, let it be the wish of the heart, and the 
sound of every voice indited by the heart, that God 
would save the king, and by him preserve to us all our 
civil, religious, and masonic privileges ; to which I trust, 
with one heart and one voice, we shall all readily say. 
Amen and Amen.*^ 

Finally, my brethren, to sum up all, I would reiterate 
it a§[ain m your ears, so concerninff the same sentiments, 
I might escape no opportunity of reaching your very 
hearts; I would reiterate it again in your ears, that to 
love the brotherhood, to fear God, and to honour the 
king, are each and all of them such essential character- 
istics of the honourable profession of Masonry, that where 
both the sentiment and practice of them do not univers- 
ally prevail, whatever any man may call himself, I make 
no more scruple to pronounce that he is not a good Masotiy 
than I should hesitate to say, a thief, a murderer, a blas^ 
phemer, a sabbath-breaker, or an adulterer, is not a good 
Christian.^ 

As brethren^ then, in one of the first and most honour- 
able communities in the world, let it be said of you, with 
all truth, as it was once honourably said of the primitive 

" It was provided by the ancient laws of Masonry, that kings and 
other male sorereigns shaH be Grand Masters for life, to preside over the 
firatemity, with power to appoint a deputy, who shall share with him the 
titles and honom« of the crafL But if the soyereini is a female, or not 
a brother ; or a minor mider a regent, not a brotner ; or if the male 
sovereign, or the regent, though a brother, is neffligent of the craft, than 
the dd Grand Officers may assemble the Grand liodge in due form to 
dect a Grand Master, but not during life, only he may be annually 
lechosen while he and they think fit. 

^ In &ct he is not a Christian at all, althou^ he may have been 
baptiaed and recdved into the congr^ation ; nor is he to l>e esteemed a 
Mason, who violates his obligation bv practices which are at variance 
with the rules and precepts of the Oroer, although he may be acquainted 
with aU its external tokens. He has received i& letter, but not the spirit 
fii Truth ; and is no more a Mason, in reality, than he who has never 
passed the sacred threshhold <rf a lodge. 
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ChristiftDS, tee how these Masatu lave. Let all malioe, and 
envy, and evil speaking, and wrath, and contentions, 
be done away from amongst 70u ; and be ye kindly 
affectioned one towards another, with brotherly love, in 
honour preferring one another. Let this one laudable 
ambition excite your diligence in all your masonic labours, 
and in all your scientific researches, t. e. to excel in all 
those grand and prevailing traits of your professional 
glory-— CAari^yj brotherly lave^ benevoler^ce, goodrwiUP 

As labourers and workmen under the Great and Grand 
Architect of the Universe, I would advise you to imitate 
the good Nehemiah and his laborious companions. They, 
it is said, worked day and night to rebuild the walls of 
the holy qit^ ; so work ye, my brethren, not only with 
scientific skill, but with never-ceasing diligence, until the 
grand temple of your spiritual and eternal Masonry is 
fully raised to its topmost stone, with shouting of ever- 
lasting adoration upon its completion, for Us walls shall 
be salvation and its gates praise.^ 

As good subjects, my brethren, honour that king, 
whom, I flatter myself, I shall not dishonour, if, making 
use of our professional language, I call, the grand, the 
faithful, and the diligent tyler of every masonic lodge. 

•BeooUectthewordsorStPaal. '' Thoa^h I speak with tbe toiunies 
of meQ and of angels, and hare the gift of prophecy, and understand aU 
mystery, and have all faith so that I could remove mountains, and bestow 
all m^ goods to fSeed the poor, and give my very body to be burned, and 
yet with aU these have not Chari^, I am nothing more than a piece of 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal." That is, in plain wends, whoever 
is a struiger to the ardent love of his neighbour and of mankind, is stiJl 
iffnorant of everytiiing purely eva^elical, and for what end it was that 
Ohrist lived and died. And when St. John, the peculiarly beloved apostle 
of Christ, was reproached by his disciples for constantly preaching on this 
subject — ^what was his memorable answer ? It was this : '* Because it is 
flie precept of our Master, and whoever keeps it, shall be found perfect 
before Ood." 

* The above passage refers to a hymn chanted in one of the intermediate 
degrees before tue Boyal Arch, dunng the ceremomes, and may be found 
in Oross'a Chart 

AU hail to the morning that bids us rqjoioe; 
The Temple's oompleted, exalt hifh eaidi voioe; 
The cape-stone is nnished, oar InDonr is o'er, 
The sonnd of the gavel shall hail ns no moreb 

Companions assemble on this joyfhl day, 
CpiB oooasion is glorions) the key-stone to lay i 
TnlflUed is the promise by the Ancient of Days, 
To brii^ forth fth« oapeetone with shouting and pnriiS. 
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He guardeth by hia sceptre of political justice, righteous- 
ness and love, all the privileges of our royal Order ; and 
by the sword of his national power, he defendeth us from 
our foreign and domestic foes : and, though not a brother, 
he gives us every proof that he is more valuable than 
many brethren ; he is our protecting friend. As Masons, 
therefore, in gratitude for these distinguished favours, 
render we back, with warmest zeal, our due tribute of 
honour to the king and all his illustrious family; for 
where, besides here, can our honour be so justly due ? 

. PRAYER. 

Let us pray for the king's most excellent majesty, for 
his illustrious queen, and for every branch of that invalu- 
able family ; and as we are in duty bound, in a particular 
manner, pray we, for his Royal Highness, our Grand 
Master, the Prince of Wales, and every of his roval bro- 
thers, who have, or who intend to honour themselves and 
us by their union with our honourable society. May 
this kingdom, gracious God, never want a Protestant 
prince to wear its crown, or to sway its sceptre ; nor 
may our Order, by any species of disloyalty, forfeit its 

E resent high respectability, of being a valuable and 
onourable society, for royal union ; but may they and 
we individually cherish all that reciprocal benefit of 
masonic union, which arises from the true reciprocity of 
high and humble worth. 

Pour down, we pray Thee, O ! thou King of kinffs, thy 
universal blessing upon all estates and orders of man- 
kind amongst us — ^bless the great council of the nation — 
make our great men, good men — counsel thou our counsel- 
lors, and teach our senators wisdom. And that we may 
never want wise ancl good men to bear rule, either in 
church or state, let thy blessing rest in a particular 
manner upon the two universities of this land, as also 
upon all other schools of pious and useful education. 
Bless us as a nation, in all our national concerns — ^pro- 
tect and assist us in all our endeavours against the subtil ty 
of domestic foes, and the cruel and implacable machinar 
tions of all our foreign enemies. Succeed the tillage of 
our country, and give us to enjoy, in due season, from 
the moistenings of the early and the latter rains, and from 
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the genial warmth of thy prolific bud, the timely fruitB 
of the earthy in all the usual pleutitude of thine accus- 
tomed beneficence. May the rich, as they increase in 
riches, increase in gratitude to Thee, and in their liberality 
to the poor ; may the poor receive from the rich every 
necessary relief; and though still poor, may they be con- 
tented with their portion, knowing that Thou, in thine 
own wisdom, knowest what is best for all. 

In a particular manner, at this time, would we sup- 
plicate thy divine favor and blessing upon this small 
portion of a large community, now worshipping before 
thy glorious throne ; sanction, with thy divine grace and 
heavenly benediction, all the pious endeavours and all 
the benevolent intentions of this our sacred unity vnth 
each other ; make all, and each of us, useful and orna- 
mental members of this our very affectionate attachment ; 
give to us universally the true fear of thy holy name, 
that thy glory may ever rest upon us ; give us that true 
brotherly affection for each other, that shall lead us to 
the exercise of every Christian charity, every masonic 
benevolence ; inspire us with true Christian and British 
loyalty, that upon all occasions we may, if ever called 
upon, be found good and steadfast subjects to our king 
and constitution^— and, above all, make us devout and 
zealous members of the church of Christ ; that, having 
thus labored in the earthly lodge of masonic piety, 
charity, and integrity, we may be translated into that 
perfect lodge of eternal felicity whose builder and maker 
IB the everlasting Jehovah ; we beg all for the sake of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen and Amen. 



1 



SERMON III. 

ON PBATERNAL AFFECTION. 

PRBAOHED AT FAVERSHAM, MAT 18, 1795, AT THB AITHI- 
YBBSARY PBOVINCIAL QRAND LOBQE FOR THB COUNTY 
OF KBNT. 

** Ood is Lave : and he who dtpeUeth in Love^ dtoelUth in Qod^ 
and Ood in him/* 

1 JoBH W., part of fhe 16UiT«na 

Thb deepesti and the most to be lamented aonrce of 
human misery, is, that in the fall of Adam we lost oar 
likeness to the Deity, in that first and most prevailing 
characteristic of his divine nature and essence, love; the 
loss of this, which produced, or at least made way for, 
env^, malice, revenge, and all those evil tempers and dis- 

Eositions, which now so universally prevail in the human 
eart, stamped, in early day, that black and detestable 
character of murderer upon Cain, and sent him forth an 
accursed and detestable vagabond upon the earth* It is 
the loss of this characteristic of the divine nature, in its 
prevailing efficacv* which in all affes of the world hath 
unsheathed the bloody sword of the ambitious or cruel 
warrior ; and raises nation against nation, in all the hor* 
rors of strife, of envy, of contention, and of bloodshed.^ 

^ We haye a fearftd picture of these horrid paasioDB in one of the 
vIsioDs of Qaevedo. "I Baw Envy," says be, " dreased up in a widow's 
veil, and the Tery pictare of the gouvemante of one of oar noblemen's 
honses. She kept a continual fast as to the shambles, preying only a^n 
herself, and could not bat be very thin npon so mean a diet Nothing 
came amiss to her teeth, good or bad, which made them yellow and 
rotten ; and the reason was, that though she bit and set her mark upon 
the good and sound, she could neyer swallow it. Under her sat ner 
daughter Discord. She had formerly oonversed with married people ; 
but finding no need of her assistaiice there, away she went to coUegei 
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It is the loss of this, the divinest trait of divine perfeetioiit 
which in all ages hath filled the ohorch with controver* 
sies and persecutions ; and stained it with all its cruel 
crimes of martyrdom and banishment. It is the loss of 
this essence of the Divinity which breaketh the family 
compact, and findeth to tne man enemies in his own 
house. It is the loss of this from the divine excellency 
tiiat was breathed into the human heart, which in every 
situation causeth the friend, the neighbour, and the bro* 
ther, bitterly to lament in the language of Solomon : **Bjf 
nijgkt <m my bed I sought him whom my sotd loveth ; I 90Ughi 
him hut I found him not : I opened my heart to my beloved, out 
mvbdovedhad withdravm himsdf and vxis gone : my soul failed 
tmaihe spake: I sought him but I could not find him : I called 
him and hegave me no antwer.^^ 

In short, it is the loss of this characteristic of the 
divine nature, L e. love, from the hunum heart, which 
embitters, where they are embittered, every connection 
of human life ; makes every bosom at times loathe its 
own sensations ; and totally unfits us for the enjoyment 
of the beatific vision of God ; and the more or less we 
want and neglect the cultivation of this essence of the 
divine perfection, so the more or less shall we ever be 
like Cam of old, fruitless wanderers after happiness over 
the earth, and in the sight of God detested vagabonds in 
the worid.' 

and oorporatioiis, where, it aeems, they had more already toan th^knew 
what to do with. Then she took heraeif to courts and palaoes, and offi- 
ciated there as the devil's yicegerent. Next to her was Ingratitade ; and 
she, oat of a certain paste, mode an of pride and malice, was moaldinff 
of new devils. I was very mach delighted at this discovery, beinr of 
opinion, till now, that the angratefal iiad been the devils themaelvei ; 
because I read that the angels which fell, were made devils for their in- 
(fratitade." 

* An eminent divine, who was contemporary with Bro. Inwood, thos 
beaatifall^ improves the above sentiment : " When a dty is beset by 
an irresiBtible and an exasperated enemy, and the wide-wasting sword is 
every moment expected within its walls, is that a tune for the inhabitants 
to troable the few moments of liberty or of life tnat are left them, by 
mnfnal animosities, and intestine hostilities? Snrely then, if ever, it is 
a time for them to dwdl together in canity. The enemy without is enough ; 
notiking bat friendship should dwell within. Gome, then, my fellow-mor- 
tals, mi let us determine to dwell in fraternal union among onnelves. 
Look Tonnd and see how sickness, and pain, and death, surround us on 
every side, and la^ dose siege to our nature. Let us forget all private 
quarrels, and unite against the common foe. Let us Msolve to repel 
6 
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Son of the morning, how art thon fallen ! Created in 
the image of God, ornamented according to thy decree, 
with all the amiableness of that divine perfection, kwe^ 
by which alone that ^reat Supreme manifests to, and 
glorifies all his perfections towards all his inferior creur 
tion, but now, through the fall of man in paradise, de- 
prived of this lovely nature, and by this deprivation not 
only despoiled of goodness, innocence, and felicity, b«t 
exposed, unless restored by means of the divine exertion, 
to all the evil of sin, the malignity of Satan; and the dark- 
ness of misery and death. But oh! with angels let 
human hearts rejoice ; the God of love, unchanged though 
we have fallen, seeks his favoured, though fallen creature, 
and oh ! wondrous love ! for the cure of this defection 
in the human heart, it seems, ever since it took place, to 
have been the grand aim of the divine agency, in all his 
transactions with the human race.' 

And not only hath the Almighty, from the very begin- 
ning, set an example of this divine characteristic, in re- 
membering mercy in the midst of his threatened judg- 
ment, by sparing Adam, and giving him the promise ofa 
Saviour, and afterwards fulfilling that promise in all its 
fullest extent^ but in every age of the world hath he 
exerted the same divine benevolence for our recovery, 
and still in all his actions uses every different method 
which infinite power and wisdom can exert, to bring man 
to a participation of this his happy nature of love, and 
to reinstate him in all that lovely likeness from which, 
when he fell, his misery first began ; and to which alone 
reviving, his felicity can be insured. 

Observe the various methods he makes use of to effect, 
in his unhappily fallen creature, this new creation. Some- 
times he threatens, that he may alarm the careless; 

firom each other as many as we can of the natural eviis that assail ns all ; 
to keep off from one^nother, as long as we can, the last enemy of as all ; 
and to pity and comfort one another nnder the prospect of his certain 
approach either sooner or later." 

'ThroQghont all these discoiirses onr worthy brother appears to Iwve 
been intent upon inculcating, along with Freemasonry, tiie purest doo- 
trines of Ohristianity. And this was not considered inconsistent with 
ibm character of the Order. The blessings of universal redemption are 
applicable to Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, bond and free, and 
therefore form a Intimate subject of general discossion with any order 
ef men who practise an universal scienoe. 
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aometimes he entiees, that he may soften the hardened ; 
eometimes he calls aload with the rolling thunders of 
Mount Sinai, and makes the soul, in nature's darkness, 
tremble at his nod ; sometimes he tenderly woos with 
the breathings of gentle love, wafted from Calvary's 
hill, and melts to weeping penitence his hardened mur* 
derer; sometimes he lays upon us the rod of his afflio- 
tion, and, with the just discipline of a righteous master, 
he endeavours to scourge the rebel from the error of his 
way. 

Sometimes again, like a fond indulgent father, h« 
makes a feast, and as with the fatted calf, prepares, for 
the returning prodigal, though he sees him out at a dia* 
tance, the best robe and ring. Sometimes he issues 
forth his mandates, as the avenging judge, and, with a 
seeming angry tone, calls the unjust steward to give an 
account of his stewardship ; and, with all the appearance 
of incensed wrath, threatens imprisonment till the venr 
last farthing of the accumulated debt is paid, t. e., till 
punishment ejSects what love could not effect, and the 
rebel submits to the terms of ransom. Sometimes, 
again, and that very frequently, he gently rebukes the 
cruel, kindly reproves the covetous, and with authority 
and long suffennghe exhorts the uncharitable; and, as 
in the language of our text, tells what he himself is, and 
consequently what we must be before we can be like 
him, or happy in ourselves. God i$ love: and he who 
dtoeUeth in love^ i. e, in the lave of Ood and his feUauMrca^ 
turCf dwelleih in Ood, and God in hun.* 

Here, then, my friends, we have the verv native breath 
of heaven, breathing through the lips of a disciple of 
love, and fostering over every heart, to produce that 
same lovely likeness which is the essence of the divine 
nature, and which consequently must constitute th« 
essence of the human nature, before the latter can truly 
unite with the former, or enjoy its own intended native ' 
felicity. 

From these words, then, my friends, it is easy to ob* 
serve, that, fibst, you are excited to the exercise of vour 
natural duties as men, and your prrfesdonal duties both 

« This is the great and animating principle both of Christianity sod 
Msaonrv ; and hence the name of St John, the author of the sbovS ps»> 
Bsge, is highly venerated amoi^t J^fasoDS. 
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af Cbristiaiis and Masons, by a view of the nature of 
Gk>d, Ood is love : and O that we, in every capacity, as 
men, Christians, and especially as Masons, may look at 
.this oar natural likeness, till, absolved into its transform- 
ing essence, we truly awake up after the same lovely 
image. Sbcondlt, your duty is also here described ; the 
exercise of love, or the dwelling in love. And not only 
so, but, Thibdlt, for your encouragement, and as an 
excitement to a peculiar zeal in this Christian disposi* 
tion, the first of masonic principles, the high and glori- 
ous privilege of those who imitate this divine perfection 
is set forth in the strongest, most beautiful, ana enchant- 
ing languaffe : they dwell in God and God in them; to 
iwhich, my niends, we also may add, then, that they who 
exercise this amiable disposition dwell in heaven ; they 
have the kingdom of heaven within them.'^ 

Our first reflection, according to this introduction, is 
the nature of God, as the grand pattern of human imita* 
tion: **God is love.^^ To enlarge upon this, it might be 
wd of him, that this is his nature, in respect of all his 
creatures above, upon, or beneath the earth, who are 
<»pable of any kind or degree of sensation, of pain, or 
pleasure, of happiness, or misery. 
■ Yes, my frienas, love is his essential nature, and from 
which, as it regards all the creatures which he hath made, 
he can never change. But we shall confine the idea, 
bower pleasing in its enlarged sense, and only view this 
perfection of the Deity, as it looks down upon the human 
race ; because from this particular view of it, we have 
at this time a peculiar application to make to your pro- 
fessional feelings, as I hope I shall plainly discover before 
I conclude. 

I be^n, then, with observing, God is love; he displays 
it in his creation and providence ; his hand formed the 
human frame, and its very external fashion for felicity 
bespeaks the character of its great Creator; for we 



* The third point pt masonic fellowship directs the brother, when he 
oflfars np his qjacalations to Almighty God, to remember the welfhre of 
all members of the fraternity as well as his own ; becanse, as the voice of 
babes and snddings ascend to the throne of grace, so will tiie breathings 
lof a ferrent heart ascend to the mansions of bliss ; and it is commanded 
in holy scriptoxe, that prayer shonld be constantly oi&red up &r the 
brethren. 
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see or know of no other creature under the canopy of 
heaven, more complete even in this respect ; but if W6 
pass from its external form, to its internal powers, we 
then, unless very deprayed indeed, feel in its fullest 
sense the truth of the Apostle's assertion, that Chd u 

The internal powers of the human mind, working 
upon, influencing, and acting by the external faculties of 
the human body, produce, we see and feel it, a creature, 
in his native excellency, so very little lower than the 
angels, that man is, in himself, beyond his own descrip- 
tion. Hear the poet describe this wonderful unknown : 

** From dififerent natures maryellouBly mizt, 
OoimectioD exauisite of distant worlds ! 
Distingaish'd link in being's endless chain ! 
Midway from nothing to the Deity I 
A beam ethereal, sallied and absorpt I 
Tho' sullied and dishonour 'd, still oivine! 
Dim miniature of greatness absolute I 
An heir of gloiy 1 a frail child of dust ! 
Helpless immortal 1 insect infinite I 
A worm 1 a God 1 I tremble in myself, 
And in myself am lost ! 

TOUKO. 

Such, indeed, is man, that there is not a felicity, either 
in this world or in that which is to come, which man is 
incapable of. We are even lost in admiration and 
wonder, when we contemplate the exquisite felicity of 
seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, smelling ; senses, which 
though common to the brute creation, we enjoy so emi- 
nently superior to them, that they seem scarcely the same 
causes producing the same efliects.'' But how much 

* The following passa^ of scripture are read by our tnmntlaiitio 
brethren, during the admission of a candidate into one of the degrees of 
Craft Masonry : " The stone which the builders refused, is become the 
head of the comer. (Psal. czyiii. 22.) Did you never read in the 
Scriptures that the stone which the builders rejected is become the head 
stone of the comer r (Mat. xzi. 42. Mark. zii. 10. Luke xz. 17.) Thig 
stone, tiius celebrated in Freemasoniy, was our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, whose love to the brethren was manifested in a life of pain, and 
a death of infiuny, voluntarily endured for their salvation. 

* Disquisitions on the senses formed a part of the masonic lectures 
which were used during the last, and at the commencement of the present 
century. It was there stated that ** the objects of human knowleage are 
innumerable ; the channels by which this knowledge is conveyed, are few* 
Among these, the peroqition of eternal things by the senses, and the in- 
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more tbis admiration and wonder, when we contemplate 
the facalties of the mind. Deep and extensive thought, 
and pleasant reflection, upon the present; recollection 
and remembrance of past circumstances ; with a sweet, 
and as it were, a greedy participation of what is to come. 
We are, by our mental faculties, acquainted with, and as 
it it were enjoy, the pleasing wonders of ages fled before 
onr own existence ; we have a large circle of grateful 
and profitable reflection, filling up the present exercise 
of the soul, and we are looking forward, and participate 
as it were, with an immortal mght, that unknown, that 
unfathomable eternal security. 

Surely, my friends, these faculties in the possession 
of a created beinff, ought, and certainly will, ii properly 
considered, testily their author a source of love, and 
accord with the grand truth of our text, that ** God is 
laveJ* How much more so, if we view him as the God 
of Providence ? Exactly consistent with his creation of 
our being, as capable of every enjoyment, is that ample 
provision which he hath made lor us in all the vaned 
beauties, and the abundant riches of his providence. 
That every thing around us is made purposely, or only 
for us, or our enjoyment, is a vanity whicn does not by 
any means become us; but that every thing is so order- 
ed and so constructed, that we do, or may enjoy it, in a 
very superior manner, should be to us at once a proof of 
his goodness, and in us an excitement to gratitude and 
praise. 

The heavens with all those hosts of celestial lights ; 
the earth with all its fossils, fruits, herbs, and flowers, 
with its flocks and herds upon a thousand hills ; the un- 
fathomable and unbounded ocean, the rivers, lakes, and 
pools, with all their scaly tribes ; the air and its feathered 

formation we receive from human testimony, are not the least consider- 
able ; the analogy between them is obvioas. In the testimony of natnre 
^ven by the senses, as well as in human testimony given by information, 
tilings are notified by signs. In one as well as the other, the mind, either 
by original principles or by custom, passes from the sign to the concep- 
tion and belief of the thing signified. The signs in the natoral langoage, 
as well as the sensations producing our original perceptions, convey 
rimilar ideas in all climates and nations, and the skill of interpreting 
them, it would seem, is not acquired, but innate." And the ezpoeition 
concluded with some beautifbl definitions, which were expunged by Dr. 
HsBunlng in his t«?idon of the leotnres. 
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inhabitants ; the chaDging seasons of winter and summer ; 
spring and autumn ; day and night ; cold and heat ; the 
moistening shower and the drying sun ; the calm and the 
tempest; the northern blast and the southern breeze; 
riches and poverty ; health and sickness ; pain and ease; 
labour and pleasure ; the unity of peace and the sword 
of war ; the exalted state of some, and the low estate of 
others ; in short, his whole creation of the wide extended 
world, and his government of the universe, is in every 
atom, and in every circumstance, a manifestation of the 
love of him, who made it, to those who are the appointed 
possessors of it ; and loudly declare, that God, in respect 
to man, is, in his essential nature, the God of love* ]Nay, 
my friends, may we not take one step farther in tms 
pleasant meditation, and say that even the widest con- 
trast of his conduct towards us, declares his nature love* 
For instance, does he afflict any of us or our frinds with 
sickness, pain, and poverty ; how do these increase the 
value of health, of ease, and of riches ? Does he afflict 
the nations with sedition, war, and tumult ; how do 
those frequently teach the inhabitants of those nations 
the inestimable value of union, of peace, and of friend- 
ship ?* Does he in dreary winter cut off the beauties of 
nature, with the nipping frost and the northern blast ; 
how doublv sweet is the returning sun, the southern 
breeze, and the western shower? Yes, how doubly 
sweet are these, to renew the life of nature ; to restore 
her vernal beauties; to spread around her sweeter 
odours; and to load the earth with his renewed bounties? 
Nay, does he put the finishing stroke to man's felicity 
upon earth, and close his eyes in the solemn darkness 

* Acelebrated wcitst observes, that there is scaroelj a single one of all 
the varioas evils in homan life, which ask the redress of the benevolent, 
bat what is inflicted, not by nature, not by Qod, bat b^ man, npon man. 
Even health, that department of haman happiness which appears to be, 
in a manner, the sole province of natnre, where every vicissitade seems 
reserved for the immediate, sole, and nnmized administration of provi* 
dence-— even this sphere is invaded by the bold step of homan ii^jnstioe. 
Mach of sickness uat calls for the attendance of friendship, or the balm 
of charity, has been occasioned by the sale of medicines which avarice 
has adulterated ; by the food it has partially poisoned ; or the impoper 
medical treatment of anedacated pretenders to an art which, in him 
who knows that he does not nDderatand it as he ought, it is moidsr to 
practioe. 
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of death ; how peculiarly bright, from this veiy awful 
birGumstance, will the morDine of the resurrection ap- 
pear, when death, as the Apostle beautifully expresses it» 
IS swallowed up of life ; and the mortal body, like the 
immortal soul, shall rise, triumphant over death, to life 
and immortality?^ . 

Surely, then, we may safely say, there is nothing in 
providence, nor is there anything in nature, but says 
with the Apostle in our text, that '^ God is love^*^ unmixed 
love to the human race. And, my friends, if so in what 
he has made us, and in what he has provided for us, how 
much more so in his great purchase of us, by the redemp- 
tion of his Son? 

This, it is true, brings the sorrowful reflection of our 
abuse of his creation and providence ; which for a mo- 
ment must be a drawback upon the felicity of our calcula- 
tions : yet still it adds force to our argument: for indeed, 
if possible, it deepens the unfathomable depths of his 
unchangeable love ; for when we consider how ungrate- 
fully we forfeited his favour, and^made ourselves un- 
worthy of the least of his mercies, and vet he changed 
not; when we reflect how we have madfe ourselves the 
subjects of wrath, of darkness, and of sin, and yet his 
mercy changed not; when we consider how we have 
made ourselves miserable, and yet he is the same God 
who delighteth in mercy, and hath paid our ransom : 
surely our feeble minds are lost in the contemplation of 
this wonderful perfection of .the Deity. We had destroyed 
ourselves, but he hath restored us. We had sold our- 
selves for nought, but he hath purchased us with his 
blood. We hM yielded ourselves to the enemy, and 
purchased sin, misery and death ; but he, in the consum- 
mation of his eternal love, descended from his mansions 
of life, bliss, and glory, to the humiliating state of pain, 
poverty, and death, that he misht restore us to himself, 
and re-establish us in holiness, pappiness, and life. Yes! 
when he saw us in the very depths of misery, traversing 
the road to ruin, and seeding death in the error of our 

* How ezqaiftitely beaatifdl is the aboye reference to the third dBeree 
of Masonry, as applied to the oniTeraal destination of man ; redeemed by 
diTine grace— purified from the pollutions of sb— sanctified by the blood 
of the Lamb — and glorified in an eternity of happiness beyond the 
grave. 
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ways, he had pity on us, his compassion wrought for us, 
ana his love contrived and executed the plan of our re- 
covery. It is performed ; Satan has lost his eager prize ; 
Death has been spoiled of his victory ; and the Lord of 
Life has risen victorious over death, hell, and the grave ; 
man is purchased from the jaws of destruction; and 
heaven, by the redeeming love of God, is open for our 
reception ; all are purchased ; all are redeemed. 

" Aad was the ransom paid ? it was : and paid, 
What can exalt the bounty more, for yon. 
The sun beheld it — ^no, the shocking scene 
Drove back his chariot : midnight veil'd his &ce. 
San I didst thou fiie thy Maker^s pain ? or start 
At that enormous load of human guilt 
Which bow'd his blessed head, overwhelmed his cross, 
Made groan the centre, burst earth's marble womb 
With pangs, stmnge pangs ! delivered of her dead ? 
Hell howl'd, and heaven that hour let fall a tear. 
Heaven wept, that man might smile I heaven bled, that man 
Might never die I" Youno. 

Yes truly, God, as in his original nature, is again re- 
▼ealed unto us ; as in creation and providence, so in the 
revelation of the Gospel of his Son, tAe Qod of lave; love 
unbounded! love unsullied / love universal !^^ We had made 
ourselves poor, but he hath administered to our poverty, 
and given us the true riches. We were ignorant, and out 
of the way ; but he hath instructed us in true wisdom. 
We were naked and exposed to every evil ; but he hath 
wrought robes of righteousness, wherewith to clothe and 
shield us from every evil. We were as wanderers going 
astray; but he hath brought us back unto his fold again. 
We were hungry and thirsty ; but he hath purchased for 

* This is symbolized in sublime Masonry by a pelican. The medieval 
interpretfttion of this symbol is ffiven as follows by Sir David Lindsay of 
the Mounts lion King, in his MS. ooUectanea, preaerved in the Advo- 
eates' Library, Edinburgh. '^The pellican is ane foale in Egypt, of the 

n* lUds anld men sa^ that the htill birdis straikis thair fader in the 
with thair wingis, and crabis him quhill he slavis thame. And 
auhen the moder seis thame slane, scho g^reitis and makis grit dule thre 
dayis laog, quhill scho streUds hirself in the breist with hir neb, and 
garris the Made skayl vpone hir birdis, (juhairthrow thai restoir and 
tomis to lyf agane. Bot some folkis sayu thai are clekkit swownand, 
lyk as thai war bot life, aod that thak fiider haillis thame agane with his 
blude. iuad this maaer haly kirk beiris witnes, quhair our Lord sayis 
that he is maid lyke the pellican." 
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U8 the true bread of life, and the waters of salvation. We 
were sick with iniquity, and in the prison of darkness 
and despair ; but he hath visited us, and set us free. We 
were dying ; but behold ! through him we live for ever- 
more. Surely, as the Apostle says, *' (rod is love.** 

This I know is a subject of pleasant contemplation, 
and I have little doubt of gaining the opinion and appro- 
bation of much the major part, if not quite the whole, of 
niy present audience, numerous as it is. This privilege 
of the Gospel, t. e. the contemplation of the love of Ood 
to his creatures, is a subject upon which its ministers 
may launch out into the most extensive boundaries, and 
no reproach shall attach itself to them from any quarter. 
But, mv friends, we have, upon all these occasions of 
addressmg ourselves to our fellow-sinners, a farther duty 
also to perform. We have, as a return to this high 
privilege of contemplating the love of the Creator to the 
creature, to enforce the return of the gratitude and duty 
of the creature to his kind and merciful Creator. 

Now, however ill a use many may have made of this 
grand, this glorious, this enchanting subject, the love of 
God, and turned it into a cloak for licentiousness ; of you, 
my beloved hearers in general, and of you, my brethren 
and Masons in particular, I hope better things ; nor will 
I suffer a doubt to remain in my mind, but that the duty, 
deducible from this contemplation, will be equally pleas- 
ing ; which i^ the exercise, according to our degree, of 
the same lovely disposition, styled in the Apostolic 
language, ^* dwelling in love.** 

Now this amiable disposition, in the heart both of the 
true Christian and of the operative Mason," (you see I 
am very anxious to take the whole of my audience, both 

" Brotherly love or charitj ie the foandation of Masonry. It pervades 
erery rite and ceremony — ^is infnaed eqoaily into ducipline and doctrine 
—enforced in the lectaree— cmd at the time when Bro. Inwood flonriehed, 
formed the concluding recommendation at the dose of all masonic bosi- 
nesB. ** Yon are to ealtivate brotherly love, the foandation and cape«tone, 
the fflory and cement of this oar ancient and honoorable fraternity ; 
avoiding all wrangling and qnarrellinff , slandering and backbiting ; not 
permitung others to defame the diaracter of any honest brother, 
which yoa are to defend to the utmost of yoar power, as fer as is con- 
sistent with yonr own honour and safety. Hence all may see the boiign 
inflaenoe of Masonry, as all good Masons have done from the beginning 
of the world, and wul do so to the end of time." 
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Masons and others, with me to heaven) hath a doable 
reference in its exercise. First, it is centered in Qod ; 
and, secondly, as a fruitful tree, it spreads around its 
luxurious branches; forming a shade for the afflicted, 
and scattering its pleasant fruits for the relief and the 
repast of the poor, and the distressed of every kind.^^ 

First, it is centered in God. Love^ is that purest foun- 
tain, from whence flows every stream of the purest 
devotion ; indeed we may truly say, without love, there 
is no real piety towards God, nor without it, is any 
sacrifice we offer acceptable to him. My son, give me thy 
heartt with all its affections, is always the demand of God 
to his creature, man. Custom may drag us to the house 
of God ; fear, and an alarmed conscience, may extract 
the humiliating language of confession ; fashion may 
tune our voices in any general assembly of Christian 
worshippers ; curiosity, and a love of novelty, may hur- 
ry us from one place of worship to another, and keep us 
in a very steady round of all external duties ; an osten- 
tatious love of praise, may make us charitable; and 
Pharisaical pride, may even lead us to the holy com- 
munion of the supper of the Lord. But where, my 
friends, in all these external acts, is any real religion ? 
Alas for true religion ! excuse, my beloved hearers of 
every class, this tender, this pathetic lamentation, which, 
believe me, only sighs, as it were, an affectionate doubt, 
for ttie safety of the immortal souls of my fellow-crea- 
tures ; for, notwithstanding all the external appearances 
of religion amongst mankind, I cannot but deeply lament, 
and heavily fear, for the reality of religion ! Yes, my 
friends, however I may offend, I must be faithful, and I 
still cry out and say, I do very much fear there is much 
of all these external performances in the world, and God 
is not in all, or indeed, I fear in any of the thoughts of 
thousands, who are found therein. 



^ It may be neoeBsary here to remark, that a brother is not entitled to 
partake of the general charity, nnlees his name is registered in the books 
of the Grand I^ge, nor unless he shall have been at least for two years 
a eontribating member of a lodge, and all the arrears paid np. It is also 
neoessary to show, that at the thne of Jiiis initiation, he was in decent 
circnmstances. The limitation of two years does not, however, extend 
to extreme cases, such as shipwreck, captore at sea, loss by fire, or dis- 
locating a limb. 



M 8BBM0N m. 

My frieBds, be not offended, I do not accuse or condemn 
any of you, God forbid I should ; but this I sincerely ad- 
vise, let all take heed, lest conscience should give the 
great offence of this salutary detection ; I repeat it then 
again, from divine authority, that without the love of 
God, there is no real religion. Whatever are the duties 
you perform, if God has not the heart, he will not accept 
the person ; bodily exercise profiteth nothing, it is tne 
spirit only can justify or condemn ; the body in all its 
most pious attitudes, without the affections of the soul, 
is bat a lifeless mass. Contemplate the love of God to 
you, in all his various relations as creator, preserver, and 
redeemer ; and behold what he has made you ; see what 
he has given you ; look how he bled for you ; and can 
you give him a less sacrifice than the affections of that 
soul, through the possession of which you are only like 
him, and through the dedication of which you are only 
capable of enjoying him? Is it reasonable, then, to ima- 
gine, that since, without that spirit with which he has 
quickened the body, you would not be really what you 
are, that he will be satisfied with bodily exercise only 1 
Surely, no ! Without the animations of the spirit, 
blindness, lameness, death, seizes on us ; and wilt you 
offer the blind, and the lame, and the dead, in sacrifice 
to him, or should he accept this at your hand ? Surely, 
no ! More than this is due to him who gave the body, and 
who gave the spirit also ; and, believe me, without more 
than this, he will accept of nothing. 

As God is love ; so it is only they who dwell in love, 
dwell in him, or are united to him. It is only the heart, 
with its affections devoted to God, which can g^ve true 
devotion to prayer ; true humility to confession ; true 
praise to the voice of melody ; true efficacy to the Word 
preached. It is only this which can, in the holy sacra- 
ment, constitute the bread, the body of Christ, and the 
wine, his blood. It is only this, which makes public 
worship, public religion ; or private prayer, true devo- 
tion. Without love, we are disunitcMi from God ; we 
dwell in the world of darkness and sin, instead of dwell- 
ing in God ;" and are strangers to his covenant, and his 

"* Qnevedo, in his second vision, has drawn a fearftd picture of this 
world oi darkness and sin. He sajs : ** I saw in my vision three moving 
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promise. Without this love, wisdom, in all its human 
ezcellenoV) is but ignorance ; profession, in all its flaming 
garbs, is but presumption ; and devotion, in all its most 
sacred forms, is but solemn mockery. But vrith, or in 
the exercise of, this love, the most feeble desire of the 
heart, is taking the kingdom by violence ; is uniting 
earth to heaven ; and brings the Deity, with all his 
reigningpowers, into the human soul, to govern its affec- 
tions. With this love our wisdom will be that true wis- 
dom which is said to have come down from above, and is, 
in its nature, like its oriffin, pure, simple, easy to be 
entreated, without partiality, and full of those works, 
which are not only fair in appearance, but ffood in their 
nature. With this love, our profession will never be in 
danger of acquiring the appellation of hypocrisy, but 
will bear the test of scrutiny ; and however severely 
tried, will be found a firm possession. Tes ! vnth this 
love, our devotion will be the true devotion of the soul, 
in all its native simplicity and sincerity. This heavenly 
spark within our bosoms will catch that heavenly flame 
of divine and seraphic love which alone can unite the 
Creator to the creature ; and thus alone can be formed 
and completed that true felicity of the human soul — ^the 
union to its Divine Original. 

And now, my friends, and you my masonic brethren In 
particular, by way of a practical application of this sen- 
timent, suitable to the occasion oi the day, I shall con- 
clude my discourse with observing that this holy flame 
of divine and heavenly love, being the principle of the 

■pectreBy armed, and of human shape, and so like each other that I ooold 
not Bay which was which. On the other side, just oppoeite, was a dread- 
ftd monster in a fierce and obstinate combat with them. Here Death 
made a stop, and &cing aboat, asked me if I knew these peo|^e. Alas, 
no 1 said I ; heaven be praised I do not, and I shall pat it in my litany 
that I never may. How ignorant thou art, cried Death ; these are thy 
old acquaintances, and thou hast hardly ever kept any other company 
since thou wert bom. Those three are the World, the Flesh, and the 
Devil, the capital armies of thy soul ; and they so much resemble each 
other, as well in quality as appearance, that eDectually, whoever has one, 
has all. The proud and ambitious man thinks he has got the World, but 
it proves the Devil. The man of pleasure fancies he has ffot the Flesh, 
but that is the Devil too ; and, in a word, thus it fiures with all other sin- 
ners. The monster that fights against the other three is the devil of 
Money, who maintains that he himself alone is equivalent to all the 
other time ; and for aught I see, be has the better end of the stall:" 
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heart, the actions will uniformly show themselves as the 
correspondent fruit ; and as love to Qtod is the root and 
stamina of all true religion, and from whence alone 
arises that true gospel tree which spreadeth wide its 
luxurious branches, and forms a wide-spreading shade to 
all human affliction, with fruits of luscious taste, and 
medicine of healing power, for all her distressed votaries, 
so is it the characteristic of every masonic principle to 
increase and difiose around, in a still higher degree of 
perfection and plenitude, all the fruits of divine philan- 
thropy, and all the actions of Christian love.^^ 

It IS not, believe me, merely the excellency of that 
secrecy, by which our unitv is preserved, that is the only 
boast of Masons, or the only glory of Masonry. No ! my 
friends. Masonry, where properly studied, and properly 
laboured in, has a higher boast, a more exalted glory. 
She boasts her antiquity, coeval with the grand archi- 
tecture of the heavens and the earth. She boasts her 
lineage as the daughter of the Grand Architect of all 
things ; and as the twin sister of religion. Love teas her 
parent^ her other name is charity. She is truly the sister 
of religion ; for she boasts her efficacy in all its native 
influence ; and is continually the assistant promoter of 
like principles, and of like actions. The central point'' 

^* The following obseryations in the " Masonic Magazine/' for Jane, 
1793, respecting the proceeding of the Irish Masons at this period, are 
worthy of presenration. *' It is with pleasure we have it in our power 
to notice the benevolent attention of the respectable body of FreemasoDS 
of Ireland to their indigent brethren. While so many ancient instita* 
tions have fallen into decay, and wholly departed from the original prin- 

X' * 8 of their foundation, this illustrious brotherhood have steadfiistly 
red to the ^and rule of virtue by which the first founders squared 
the beautiful edifice of the masonic craft. To meliorate and support the 
composite orders of society, nothing is requisite but to inculcate tne great 
precept, do as you tooM be done by ; which sublime sentence happily 
expresses in a row words the leading principles of every social duty. It 
teaches to the master, mildness and humanity ; to the servant, obedience 
and respect ; to the husband, affection and kindness ; to the wife, tender- 
ness and submission ; to parents, care and attention to thdr children ; 
and to children, love, honour, and gratitnde to ^eir parents ; above all, 
it inculcates that sacred and disinterested compassion which is the supo* 
nor characteristic of the fountain of Christianity ; and which so gene- 
rously pervades the masonic fraternity, warming each initiated heart in 
favour of his unfortunate brother." 

^ On this oentral*point all lodges of the third dmee are opened, and 
none else. And for this reason, uiat the lodges of &e two preceding de- 
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of all her innumerable lines, squares, and circles, is the 
Love of God. And upon this central point she builds her 
faith ; from it she derives her hope of glory here and here- 
after ; and ly it she squares her conduct in strict justice 
and universal charity.^* 

First, upon this central point, the love of God^ Masonry 
builds her faith, and derives her hope. If, says the true 
Mason, as the true Christian, if God made me, preserves 
me, and hath redeemed me ; it is a sufficient proof of his 
love, and he will everlastingly save me. If for me, as in 
the present season, the sun renews his strength, the 
southern breezes blow, and the western showers distil 
their moistening dews upon the earth ; what is this but 
the voice of my beloved saying to me, *< Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and come away, for lo ! the winter is past, the 
ram is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle of peace is heard in our land ; the fig tree put- 
teth forth her green figs, and the vines, with the tender 
grape, give a good smell : arise, my love, my fair one, 
ana come away." And to this language faith makes her 
triumphant answer : ^^ My beloved is mine, and I am his. 
Away with every desponding thought, away with everv 
diBtressing fear ; this is my beloved, and this is my friend, 
O daughter of Jerusalem!" This is masonic as well as 
Christian faith; this is masonic as well as Christian 
hope. 

ffrees are mixed — ^the first iDcludin^ brethren of all the symbolical 
degrees, some higher and some lower m Masonij than others, and conse- 
qaentW masonic equality is not foand there. The Master Mason is con- 
sidered to be under a stronger obligation to his brother of an equal 
degree, than to one of an inferior degree. Now in a lodge of Masters, 
aU stand upon the same level ; all are equally near and equally distant ; 
as the central point of the circle is equally near and equally distant from 
the circumference. Hence a Masters' lo^ge is opened on the centre. 

^ The Abb6 Pluche gives a curious illustration of this doctrine. " In 
China as well as in France," says this writer, " the gardener who causes 
a stretched line to turn round a pin stuck in the ground, and the ffeome- 
ter who makes one of the legs of his compasses turn round the otner leg 
fixed to a point, are both equally sensible that all the points of the circle 
drawn are at the same distance from the centre, because that distance in 
a strait line is always either of the len^ of the same line, or of the same 
opening of the compasses. It is expenmentally and univ^«dly true, that 
the distances in a strait line that tally with a commpn measure, are eanal 
to one another. God alone contains this and all other truths, since msf 
sue as immutable and eternal as he himself." 
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Again, iy ox from this point, namely, the hmt tf Oodf 
Haaonry forms the square of all her conduct, in strict 
justice and uniyersal charity. My beloved brethren, 
methinks as this is the second time you have invited me 
to the pleasing employment of addressing you in the 
sacred temple of the common Father of all, as a minister 
of God, and as a brother in the royal Order of Masonry, 
I may safely claim the privilege of speaking freely and 
faithmlly ; and as you must know I speak anectionately, 
you will, I trust, without offence, permit the following 
plain question. Do you, then, as men, as Christians, ana 
as Masons, build your faith upon, and derive ^our hope 
from, that central point of all true Christianity, and of 
all true Masonry, the hve of God f Then how will you 
excuse yourselves if you square not your whole conduct 
in strict justice and universal charity?'^ As men, yoa 
ought to know, that justice and charity are the only ^ue 
effects of natural religion ; as Christians, you must know, 
that they are the only true effects of that most excellent 
religion, the revealed religion of the gospel; and as 
Masons, if ye have ever worked, with any good effect, in 
any of the separate or united lodges, to which you belong, 
you must assuredly know, that in all the bonds by which 
we are united, in all the lectures we receive from our 
W. Master, and in all the exercises by which we en- 
deavour either to amuse, instruct, or benefit each other, 
strict justice, and universal charity, form the oath,^* the 

^^ Thos the ancieDt charges, in the directions for beharionr towarcb a 
strange brother, inatract the fraternity *' to examine him in sach a method 
as pradence shall direct, that you may not be imposed npon by a fiedae 
and an ignorant pretender, whom you are to reject with contempt and 
derision, and beware of giving him any hints of knowledge. But if you 
discover him to be a true and genuine brother, you are to respect hhn 
accordingly ; and if he is in want, you must reueve him if- you can, or 
else direct him how he may be relieved. You must employ him some 
days, or else recommend him to be employed. But you are not charged 
to do beyond your ability ; only to prefer a poor brother tiiat is a good 
man and true, before any other poor people m the same circumstances." 

" An oath alwavs contained an appeal to the Deity, and is now solem- 
nized and attested on the Holy Scriptures. The mode of swearing 
amongst the Arabs that live in tents, ds the patriarchs did of old, is to 
pat their right hand upon the Koran, which they sapport with their left. 
Some are of opinion that the same custom was in use amongst the patri- 
archs, and that the oath was made with the right hand upon, and the left 
hand under, the thigh of the person tendering it ; although it is proba- 
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principle, the sentiment, and the labour of the Free and 
the Accepted Mason. 

My beloved brethren, suffer the word of Apostolic 
exhortation, **Let not your good he evil spoken of. The 
first trait of strict justice of a tnue Mason is loyalty, 
fidelity, and ready zeal in the support of our king and 
constitution ; and an earnest looking forward that nothing 
may supplant the pleasing wish, which must glow in 
every true Mason^s neart, vt?., that when it shall please 
the King of Kings to remove, to the summit of eternal 
glory, his present majesty, he may place and establish, 
upon the throne of these kingdoms, the Grand Master of 
our royal Order, George, the Prince of Wales. The 
second trait of the strict justice of a true Mason is, the 
true submission, of every mferior of our Order, to hia 
superior ; and brotherly kindness of every superior to his 
inferior.^ And the third and last trait I snail, for the 
sake of brevity, express in the language of scripture, viz. 
to do to all others^ a* we wish aU others to do to us. This is 
the law and the prophets of scripture, to men and Chris- 
tians ; and these, believe me, are the rules and orders of 
all true Masonry. 

The universal charity of a Mason is like the charity 
of the Mason's God, and his God is the God of love. 
Consider the extent of the love of God, and that only» 
according to his degree, is the extent of masonic chari- 

2\ In the broad circle of his affections, he encloses- 
1 mankind; he, like the God of love, looks through 
station, clime, and colour, and with one wish of universal 



ble that Abrabam's seirant swore with one hand onder his msster's ' 
thiffh, and the other stretched oat towards heaven. 

^ The orders in this respect are, that no brother sha]I speak twice oh 
the same qnestion, nnless in explanation ; and that every one who speabi 
ahall rise and remain standing, addressing himself to the Grand Master ; 
nor shall any brother presmne to interrupt him, unless he shall be wan- 
dering from the point, or the Grand Master shall think fit to call him to 
Older ; bat, after he has been set right, he may proceed, if he obeerre doe' 
order and decorum. If any member shall have been twice called to order 
for transgressing these rales, and shall, neverthdeae, be guilty of a third 
odfence at the said meeting, the Grand Master shall peremptorily com- 
mand him to quit the lod^ for that meeting ; and whoever shall be so 
onmaaonic as to hiss at a brother, or what he has said, shall be forthwith 
solemnly excluded the Oommunication, and declared incapable of being ' 
a member of any Grand Lodge, till, at another time, he publidy acknow- 
todfSi his firalt, and is paxdoned. 
6 
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good-will, he wishes well to all mankind. With the com- 
pass of his mind he measHres and draws the square of his 
conduct ; and within that square,^ having honestly pro- 
vided for those of his own household, he forms his little 
angles of benevolence and charity, to the distvessed of all 
communities. Nor can he possibly see any brother cold, 
or naked, or hungry, or thirsty, or sick, or in prison, and 
not exert his utmost, to minister unto him the necessary 
relief. He visits the fatherless and the widow ; not out 
of idle curiosity, to know the extremity of distress; but 
from the impulse of a loving heart, to cherish and to 
relieve. He searches out the secret and concealed cot- 
tages of distress ; pours the balm, and oil, and wine of 
consolation into the bosom of sorrow, affliction, and mis- 
ery ; and through the influence of the love of God, and 
of his brother, he thus keeps himself unspotted from the 
evil of the world. This, as a minister of God^ I aver is 
true religion ; this I aver, as a Mason, is the principle of 
all true and undisguised Masonry, and the conduct of 
every true Mason ; and this I advise ap a brother, and as 
a friend, to all, go ye anc^ do likewUe.^ 

^ Every well goveraed lo^ is famished with the Holy Bible, the 
Bqoare, and the Compasees. The Bible is dedicated to Qod ; the Sqaare 
to the Master ; and the Compasses to the Graft. The former, because it 
is the most inestimable gift of God to man ; the Sqaare is assigned to 
the Master as the emblem of his office, and the Oompaq^es to the Craft, 
because by a due attention to their ose they are taught to drcamscribe 
their desires, and keep their passions within due bounds. 

* An opponent to Masonry in the United States, daring the Morgan 
persecution of the Order, thus speaks of the amazing influence which the 
excellent principles of Masonry had secured amongst all ranks and de- 
scriptions of men. " During the last century the power of Masonry over 
the numan mind and its destinies has been prodigious. It bowed to no 
superior ; it acknowledged no rival ; it claimed evexy th!ng, and yielded 
nothing. It demand^ a recognitioa of its pretensions, homage to its 
consequence, and implicit belief in all the principtes it established or pre- 
rogatives it assumea. So long as it obviously transgressed no rules oi 
right ; neither invaded law, liberty, nor social justice, there were no sus- 
picions of its moral or political tendenci^ Then, it made its way, unin- 
terrupted, to the good opinion of the public. Courtesy to certain of its 
meet respect8Jt>le members secured it celebrity, favor, and resp^t Its 
errors were passed over as venial ; even its absurd self-recommendations 
and praise, which, coming from anything else, would have called down 
upon it a torrent of merited ridicule and contempt, were permitted to 
escape ; and under the fostering care of a culpable ciMuli^ it enlarged 
itself, grew strong, and spread its roots and branches until it extracted 
the very nutriment from whatever was within its influence, and * 
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PRAYER. 

Supreme and eternal Being ! thou source of everlast^ 
ing perfection ! essence of love ! look down with com- 
passion upon the degenerate offspring of thy creative 
power ; and let thy Holy Spirit in this happy moment 
of lyiaffected adoration work, all thy work of grace and 
mercy upon every heart. Thou knowest our impover- 
ished state ; and blessed be thv mercy, thou lamentett 
our degeneracy from thine own lovely nature ; thou wili- 
est not the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all 
should return, repent, and liv€ for ever. 

Gracious God ! it is only thou who didst create, that 
canst effectually redeem and save. It is only thou who 
hast made the heart, that canst alone renew it, to its first 
lovely, loving nature. It is only thou who didst breathe 
within us the breath of immortal life, and gavest us to b€f 
possessor? of immortal spirilis, who canst restore those 

?)irit8 to their original purity. View, O heavenlv, holy 
ather ! view with pitv and compassion our fallen de- 
Seneracy ; and with all that divine energy with which 
bou didst create us pure, restore us again to that origi- 
nal purity. Take away every hardened heart of stone, 
and give unto us the more pliant substitute, a heart of 
flesh. Curb within the reins of thy tender power and 
mercy, all the evil propensities of our degenerated na- 
ture. Convince us of the deep depravity of our fallen 
spirits. Convince us, that in that fall, we fell from bap- 
pmesB, because we departed from thee — ^the source of 
purity — ^the fountain of true felicity. Above all, convince 
us, that at a distance from Thee, and in a change from 
thy likeness, our misery is unavoidably certain, inter- 
changeably sure. And may this influence our minds to 
be truly in earnest in the work of an Immediate repent- 
ance, and an eager return to thee, our forsaken Friend 
and Father. Unite us to thyself in every bond of faith- 
fulness, affection, gratitude, and love. PurifV our hearts 
from every strange and unholy affection. May the love 
of the world, and the love of every sin be rooted out 
from every bosom ; and our hearts made the abiding re- 
ceptacles of thine Holy Spirit, with all its divine and 

BO firmlv establLihed that it fimcied ndtlier time, nor effbrt, nor power, 
nor combination coold destroy it." 
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holy affections. And ihiu again restored to tiie aetoal 
e]^e7oi8e of loving thee, may we love each other with a 
pure and distinguished affection. As men, as Christians, 
and as holy brethren, may the interest and happiness, 
bpth spiritual and tompond, of each other, influence us 
to the exercise of every friendly, Christian, and masonic 
act of charity, benevolence, and love ; that while travel- 
ling through this wilderness world, we may contract all 
those holjr tempers, all those pious habits, which alone 
^aui constitute us suitable inhabitants of that holy state, 
where iniquity, and the sons of iniquitv, can have no ad- 
Vaiwion, where the labours of our earthly lodge shall be 
|dl succeeded with an eternal rest, and where our souls 
shall be completely solaced with the sweet and pleasant 
refreshment of pure, unsullied love, of lasting and un- 

ttihg felidtv. We beg it for ourselves and others, 
}u«i the all-prevailing merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
pur Advocate, Mediator, and Redeemer. Amen and Amen. 



SERMON IV. 
MASONS OUGHT TO BB VIRTUOUS. 

PBXACHED AT DARTFOBD, MAY 16, 1796, AT TRB ANNI- 
VBRflAST PROVINCIAL OBAND LODOB FOB THS OOUNTT 
OF KENT. 

*" Ldtud then ywMT Good Ueidl^l^Jtencf.'* 

BouAxa zhr. 16. 

It Ib thought a very wise conclusion with some, that 
tiiere is no secret in Masonry;^ becanse, after so many 
men of different characters, abilities, and dispositions, 
have entered into the union, we yet boast our secret 
undiscovered to all but Masons. How far this wise con- 
clusion will hold good to prove that there really ur no 
secret in the Royal Art, I shall leave to common sense to 
decide, without any attempt either to refute or assert to 
the contrary. Others, still less charitable than the for- 
mer are wise, are fully persuaded, and therefore positively 
assert it, that the secret must be most deplorably wickea, 
or it would be even our dtOy^ according to our great pro- 
fessions of good-will to men, to discover it to the wond f 

^ This is aboot the wisest coadiisloii at which an nniiiitated peraoa 
can arriye ; becaoae it precfades all oiuieoeBaaty trouble in searching 
for that whidi it is impooible to diBcorer bat oy Intimate initiation. 
In all ages charktans and impostors haveendeavonred to profit bya pr^ 
fessed exposure of masonic secrets ; and, from Pritchard aown to Oarfflift 
in this coontry, from Peran to Buhle in France and Germany, and the 
revelations of Morsan, Alteyn, and Bernard in the United States, what 
do they amonnt to 7 Abaorately to neither more nor less than an in&> 
moos avowal of broken oaths and a violated fidth ; for the public are no 
wiser than th^y were before any of these attempts were perpetrated; 
althoQl^ each aiid every one of them was inflatedf with the vain hqieof 
settiiw a seal on the downiU of the institntion. 

* if all secrets are wicked that are not disoovered to the world, what 
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but this assertion, without my assistaoce, will easily re- 
fute itself; and, I hope, my brethren, all our masonic 
conduct adds refutation to it. For I would ask, what 
society, whose bands of union were bands of wickedness, 
would always choose the good and the virtuous only, to 
add to its numbers V Surely the wicked most generally 
choose the wicked for their companions, and for this very 
reason, that they may avoid the pain of conscious blush, 
in the discovery of their iniquity. But in Masonry it is 
quite the contrary ; and none, if known, but the virtitauSf 
tne honesty and the goodi can, according to the laws of 
Masonry, be admitted amongst us.^ 

Methinks upon this assertion, we receive from the 
world, who are not yet Masons, a question for our con- 
sideration, and however severe it may be felt, I cannot 
but confess that the reason for this question is very fre- 
quently too just ; the question is : are, then, all Masons 
good men f^ 

From the supposition of this question — ^for it has been 
frequently put to me by those who are unenlightened in 
Masonry^ — -1 shall work upon my text for the present dis- 
course, in the following manner : . 

I will first briefly answer this general question for the 
satisfaction of the enquirers ; and then to you, my 
brethren, I will endeavour to consider its import, first, 
by way of reproof, to any whose conduct may have given 

will the scoffer, or the objector to Freemaaonir on acooant of its secrecy 
say to the mysteries of God's providence, of which the worid is very pro- 
perly ifrnorant 7 

* This reason is ezoellent, and reqoires no comment ; and hence it is 
that oar lodges are so very particular about the admission of candidates. 

* The Qrand Lodge is so careful to provide against the admission of 
unworthy persons, that it has decreed that any person who has been con- 
cerned in making a Mason clandestinely, or in a lodge whidi is not a 
regxdar lodge, or for small and unworthy considerations, or who has 
assisted in forming any new Lodge without the Grand Master's authori- 
ty, cannot be admitted as a visitor into any lodge. 

* In cases like this, men are ever ready to substitute exceptions for 
rales, and to condemn an excellent institution, because of the evil exam- 
ple of an erring individual. 

* This charge against the Order was much more frequently urged at 
the time when Bro. Inwood wrote than at present, when instances of it 
are more rare. It will be impossible truly to assert that we have no 
unworthy Masons among^st us, out they aie less numerous than what are 
contained in other societies, which have no prescribed code of morals for 
tbdr guide. 
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occasion to such a question, and, secondly, by way of 

il^eneral advice and fature warning to the community at 
arge. And, with this intention, may the Great Architect 
of the Universe look down upon the meanest of his 
workmen, and so direct him in the wisdom of his plan, 
and furnish him with good materials, that the whole 
building of masonic science, and masonic labour, may be 
so fitly framed together, as to manifest itself to every 
beholder, as having strength and duration unparalleled 
and unequalled ; and beauty and ornament unnvalled in 
the universe^ 

First, to the enquirers of this close and important 
enquiry. Are ail Masons good men f And before I pro- 
ceed with my discourse, I must be^ to premise, that all 
must expect to find me a very plain workman, oue who 
has been always accustomed to raise very homely fabrics, 
upon plain basements and very broad foundations.' And 
though I may formerly have studied the ornamental 
orders of scientific architecture, I shall now leave them 
to the finishing stroke of workmen of superior talents, 
and begin my present labour in my usual style of plain 
workmanship. I answer the question proposed, then, with 
this plain and homely negative ; all Ma^sons are not good 
men.^ The laws of politeness and civility, you know, 

' This pious aspiration has been realised in the increasing parity and 
extension of the Order, which has spread itself over the whole habitable 
globe, and indudes many of the wisest and best amongst the human 
species. 

* Oar worthy brother is too modest here ; his work is excellent, and 
calcalated to be of service to the craft thronghoat all time. Nothing 
can exceed the piety and trathfolness which is foand in these able dis^ 
coarses ; they breathe Uie purest doctrines of Masonry, and convey a 
liyely description of its morality and brotherly love. 

* There is a curious instance of masonic imposture recorded in "Moore's 
American Masonic Magasine," vol. iv., p. 134, which will show the 
acuteoess of some mock Masons: ''The lodge at Lynchburgh, Ya., 
allowed themselves to be duped of a large amount of charity by a man 
who called himself Jacobi, who, if they had examined the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia for 1832, they woald have loand reported 
as a suspended Mason. Take also the following example of bareftused 
imposture, addreassed to the Editor of the London '' Freemasons' Quar- 
terly Review," Grand Hotel, Piazza, Oovent Garden, April 29, 1839 : 
Mr, Editor. — Permit an M toorkmcM to s^ a word or two in favour of 
his brother labourers. I am a stranger in England, but have had the hap- 
piness to visit once or twice the Lodge of Good Report, No. 158. ^ If 
the promulgation of the delightful and rational enjoyment of the visit 
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9iw9jB excppt the present company, when censnre md 
reproof is the observation ; and God forbid that I should 
be supposed as judging any man, or even be thought to 
fiuspect any of my present audience as worthy so severe 
a censure. No, my friends, I come not here to judge, 
but to advise ; not to censure, but to counsel ; not to 
condemn, but to warn ; if conscience agrees with my 
(knswer, which I have giv^n to the world's question, that 
is another thing ; and I would also advise, let conscience 
perform its oWn work, whilst I perform mine, then will 
the sermon have its due effect.'^ 

You perceive, then, I am a plain workman, for I must 
repeat my answer, and experience, I fear, too fatally 
confirms the same, that all Masons are not good men. 
Where, then, it may perhaps be further asked, where 
does this defect in the masonic fabric originate? I 
answer, like all other defects, it may arise from many 
different causes; but I aver, at the same time, it cannot 
arise from Masonry itself. No ! Masonry, upon the 
word of a Christian minister, speaking in this most 
sacred place, and before that sacred Deity who is the 

E^rfection of all truth and abominates all falsehood, 
asonry is, in all its principles, in all its laws, and in 
all its ordinances, pure as the unclouded sky, bright aa 
the unspotted sun. 

sirred to shall indnoe emolatioii in the sscred cause of Masonry in the 
Loclro of Gh>od Beport, then, Sir, I am amply repaid. I am, Sir, Ac, 
W. R. B., Past Master, Friendly Lodge, Albany, N. Y., United SUtes." 
Now it is evident that if the Lodge of Good Beport had required a Grand 
Irodg^ certificate of Bro. W. R. B., Past Master of Friendijr Lodge at 
Albany, they woold not have been imposed on, sinoe there is not, and 
il^ver has been, sach a lodge at Albany. We should not be surprised, 
however, if this same W. B. B. were the poor brother, William Bird, 
irho lately visited Boston, and imposed upon us by his gentlemanly man- 
aers and plausible tales, so that our sympathy overpowered our resolution 
to be strict in requiring a Grand Lodge certificate. This man proceeded 
to New York, by our assistance, where he assumed the name he had pre> 
viously used there — Charles Roseberry. We need only add, that at Par^ 

be was known as M. ; at Louisville, Ky., by the name of Bird ; 

and as he has been a traveller over a large portion of Europe and North 
Americay it is quite probable he may lutve been known to our western 
brethren under some other wmme de guerre." 

^ How truly masonic is this beautiral observation I it must have sunk 
into the Wrts of all the audience, whether Masons or not ; and none 
could depart from hearing such a sermon without being wiser and better 
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But, mj friends, as the best apology I can make for 
Masonry having its defective members, I would refer 
you to that system which angels admire, and which 
transfers its real members immediately to glory ; yes, I 
would refer you to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and ask 
in my turn, are all Christians in reality^, who bear that 
holy profession ? or, to word this question similar to the 
other, are all who call themselves Christians good men ? 
Are there not, in that society to which the very world 
eagerly unites itself, baptized infidels ? Are there not 
free-thinkers and free-livers in the most depraved sense 
of all these apellations ? But, is Christianity a system 
of drunkenness, because there are drunken Christians ?^^ 
Is Christianity a system of vice and debauchery, because 
some of its members are whoremongers and adulterers ? 
Is it a system of rapine, theft, and pillage, because some 
of its members are dishonest, and plunder and defraud 
one another ? Is it a system of revenge, of malice, and 
of cruelty, because some of its members hate, and bite, 
and devour one another ? Is it a system of uncharitable- 
ness, because some of its members are covetous, and 
miserly, and deny all relief to their most needy brethren? 
Is it a system of falsehood and defamation, because 
aniongst its members there are liars, evil speakers, busy 

^ The apology vosobJIy offered in behalf of such characters is, that 
they injure no one but tiemselTeB ; bnt the ezcnse is incorrect, fw they 
do a fKB,t imnrr to society by their example. The anthor of " Aa 
ation of Viilfln *' "' " ' ^' 



Exposition of v nlffar Errors," has well expressed this sentiment. ** If a 
man grew to a rock like a limpet, then mi^t he haplv be his own enemy 
without any great harm to his ndghboors ; bat he wno liyeth in society, 
snd faileth to perform his part ariffht in the station assigned to him, doUi 
all that in him lieth to aestro v tne body pditic He who is deliirered 
over to vice and drunkemiess— ior sach, beii^ interpreted, is the meaning 
of a goodfdlovj who is only his own erMmy— setteth a bad example to hS 
dependants ; sqnandereth ms fortone on nnworthy objects, to the neglect 
of an that he might and ought to have done towards the relief and ad- 
vance of the deserying ; pliuu;eth his &mil v into diffioolties ; grieveth, 
8hameth» and perhaps stsrveth them ; raineth his health, so as to make 
himself a bturthen to those about him ; and finally, after having been a 
bad citizen, a bad master, a bad husband, a bad &ther, sinketh into the 
grave with a soul so irrecoverably poisoned by habits of sensuality snd 
gross earthlinesB, that it would seem rather fit to rot with its putrefying 
companion, than to enter into any region of q[>iritualiaed existeDoe. And 
this man, who hath fulfilled no one du^, but on the contranr hath spread 
around him a dank atmosphere of sin, is called a good fellow, merely 
because he hath done all this with an air of reckless gaiety whidi showed 
aa utter absence of any Ming for the beings he was renderings misamhl&'' 



82 SERMON IV. 

bodies, tatlers, tale bearers, false witnesses, and the like? 
Sorely no ! the conduct of professors can never justly 
condemn any system, nor can the practice of particular 
individuals cast any just censure upon any entire com- 
munity ; for if this were the case, away goes Christianity 
itself— who could defend it ? Judge of it by its professors, 
and what tongue or pen could be employed in its com- 
mendation ?^ 

Masonry, if I may be allowed the comparison in this 
sacred place, dedicated only to the gospel — ^has a right 
to pleaa for the same tender caution before those who, 
not being of its community, are inclined to censure it, 
from the conduct of its individual members." View it 
in its cautions, and it admits none, knowingly, but the 
virtuous and the good. View it in its nature, and it has 
nothing in its institution but what both the law of Moses 
and of Christ will fully allow, and universally sanction ; 
and those who preside in the initiation of its candidates 
must either be deceived by others, or most vilely betray 
their own most sacred trust, if any man who is a bad 
husband, a bad father, a bad neighbour, or a bad citizen, 
is ever admitted into the Order of Masonry. The recom- 

^ Bro. Oltyan, who is a Boman Catholic Freemafion, reechoes these 
sentiments. He says : " Thrice is he armed that hath his qnaml just; 
and for the Masonic Order, righteonsness forms a panoply a^inst whidi 
the shafts of c9ftlmnny ftll blmited. Christianity was estabhf^ed despite 
of persecation ; the edict of the tyrant and the axe of the executioner 
were vainly exerted to check its progress or procure its annihilation ; and 
Freemoionryt which is Christiantty in its purest fomij cannot be checked 
in its onward progress by any ingenuity which malice may exert, or any 
sophistry whicn nusrepresentation may employ ; its profeesors practicaOy 
observing the advice contamed in the woros of the Apostle Paul : ' Now 
I beseech yon, brethren, by the name of onr Lord Jesus Christ, fliat you 
all speak the same thin^, and that there be no divisions among you, but 
that ye be perfectly jomed together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment' in union there is ever strength, and where can more perfect 
union be found than among us? Unanimity prevails in our assemblies 
— ^religion lends her solemn sanction to our mysteries— philanthropy is 
inculcated by our precepts*— universal charity to mankind is enjoined by 
our laws— and in the book of divine revelation is inscribed the constitu- 
tion of the Order, which, resting on such a basis, defies either secret 
workings, or open assault" 

" The ancient charges dhect the brethren to be cautious in their words 
and carriage, that the most penetrating stranger aball not be able to 
discover or find out what is not proper to be intimated ; and sometimes 
they are to divert a discourse and manage it prudently for the honor of 
thefratenuty. 
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mendatioii of every candidate cometh deliberately from 
some brother; and woe be to the betraying Judas of any 
family ! The admission is afterwards put to the secret 
vote of the whole of that society to which the candidate 
offers himself as a member; and woe be to every member 
who gives his consent, through interest, caprice, or per- 
sonal friendship, while his conscience gives his bosom 
the blush of treachery to his society, and unfaithfulness 
to the masonic community .^^ 

Farther, however, we have to observe, that a deception 
in admission, may not be the only reason, why every 
Mason is not a good man. There mav be in Masonry, 
as there has been in Christianity, a falling away, or a 
fading in the characteristic goodness of many of its 
members* Many a one hath been admitted with the 
best proofs of a good, a faithful, and a well substantiated 
character. Their name was beauty, and their actions 
praise.^^ The poor man blessed him in the gate of the 
city ; he was a Job in the excellency of charity. The 
nation boasted of him as a faithful citizen ; in his person, 
in his heart, and in bis property, he obeyed its laws, he 
iought its battles, he gloried in its constitution. His 
children drew good and pleasant nourishment from him, 
as the cluster of grapes draws sweetness from the vine ; 
and shone in garments as the branch in its foliage, or the 
rose in its blossom. His wife was happy in the faithful 
tenderness of his union. His neighbours were pleasant 
in his cheerful and friendly society. And Masonry itself 

^* No person can be made a Mason in, or admitted a member o( a 
lodge, if on the ballot three black balls appear against him. Some 
lo^es require a unanimous vote ; but the laws of Hasenry will not 
allow any person to be initiated if there are three bkck balls against 
him. 

u On this point Bro. Town truly says, " we know the ground on which 
we stand, the temple in which we dwell, and the rock on which our ma- 
sonic btliers so deeply imbedded its pillars. The main point to which 
our attention should be directed is, the practical exemplification of our 
public profession, in such constant acts of brotherly love, benevolence, 
and charity, as shall prevent the most evil, and secure to the world the 
greatest amount of good. Profession only, resembles the talent hid in a 
napkin. Inspired wisdom justifies men in judging the tree bv its fi*uit 
Tl^ excellency of the fruit gives visible and positive proof of the good- 
ness of the tree. More full and clear demonstrations of the moral sound- 
ness of masonic principles, in the abstract, cannot be given, than has a 
tiMnuMid times been done." 
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boasted the uprightness, the constancyi and the integrity 
of his brotherhood. 

Bat now, alas ! perhaps, all have reason to lament, in 
the language of the mournful prophet, how is the fine 
gold become dim ! how are the mighty in virtue fallen ! 
The poor, perhaps, by his fall and defection from bene- 
volence to covetousness, beg, in vain, the needy morsel.^ 
His country feels him as a public vulture, or a crawling 
snake, tearing out the vitals of its constitution, or 
poisoning with every evil principle its more ignorant and 
unwary members. In his own family he has exchanged 
the characters of husband and father, for the unfaithful 
tyrant and unnatural deserter. In his neighbourhood, 
by his fall from virtue, he is shunned as disgraceful, and 
avoided as dangerous ; and in his lodffe, he is become a 
pest to the society, a disgrace to the fraternity.^'' 

Such changes, you must all be sensible, are not unfre- 
quent in all the societies of this chanffing, transitory 
world ; and Masonry has not been free from these mor- 
tifying wounds, these sore disgraces. But, my friends, 
whether such disasters should justly stigmatize the 
system itself, or whether such defective members should 
reasonably disgrace the community at large, I leave to 
the decision of common sense, and the judgment of can- 
dour; for I doubt not there is much of both in this 

^ Happily sach instances are not common, although they do aometimeB 
occur ; and tbej are melandioly proofe of the weak and unstable nature 
of man. As they are occasionally found in all classes of society, it is 
not to be expected that Masonry is altogether free from their operation ; 
and hence our reverend brother, who brin^ forward with a bold and 
fearless hand every case of masonic impropriety, that the world may be 
at no loss to form a correct judgment, does not hesitate to acknowledge 
tho casual existence of such derelictions from purity and goodness as 
have been so well described in the text. 

>^A more &tal result even than this awaited such conduct in the 
Spurious Freemasonry, as ma^ be gathered from the case of Diagoras the 
Ifclian. He irritated the pnests oy dfivulging, in his discourses and his 
wiitings, the secrets of the mysteries— the people by breaking the statues 
of the gods — and all Greece by publicly denying (iieir existence. A 
general clamour was raised against him, and his very name became a 
term of reproach. The magistrates of Athens cited him before their 
tribunal, and pursued him from dW to city. A talent was promised to 
any one who should bring his heaa, and two talents if he were brought 
alive ; and to perpetuate the memory of this decree, it was engraven on 
a faraaen oolumn. Diafforas finding no place of refoge in Gieaee, em- 
barked on board a veesd, and perisbed by shipwreck. 
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mdience, even amongst those who are yet strangers i0 
Ifasonry. 

I shail now proceed to the second part of my discourse, 
namely, to exhort more particularly you» my brethren, 
to be peculiarly careful, not only in this present moment, 
but in all your future tindertakings, not to let your good 
be evil spoken o£ It was the punctual practice, I doubt 
not, in each and every of those societies into which you 
have been admitted, that due care was taken, by all the 
presiding officers, that you were well and truly recom- 
mended, by some brother, whose truth and fiuthfulneas 
was fully confided in, as possessing every characteristic 
of a good and virtuous man, before you received your 
initiation into the Royal Craft.^^ If, then, in this recom- 
mendation, there was any deception, either your own 
conscience was engaged in the exception of your friend, 
who recommended you ; or he who recommended you 
had his conscience engaged in deceivinff the community 
at large. A state of mind this, my mends, no ways 
desirable, could you or your friend have gained the 
world by such a oargain.^^ And though the community 
may truly lament its unfortunate possession and acquire- 
ment of such members ; yet the system itself, pure as 
the unclouded sky, still retains all its native purity f^ 

• 

^The ancieDt gothic charges were particolarly stringent res^eeting 
the admiflsion of members ; ttving it down as a flindamental principle 
Hiat ** all preferment amongst Masons is groanded upon real worth and 
personal merit only, that the brethren be not pat to sname, nor the royal 
craft despised ;'' and therefore it was strictly enjoined that no officer, 
whether Master or Warden, shall be chosen by seniorily, bat for his 
merit alone. 

>*llus state of things is partl^^gaardedafainst by the system of Grand 
Lodge certificates ; and for this parpose toe constitations direct that 
** every brother who is made a Mason shall be famished with a Grand 
Lodee certificate, immediately anon his being registered in the books of 
the Grand Lodge, and for which certificate the lod^ shall pay six shil- 
lings and sixpence. No certificate or recommendation shall, onder any 
drcomstances, be given by a lodge, or by the officers or members of a 
lodge, to enable any Mason to proceed from lodge to lodge as a paaper, 
or ia an itinerant manner to ap^y for relief.'' 

*The lodges are cautioned to be particalarly carefiil in registering the 
names of the brethren initiated therein, and also in making the retams 
of its members, as no person is entitled to partake of the geaeni charity, 
unless his name be daly registered. To prevent injary to individaa&» 
by their being exdaded from any privOeffe through the neglect of their 
h dg oa an y Mother, on produdog soffioieDt proof that he has paid the 
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and if through your means it is evil spoken of, the wound 
will rankle in your own bosom, but Masonry itself will 
remain unpolluted. 

To fulfil, however, the one great intention of our annual 
meeting, I shall spend the rest of those few minutes, 
which remain to our present exercise, in stirring up your 
pure minds, by way of putting you in remembrance of 
those moral engagements which, as men, by the laws of 
Christianity,^ you are folly engaged to perform, and 
which, as. Masons, by the laws of Masonry, you are bound 
most solemnly to folfil.^ 

First, as citizens of the world, let not your good be 
evil spoken of. Love, as it is the transcript of the Deity, 
and the fulfihnent of all the laws of God, so also is it the 
universal banner of our royal Order. This garment, 
which an inspired apostle, in the system of Christianity, 
says, covereth a multitude of sins, extends, in the system 
of Masonry, its flowing borders also, and hides from the 
eve of censure and disgust the more manifest defects of 
all mankind ; and either with endearing complacency, or 
with tender pity, unites in the arms of fraternal affection, 
the blackened Ethiopian, or the whiter European ; the 
unconverted Jew, or the more ignorant and unenlighten- 
ed Mahometan ; and as of one blood, all are formed by 



ftQl fees to his lodge, shall be capable of enjoying the priyOegeB of the 
craft ; and the ofifending lodge shall be reported to the board of gesaenX 
purposes, and rigoroosfy proceeded against, for detaining monies which 
are the property of the Grand Lodge. (Constitutions. Of private 
lodges.) 

'^ Paley speaks of " the revelation of Christianity as distinct from 
Christianity itself ; and says that the dispensation may ahready^beiinton^ 
sal. That part of mankind which never heard of Christ's name, mav 
nevertheless be redeemed, that is, placed in a better condition with 
respect to their future state, by his interposition ; may be objects of Ids 
henipAtj and intercession as well as of the propitiatory virtue of his 
passion." This may also illustrate the universality of Masonry. 

« In an address before the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, in 1844, by the 
Bev! M. Heukle, the morality of Masonry is thus explained. The orator 
said that it not only ** requires us to deal justly with others ; not to 
defraud, cheat, or wrong them of their just dues and rig^hts ; but it goes 
farther ; reading all as children of one great Father, it regards man as 
bound bv piety, masonic morality, and fraternal bonds, to minister to the 
wants of the destitute and afflicted ; and that we may be enabled to fulfil 
this high behest of humanity, it strictly enjoins industry and frugsJity, 
that so our hands mav ever be filled with the means of exercising that 
charity to which our hearts should ever dispose us." 
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the hand divine ; so in one affection, all are bound by 
masonic love.* 

If this is not a prevailing principle of Masonry, I have 
hitherto erred greatly in the ideas I have formed con- 
cerning it ; nor do I ever fear a censure for this opinion, 
from the many thousands who are my superiors, both in 
wisdom and in age, in the Royal Craft. Let not this 
great and noble principle, then, of your masonic good, be 
evil spoken of: chensh the divine principle m your 
hearts, and manifest it through all your lives, and in all 
vour actions. It is the transcript of the divine nature, 
beautifully formed in the human soul ; it will make your 
life comfortable, your death easy and pleasant ; and it 
will add abundantly to the glory and felicity of that 
future world, where men of all nations, languages, 
colour, and state, will form one general and undistin- 
guished society ; where human distinctions shall have 
no place ; where the Tyler and the Master,^ who have 
been faithful at the door, and in the chair, shall sit down 
together in unfeigned unity, and undissembled brotherly 
esteem ; where the king and the subject, the prince and 
the peasant, will wear each the unenvied crown, and 
wave the undistinguished sceptre ; where the brightness 
of glory shall change even the Ethiop*s skin ; and where 
the glory of divine wisdom shall thoroughly instruct 
even the most unenlightened mind. 

^ For Masonry is a cosmopolitan institution, and is accessible by aQ 
the inhabitants of the world, who acknowledge the existence of one only 
God, the creator and governor of the uniyerse. And hence the objectors 
to Masonry conclude that we are a society of deists. Bat this a^ertion 
is perfectly gratuitous, and not borne out by fieicts ; for we profess our- 
selyes to be Christians, while deists profess a mere belief m Qod, but 
have no respect for Jesus Christ, and consider the doctrine of the apos- 
tles and evangelists as so many dreams iwd fitbles. Their belief produces 
no fruits ; for though in outward apj^rance they may seem to conform 
to the services of public worship, yet m private t£ey make a mock of re- 
lipon, and take some pains to infect and corrupt others by their impious 
discourses. The whole tenor of the Masonic Order is opposed to such 
practices. Our lectures are founded almost entirel;^ on tne typical and 
prophetical events of the Holy Scriptures, all of wluch bear a direct re- 
ference to the Christian dispensation, and to nothing eUe, This is a sub- 
ject which would demand a volume instead of a note ; and I only dismiss 
it thus briefly, because I am conscious that every brother who has given 
the slightest attention to it, is perfectly convinced of the utter falsity of 
those assertions which would make Freemasonry a system of deism. 

** In ancient times, no brother, however skilled in the craft, was called 
a Master Mason, until he had been elected into the chair of a lodge. 
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Again, also, would I stir up your remembranoe as 
dtizens of this your own peculiar country. Once more, 
my friends, as I observed to you last year, again we 
meet unsuspected by the state, unwatched by that politi- 
cal scrutiny which, in the present day, such a numer- 
ous meetinff must have undergone, in almost every state 
in the world besides our own. Why, I would ask, do 
we enjoy such unsuspected, such undisturbed liberty of 
assembling ourselves tosether? I answer, because the 
state supposes it may safely join loyalty and Masonnr, in 
one single idea. Yes, my brethren, the majesty of the 
country cannot suppose otherwise ; for his eldest son is 
our Grand Master ; and all his sons, as they arrive to 
years of maturity, become brethren in our Order. The 
ministry of the country cannot suppose otherwise, for 
most 01 the greatest, and the best of them, are our brethren 
also. The laws of the country cannot suppose other- 
wise, for the laws and ordinances of Masonry are as con- 
genial with the laws of our country as they are with 
those of the Jewish or the Christiah religion ; and the 
very same obligations which bind us in brotherly union, 
bind us also, in the most ardent love and loyalty to the 
king and his family ; submission to the magistracy of the 
kingdom, and to all the other appendages of political and 
social order.* 

Let not, then, this loyal good, of your Royal Order, by 
any means of disaffection, either in word or action, be 
evil spoken of. Cherish and increase your attachment 
to your king ; for he richly deserves it in every character 
he sustains in the nation. Submit to cheerfully, and 

» « In ancient times," says Dr. Mackey, ** it was the custom to mark 
the bonndaries of lands bv means of stone pillars, the removal of which 
by malicious persons, would be the occasion of mnch oonfasion, men h&T* 
ing no other guide than these pillars by which to distinffoish the limits 
of their property. To remoye tnem, therefore, was considered a heinous 
crime. Hence, those peculiar marks of distinction by which we are septt- 
rated trom the profiine world, and by which we are enabled to denpnate 
onr inheritance, as the sons of light, are called the landmarks of the Onler. 
The nniyersal lanffuafle and the nniyersal laws of Masonry are landmarks, 
bat not so are the local ceremonies, laws, and usages, which vary in 
different countries. To attempt to alter or remove these sacred land- 
marks, by which we examine and prove a brother's claims to share in 
our privileges, is one of the most hemous offences that a Mason can eom> 
mit It is not in the power of any man or body of men to make innova- 
tions in Masooiy." 
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obey readily, the laws and the magistTBcy of your c6aft« 
try ; for these united are the defence both of your lireb 
and your property ; yes, under the defence of thebe, 
your lands are cultivated, and brin^ forth their plenty ; 
your vineyards are dressed, and weigh down with clus- 
ters ; your gardens and orchards are pruned, and brine 
forth abundance ; your neighbourhoods are in recipr6ci3 
amity and peace ; your firesides are the retirements bf 
undiBturbed love, innocent cheerfulness, unmolested s6» 
ciality ; your children remain unsacrificed ; your pertoni 
safe ; your property sacred ; your religion preserved } 
your friend unbetrayed. Oh ! Englishmen, what iS it 
that ye, as Christians, do not enjoy in this &voured islet 
Surelv may I again remind you that ye still enjoy a rick 
abundance of those good things, for which almost eVery 
nation in Europe lament the want of, in ffroans unutter- 
able, and weep their sorrows in tears of blood.** 

Once more, in a religious sense, let not your good be 
evil spoken of To fear God and keep his command^ 
ments, is, says an inspired writer, the whole duty 6f 
man. The fear of Ood, then, is the first principle of ail 
religion.*' Upon this topic we should, at all times, ba 

*> What a glorioiu face of things would soon appear among ns, il*, « 
we have the tot religion hi die world, we took care to govern onrflblTl* 
b^ its sacred roles, and to act under the inflaence of its diyine ioBtni»> 
tions and important motives. Yirtne, sapported and animated by the 
glorioQB hones of the gospel, wotdd appear m its genuine sacred cnarma, 
and ia its Wdy beanty and ezcellenoe. Love, the tnie spirit of Ohrdi> 
tianity, would prevail, and prodnce a mntoal forbearance to tossed iSOas 
ences, at the same time that there would be a happy agreement in na^ 
ters of the highest importance ; there would be a seal witnoat bigptry ; a 
liberty without licentiousness. Hie natural conseauence of all this would 
bs peace and harmony in larger and tessar societies. (Lelani DMsul 
vol. ii p. 464.) 

" Freemasonry, in the first ages of the world, was a system of pure 
fsligion ; and when men degenerated into idolatry, and in tteir migm* 
tions carried with them the principles of the Order, it was, in every 
nation, applied to the same purpose, more or less perverted, in propor- 
tion as the inhabitants ad]]«rea to, or swerved from, the Htes of true 
Worship. In India, Egypt, and other nations, which very early becani 
addiotad to Polytheism, it branched out into pompous ceremonial 6b* 
aervanoes, shrouded in mystery and withheld fh>m the pro&ne, but still 
applied to the national religion, and the worship bf tnose gods whi^h 
had been erected into objects of adoration, and placed on the basis whibh 
Jehovah himself had laid. Nor is there a single instance on record, la 
which the mysterious institutions of any ancient nation, in anv vktt dt 
the world, bearing the least reiemblan^ to FreemiMbnry, stcraM MU^ 
7 
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very plain and expressive ; for as human natare, since the 
fall} is so very frail, as to err in almost every circum- 
stance, in which it is possible to err ; so, perhaps, we 
shall not speak less, or more, than the real truth, when 
we say, there is nothing in which he is so likely to err, 
•as in the principles of real religion. How frequently do 
you find men, zealous in so partial a degree, to some par- 
ticular part of religion, as to suffer the whole of that zeal 
to be of no real effect, of no real value. Many you will 
find making a furious profession of the love and the fear 
of God, hastening from one opportunity of religious wor- 
ship to another, so that you might really imagine their 
whole lives one continued round of love, piety, zeal, and 
devotion; but examine their tempers, dispositions, and 
actions, amongst men, and you will soon perceive how 
distant they are from that amiable proof which our 
Saviour himself set forth of the true love of God, namely : 
*' By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples^ ^ ye 
have love one towards amther.^*^ On the other hand, how 
many characters do ye find in the world, truly amiable 
in this last religious sense of moral obligation, and affec- 
tionate duty towards their fellow-creature; just, honest, 
charitable, kind, and benevolent to the full extent of all 
Christ's commands, — ^and, perhaps, at the same time, as 
it were, totally destitute of the first principle of all these 
truly amiable actions, t. e. the fear of God. But to be 
masonic is, ye all know, to be truly religious in both 
its parts, first seeking and cherishing in our hearts the 
true fear of God, and then from this principle bringing 
forth all the amiable fruits of righteousness, which are 
the praise and glory of God. Yes, my friends, to be 
masonic, in every sense of the word in which I can un- 
ison from a share in their solenm pursaits. On the contrary, religion 
was the main object of them all. See this sabject fally discoased in the 
<* Star in the East," chap. i. 

"* In the Templars' D^ree, as it is practised in the United States, the 
following beantifnl passaffe is read : " If a brother or sister be naked 
and destitute of daily food, and one of yon say, depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled, and vet give them not of those things which are need- 
ful for the body, what doth it profit ? To do good and to communicate 
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. Beware lest any 
man spoil you throufi^h philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions 
of men, after the rudimentB of the world, and not after Christ ; for in 
him dwsUath aU the fnlnssi of the Godhead bodUy." 
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understand Masonry, is, whether ye be Jew, or whether 
ye be Christian, to be truly religious both in motive and 
action.* 

As Jews, therefore, if there be any here, let me re- 
mind them, that the temple of Solomon was ever famed, 
in all its ordinances, for virtue and holiness ; and he who 
in his religion, as a Mason, honours not his calling, be- 
longs not to Solomon, nor to Hiram." As Christians, 
the masonic pillars of your temple are faith, hope, and 
charity f^ ano to which I shall take the liberty of adding, 
with an inspired apostle, the greatest of these it charity; 

" The ezoellent author of ** Stray Leayes from a Freemason's Note 
Book/' thus sablimelj conclades his work : " And now, gentle render, I 
have done. And thus do I take my leave of thee. Wherefore, believing 
soul, abound in love ! Love ferventlv ; love constantly ; love eminently. 
Love Him whose essence is love, and in Him love his creatures. Love 
vour kindred ; love yoor enemies ; love saints ; love angels ; love strangers ; 
love aliens. Be rooted and grounded in love. Let all enmity cease. 
Let universal charity prevail. Begin the life of heaven, which is, ever* 
lasting love I" 

** "But let not any man think that because the Shechinah is in heaven, 
and not viuble in a church, as the Shechinah was in the temple of the 
Jews, that therefore Christians have less assistance than Goas ancient 
people ; for they have that which is much more excellent. The glory on 
the ark was only a mixture of shapeless lights and shadows ; and in the 
temple, the people seldom saw it, but being assured of it, did view it in 
their imagination. And few of them had other apprehensions of it than 
as of the presence of God, the deliverer and protector of that common- 
wealth. But Christians, a people under a more spiritual dispensation 
than the Jews, though they Gge not the Shechinah with their eyes on 
earth, y«t, from the words of Scripture, they can excite their minds to 
behold it, even in the sanctuary of heaven. And they behold it in the 
figure of God incarnate ; an image, not confused, but of a distinct person ; 
an image which brings to their mind the greatest and most comfortable 
mystery of the means of udvation ; aptest to encourage our prayers, and 
to inflame our seal, and to raise our admiration." (Ten. IdoL p. 369.) 

" Our worthy brother has made a very common mistake here. The sup* 
porting pillars are wisdom, strength, and beauty. Faith, hope, and 
charity are the three staves of the masonic ladder. Faith is the lowest 
round, symbolically instructing us that the qualification of a candidate, 
as the furst step in Masonry is faith in God. The second round is the 
h(^ of immortalitv, springing out of faith ; and it is a reasonable ex* 
pectation ; for without it, virtue would lose its stimulus, and vice its 
fear ; life would be devoid of joy, and the grave a place of desolation and 
despair. The highest round, opening into the heaven of heavens, is 
charity ; and the Mason who has attained to that step, maj be said to 
have ascended to the Grand Lodge above ; where the just exist in perfect 
bliss to all eternity ; where he will be for ever happy with God— the Great 
Architect of the Universe, amidst the supernal delights of perfect pesos, 
harmony, and brotherly love. 
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in4 masonic charity is charity in the heart — ^he thinks 
no evil of his brother, he cherishes no designs against 
him. It is charity upon the tongue also ; he speaks no 
•vil ; bears no false witness ; defames no character ; blasts 
po reputation ; he knows that to take away a good name, 
is to commit an evil, the damage of which no wealth 
can repay ; no ! it is of more value than great riches ; 
rabies cannot re-purchase it, the gold of Ophir cannot 

gild it again to its original beauty. It is charity in the 
and also; he anticipates his poorer brother's wants, 
spr forces him to the pain of petition ; he visits the cot- 
tage of poverty, and tne house of sickness ; and there he 
finds the very back which he ought to clothe ; the very 
mouth which he ought to feed ; the wound which he 
pught to heal ; the sickness which he ought to cure ; and 
perhaps also the very mind which he ought to instruct, 
before it can be fitted for an eternal world. Thus the heart, 
the tongue, the hand, of the really Free and Accepted 
Mason, are warmly engaged and diligentlv exercised, in 
all those grand pnnciples of the Royal Order, which ren- 
der it, in its nature and efiects, so much like the order 
of that amiable band, whose love to each other so forcibly 
convinced their very adversaries, as to draw from them 
that honourable exclamation, *^jee how the$e Christiam 
/ove."* Yes ! my friends, they who are Masons in the 
true spirit of Masonry, must put away from them all 
malice, and hatred, and revenge, and evil speaking ; and 

5ut on,, as the elect of God, bowels of compassion, ten- 
emess, long sufiering, mercy. They eat not their morsel 
alone, while the widow mourns her widowhood, or the 
helpless orphan cries for food ; they blast not with the 
pestilential tongue of slander, their neighbours' good 
name ; and all their wish, and all their aim, is to imitate 
him of whom it was thus most honourably spoken : ** he 

*The aooount given by Pliny of the prooeedings of the eurly Ohris- 
tiSDSi here referred to, correspoDds with tne above representation of the 
deein of Freemasonry. He says, *' that some of those who had rdin- 
^iued the society, or who, to save themselves, pretended that they had 
pslinqatshed, affirmed that they were wont to meet together on a stated 
day before it was light, and sung among themselves alternately a hyma 
to Ohristas Qod ; and to bind themselves by an oath, not to commit any 
wickedness, or to be ffnilty of theft, or robbery, or adultery ; and that 
Iksy would never fldnfy their word, or deny a pledge oomraiUed to them, 
when called upon to return it" 
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went about doing goodJ*^ Not only, then, let not this your 
masonic good be evil spoken otj but be zealous that it 
may be abuodantly and richly well spoken of. It is the 
leading principle, and the great end of Masonry, to propa- 
gate the exercise of charity in these its threefold opera* 
tions ; and he who does it not, is yet destitute of thc^ 
true masonic heart, which is the heart of charity, dT 
benevolence, and of love.^ 

If I were fiow to conclude, it may perhaps be objected 
to me by some, that I have not given a full masonic 
sormon, and that, because I have not spoken of the 
labours, or of the science of the lodge. To such I would, 
in the most friendly manner, answer and say, this is a 
total mistake ; for what think you are the real and thot 
constitutional labours of a lodge of Matsons ?^ and what 
think you is its best science, but to cultivate in the minds 
of each other, those very principles and dispositions, 
which I have been all the time soliciting your attention 
to? I myself know, in reality, no other but these, 

"The public masonic charity, now called the Fond ci Benerolcfttoe, 
was first proposed in Grand Lodge on the 2l8t of November, 1724i bv 
the Dake of Baccleugh, who moved, "that in order to promote the chari- 
table disposition of Freemasons, anid to render it more extensively bene- 
ficial to the society, each lodge may make a certain collection, according 
to ability, to be pat into a joint stock, lodged in the hands of a treaBorW 
at every Qoarterly Commnnication, for i& relief of distressed brethren 
thflA shall be recommended by the contribating lodffes." The motion 
being readily agreed to, the Duke of Richmond, Grana Master, requested 
all the brethren to take the matter into their ooDsideration, and to giver 
their opinion of it at the next Grand Lodge. It was accordinglv tMttt 
into consideration on the 17th of March following, when the Dukei of 
Richmond appointed the first committee of charity. . The report was 
snbmitted to the Grand Lodge, on the 27th of November, 1725, when it 
was unanimously approved, and ordered to be recorded in the minute 
book. Thanks were voted to the committee, and the charity was put 
into immediate operation. 

* Were I called on to answer this question, I would quote the words of 
our Rev. Bro. Town, and say that ** Freemasonry is not dependent on the 
flnctnations of opinion, whidi wouki render it liable at any time to be 
overruled, or modified, or changed, or even abandoned ; but on every 
radical truth, and prominent duty, sanctioned and sustained by that 
inwrought sense of obligation, which the God of nature had impressed 
on the consdence of every rational man. It is not adapted to one coun- 
try, nation, or age, in prei^enoe to another ; and above all, not depend- 
ing on the perverted judgment or prejudice of any moral or rdigious 
sect in any age, but stands independently ind Mlely '<toi the high and 
aoveraign will of heaven, securely guarded by the immutable kwi of oor 
common natae." 
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besides what neceMarily belongs to every societj, {. e. 
kindness and attention from the superiors to the inferiorst 
and due submission and subordination from the latter to 
the former ; and which conduct is so naturally incorpo- 
rated with the advice already particularizedi that to 
repeat it in particular again, would be but a waste of 
time, and an additional fatigue both to the preacher and 
his audience. 

To strangers, therefore, I conclude, with assurinff them 
that Masonry has no principle but what might still more 
ornament the purest mind ; nor any appendage but what 
might give aaditional lustre to the brightest character. 
By the exercise of the duties of Masonry the rich may 
adfd abundantly to the fund of their eternal inheritance* 

She wise may increase their knowledge of the nature of 
od, in all his best perfections, and thereby daily grow 
still more wise unto eternal salvation. The pure in 
heart may be always advancing in the divine Imeness ; 
and they who walk in this path of the just, with zeal and 
activity, will find it as the shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.^ 

To you, my brethren, I earnestly conclnde with a 
repetition of my text, " Let not your Good be evil spo- 
ken of." Act up to the principles of your institution, and, 
as it regards others, it will be the praise of the whole 
earth. Act up to the principles of your institution, and 
as it regards yourselves, your transfer hereafter will most 
assuredly be, a transfer from the labours of this mortal 
Ufe, to the rest of an eternal glory. Your faith and hope 
will abide to the praise of your memory, when the world 
sees your face no more. Your charity and love will be 



* Freemasonry, as it is practised at the present day, commenKMrates par- 
tkmkrlT five groit events in the history or the wcMrld, each typical of tht 
MessiaL T&se are, the vision of Jacob ; the ofierin^ of JaUc ; the de- 
Hveranoe from Eryptian bondage ; the ofiEering of David, and the building 
of the temple. IS ow these extraordinary events, which nneqaivocally 
point to our Savioor Jesus Christ, are the principal historical events con- 
fauned in our lectores. It follows, then, tnat Masonry was intended to 
perpetoate that most important fact, the salvation of souls through the 
atonement of Christ To accomplish this design more perfectly, the most 
prominent types, as thev arose, were incorporated by wise and pious 
Drethren into the original system, until it contained a perfect chain of evi- 
doioe, which could neither be e&ced nor misunderstood, illustrative of 
tlusfecC^ so fjoDBintiDl to the Aitomwelfere of msakind. 
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yoar robes of purity and light, through an uumeasurable 
eternity." Your seat in the lodge, whether local or pro- 
vincial, will be changed for a seat near the Grand Archi- 
tect of the Universe ; where you will all be decked with 
the ornaments and honours of that Order, which heaven 
alone can make more perfect, and which eternity itself, 
in all its unmeasurable duration, can never dissolve. 
This happy and divine conclusion to all human institu- 
tions, may we all obtain, both strangers and brethren ; 
may God of his infinite mercy grant it, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

PRAYER. 

Great and glorious Lord God Almighty, who knowest 
our necessities before we ask them, who art acquainted 
with all our infirmities, and espiest out all our dangers, ia 
whose hands are the hearts and affections of all thy crea- 
tures, and who alone canst turn them from the error of 
their ways, and from the wickedness of their doings ; 
vouchsafe to look down upon us who are now prostrate 
before thee, with all thy usual tenderness and mercy, col- 
lect our scattered thoughts, purify our corrupted afifeo- 
tions, and give us the true spirit of prayer and supplica- 
tion. May we draw near unto thee at this time with a 
true and unfeigned repentance; give to us that faith 
which overcometh the world. Regulate our conduct 
with such a portion of thy heavenly wisdom, that with 
active zeal, prudent piety, and unarocted virtue, we may 

*" These robes were srmbolized both in the tnie and sporioos Freema- 
sonry by the lotos or white lily. '' This flower," savs Sir Robert Ker 
Porter, ** was foil of meaning among the ancients, and oocors all over the 
east Egypt, Persia, Palestine, and India, presented it ewy where over 
their architectore, in the hands and on the heads of their scolptnred 
fignres, whether in statae or in bas relief. We also find it in the sacred Test- 
ments and architecture of the tabernacle and temple of the Israelites and 
Bee it mentioned by our Saviour, as an ima^ of peculiar beauty and 
glory, when comparing the works of nature with the decorations of art 
It is also represented m all pictures of the salutation of Gabriel to the 
Tiigin Mary ; uid in &ct has been held in mysterious veneration by peo- 
ple of all nations and times. It is the symbol of Divinity, of purity, and 
abundance, and of a love most complete in perfection, cnarity, and bene- 
diction ; as in Holy Scripture that mirror of purity, Susannah is defined 
Suaa, which signifies the flower of the lily, a name given to the chief city 
of thie Pernans for its superior excellency. The throe leaves of the lily ia 
the aims of f^ranee, mean piety, jofitioa, and oharily/' 
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|0 onuunent the purity of our profemon, both as Cimwr 
tiws and Masons, that the enemj may have bo room 
to blaspheme, nor our professed good intentions and 
^ndsavours be ever eiril spoken of. Give us a particip^ 
tion of thy lovely loving nature, that in the arms of true 
d^ristian charity and masonic benevolence, we may 
embrace all mankind as brethren ; give us true patriotic 
zeal, that we may conform to those laws and pnvileges, 
by which, as Englishmen, we are in the present moment 
^q eminently distinguished from all the world. Sanction 
the intended holy services of this day, to the present, 
and eternal benefit of every soul in thy presence; and 
whether strangers or brethren, may we one and all be 
daily ffrowin^ up into thv lovely likeness; that when we 
kav^ ooae with all earthly connexions, we may join that 
gtoFKHM society above, where God alone is the supreme; 
ind all the rest are undistinguished brethren* Amen wni 



SERMON V. 

ON SUDDEN DEATH. 

nSAOHBD AT WOOLWICH, IN FSBRUART, 1797, OK 
THB DSATH OF BRO* WILLIAM 8HABF. 

**Jlaif my brother,** 

I KUTM, aiL 30, last olaOM, 

Plbaaant as the work of the ministry has been, and 
always is, in all its offices ; delightful as the assemblies 
of our fraternal meetinffs in the Masonic Order have been 
and are upon almost all occasions, yet surely the present 
task, and the present meeting, are a complete exception 
in both cases, either to the pleasure or to the delight of 
them. But, my friends, how like is this to the general 
course of human felicity! Like the uncertainty of the 
sky, the wavering of the wind, and the nature of climate, 
how varied are ul its scenes ! One hour the air is serene, 
calm, and mild ; the sky is cleared from every tloud ; the 
sun, unveiled, darts its resplendent rays^ and shoots its 
refulgent beams over all creation's boundaries. Then 
nature smiles in all the softness of returning sprinff, or 
laughs in all the charms of summer's beauty; and the 
wond forvets the storms and tempests of winter's dreary 
season. In another diort hour, or, perhaps, before the 

B resent fleeting hour has winged it» rapid night, and all 
iiM calm serene is universally changea ; the wind shift- 
eth round from the milder southern point, and from the 
blighting eastern hemisphere, or perhaps from the rough- 
er north, blowe up storme and tempests: the sky is 
dondod over ; through all the air is carried colda» aad 
blasts, and death, and nature puts on all her rnoumii^ 
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garb. Just so is all human felicity.^ Yesterday, or, at 
most, but a few days past, we, perhaps, may have visited 
our friends, our neighbours, or, perhaps, a friendly or fra- 
ternal society. My brethren, in particular, will remem- 
ber a late fraternal meeting in this town. Yesterday, I 
say, perhaps we made this friendly meeting, and all was 
calm, serene, and pleasant ; every heart was gay, every 
countenance was cheerful ; innocent mirth encircled the 
whole society, and an unclouded summer of joy, plea- 
sure, and felicity, seemed promised for a long continu- 
ance; we gloried in our security. Alas! how baneful 
any, even the least, dependance upon all the fairest 
promises of this world's prosperity ! For instance, sup- 
pose one of these cheerful meetings to consist only of 
the narrow circle of a single family, and how few the 
number of times which they can, with any likelihood of 
success, promise to meet, without some blight, some 
blast upon their family felicity. Without considering 
the frequent failure of the lesser circumstances which 
constitute human felicity, such as prosperity in riches, 
sincerity in love, constancy in friendship, stability in 
virtue, and peace and affability in neighbourhoods and 
family connections. Notwithstanding, I say, the frequent 
failure of these lesser circumstances of human felicity, 
and how quickly, how unexpectedly, how suddenly does 
death, that ^reat enemy of all human happiness,' and 
which occasions the sorrowful meeting of this day — ^how 

^ To apply this imagery to man. We may look at him in all his flower 
and prime, and describe him in the words of Job, vii. 21 : — " Now shall 
he sleep in dost Now, almost immediately, shaJl he sink into his last 
slnmber ; his eyes have only a short moment to remain open ; and then, 
he lies down npon his bed of dost, and sleeps too sonndly to be ever waked 
again by all the noise that mortals can make over him, and ignorant of 
aU that is done under the san. In the morning thon shalt seek him — 
thon, whoever thon art that seest him now, and art destined to survive 
him — ^bat he shall not be. To-morrow, thon that beholdest him to^y, 
shalt look around thee for him in vain I To-morrow thou shalt come— 
thou that seest him in all his glory— shalt come, and find aU his glory 
gone !" 

• Every Master Mason will see how these observations apply to the 
third degree, as it is at present constituted ; and if they are carried out in 
practice as they ought to be, they cannot &il to make him wiser and 
better, as they will teach him so to number his days, that he may apply 
his heart to the only true wisdom of preparing for another and a better 
woril 
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Baiden\jy I say, does Death make his hasty, his unwel- 
4Some strides upon us ! blasting, at least for a season, all 
the joys of families, of neighbourhoods, and of societies. 
Yes, my friends, every moment methinks, and some- 
where in the world we hear, and from the same cause, 
the mournful lamentation of my text, " Alas! my brother J*^ 
TeSy like an inveterate and irrevocable enemy, we trace 
his wounding sword in every neighbourhooa, in every 
family, and in every house. In the smiles of prosperity ; 
in the midst of health and strength ; in the bloom of 
youth ; in the charms of innocence and beauty ; in the 
joys of youthful love, fraternal afiection, parental care 
and solicitude; in the constancy of friendship; in the 
exercise of virtue ; and, as our lamented brojiher is an ex- 
ample,^ in the very exertions of humanity ; and there is 
no security, no, there is not a moment's security from 
Death's devouring weapon. Without another enemy, this 
one, methinks, would fill the world with sorrow. Yes, 
without another enemy, and this one would put the 
world in mourning.^ How often, even in the confined 
circle of my acquaintance with the world, do I one day 
enter the dwellings of a family, to administer, perhaps, 
the sacrament of baptism, and there I see the fond 
mother, forgetting all the sorrows of her past labour and 
travail, for joy that a man is born into the world ; the 
father, with an indescribable joy, hanginff over the little 
infant of his heart, and giving the cordial smile of grati- 

' Bro. WUHam Sharp, in a state of perfect health and strength, was in 
a moment snatched into eternity by soifocation, as he was hamanely 
endeavooring to extricate a feuow-creatnre from the same dreadful 
calamity. 

^ A little consideration will show that though these feelings may be 
common to the heart of man in a state of nature, yet they are capable of 
being modified by the spirit of Christianity. How highly soeyer we 
may estimate the things of this world — and I see no reason why we 
should underyalne the gifts of our eyer blessed God — we must recollect 
that they are only for a season ; that they can but continue a few years 
at the most, and may terminate immediately. We must use the blessings 
which are daily showered upon us, without abusing them, and consider 
the relaxations which are lulowed to lighten our passage through this 
vale of tears, not as the principal business of life, but as subordinate to 
the fear of Qod and the practice of religion. It is our duty, as the crea- 
tures of an Almighty Father ; it is our interest, as beings who are 
destined for immortality, to look forward to a better country, that is, a 
heayenly— -to an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled,and that fadeth not 
away. 
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tude to the partner of his soul for this additional increase 
to his family, with a circle of friends engaged in general 
salutation upon the joyful occasion ! 

Again, but a very few days indeed, perhaps, and not- 
withstanding all a mother's care and fondness, notwith- 
standing all a father's love and solicitude ; yes, notwith- 
standing all the solicitude of many mourning, anxious, 
and solicitous friends, and this innocence itself languishes 
from its mother's nutritive breast, and falls a victim to 
the iron hand of our insatiable enemy.' How often, in 
my parochial duties, do I see the tear of sorrow moisten- 
ing the cheek of venerable age, while hanging over the 
corpse of a beloved son or a daughter, snatched frqm life, 
in the bloom of youth and beauty, and when, perhaps, 
the breast was full of milk, the bones were moistened 
with marrow, and the strength, to all human appearance, 
impregnable as a mountain. How often have I seen the 
strong features of manhood distorted or broken by un- 
affected grief, while hanging over the grave of a beloved 
wife! How often — ^for I could not refrain — ^how often 
have I dropped a tear, when I have seen the disconsolate 
widow lea>d her orphans with trembling steps from the 
grave of their departed father, and before she could leave 
the hallowed ground, turn round to heave the farewell 
sigh, for her sorrows were too great to weep.* 

* Hmnaa nature is fraiL We mast feel sorrow, and God intended tint 
we should feel it, under sach alarming visitations. What a ^ock does 
each an event occasion I Not merelj to his &mily and fHends, bat to 
every one who has a heart to participate in the distress of others. There 
is not an indiyidaal amongst ns bat who feels for the bereavement of a 
weepinff Cunily, and sympathizes with the affliction of those whom a de- 
parted brotiier has leh beliind. Yet this very calamity, which fflls oar 
hearts with moominf^, may, for an«^ht we know, be one of the brightest 
and most benignant dispensations of Jehovah. If we look fcnrward to the 
resarrection from the dead, we shall hope once more to meet onr departed 
brethren in a glorified state, and enjoy their society for ever ; and thai, 
what happiness, what delight, what increasing joy shall we reap to- 
gether in the mansions of the blessed ! 

" There is a pretty cnstom at masonic fonerals, which conveys a valu- 
able moral, to strew herbs and flowers in the grave to solemn mnsic, at a 
certain period of the service. Might not this oostom originate from a 
belief in the doctrine of the resarrect i on, or perhaps from this passage of 
Isaiah?—'' Thy dead men shall live; toaethar with my dead body shaU 
they arise ; awake and sing, ye that dwdl in dost ; for thy dew is aa tft« 
dew of herbs, and the earth shall oast oat the dead." Barder thinks that, 
if the cnstom were practised in the most early times, the above ] 
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Alas! my friends, how deep and how universal are the 
wounds of this enemy of the human race, from the piercing 
of whose arrows there is no escape ! No, the thick walls 
of the palace of the king, with the clay built cottage of i 

the lowly pauper, are equally pregnable to his darts. ! 

Strength or weakness, health or sickness, beauty or de~ I 

formity, riches or poverty, courage or cowardice, yielding 
or resistance, caution or rashness, fear or presumption, 
learning or ignorance, piety or impiety, vice and virtue 
— ^all, M9 in one undistinguished level, fall beneath his 
mighty arm! Yes, wherever he levels his bow, the 
mark is certain — the victim falls, the silken cord of life 
is cut in twain, and the mourners weep about the streets f 
for the re-union of soul and body, when once thus separa- 
ted, exceeds all human power. Such hath been roan in 
every age of the world ; such is man in his present most 
exalted moments ; and such, my brethren, are each of us. I 

To-day, perhaps, the sun of prosperity and joy shines i 

upon our persons and our fSBimilies ; health and strength I 

invigorate our own persons, and the persons of our be* 
loved friends, and we only feel the sorrows of another's 
woe ; but to-morrow, nay, perhaps before this day closes 
its light, and some friendly heart may sigh over our 

might haye some refereiioe to the following custom, which is recorded by 

Msillet >— *' The women in Egypt," says he, " go at least two days in tlie 

week, to pray and weep at the sepalchres of the dead ; and the costom, 

then, is to throw upon the tombs a sort of herb, which the Arabs call « 

rihan, and which is our sweet basil. Thev cover themsdves also with 

the leaves of the palm tree." Myrtle is also made use of to adorn the 

tombs in the East Chandler found some graves in Lesser Asia which 

had each a bongh of myrtle stuck at the head and the feet ; and Dalla- 

way, on ancient and modem Constantinople, describing the tombs of tiie 

Turks, says : " As even the humblest graves are marked by caresses 

planted at the head and feet, the groves of these trees are extensive, and 

m every state of vegetation." 

' This expression contains some indirect reference to the Jewish custom 
of weeping for the dead. They hired women to lament at funerals, who 
played on doleful instruments, and walked in procession. The Babbins 
say that an Israelite was enjoined to have two of these musicians at his 
wifSs's obsequies, besides the women hired to weep. Persons who met the 
f^eral procession, in civility joined the company, and mingled thdr 
groans. Our Saviour seems to allude to this, when ne says :— " We have 
mourned with yon, and ye have not wept" (Luke vii. 32.) And 8t 
Paul : — ** Bcgoice with them that do xejoioe, and weep with them thai 
weep." (Bom. zii. 15.) 
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breathless corpse the lamentation of oar text : Alas! my 
brother!^ 

Yesterday we may have been busily enjgaged in build- 
ing our habitations, but God only knows who may in- 
haoit them to-morrow. Yesterday we may have sown 
our field, but G-od only knows who may be spared to 
reap the harvest. Yesterday with a provident hand we 
may have planted, but Ood only knows who may live to 
see the bud, the blossom, or the fruit.* 

Sorrowful reflection! and the picture of human life 
painted with only this its darker colour, and all our 
sweets are bitters. Yes, if the only end of man is death, 
then his very existence is a blot in nature ; for with only 
this one enemy in the scale of human happiness, and 
man, with all his sensibility, had better to nave never 
been ! Yes, if death is the final point, it would be better 
never .to live !^^ But, my friends, we have lighter shadeS| 
and the picture of man's existence becomes, by these 
lighter shades, a most beautiful painting. For the short 
existence of human life is, as it were, but the staining of 
the canvas upon which the figure is to be exhibited. 
The stage of human life is infinitely less in our existence 
than the smallest drop from the ocean, or the least par- 

> Every one of us may say to his destined sarvivor, with Job — " In the 

morning thon shalt seek me, bat I shall not be." No words are too 

strong to express the rapidity of the pace with which man passes to his 

grave. Now we see him, and now we seek him, but we cannot find him ; 

I the appearance is gone — ^the apparition has vanished. We saw such 

I a form before ns — ^we took oflf onr eve — ^we looked again, and it was gone I 

The figure which we this moment beheld has disappeared. We seem to 

I ourselves to have dreamed of having seen snch a one. As a dream, the 

I image has fled away, and cannot be found ; he has been chased away as 

j a vision of the night (Fawoett, vol. i. ser. 7.) 

* The brother over whose valuable remains these friendly lamentations 
were delivered, but a day or two before his awful exit, was planting 
some young apple trees in the garden of a friend and brother ; and when 
he had finished, was heard thus to say : *« There, my friend, I have planted, 
Gk)d only knows who may live to see them bear fruit." 

10 « The solemn thought of death," says the lecture of the third degree, 
" without revelation, is dark and gloomy ; but the Christian is suddendlv 
revived by the ever green and ever living eprig of faith in the nierits of 
the lion of the triTO of Judah ; which strengthens him wiUi confidence 
and composure, to look forward to a blessed immortality ; and doubts 
not but in the glorious morning of the resurrection his bodv will rise, and 
become as incorruptible as his soul." (Gross. Chart, p. 41.) 
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tide of sand from the dust of the earth ; nay, such is the 
smalluess of the portion in its greatest length of human 
life, and such the evil of its nature in its best felicities in 
this probationary state, that till man dies he can scarcely 
be said to have begun to live. Here, then, we come to 
the important point which will fully produce, or totally 
destroy, the intended utility of our present solemn en- 
ffagement. The departure of a fellow-creature from all 
bis earthly connections, by whatever means or in what- 
ever manner he may take his exit, somewhere or other 
makes a solemn pause in the course of nature, and 
the attention of surrounding spectators must, from the | 

awful nature of the circumstance, be in some measure | 

attracted.^^ I 

If the taper of life is wasted by the slower degrees of 
declining age, and man drops into the grave, in the j 

largest sense of the word, full of age ; or, as the language 
of the prophet beautifully describes it, like a shock qfcoTu 
fully npey yet even this expected moment brings to all 
around a certain degree of surprise, and though they may 
have been long watching for this last expiring breath, 
yet still that awful moment seems generally to have been 
thought at a greater distance ; and it is well for the de- 
parted if even at last it came not too soon.^ 

But how few amongst the millions that have died, and 
the millions who are now djdng, that live till they are 

" The masonic service at the ^rave concludes with this serioos admoni- 
tion : " Unto the grave we resign the body of oar deceased firiend and 
brother, there to remain until the general resurrection, in favourable ex- 
pectation that his immortal soul may then partake of joys which have 
been pre^red for the righteous from the beginning of the world. And 
may Almighty God, of his infinite goodness, at the great tribunal of un- 
biassed justice, extend his mercies towards him and all of us, and crown 
our hope with everlasting bliss, in the expanded realms of a boundless 
eternity/* 

>' The third degree contains some excellent lessons to prepare for this 
event, which happens alike to all. It is, indeed, the price of our tenure 
on earth, and we cannot avoid the payment. " Let the emblems of mor- 
tality induce you to contemplate your inevitable destiny, and direct your 
reflections to that most useml of all moral studies, the knowledge of your- 
self. Endeavour to perform your allotted task while time remains, or you 
will be too late. And never forget, that even in a perishable frame like 
yours, a vital and immortal principle resides, and that, if you be faithful 
unto death, the Gk)d of life will enable you to trample the king of terrors 
beneath your feet, and direct you to that bright Morning Star, whose 
rising was the hsrald of peace sad salvatioD to the race of men." 
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«3^)ected to die ! Surely this is the error of man I Surely 
thig also is all the terror and danger of Death ! We set 
not ourselves to expect him, though we know he must 
most assuredly come; hence though it may be one 
hundred years that we have been living the subject of his 
power, his coming is almost always sudden, almost al- 
ways unexpected !^ And though hourly are the instances 
before our eyes, that this grand enemy of the human race, 
in his universal power to tread down all before him, re- 
gards neither youth nor age, riches nor poverty, power 
nor strength, beauty nor deformity, sickness nor health, 
vice nor virtue ; but takes the infant and the aged, the 
strong and the weak, the good and the bad. Yes, I say, 
though we have hourly instances of these, the indiscri* 
minato rjtvages of our enemy Death, how careless do we 
live ! Yes, my friends, may we not justly lament and 
say, how transitory upon the human mind are the most 
alarming effects of the most awful instances of the uncer- 
tainty of life ! And though, as in the present instance 
of the unseemly and unexpected ravages of death, which 
in this present moment we meet together to lament with 
all the Keenness of sorrow, and with all alarm which such 
instances are calculated to occasion, give me leave seri- 
ously to ask, how little in comparison of what we ought, 

>* In the Templars' charge, as used in some countries, we have the 
following passage : — ** Yon are now performing a public penance, as the 
test of yoar Christian fortitude ; which is to follow the example of your 
Lord and Saviour, who humbled himself to the condition of man ; sub- 
mitted to endure the pains and afflictions incident to human nature ; and 
at lenffth suffered a cruel and ignominious death upon the cross. If your 
fiuth be firm — ^if vou possess that great talisman of a Christian — jou will 
be conducted sarely over the dark and gloomy river of deatib, and your 
happy spirit will arrive safely in the harbour of the blessed. This is a 
truth you ought never to foreet Every thought, word, and action has 
been recorded in the book of God's remembrance ; and you know not 
how soon you may called upon to give an account of your stewardship. 
It is true you now stand erect in all the pride of health and strength, 
but it is possible that in a very few moments yon may become a pale 
and lifeless corpse. Even while I am speaking, the fatal mandate mav 
have passed — Set thine house in order I and if so, you will soon be strudc 
from the roll of human existence, and the friendiB who now surround you, 
may be called upon to perform the last sad office of laving you in the 
eaith, where this fair b(Mly will perish amidst worms and oorrupdou. Be 
▼e therefore ready, and rest assured that a firm belief in the truths of the 
Boly gospel of Jesus wiU afford you consolation in that gloomy hour, and 
eoBore your elenial happiness in the world to oome.'* 
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;&r^ tipon whom will fehey. bam thte^ iBiliiig' wpi'^il^ 
«ioii» whieb I d^mht j^MProvUefiee istdiM iHllw awM 

My friends, I H^ 70U vAl\ mtH*^3s» iUm dbtMrvfrtlMi 
•i^ aliy intended «everilry ef r^piddf» but ^ntber'^ek iM 
beseech jrbn to^ tofc^ it |tt tiWi si^fil salMaiy Mmliott ftf 
Jtarotheriytevei ^ .... .j 

: I am wtoQ aiMM) ^tftat bjr «bia j^aee^nMr I iMl be i« 
danger of oeiiecma from menif qt^bHtiri.. Viret; tiif 
iiet^ of the 4eeeaied,'aod parti^iakriy thtf^f rt nl toft fy 
c€ whiefr be w«^ a bi^hiair, mi^t expect ^ fRMiegj^ii 
apoa tbe- obaraoitet er % daeeawd' taotber. « To 'tbem.{ 
Wef tea^ei Ita 6ay> I bo|Ms iSbeHteiiwtll'be (hougtatriii 4ihi 

Eesefit luafiQqa toeiMfit^ «^ viry Q^fltoieilt -f Mn i ^yri e 1 fsit 
id I not had^ererymiM^^iii f^aaMtimqitatiboabit 
a^tbeirky^ te ba^e believed' liivi bit. redttt)^ dtaierv^ tN 
^;ipeliati<m of a braUif^ fi^bjog dioald bar^ eeUf^petted 
me to have latnetrted bim aa aHl6b» b#i*wer bumfu)!^ 
laig^tiiaTe led me k^hmeajbfaiaiiMagaM^^ Jatdme* 

tiAtimif be lieaid.t^i^ doors; offi; wldch u reoBfiied 
9^ oo&tiimQff many, days, M<x>rii4|;.i* tM tt^pdur 4»f , tbe pnikn. Ttm 
•«)e^«re ftbMi^ fr^fol. fcv.tkii^ a^^ 
iukl»iiimaae(tfbfib* ''lMA8>d^^"bft4Epi^iiu$e,''iii4|ieyeMm 
at Ispahan/ near the royal eqwCt% wbentbe atiaivMS of ^ Miit hoaae 
4[M. -^IStemoBieBfQbeeiqiir^iiAtb'&a^ 

<w or tUrty peopio, «et ap SQck^a foiioio ery, liipita vw -qaitia etor^M 
mi iraa above twobow befote 2 ooq^ recover i^a^/ XbM mm 
asniinQe a long- timer and tlieu oeaae all At 01^ ; «tid ^a ^aghi.i^pi9 
M mddeoly, and Hi oonoen. it Ifi, ihiitfl«ddeiiQtt$ wbieb is w twjEilf ing^ 
togocber with a greater degree oi shriQaefls and lou^ev ttan my^um 
«B& ei^Hy imaftae. Tbift' aora^ Mtid of. nowiuag eaatUraed fovty 
^aya, not equally T]t>Ieat> but idiH dinHoatioo fh>m day to dwr; Tfatf 
langest and mbei Tiohot aoOs w«m wUt^ lbey>wa0bed ^ body, whea 
<aey peffomed it, irhea tl^y jyirried'it oat to !be iiite»i|Qd, atjoakiog tha 
famntory, and trbetf they di^ed .tk4 elfects. Toa, ai« noi to aoffKM 
tkat thoso who were ready to sp^iLi^^ ^bam^ mtk crying out, fp^l 
tr ameb; the gtreat6Bt'|Mjrt of them Aid notched a^aingle tev throng^ 
the whole tragedy.*' ... 

' ^ Let these fbeHnga be eoeMcrated to t^B bm6« bepeflMal piirpoee»«» 
MpaxatioiL for xmt own departme ;.for, from anck examples, we mvit 
aa coairkfied that a nxailar. event may haipeQ to any one ^ va,jA a 
Aemeet whiKi kesi aepeeted. We ^bt, &reft>]«» akifaya. to be pffa^ 
pared for such a momeotoos change. It wxy not, perhaps, be this y«a|^ 
8 



mxelk a memlMr, m j<m who koew him know what we 
hnre lort^is oumes eoiwistoiit to tbe^ri^ter wishes of his 
now fulljr eolighteDod soul thau all that human laitfuag^ 
/oan postiblj say io his praile. . Yes> my beioved brothrsn, 
ihere is ao great piMumptioo ia sayi&gy that ..could hip 
spirit BOW speak to us.iB (Mmpoi language,, lie would saj 
to all the Uviogy ^* Weep oot for me^ mv brethren, but 
l^tber weep £4* yourselves, who are W^l Urieg amidst 
ell the daogeis of bumao frailty, md who are #till sui>' 
rouaded with worldly temptatioaa ! I left you,", me** 
thinke would he go on to sajyi '« I left you, it is trtts* 
eudd^ly a^d imezpactedly, but. the Great Master of as- 
sembliea oaUed me h^nee, aed has giveu me a eupierieff 
degree to- any that your ii>ferior Order eovild bestow upon 
me. Cba&#e, then, the unseemly lamentation of Jim I 
my lnvther^,Ua this, Hail (Jam wh$ art higihf fiwaitred of'tke 
Lordr^ 

' To those who are not of the fraternity > and whose 
emriostty having, been excited- te know what I ^ould say 
upon the loss of a deceseed brother, may feel soniie disap 
pointqaent that I have only dw^lt upon ^e .un9ertainty of 

or the neat ; but it may he tkk rmv oiglii. - At uy moafiot tii« caU 
«ay wwzpdotediy anpive^-as it tlid to o«r departed bcotbtt' — whiok 
BummonB ns to, jaagment. TbiB vwy niglit the tr«iii{»et wmy 80und--4lie 
Arefaangel nay declare that thne shall be ih> more^the jftdge may be 
eDthroDM; and amidst peids of thaoder, aod the v^ieck of diteolvSog 
natare, we may be called on to answer for^our sins. 

*" H. R. H. the Bake of Snsaez thus applied theabOTC principles whea 
addressing the Hooee of Lords on the B^encY questiQii. '* Thsse ssnt^ 
sieats/' he ofoserrsd, *^ ore the conseoaence of Umf and'seriotta enqniiiaii 
and hare been greatly iojlaenoed by oe^ and religions meditatioas. Snos 
the last tone I ventcired to intrude ffly&elf npon the attention of the Hcmaa 
domestic ealamitiesand serioos faidii^ositioh have ahaost oonstantly viktod 
me ; it Is in such moments as those, my lords, when it appeals as if a fyw 
instants woold sepaiate me for erer from this mortal Ufe. and the hopes of 
a better console me in the hour of anguish and sotrow, Oiat aH prejudioci 
xiease, and that man views human events, unbiassed by prepossessions, is 
their true lirht, mspved with Guistian faith, and calmed by a con&tel 
teKa&ee on m mercy of the Omnipotent ;--at those times, when one may 
he said ahnost to stand liuie to face with one's Creator, I have l!reqiientiy 
ashed myself what preference I could urge in favor to my fiedeemar ovsr 
my iUlow^sreatm^, in whose si^t all weU-4nte&tioned and well-inclhied 
men have an eouai claim to his mercy. The answer of my eonscieaes 
alwavB was — Mow the directions of your divine Mastery love cm 
aaothor ; and do not to otiiers what yon would not have them do nola 



V9W the gre^ bviam^teotike oeoiitian ; it vtrav wjbat tiioM 
who solicited noty kboofs Vfien tfais sotemn^ Moasioo pid)^ 
dpallj desiffed ; it-^isfa»>lM'Wbatr )bi»ro\ii^n pastotrvetf 
piously recdqiBie9adid4 ; ' tiitd by so doing, i haire eOBsel^ 
eotioualy perfi>rwed wlpat I uall^belien k mj ^mtfJ^ 
Indded, my frietid^ this is tte essmoe, tbe iM(ture^tii# 

Siineipie of ont^BioM 0>der; BftiMfy, tirfaieiN^ Hviitg:;^ 
yingi io do 4ll i&s good v^ em to out fellow^^iwitaretl 
and eeastngfrooi^ tfaiisy' we cease to be Masou* « . t 

And- wtil assurtd I ai», that' if, as an ma^xaaBt ii 
the hanld ot^Ood> I ieatt4»e ihade osefiil upoo this/solemti 
ocoasioii to -al&FlSEi oa^ seui to fl«e &em tiia wi^th t& 
«ome ^>to entice ono soul t^ oease fnn^ the foQies of tho 
Wdrid $ to'iaduee^Mie ^o^ei^tQ tlMkjseriifwiy andcffeot^ 
ally iMOQ the oertaini^ of deatkt aiid the VQeettaiuty of 
tilo ;'n^ ^Cte, xipoi^ tka >OQaasioc»» be.^siid«i,usefdl- to^eadl 
^ ^eoe £oul to jqf»eitd ^aelh ftitura taomjBQt'Of tiiM in idoiligl 
good and preparing fbf eternity — to Hto eaeh future dajr 
us though ^tbat day was I/be last 9(b had to<iive;, wull am 
l^assuared, I say^tfaat'if, p the tepds ^f'^Gted; I ova, ii|NaA 
this' 8oi4)»ii^oeoaiiah«'eflbet'tluB, tho.sj^int of our d^rta4 
krotitMir^ whether I eaU him a^ Omslaw ^r a Ifasto, i^ « 
1>e hotter plBaaedvtban if { f^msed-diiiB^ or eohyerted ail 
tha world to Masonry.^ 

. Hence abo I oondude with obser^g the.aptnesaof 
Oii|x text to tfa^ losfr of our beloved m^ad ; far^ thougli 
the laiuentatioti is not to him, baeaua^ with him, X trusty 
to die was gain ; yet it must still b^ a lalhetitation to us; 

"- ' ^IBj the constMtioos of )f fisomry; no brother tan be intertoa with the 
ibriuaHtieB of ibe Order, tmleBs it be' at bis own roeclfd re q!teB t,>nor tmless 
'be bas been adVanoe^ to the degree of a Master Jiaaon. When tiM wish 
of tb^ deceased sbaQ faava-been commanicated to the Master of ^be lodge 
of whidi be died a membet, the Master may apply to the Prov..G. Master 
for a dispeDsation ; oh obtai&tng which, the Maat^r may invite oiber lodgSB 
to attend in form i and nq^ the Ffov. G. Master be proent, be is ao> 
•oonntable for the reg:Qrarity and condnct of the whole proceedings. 

^* And yet Mastfnry is the most ancient vodet^ in the wteld ; ita 
'tHncipIcS are based oil the purest morality-^ts Bthies are the ethics of 
<%ristianily— its dotftrioes the docfcrtoes of patriotisni a6d brodi^ly lovr 
-^-and ltd sentiments those of the most exalted benevolence. Upon iben « 
point? there can be no doabt' All that is good, and kind, and charitably 
n encourages ; all that is vieioia, and oniel, and oppreseiTe, it reprobate«. 
^Bee tbe Addras at the insiyiation of-Bro, Yaft Kensselaer to the < ^ 
of Grand Master, New Yoik, 1325. k ^» 
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imperftet state of htuoan Ufe, and now ia the peifect 
«tate of eternal f^orj^ next te» the ^ear of Ood^ uQivenal 
yBod^-wilL te.all maokiodi th^safiMr^i ia his loiSy sot oolj 
our frateraity baa lost a brotbor, but the world at large 
\k$B lest a brother also ; the^ neighbourhood in which he 
Itved, I hmve too doubt* has lost a good seighbour ; the 
Ibntii^over wfaidb he presided has sosteiDed a loss which 
it wouods my heart to ment^a*^ The widow has lost 
an affectionate httsband. This 4s a wound indeed in the 
kieenest sensttiility of human affeetion, Mid if love can 
Meed «t idl, it bleeds indeed with • wound like thia 
JThe childron baii^ Idst a t^iader father, an i^ectionate 
liriend, a carefid provider; and if the misfortuaes of in* 
Ainey.ean in any case claim. onr pity, this is a loss over 
'^hvch, for: their tender sakes, it would be inhuman not 
lo weep. Not only have the ^hildreft lost, a &ther« but 
jbari^i I hear yon a^^ parent we^^ai^d. say, the father, * I 

ako> has lost a child } and In this kieen sensibility of 
iMmentary imagination) metbinks I hear renewed the 
heavtfelt groanings of an aged Jaeob, ss^g, ^^Jf Inm ^ I 
ftSTMEs^ of mf childrmf I am Ifereaoei;^ or the still more 
bitter lamentalio& of a David;, *' OJ Aitahtn^ my muh mff 
imhO/ Ahtal(m,m!fmn,w(mmtot}odIkadd%0dfortkee:''^ 

i 
' >^nrhe Jews had some carious ideas ob this pbi&t *n)ey termed ths , 

p^Yt of a departed friend ^the lioose of the liTti^^" to e x pr o s ft tMr 
Mief ia the immortality of tlie bOqI apd of the restoratioDr of the hod^ 
fp its primitire elemeats. And from this belief, whed they carry a oorped I 

to its last resting place, the^ address themselves to the dead who are there ^ | 

deposited, as if they were alive, a^^iiig— '' Messed be the Lord who created 
y(m» kA vmi» broqght yon ap, and at last, hi- his jnatiod^ tools yoa oal of 
.the world. He knows the number of yon allr and wiH in time revive y^ 
Jtiesaad be the Lord, who canseth death and restoreth bfe." (BvzIarC 
Bynag* Jud c. xxxv.) 

^ Ask any oi these miserable creatures what it is tbat sapports them 
nnder their afflictions. Will they tell you that the sympathy of their 
friends and neighbours is all they want? Will they say that the hope 
of better circumstances bears them up? They will say no sadi thing; 
hecasse neither friends nor neighbours, nor anything this world ^iaa 
afford, will give them comfort in their troubles. Wmlt is It, then, that 
'does comfort them ? It is r^igion. It is a reMance on their Saviour. 
iFor nothing ebe but the prospect of future happiness can be a suffident 
ysUef foi! praent miaeir. Heligion is a nev«4ailiQg source of comfort 
It teaches him that God brings good out of evil, and commnaicates the 
<«xeatest blessinj^ nnder carcumstaaoes the most advene, sad ralamitim 
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are thy wound$, wherever th<ra dost braodi^h thy erod 
weapon i Wife, chlldrea, fatker, neigbbour, and ixl tbit 
uiatwoe fr»eadflhq>. and broiberly )are» are, it nmnberieiir 
hearts weepiog, t^Ung> voaraiagf and with the nro[die« 
al«o, there i» the utmost unkon in the ^ioeere Umeotai^ 
tian of '^Alas tmybr^tker:^ : ' 

My friends^ to-weep with them wtMi weep, is to etijfoif 
indeed^f itmay Wcalled aa ei]joyBient'«->-atl the luxury 
^a teiKr< To weep witk-jthem whe weepris to itidulge 
one (^ the he^ sensihilitiea of b»maoity. To weep wkM 
^ejn who weep, is indeed to exwcise Christianity itself. 
Yes, it is^aii inditatioa of Christ and fais apostles-Wesstf 
wt^! We alse^ said iiis disciples, go and wedp witk 
faka* And can we^ imitate them Ho farther f Sorely m4 
msy ; for having wept with those who weep, we mayV 
all of U8,.in same iiistaoee or other, in 'the hmder dffloeH 
of hnmanityy wi|ie away the tear 'from the mourner^s eyOr 
First, partii^ipatien and sympathy does this- kind office irt 
part. Next, the consolatory idea gi^^en us ftom Christiaii 
authority, that our brother is not dead, but sleepeth, it 
alive again, shall rise in the- resurrection of the just, and 
we with him, if we, as,we hope he hath done^ die in the 
Lord; shall together, in bands of unsullied and indis* 
sohifole friendship, live together with the Lord : this wilj^ 
dry op every tear. Next, and finally, let alt who weep, 
let all who hear me — nay, jeould my voice reach the ears 
and the hearts of all who have heard of the tnournfol 
event which occasions my present address — I could wish 
to ask, with all the earnestness which the importance of 
death and eternity cao authorise, I could wish to ask-^ 
Are ye old ? then you miM^ die! prepare then, ye agedi 
to meet your God. Are ye young ?-^oes health bloona 
upon the countenance ?-^-are your bones full of marrow! 
— are your nerves, as it were, like brass?— does youlf 
mount of life seem to stand steady and impregnable It^ 
do you eount, from all human appearance, many, man|f 
vears before you? — ^and are ye numbering many dayl 
netween you and .the dreary grave? Alas I let me asKj 
who of you, ye youngest, ye most healthy, and ye 
strongest— ^wbo ef you, I wou44 ask, can have a- bettef 
pTbspect of this kind than our departed brother himsetf| 
had . but a |hif days i^oi ? Aud 99 w, behold you ! witk 
tU fgQfliiU mai his aoosi w^ hava banod ItHiia ^bm 
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liiaat iamh ; «5d wa^moiinr over him, snjriiig, ^^jOa* f my 

( Serious. eall! aoleiBii wsniiDgl Lefe, then, our team 
#1 8om>W9 whtoh we bow humanelj shed for our depaited 
ftie&df . became tears of peohenee fear our past omnces. 
I^et ut we^ no tnore for him, at leait bejdad the just 
measure of humane and Christian afibction, &r he needs 
it not ; bat let us weep for ourselves, and for our bfethren 
who ate^stiU alive, that wfaoi we have shed those tears 
wh^ft ave extraotfid from the sc^rows of human life, vtb^ 
may aU of ns be prepared to enter that ^lorkrtis place 
where the tears shaH be wiped fiom every eye ; where 
sovrow and sighing ^hall be done away for ever; where 
tbe weary are &r ever at rest ; and where the joy of the 
tford 9ii^\\ make glad the city of our eternal habitation. 
That tlus may be the salutary efisct of our present 
forrow, the momentary guide luid counsellor of our 
future Gond»6t, and, hereafter, the happy portion of \» 
Ibll, Ood of hfe infinite mercy grant, through Jesus Christ 
#ur Iiord* Amm and Amm> 

FRAYBR 

'' Almighty and everlasting Ood! who art always more 
feady to hear thou we to pray> and who art always ac- 
customed to give more than either we desire or deBerve» 

' '1 The Plain Dealer, in " Quevedo/' thus addressed his atteative hewer 
m language illiistrative of the above subject : " Son," said the old man, 
SBoilingi ** I shall neither hinder nor envy thv delights, bnt in pure pity I 
ifoM fain re<Mm thee. Dost thoa know uie pnoe of a dav, an boor, or 
a minute? Didst thou ever examine the value of time? If thou haidBt» 
{hoQ wouldst employ it better, and not aj^nd so man^ blessed opportimi- 
ties spon trifles, ana so easily and insen»bly part with so inestunable a 
tRMnre. What is become of thy past hours ? Have they msde thee « 
' fromise to come again vhea thou callesi for them ? Or canst tlMia ihov 
{pe which way thev went ? No, no ; they are ^one without reoovery, and 
m their flight, metninks, Time seems to turn his l^ad, and laugh over his 
shoulder in derision at those who made no better use of him when they 
Ipd hhn. Dost thon know thai all the misutes of our life are bnt so 
many links of a chain that has death at the extremi^yi and evwy moBMot 
brings tbee nearer thy expected dissolution ? Perchance, while tibe word 
is speaking, it may be at thy very door ; doubtless, at thy rate of living, 
II will be upon tihee before tliou art sensible of it How stupid is her w»> 
iam while he lives, for fear of dyingl How wicked is ho who liiws ssif 
IfB should never die, and only fears death when he comes to feel it 1 He 
Is certainly none of the wisest that spends all his days in lewdness and 
debauchery, without considering that» of his whole Hfe, any minute might 
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poar down upon ui, at this tiine» the divine eontolations 
of thy Holy opirit ; and be it aleo to us a spirit of wisdom 
and uDderetanding. In thy hands are the spirits of all 
living ; and in thee alone we live, and move, and have 
our beinff. Thau givest, and thou takest away. Thou 
doest what thou pleasest in the heavens above, and 
amongst the inhaoitants of the earth. Be this our 
wisdom, to know thf^t thou art always, in all thy 
conduct, guided . by infinite justice, wisdom, and mercy. 
Give us, therefore, in all thy jud^ents, the hearing ear, 
and the understanding heart; rod may they teach us 
the true lessons of meekness resignatioo, and.patience^. 
Support the afflicted in every trial ; and may that awfut 
circumstance which, in the present moment, must extract 
the tear of friendly commiseration from every tender 
heart, teach us all the important value of being always 
ready to meet our Qod. In the midst of life we are ^1 
in death ; one momei>t in health and strenffth, the next 
bowed down in weakness and death. Teach lis, gracious 
Father, ^e uncertainty of all human dependencies; anft 
may we spend the pi^sent moment as if we were surie ttr 
Were to be our last. Prepare us, O Lord ! for ail thy 
gracious intentions : if we live, may we live unto th^ 
Lord; if we die, may we fall asleep in Jesus; thati 
whether living or dyings we may be thine for 6ver. 
Sanctify this awful moment to the conversion of eveiY 
heart. May' the serious and important services in whicn 
we have at this time been engaged, leave a suitable 
impression upon every mind; may the aged read the 
certainty of death, and may the young rewi the uncer^ 
tainty of life ; and may we, one and all, be truly pre^ 
pared to give that solemn account which we know not 
low soon we may be called to give. May pastors and 
people eagerly snatch the present moment to work out 
our salvation with fear ana trembling, seeing we know;- 
not how soon the night cometh, when no man can work ( 
and prosper thou the work of our hands upon us ; Q 
prosper thou our handy work ! that when thou, who ar| 
title final rewarder of all them who labour in thy vine« 

Jard, shall come to render unto every one according t4 
is labour and bis work, we may be found amongst thi^ 
happy number who shall receive that pleasing invitatioA 
of **Comey ye childrai^ rf mu Futherj mter ye vtUo the jay (f^ 
your LoriP^ We beg it for Jesus' sake. - ^Ai^. * ^ 



SERMON VI. 
OX BBOrrHERLY LOVB, 

tBSACHXD AT CHATHAM, JtTNB 5, 1797, AT THE ANNI- 
VBASART PaOVINCIAIi GRAND LOD6e FOR THI CdtTKTT 
d> KENT. 

**Ir«w 6f brethren." 

1 PcTiK,ilL6. 

It has been almost always customary, and* indeed, I 
mppose^most generally expected^ at these general meetr 
ings oif the iQasooie brotherhood, tbat» by way of con^ 
verting the world, satisfying the curious, convincing the 
{toubttal,andencpuraging the brethren, something should 
be advanced by the preacher, both to explain our Royal 
brder, and vindicate the utility and, the purity of our 
lecret and mysterious union. And, indeed, did I now 
itand up in a situation where our Order was but newly 
i;evived ; or could I perceive, in the countenance of my 
bearers, any or either of the traits of ignorance or preju* 
dice»I should think something of thb explanation and 
tiadication, at this time, my duty aho*^ But, when I 

> PraemaiOBry ig an Order wlucb requires no viiklioation* And pi 
bow freqaentljr are we called on bj the uoiDitiated to give an aceouDt of 
t3ie hope that is in us. If it be a praiseworthy institution, say tbejr, ia 
flb aAsetation of triampfai a& if the ar^Qneot was ananswerable, if it be 
volvenally beBeficial, whj not throw it open to the pfaUic t Wh^r it « 
thrown open to the pabHc. It ia open to the inspection and particip^ 
tion of evjsry worthy and honest man. Its secrets are hidden from none 
bat the reckless ana pro&ne. Tme, it is not a proselyting system, bat it 
VBver revises to display its stores to the serioos enqairer uter knowledge. 
4lid where is the society to be foand that does more? WhatgoodwocM 
xeaoTt to any institution by the indiscriminate amalgamation of the eril 
and the good ? The latter may have all the information they want, If 
fhey apply in a legitimate manner ; and we aroid all oonnectaon with the 
* ler^boeauaei 



»aa jii^ifed apsstl* aeamea as that '^eTil eomflMnuAatioaB 
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99Mdi€tet ^mt, to the mi^or jpArt of wot preioiit agsemUed 
breti^ren^ I haye had- the high piiwileffe of thh unnual 
Hjddrefls several times before, I am well persuaded that 
they are Ih general so well acquainted with the exceh 
leocy, th^ utility^ the wisdomv and the purity of the 
misoDie establisbineot, as to stand ia need neither of a 
eordial to enoourage, nor a stimulius to provoke in their 
pooduct, that seal which is necessary to the honour, the 
eoaafort, or the well-being of all society. 

To the rest of my {^resent audienee-^I mean those of 
the female sex,' and those of the other who are noi 
Masons, I can only say, I am, and always shall be, very 
much grieved, if ever they have the opportunity of 
observing anytlnag, either in the public or private coor 
du^ of Maftonsy wliich can posnbiy give them any cause, 
even to think lightly, much less to think ^vil, or despise 
tbtft Order, which we, as Masons, always boast of ais 
royal, Joyal, Christian, and humane. If, however, 
through the ill-conduct of any defective member of 
oui^ society, (and I believe there are no societies of 
human beings, in this state of human frailty, wiliiout ita 
defective members}^ — if, I say, through the i)l-conduct 

* There %ie two opinkms si&onffft the tetctnity whether it be expe- 
dieot to admit fem^l^ into the Order. On the OoDtiiieiit, the qneetion 
hae been decided in the affirmative ; but in England they are ezoluded bj 
soiversal practice. How far this exclusion may, or may not, be cour- 
teoQs, has not been detenmned*. It does not appear that the continental 
loitistions of the aoAer sex has produced anf eenoas diaadnmtages. The 
tfaaes of ignorance have paasea away, when the fraiale votaries, at the 
celebration of the Dionysiao Mysteries, used to spread themselves like 
ton^nta overtnties and whole provinces, half naked, and with dishevelled 
loeks, uttering the most frightful bowlings ; and their frantic transports 
ndre attributed to the efiect of divine inspiration. No aneh pam^sms 
aie now to be apprehended, JLnd as to Uieofaarge that they ase waJbh 
to keep a aecret*-we know it to be untrue. 

' Mack^ obaerves, verv justly, that '* immoral conduct, such te would 
subject a candidate for admission to tdeetion, should be the only ofienoe 
visited with absolute expulsion. As the punishment is p^neral, afEecting 
the aelation of the one expelled with the whole fraternity, it should not 
be hnposed for the violation of apy aasonio act not general in its char* 
notst. But the oommisston of a grossly immoral act is a violation of the 
eontnust entered into between each Mason and his Order. If sanctioned 
by sUence or inpunitv, it would bring dlseiedit on the institution, aiid 
tend to impair its useralness. A Mason* therefore, who is a bad man, is, 
to the fraternity, what a mortified limb is to the body, and should be 
treated with the s»e mode of cure— he should be 4Mit off; lesl his < 
plespraid, and difBase he profMigaled ikhragh theesestitstioR.'' 



of any ^efeeidr^ mwbm» of tto masooic Ordef, tli«n» 
are any here who have been induced - to despise, or eren 
to think lightly of Masonry itself; let me beg of them, 
for a few monients oalyi the charitable arrest of such an 
uncharitable judgment ; and belieye me^ from this saored 

rlaoe, where I dwe^not trifle with tnidi, that the advioe 
am about to give to my brethren from 4hat portion of 
Poly Writ which I have now read to yon, wul, though 
it were illustrated with all the oxnaments of language 
and of oratory,' were I the completest master of them, 
give you the true traits of a real and unaffi»eted masonic 
character. 

To you, therefore, my beloved brethren, as you shall 
hear and as you shall obey the admonition of tiie Great 
Master of assemblies, which is. his word, though fiow 
delivered by the weakest of his workmen^ to you I say, 
i look for that vindicatioa of our pure and Royal Order, 
whioh, like Christianity itself, is bettei* vindicated by the 
practice of its professors, than by all that can be said or 
written of it, did an angel speak, or. did an angel writer;* 
The admonition of. the day, then, is, '^. love as brokren.^ 
I begin with observing, that as the created of the At* 
mighty God the Grand Architect of the Universe, the 
world of mankind is one family, is one brotheihood. As 
the redeemed of the Almighty God the Saviour of the 
world, all are brethren, and Christ the eternal Go4 is our 
elder brother. Yes, he is the comer-stone, which the 
level of his love has so placed, as will one day unite and 
then for ever support the whole builditig of the Father'^ 
creating love In an undiviaible and eternal unify.* But, 

« Not^g om be more jnst lihas this tecomnieiidatioii. It is by liM 
-privste coi^ct of the brethren that Masonry will be judged h^ tiM 
world. If a member of the firatemity be a bad hasbaod, iatfaer, or 
friend, the enemies of Mas<»U7 eB|;eriy seize on the example as forming 
a valid Gfaarse against the morafity of the Order. Bat it is no 8n<« 
thing. An insUtation which teaches its members to conduct thenas^Tes 
properly in all the rdations of civil society^ canhot be responsible fot 
everv eolitarriiistanoe of a non-observance of fts instnicttons. 

* This is mb perfection of masonic charity. Faith and Hope, thoagh 
essential to every one during liis mortal nilgrimage, will have no i^huse m 
the reafaoB of Uise. There we Aail see m things which are now tinseen ; 
and eonse^Qcntly we shall not want the evidenoe of Faith. The first 
step of the masonic ladder being triumphantly passed, will be for ever 
done away. There we shall possess the things we now hope for, there- 
fore we shaU not need the aapport of Bope ; and the eecond step wiU 
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«Qjr£rieods» it is to be lamebttd, tisat although bs the 
created^ and aa tba redeeined of the eternal and just 
0od, the uuirecaal worid is a brotherhood^ and all ought 
ifO have been as'bEethrte ; ^et, how fi^Uy aiid univer^ 
fally do we find, both in practioe and sentiment^ thi« 
brotherhood disseminated. Look into the world, and 
Tou see aatioa rise against nation^ and kingdom against 
kiinffdoip I nay, what is still worse, and more bitterly to 
be laimentcd, we fiad in the present evil day, kingdoms 
divided agaiost .themselves ; neighbours distracted with 
dissensions f aiidtaaoh is the great declension of brotbre- 
ly. lQve» that even in the little eircleis of family compact, 
/una often find three against two^ and two against l^ree* 
How sorrowful, and bow m^ich to be lamented is this 
refleetioiL on the. defiBction of that love \Vhich ought to 
be the eementt of every huaian .heart ; for nought but 
IhiB love renewed can possibly give any true felicity to 
the hnman^souL Now, this detection of the human heart 



for ever vanish. But whip Fait^ and Hope shall haf e had their perfeet 
consammation, Charity will still remain. The third step of the ladder 
penetrates the highest heavens, add can never be destroyed. And when 
thedHkiMM of' death is passed; and wie are admitted into the Grand 
{jodge above, Uie regions af iteroal ligl|t» the bright beaon of Chaa*!^ 
will be fally infaaed into oar souls, and we shall make oi^e glorious com*- 
t>any with the an^ls and archangels and all the host of heaven. One 
tnkd and ' one vOice will animate tliitf heavenly' society ; and that mind 
lS)d tin* VDioe wiH celebrKte the praises of masonie charity: AH will 
unite in the most perfiact harmony taad<»re the Great Ar^teet of the 
Universe. Mutually rejoicing in each, other's happiness ; as the^re will 
be no wants to rebeve, or distresses to commiserate, all in that blessed 
lodge will be filled with the pure eesenee of apiritual Masonry. 
. ^ BeftffriDg, as he frequently does in tbeae' sermons, toibeaU-^beorhing 
ftM>lo of the day, the Freneh recvolvliQn, of which Laurie, iu his '' History 
pi Freemasoary," thus deseribes the odgia:--^-^ About the middle of the 
eighteenth century, the titef ati on the Ooatment were divided into two 
great parties. The one may be considered aa es-Jesuits, or adherents to 
ihe Catholic superstition, who were promoters of political and religious 
despotism, and inculcated the doetnnea of non-resistance and passive 
obedience. -Ilbe other party was oompoeed^ men n^o were friends to' 
there formed religion, enemiee of superstitioii aad frnatlcism, and supports 
9Sm of the absurd doctrine of the infiuite perfectibUity of the human 
mind. They were dissalaaSed with that abvery whioh was impoeed hf 
the despotism of the.contiaestal rulers and the saperstiitioh of the church 
pf Borne ; and many of them, entertained opinioes adverse to the Ghris* 
tian religion, and to every existing form ef government. Between these 
pro par&B there was a perpetual struggle, for power, which terminatsd 
ia theFccnch i«vi4iSti«iu" 



6r0m tbe exercise. af bftitberly love, whfeh is ^^ veiy 
essence of its tmtare Blad felicity, oomeiited to aceordiD^ 
to its reality, and lemented over sccoKding to its mkchieT^ 
ovB tendency and its miserable cansequenees^ opens M 
our view at once the esccellency ef every band of unioii 
and sooiety w^ich oaf), in any ^degree, renew its degene*- 
r&ted nature, or by any vfk&aas restore,, in the lives of nfken, 
its deadened faculties to life, to vigour, and to exercise. 
Hence, in a general sense, without enterinff into its par*- 
ticul^r merits, I take upon me te assert tne excellency 
of the masonic uni4>n J Yes, itoy friends^ I £^1 no hesi ta* 
tion in sayilsg, that this union of man with ^lan, has its 
foundation inOod, who built the universe, and is the 
God of love. From this sourceof love is hewn its chief 
corner-stone, whose name is Glory, and whese nature ift 
love ; and. when He who will ^ne day coniplete thie 
buil<Kng of his redeeqaing mercy, shall come to celleet 
his jewels, he willpbicein his kingdom, as ^e^mements 
of bis triumphant grace and glory, every real Mason $ 
and whatever his station may have been in the work $ 
whether a master to devise, a warden to explaiti those 
devices, a steward to superintend, a secretary to traa* 
scribe, or a workman to ^raise the building- by his bandy 
labours-^-^all shall be aoceissories and assistants to this 
grand edifice t>f universal love, and all shall be rewarded, 
not altogether according to the perfection of his perform- 
imces, or the sublimity of his statian and office, but ia 
a great measure, according to the sincerity of his inten- 
tions, and the zeal of his endeavours.^ 

. 'For Jto imloQ, if fflariy woi^ei •«t, is the perftetion of bfcrtlnrkr 
lore. lAko the Ylrtae described by the i^hmUo, ita appHiatiofa is aoue 
•od eiteaBive, <' it salfereth ]oqe lusd is kmd.*' The trae Mason will be 
slow to anger end es^y to forgpffe. He will etsy bis fedling brother 1^ 
gentle mlraonitioa, and waiMi bim kisdly of approeobibg danger. Be 
will oot open bis ear to the slanderers, and wUl doss bis iips against aB 
reproach. Hi& &alts and his fdlies win be locked ia bis breast, and the 
prayer for mercy will ascend to Jehovah for his bratber's sins. Nor wiB 
these sentiments of beneroleaoe be eonflned to those wbo are bonod to 
bun by ties of kindred or worldlv friendship alone ; bat extending theil 
tbrangbottt the globes be will love and (Wish all who sit beneath the 
brsaicanoF^ of oar Aatversal lodge--^tbr it is the boast of our institih 
tion» that a Mason, deStitate and worthy, may flbd in every eUiiie a 
brother, and in every .land a boms. (Mackey's Lexicon in v. Gbaritv^) 

* " livery menber of the fvetemity/' mya Bro. Moore, (MiiiB. Magi 
vol i., p. B6^ '* is aoconntablsforlus oondnct as a Hasoa toaay regala^ 



, giving l})iM» niyhdovfiibmtiatm^ bi^fiypoioted ofil 

the neea/wity of your labaur> and tbe certainty and exeel- 
leiicy of your intenckd reward, you will now, I trust, 
permit ipet iu the plaia language of an humble brather 
Iabotti:er, to point CMit tQ -you a little more particularly 
the nature of this your work» in the rebuUaing, in the 
human heart* that temple of love, which pride^ ambitiout 
and oovetoiisneaa, have too universal It destroyed. And 
th]^>. I am ^ure, I shall have yo^r full pe9rmissi<XD to do, 
when I a^ntion. the two grand motives of my present 
Uttempt, i^amely, first, iQstir up. your pure minds by w^y 
of remembrance ; and, leeomdlyf to explain to others^ 
without betraying any secret, the grjuad essejntial of our 

UDiOnr-BROTHfiRI«Y l^OV^.^ 

First, I would observe, this masonio labour* o^ bretb* 
l^e^ begins in tbe heart* This, is the. fountain* and 

ly constituted lodlge ; but if be be a member of a particolar lodge, lie k 
moTt immediately reaponsfble to it. A MasoD acquires soiiie special 
privikges l^ becomhig a meffiber of a lodge, and he baato peHbrm special 
aervke* which he might not otherwise be subjected to. Biit he eatert 
Ipto DO new obli^tioBS % the fratemiiUr generally, and hi» aoooimtabiUty 
is not increased any furCber than regard the faithful performance of those 
special duties. Hence, the difference between those brethren who are 
nenibers- of a lodge and these who are iiot,-is» that the menrbers iire 
iKwod to> obey the -bjjHsws of their own porticalar lodges, in addition to 
the general duty to the fraternity. Again, every Haaon is bound to obef 
tiie summons of a lodge of Master Masons, whether he be a member or 
etherwise. 'Hus obligatioa on the part of an individnal deariy implies a 
poweriathd. lodge to investigate imd oentrol his conduct in all tilings 
whidi ccmcern the iAtflsest of the iastttution, ^hia power caimot be eoa- 



[to those brethren who are members of lodges, tor the obligation ia 
general." 

' ° In the UniM States Freemasonry is carried out in its gfreatest pa^ 
fcdaoa; aad this is th^ laogoage of a Grand Master to to bre^ftrea i 
" Encourage, by every means ia your power, a spirit of union, ihatfriend- 
ship and brotherly love may pervade each bosom,, and animate each heart. 
Iliese virtues ^Kwd be careftiliy incnlcated. They oonstistate the cement 
Ivvhich unites the different oartsof the edifice into one common mass | 
without it the building will consist of rough stones, rudely tiirown to- 
gether, without harmony or prot^tion. Cultivate, my brethren, 6iend- 
snip and brotherly love, as a. oond of union — as important to the peace^ 
luinnony, and int^ity of tbe lodge $ support and encoun^ each other 
in every laudable undertaking, and in all eases admonish with gentleness^ 
and reprove without severity. If di£^rences arise amoi^ brethren, en* 
deavour to still the tomiUt of angry passion, instead of adding fuel to 
Iho flame. If Masons were thus mfluenoed, many an erring brethee 
would be recalled from his wanderings, and harmcmy would be restored 
between brothers which had been intermpted by circumstnaoes often triyial 
and of BO material seasequwee.'' 



from h^Bice afli^e IM^ dCiMin« iAei th«ir liae. Now, 
a bitter fouattin, you know, settda forth bitter «treaiXM 
-HI sweet fountaiii o^detii forth its wholesome rivalets; 
bence also, we are advised in the Holy Sciiptares, *^ to 
keep the heart with all diU^ence; for out of it are the 
tfisues of lifeJ' If the fouotain is clear, the waters will 
be elear also. From one spring anseih not the bitter 
and the sweet* Let' your heart think evil of your bro^ 
ther, and ten thousand to one but if the tongue «peak«thy 
t>r the hand is stretched out,, he will feel the severity of 
slander, and his necessities, however great or many, will 
remain unrelieved. How beautiful and how excelledti 
then, is that advice given us by the hispiration of iAub 
sjGfirit of loVe: '> think not evil* oHe of another, but be 
ktndiy afiectiooed/' 

Again, tny brethren, if we would Htc to th^ exersiia 
of brotherly love, we must not only endeavour to kei^ 
j^he aifectiODs of the heart untainted with dark suspicion! 
and evil surmises f but, ifi may so «peak, we must keep 
also the ear of th^ l^rt uacorrupted with evil r^porfe^ 
and not only en^avour not to thinfap surmise, or su^ect 
any evil against our brottier, but always consider also 
that such is the grand character of evil report, that it is 
alwajrs attended with so much exaggeration, that not 
bnce in a thousand times ought we to listen to it, and if 
we are obliged fo listen to it, not once in a thousand 
times ought we to believe, at most, more than a thovh 
sandth part of it.'^ This is indeed a numerical caution ; 
but I am sure its numbers are not too largely calculated; 
for if the heart is onc^suScKod to be tamted bpr an evil 
sttrmise, oc the ear corrupted ,witb an evil report, tba 



w «< There are some untbrtuflate pereoDs,'* 8«y8 Knight, (On T^^sste, 
p. 402,) '* who, by frequently telling a falsehood, become, at length, dupes 
to their own impofltnre, and slaves to their own weakness, by habiioulT 
making others slaves to it ; for, as this kind of weakness both feeds anol 
is fed by vanity, it at first affords them a specious claim to every selfish 
and UDrea«onable Indulgence; and idtinto.tely excuses, in their own 
estimation, not only every omission, but afahost every violation of the 
practical duties of their station in society. like the theories of the 
idiiloebphical politician, or the calculatioub of the abstract mathema- 
tician, the benevolence of persons afflicted wfth this eccentric sort of 
seoiifaiHty is too refined fer the ordinary occurrences of life, Which ait 
either too insipid to attract thdr obeervathm, or too coarse to merit 
thsir atteAtion.^ 
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will too &eiq\iMtIy eiiber b» bound firom doi|)g good of 
stretched out for misebiefi. yes»«^ta& f^equeiitly, in this 
fl8B«e, j»Fe .both, the "topgue Md h|ii^ ., guided bj^ -^ 
ij^B^ioct of th^ faefttif j^nd laogpagiot aod ixmduot are the 
tNUUMSiipt of epinioiu" ., -^ 

'. Tbemore, B^ io the tbouffhte.^d a&otiOQB of ih$ 
]^e^» ill the exeteiae of bro&erly love,, we u«»tuiftlljr 
proceed to. caution thdt littk ui^ruly member of the 
•pod;, ,the ^Qgue. "^hieb iudeed,. nat^ be da|led the 
trttmDOt of > the heart ;^ for if the hefirt is/pure^it wilt 
aoTOG fortii.pur^ thiugs. It is the "pm of the heart ; for 
if the &«ai:t %s embitti^ed^^the toogue ts too likely to ho 
a bitt^. scribe. The tix^Mct^ of thy brother, remem-^ 
b^rv IB- a sacred .depo^ ; lay It not out, theo^ iu orud 
slander* . The chai'aeter of a man is his greatest treasure; 
^oiTiij^t not thqu this thy bjrotber's. sabred treasure, %" 
its purity Is in^coverable* . It is, in this sense, like th^ 
life of thy brother; take4t away, and thou canst n^ver 
restore, it. . Wound his bpdy, or. iinpair his healthy the 
surgeon and the pbysiciap,. by thy interest and advice^ 
may b^ai the oile and restore the other ; injure his pro- 

Eerty,,. «in4 thou nj^yest, if thou t^ast it by thee* rertor^ 
im tenfold; but if, with, the breath of slander, thou bi|t 
blow upon ins cbaraeter — if^ with the language of ^vil* 
lipeakiqg, thou but woundest his good name, ten thou** 
sand words in vindication will ^Idom restore what one 
single syllable has, in many instances^ ims^ mmneni; 
blasted.'* Koep, then, the door of thy Rps, nor ever let 
ih^ frantie inoinent i^ ri^venge wound that* which, i^ 

^* Ijideed, we ought alwuys to be cctKOnt vith the guards by which 
fb».lawd of yLtaabty ha«e protoeted the Order from evu. Thus, it say 
lodge shall 6fEend agaiost a apeQific law of the cmft-, it shall, at tl^e 
diacretioB of the Grand or Proviiicial Grand Master) )>e sabject to«dmo» 
niti0D> fine, or suspension.,. If ^e be the paniahjnapt awarded, it dioU 
be, for the first (nlbnce» not less than one poand nor more tiian five 
pounds ; for a second oWesace of a simUar natere within tlu^ years, it 
Shall be not less than two, nor more than ten pounds ; and if the lodge 
shall refose to pay the fine, or be guilty o£ a. th}vd ofifenoe, the lodge shafl 
be erased, and its ooostitutioa for^ted. All fines which^aie levied upoa 
t6dgeg are applied to the genial charity. 

" This pas^itge oontiuns a beautilol reference to several passages in tli* 
IsetoreSf to which it will be unneoessary to adl attention, as every brother 
who has paid the slightest n^;ard to the general buflinsflo of the lo^g* 
^xecaltiMiaj;phi8TQprifecik?n.9i$»^ , 



mm^ 



Mpen^ years io heaU Tbink.the Weity bttt ii^V^ iB]^ak 
ipe worfit i rmBT^ee and iio^tate tbe geod quiJitite at 
others, but tocftil^ th&it deftetHj^ \Y^€t^6r real ot imagi*. 
a&ty, i3fe a.Mcu90Q m saojEe^« ana thus {>rpv0^ i^^orid 
— wJlOBd eye is curioua, ia4eea, ov^ MaaoofiM-tb^t iom 
lif the secret)) of Masonry is: 'the eon^ealiiitoDt o^^ d«c 
terother'$ fault, which, by dkeorery/ eo^Id fteitilto ^ 
ai^iended 12^ oblHeratady v . v - - • , 

Fix^ oar ' 'cautioa ti^jpeeiiilg 4he*afiiMl^M of tbft 
hearty anfd th^iaDguag^or the too^e^ wa next MtoraJIy 
infer that tbe action wlQ be kiad, And l^jnted ^dSl M 
liberal. . Ye^\ Weordijgrg. Io the expiaiia^n wiiiclK ^ I 
^^ser^^d io -tfa^ beigitoiDf , ^ollo^s our t^i, ^ho^ ^i^ 
love aa brethreo. in heart a^ ^o^yer^i^v; wiU« in» iiKXt 
laionduct to each other, b^'pitiful, wULbecoUjrtiBWM* ' -- 
V Now, this bra|*ferly;love, ia ita ope^t^ iqaist ba 
thus divided; the fbmar^ Dame)y, to .t>e j^itifaly oin^ 
gaide oar actions id tke exercise of charity and-i^iadneaa; 
the iiEKtter, liamely, #0 bo coiirteotia, Wiii^ fourm i«^iir maa^ 
Bers, both as i»eii, as^eitij^i^s, ahd aaMations;^^' * ' 

First, to b^' pitiftil. To be trulypitifel, in tM flcaq^- 
iural s$iise of the word^ ia for the ri^b a^o^aleo^ of 
every degree, to look aifter, tix listeo to, to regard, a&d to 
tjdlieve, as far as liea in theii pcrwer, the necessities^ tN 
miseries, and tibredti^esstss of all those whgr are beneath 
tbem, in ajl the temporal eirctim^tane^ df human ^le,; 
tutid thu^, to in^itate Oqr ^Tder Brotb^Bt^ ^i^ sp^t bii 
li^ IB doing good ; and, at last, gave , that life as a sacii*' 
flee for the deitructioH of all evil and- tois©ipy."*^-rTo imi- 



' *^ The rale is thid: alwa^ speak $8 v^ of a larolfaei!; in litis aitNaanee'liA 
in his oresene^ And even better, b^ttde, whefi )yres6ot, he Is ablft 1tl> 
defeod iiinm^; not to deftune him, or emf^r hii^ to be deftone^i If k is 
kk oar power to prevent it; va,iid it nnfortwately, n brother^ eoatkot 
fi^child be 80 bind that weiu% anable tro^j to'spet^ weU of li^. It is Qnm 
dor duty to adopt the distinguishing nrj|ue of onr scieniMH-4Ktid ^ 
ootbing. ' i 

' " And ^Is ¥ml not only ekrrvte our bwn character in the eatlmatioa 
•f mankind, bat will add new ianrds to « science which is r&pkltj 
^reading over the whole &ce of the globi\ and excrdpmg its g«fiM 
Imluence to the poor and ne^ of every dim ate, relig^ion, and colonr. 

^One great ptirpow of Freemasonry is tIh^ practice of the nbove 
virtue ; and by Mb it is distingni^ed itbo^ e every other existii^ im\i- 
lati«a iA tits amidHr ^'«xamm of tts <iianticB. Chmrity h its ba^^ 
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tate in otir human connections, as far as hnman ability 
will permit, this glorious character, who is the author 
of Christianity and the patron of Masonry ; medicine is^ 
to be administered to heal the sick; the hungry are to be 
fed ; the naked are to be clothed ; the sorrowiul and the 
drooping mind is to be comforted and consoled; the 
wanaerer is to be recalled into the paths of peace, by 
the solicitations of tenderness and compassion ; and the 
ignorant are to be tauffht, with mildness and affection, 
the lessons of virtue and wisdom. These are the offices 
of the pitjring bosom ; and this is the character of the 
Christian and the Mason, L «., to be regardless of our 
own pleasures, that we may soothe the sorrows of our 
afflicted brother. 

Methinks some, who expected, from a masonic sermon, 
something more curious and novel, will be ready to say, 
I am preaching nothing more than the old sentiments of 
the Gospel, which, from this place, is daily sounded in 
your ears ; my friends, I yield to the truth of the obser- 
vation; nor will I receive that observation as any 
reproof: for I am sure I may assert, with the consent of 
all my brethren, that a portion of masonic secrecy is 
Christian virtue, and the precepts of the Gospel are uni- 
versally the principles of Masonry.^* 

Hence, turning again to the brotherhood, and enforo* 
ing my admonition, I say to you, ^^Lave cu brethren f** 

both as a moral and a reli^ons fiBeling. We imitate the example in the 
text as ikr as human infinnity will permit, and lament that we are obliged* 
to M short of it. 

» From this passaffe alone we may gather the sentiments of oar pious 
brother respectmg the real tendency of the Order. It is tme, that at 
the period when the above sermon was preached, a chaVse was londly 
r&«cnoed through the land that Masonry was a system of deism. But 
wlutt were the feelings of our best and wisest brethren when this un- 
founded accusation was first publicly urged ? Each worthy brother took 
up his pen in defence of an Order he revered, eacer to repd a charge 
involving our reputation as individuals, and our dearest interests as a 
public body. One says, that ''the society of Freemasons model their' 
ceremonies upon this foundation, that there is but one God, who must be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth." Another asserts, that '' Freemasonry 
is an Onler whose institutions arise on the most solemn and sacred prin- 
ciples of religion." A third says, still more explicitly, " the knowled^ 
oithe God of nature forms the /fr^t estate of our profession ; the worship 
of the Deity under the Jewish law is described in the seccnd st/ep of 
Masonry; and the Christian dispensation is distinguished in the ladvbd 
highest order." 

9 
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be pitiful ; seek the cottage of affliction, where misery 
reigns with her iron rod ; lay the arm of masonic affec- 
tion, which is the very arm of Christian love, beneath 
the neck of thine afflicted brother. Whilst he lives, sup- 
port his drooping head, and cheer his afflicted heart; 
cover him with the garments of kindness and of friend- 
ship ; administer to him the cordial cup of brotherly 
affection; and however great or small may be thy 
ability, always remember that a cup of wine, or even a 
drop of water, either riven in the name, and with the 
heart of a brother, shall in no wise be forgotten. If he 
dies in the affliction, comfort him with kind admonitions, 
and close his eyes with the last offices of fraternal love ; 
but let not this love cease to act in thy brother's behalf, 
because his spirit is departed, and his person no more an 
object of necessity. No ! cease not the exercise of this 
di\nne affection; for, perhaps, in thus dying, thy poor 
brother leaves to your care and kindness the mourning 
widow, or the helpless orphan." 

And here, indeed, is still more ample room for the exer- 
cise of masonic and of Christian philanthropy, than thou 
couldest possiblv exercise in the life of thy brother. Tes, 
the widow has lost her partner, her support ; and what 
is still, if possible, a keener wound to the human bosom, 
perhaps, a family of helpless orphans have lost a tender, 
an afllectionate father.^' Their wants, both of food, of 

*^ Freemasonry has ftinds and inBtitutions by which relief is afforded in 
aH these cases. It has a fund of benevolence, for instance, which cannot 
be infringed on for an^ other parpose, but is strictly and solely devoted 
to charity. The distnbation of this fond takes place once in every 
month, generally on the last Wednesday, on which the board meet tat 
that purpose. The president is strictly boand to enforce all the regula- 
tions of the craft respecting the distribution of this fund, and must be 
perfectly satisfied, before he allows any petition to be read, that all the 
required formalities have been complied with. To preserve the strictest 
impartiality, three gprand officers are to be specially summoned for each 
meeting, by the Orand Master himself, who are to act as the Master and 
Wardens of this lodge ; and if either should be absent, the brother senior 
in rank, then present, is to supply his place. There can be no canvass- 
ing of the members, and each case ought to be determined, by the purity 
ofmasonic flaeling, on its merits alone. 

^ These are losses which are calculated to produce a grief which it 
would appear morally impossible to allay. ISut Masonry and r^igion 
are proviaed with a remray which will soothe their wounded spirits by 
the mfluenoe of peace, holiness, and the judicious application of sympathy 
aadraUet 
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clothing, and of education, are unprovided for; and thej 
are exposed, not only, perhaps, to the poverties of the 
world, but to its vile temptations. 

Still further, for perhaps, also, amongst them an help- 
less female orphan is left destitute of a father's arm, and 
of a father's heart. ! brotherly love, here exert thy 
power ! here, I beseech Thee, thou God of mercy, let 
brotherly love shower down, hover over, with all its 
sacred influence, and infuse into the hearts of all, to exert 
every endeavour to enlarge the benevolent purposes of 
that charity, which is an asylum for the unprovided 
female orphans of the departed or the distressed orethren 
of the masonic union. 

To you, my brethren (for I cannot forfeit this opportu- 
nity of recommending it, when meeting so many leaders 
of masonic societies) — ^to you, my brethren, I would 
recommend this invaluable charity with peculiar zeal ; 
and though, perhaps, none of us may now stand in need, 
yet, surely, we know not how many of us may, some 
time or other, be glad of such an asylum for a oelovf d 
child of our own." 

If, then, a God of Providence has, in any degree, put 
it into our power, let us exercise that power, at every 
opportunity, in the support of such a benevolent design ; 
for, methinks, if, with the whole of this benevolent chari- 
ty (I mean of the Cumberland School), but one female 
orphan should be saved from the pit of vice and prostitu- 
tion, that one salvation is worth the whole chanty of all 



'* In reference to the above cases, it may not be nnlnteresting to give 
the following brief account of the masonic charity for clothing and edu- 
cating the sons of poor and distressed Masons, established in the year 
1798, and placed under the sanction of his Grace the Duke of Athoi, ▲. 
D. 1801. The United Mariners' Lodge, No. 23, observing with concern 
the distressed circumstances of several of their brethren, am the exposed 
situation of their children ; and viewing with pleasure the daily progress 
making in the Freemasons' Charity in St Gheorge's Fields for F&nalt 
Ohildiien, induced them, at a meeting holden on the 3rd day of July» 
1798, to consider of means for establiuiing a masonic charity for clothing 
and educating the sons of indigent Freemasons ; and for that purpose 
thcn^ immediately opened a subscription, which, at their second meeting, 
haa increased so much beyond their most sanguine expectations, that 
they were enabled to admit six children to the b^efit of tne charity. The 
fimd subsequently increased to a very large amount ; and a great num- 
ber of persons, who are now meritorious members of society, received 
their education at this school. 
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the world. Love bjr brethren ; be pitifal ;* pity the heljh 
leasness of infancy, but especially the heiplessnesa of 
female infancy ; for, my friends, it is an universal expe> 
rience, in some decree, that, from these trained up in 
yirtue, we cannot fully estimate what we enjoy. Female 
virtue is the very source of family honour, family wealth, 
family virtue : from the contrary, too often we endure 
\he contrary ; namely, family disgrace, family povertv, 
amily vice. Ten thousand are the arguments we could 
easily produce in support of the excellency of this chari- 
t^f^ but, methinks, Solomon, that great experiencer 
i^nd that great discriminator of female worth, gives us 
one which will answer the whole — " The price of a vir- 
tuous woman," says he, " is above that of rubies/'" May 
1^1 of our sex, who experience and enjoy this valuable 
possession (I doubt not but my address here is universal), 
properly estimate its real value ; and from that estima- 
tion exert all our power for its increase, its protection, 
ito security. 

We now come to the second observation of brotherly 

^ The spirit of benevolenoe was nerer more univeraallj or more effica- 
dfmiy exerted Uwm at present ; provision for the aged, the poor, and the 
infirm, being abundantly fonnd amongst the Masons of every country in 
iJie world ; and Freemasonry has now reason to boast of every excellenoe 
tbAt the practice of moral and social virtue can confer. 

*^ To the benevolent exertions of the Chevalier Bartholomew Bnqiini, 
the fraternity are indebted for this establishment Under the patrooagjs 
(Kf her Royal Highness the Duchess of Oumbo'land, the school was origin- 
ally formed, and by her fostering hand it flourished abundantly, owing to 
her strenuous exertions in its behalf, not only amongst the members of 
the roval family, but also the nobility and gen^ of botb sexes. On the 
Ist of January, 1789, fifteen children were admitted into a house, pro- 
vided for that purpose at Somer's Town, St. Pancras. A magnificent 
building was subsequently erected in St George's Fields for the accom- 
modation of the children ; and it is now in full and beneficial operation, 
ajid nobly supported by the donations of the wise and good. 

^ There is a fervour, says a popular preacher of the <ky, in the soil of 
tllB female heart, which never misses aending up what it receives, be the 
culture ever so scanty ; when abundant, the return is invariably glorious. 
We have numberless examples of women in the holy writings, and in 
every period of Christianity, that fill us with astonishment atttie sacred 
sublimity &nd heroism of their characters ; and the history of the paflsn 
world, particularlv the austere and virtuous days of the Grecian and Bo- 
man commonwealths, afford likewise the most illustrious proofe that tiie 
sex, when properly directed, can be more than the rival of man in every 
action, ana every sacrifice that goes to dignify and enlt the ' 
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love, in its active operation ; and, as I naturally suppose, 
from the time that I have detained vou, it will not b^ 
unpleasant to say, it is the last I shall deduce from our 
text, namely, the formation of our manners from Ihat 
plain admonition — ^* be courteous/* I must here premisb 
(and I hope the premisal will not be offensive to any^ one, 
and especiallv when I assure you that I have no mteo^ 
tion of offending any one) ; I must here premise that I 
am a friend, not to equality in its present fashionable, and, 
I may truly say, destructive construction, however hard 
I mav have laboured to convince you, that the whole 
world are brethren : no, but I am a friend to due subor- 
dination; and, as a friend to due subordination, with my 
text, I must now also be an advocate for it : due subor- 
dination, then, I must observe, is the life, it is the soul, 
it is the whole felicity of all society, and without it all 
society falls — ^peace is war, order is confusion.* , Let God 
lay aside his superintending power, and nature, that mo- 
ment, becomes again an undigested chaos ; take the reins 
of government from the wise, the tender, the judicious 
hands which now ^uide them, and my life for yours, if 
your nation, like its neighbouring kingdom, does not 
immediately become a scene of anarchy, of confusion, and 
of every evil work-** 

<* Our transatlantic brethiea teach, that it is the duty of tke MastMr 
of a lodge to preserve amongst its members a strict attention to mortd 
deportment, ana to mark and instantly correct the slightest deviation 
fr^ the rules of propriety and ^ood conduct ; the Square is appropri- 
ately conferred upon him as the distinctive iewel of his ofiSce. Masons 
are said to part on the square, because When they have met together 
tiieir conduct should be such, that when they i>art, no unkind expression, 
or unfriendly action, shall have deranged the nice adjustment of the feel- 

X which alone unite them in a oand of brothers; an a^ustmei^ 
I can only be preserved by a constant application of the souare of 
morality. See this more particularly explainea in Dr. Mack^'s Lexicon 
of Freemasonry, under the word •* Square." 

** *' The most proper way we can take to avert impendmg judgments," 
said a pious writer of the period, '< to preserve and maintain our valuabls 
privileges, and promote tne public welfare and happiness, is not to ex- 
press a clamorous zeal for hberty, at the same time that we abuse it to 
an unrestrained licentiousness, than which nothing can have a greater 
tendency, both through the righteous judgment of God, and in the nature 
of the thing, to deprive us of our liberties ; but it is to endeavour to make 
a just and wise improvement of our advantages, to maintain a strict re- 
gard to reli^on, probity, and puritv of manners, and to guard against 
vice, Hbertimsm, protoeneas, and aebauchery. This, and this alone^ 
will preserve us a nee, a flourishing, and a happy people." (Lelaad. Ddsm, 
voLfi.,p.463.) 
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Daily experience, my frieDds, too fatally proves (if we 
have any of the eye of wisdom, or the ear of understand- 
ing,) daily experience proves, that in every state, in every 
community, in every society, where the courtesy of our 
text prevails not, those states, those communities, and 
those societies, change all order for disorder, all beauty 
£>r deformity, all regularity for confusion, and all felici- 
ty for accumulated distress, and unavoidable misery.^ 
Art thou in power then ? the courtesy of our text advises 
—exercise that power with steadiness and zeal, modera- 
tion and temperance, kindness and complacency. To be 
masonic in ray language, and also political in my meaning, 
let the Master, the Wardens, and the Stewards so preside 
in the lodge, that on the one hand rebellion may never 
be excited by the exercise of tyranny, nor licentiousness 
ever have birth, from the want of due authority, or 
through the exercise of j^usillanimous lenity ; always re- 
membering, that authority may be very mild, yet very 
steadfast. It should be very lenient, yet never timid; 
proper authority really is, and always should be, at once 
a sceptre of peace and security to the good and the obe- 
dient; and a rod of righteous correction to the wanton 
and rebellious.^ 

To the brethren of low degree, the courtesy of our 
text advises also, both masonically and politically, sub- 
mission to rule and order, perseverance m the paths of 
duty, contentment in our station, humility and compla- 
cency of behaviour to all in a superior situation ; with the 

** The observation will apply e<]|aally to Freemasonry ; and practical- 
ly accoants for that argument, derived from the miscondact of some of its 
members, which its enemies adduce as a stigma on the Order. 

*> To keep the lodge pure, and to preserve its harmony unimpaired, it 
has been thought necessary by our rulers to establish a code of pnnisb- 
ments for insulwrdination, which consist of admonition, fine, and, in ex- 
treme casbtf, expulsion. In 1845 a question was mooted in the United 
States, whether a chapter is competent to try its presiding officer tat 
crimes alleged against nim ; and it was detenmned by the general Grand 
Chapter in the negative. It was then asked, whether a lodge of Master 
Masons can arraign and try any member at a called meeting, the whole 
matter being commenced and ended at the same meeting ? It was re- 
solved, that the charges against a delinquent brother should always be 
preferred at a rc^ar meeting of the lodge or chapter ; and that they 
may be investigated, and final action had on them at a special or called 
meeting, if sufficient time be allowed for the accused to prepare his de- 
fence. And a series of regulations were made by the Grand Lod^e of 
' MaBsaohusettB, which have been published for the infonnatioii of tfas 
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exercise and encouragement of a laudable ambition, to 
rise to superiority by the regular steps of a diligent per* 
severance in duty ; learning to govern, by submitting to 
obey. Finally, "Love as brethren," "be pitiful," "be 
courteous ;" it is the morality of the man, it is the righte- 
ousness of the Christian, it is the ornamental jewel of 
the Mason ; and will hereafter, next to the merits of the 
Redeemer, be the eternal glory of the glorified saint. 

PRAYEB. 

Gracious and merciful God, who art in Thyself the 
only source of all thy own eternal perfection and ever- 
lasting felicity, and from whom alone can possibly proceed 
any of the perfections or felicity of thy creatures ; mani- 
fest Thyself unto us that are now in thy presence, and 
give to us a portion of thy perfect happy nature ; take 
away from us all that degeneracy of spirit, by which our 
souls are so basely contaminated. Let thy good spirit be 
our guide, our comforter, and our purifier, from all the 
dross and corruption of our first fall, and from all those 
evil habits and dispositions which we have collected by 
our intercourse with the world, and from the evil instiga- 
tions of our great adversary the prince of the power of 
the air. Work thy work of grace and mercy effectually 
upon every heart, and renew in our every affection all thy 
lovely likeness, through the perfection of which Thou 
only couldst pronounce thy creation very ffood. Give as 
the true spirit of piety and devotion in all thy holy ser- 
vices ; and while thus waiting; at the footstool of thy di« 
vine mercy, mav all thy gooa and infinitely pure nature, 
so brood over all the powers and faculties of our immor- 
tal spirits, that we may arise up in all thy glorious image 
of goodness, and purity, and truth. Fill our hearts with 
every humane and Christian affection, that, in imitation 
of our great Master — ^the Redeemer of our lost and per- 
ishing world — we may be ready, according to our ability, 
to do good. May we love all mankind sincerely ; may 
we love each other fervently ; may we be always ready 
to forgive and receive our enemies; may we always cher- 
ish and be faithful to our friends : may the wicked excite 
our pity, and have a share in the earnest petitions of our 
most zealous devotions ; may the good and the pious stir 
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xjip in ou^r minds the laudable ambition of diligent imita- 
tion ; and may our chief delight be most firmly affixed to 
the most ei^cellent of the earth ; may we be ready to 
^istruct the i^orant, and administer the cordial of com- 
jfort to the sick and the afflicted ; may we have hearts 
fdways ready to divide our garment witn the naked, our 
inorsel with the poor, and our strength to the weak, the 
orphan, and the defenceless. Gracious Father, impress 
upon our minds the serious and important truths which 
iby word, though very weakly delivered, has this morn- 
ing described as our duty, both as Christians and Ma- 
pons: that, cemented together in the true bonds of 
Christian piety, and masonic philanthropy, we may all 
indeed, and in truth, Love as hreikren; we beg it for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen and Amm. 



SERMON VII. 

ON THE DEDICATION OP MABONIO EDIFIOES.* 

FBSAOHBD AT ORATS, ESSEX, AUGUST 7, 1797, ON THE 
OONSBGRATION AND CONSTITUTION OF THE PBBSTONIAN 
LODOB OF FRIENDSHIP 

**Behold/ I bwld aniumetothe Name of tke L&rd my CM, to dedi- 
eaU it to him,'* 

2 Chron. n. 4. 

The Royal Art of Masonry, we have no donbt, derives 
its antiquity from the building of the heavens and the 
earth ; and we have as little doubt that the First Grand 
Architect was the builder of the universe. To this first 
pattern, therefore, all imitation must, we are very certain, 
for ever fall infinitely short in every excellency, either 
in beauty, utility, or grandeur ; hence, as all succeeding 
Masons must inevitably fail in their imitation of the 
works of the First, we may easily conclude, that the 
greatest excellency which the labours of any Mason, or 
body of Masons, can possibly possess, must be, that their 
buildiiu;s are dulv and properly dedicated to Him, who 
is the first ; and tnat no Mason, or Masons, however wise 
and ingenious, however skilful and diligent, can enjoy 
any re^ consolation or comfort in their reflection upon 
their labours, any fiirther than those labours are piously 
dedicated to Him who is this first and inimitable archi- 
tect.' 

'The Mowing is tlie muam by whidh a new lodge wm oonstitated 
at that jperiod, sad it is founded on the ancient nsages of tbe craft : — 
Biivt, t&e lodge is dnly formed, and after an appropriate pnjer, an ode 
in honoar of Masonry was song. The Secraiary then infarmed the 
Oraad Master that the brethren present were desirons of being fonned 
tela a OMT ledge. Tte psftittoii, & tfi^wssilkm, and the warraat ipm 
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To this incoatrovertible propoaition, with wbich I 
have introduced my present discourse to your attention, 
the numerous examples which might be brought to ren- 
der it still more undeniable, would take up more of your 
time than the business of the day, or inaeed the nature 
of our present exercise, will properly admit of; I shall 
therefore content myself with bringing only one, that, 
however, being one of the greatest, may easily be ad- 
mitted to answer the purpose of numbers. 

It is this: Solomon, King of Israel, was the astonish- 
ment of the world, both in the wisdom of his mind, to 
contrive, and in the riches of his fortune, to accomplish 
all that which he ever laid his heart and his hand to exe- 
cute.' As a Mason, both sentimental and operative, con- 
trivinff, planning, and building, we find, from many his- 
torical anecdotes concerning him, were some of the 
Erincipal and most pleasing exercises of those hours of 
is life, which he haa to spare from his high and arduous 
office, of king over Qod*s favourite people. In his own 
writings, we are told, that he built himself houses, plan- 
ned himself gardens, planted himself orchards, and made 
him fish-ponds ; and all these, we have no reason but to 
suppose, contributed very much to his amusement, his 
comfort, his advantage, and, above all, to his high repu- 
tation amongst mankind.' But at length, my friends, 

then read, as well as the entire minntes of the lodge, while acting nnder 
a dispensation ; and being approved, they were formallj declared regular 
and valid, and signed by die Provincial Grand Master. He then eo- 
quired, whether the officers named in the warrant were approved by the 
brethren of the lodge, which being answered in the affirmative, the ora- 
tion was pronounced. The lodge was then consecrated according to the 
nsnal ceremonies, and constituted in ancioit form by the Provincial 
Grand Master. 

* The history of Solomon is replete with interest to the fraternity. He 
was the son of David and Batnsheba, and was born in the year of the 
world 2871. Of him it had been nrophesied to his father, *< Behold a . 
son shall be born to thee, who shaU be a man of rest ; and I will give 
him rest from all his enemies round about ; for his name shall be Solomon, 
and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his day. He shall 
build a house for my name, he shall be my son, aod I will be his fother ; 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever." (1 
Ghron., zxii. 9, 10.) And when the temple was built, it was dedwed to 
be tlie greatest work the world ever knew for riches and fflory. 

'After the temple was completed, Solomon empl<ml toe nratemity in 
carrying on other workjk He built two palaces at Jerusalem for himsdf 
and his queen ; a stately hall of judicature, witli an ivory throne aod 
golden lions; a royal exchange, made by fiUii^ up the great gvlfbefcwwn 



THB DEDICATION OP MASONIC EDIFICB8. 131 

attar many years thu&^IaboriouBly contriving, planning, 
and building, when he draws near the conclusion of hu 
life, and begins seriously to reflect upon what was past, 
and, no doubt, also, upon what was to come, there was 
scarce a comfort he had possessed, a pleasure he had en- 
joyed, or a labour he had contrived or executed,^ however 
useful, ffrand, or beautiful, which, when recounted and 
reflected upon, he did not fully mark and distinguish with 
the epithet of vatiityfi 

Tes ! my friends, in the summing up of the life of Solo- 
mon, with all his riches, his grandeur, and his great 
performances of wisdom, ingenuity, and perseverance, 
there was but one of his works, upon which he had 
spent his inexhaustible riches, upon which he had exer- 
cised his unparalleled wisdom, and exerted all his powei' 

mount Moriah and mount Zion with strong arches, open which many 
bcwitifQl piazzas were erected, with lofty colonnading on each side, and 
between the columns a spacious walk from 2iion to the temple. He 
ercMsted the house of the forest of Lebanon, built upon four rows of cedar 
pillars ; a summer-house to retire from the heat of business, with a watdi 
tower that looked to the road to Damascus. 

* In addition to the above magnificent erections he employed the craft 
in the construction of many other works. He built several cities on the 
rood from Jerusalem to Lebanon ; many storehouses west of the Jordan, 
and store cities east of that river, wdl fortified ; and particularly the city 
of Tadmor, which was afterwards called by the Ore^ Palmyra, wiUi a 
splendid palace in it, the magnificent rains of which remain to the present 
day. 

* Before he died, however, Solomon composed his penitential son^, the 
Ecclesiastes, and fixed the true motto on all earthly glorv, viz. : <* vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity without the fear of Gk)d, and the keeping of his 
commandments, which is the whole duty of man." 

* The wisdom of Solomon f^r exceeded that of any other man ; for it was 
derived from Qod. At the very banning of his reign, having presented 
a thousand bumt-oflerings to the Lord at Gibeon, (Jod appeared to him 
m a dream, and said : " Ask of me what you desire." Solomon besought 
to have a wise and understanding heart, and such other qualities as were 
necessary for the government of the people committed to his charge. 
This was a pleasing request, and it was umnediately granted. He ei^jo^ 
a profound peace tiuroughout his dominions. Judah and Israel lived in 
security, and his neighbK>urB either paid him tribute, or were his allies. 
He ruled over all the countries and kingdoms of the Euphrates to the Nile, 
and his dominions extended beyond those rivers. ELe exceeded all the 
men of the East in wisdom and prudence ; he was the wisest of mankind, 
and his reputation spread through all nations. He composed or collected 
three thousand proverbs, and one thousand and five canticles. He was 
acquainted with the nature of plants and trees, from the cedar of Lebanon 
to the hyssop on the wall ; also of beasts, birds, reptiles, and fishes. There 
was a cooeoorse of strangers frtm all ooontrki to hear Ins wisdom ; and 
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— ^there was but one of all his labours, upon whick he 
did not write vanity and vexation of spint Curiosity, 
methinks, naturally enquires, which of all his labours it 
is that is thus honourably distinguished ? I answer, it 
was the house which he had built to the name of the 
Lord his God, and dedicated unto him. Here he failed 
not in the dying reflections upon his masonic labours, to 
enjoy the fruits both of his wisdom and skill, bis riches 
and power. In all his other labours, whether for his 
people's good, or his own pleasure and comfort, there 
was vanity and vexation of spirit ; but in this labour, in 
the building of the house, which he had built and dedi- 
cated to Goa, there was no remorse, no bitter reflection. 
Piety, not pride or lasciviousness, contrived the plan ; 
devotion, not vanity or self-conceit, laid the foundation- 
stone ; religion, not ostentation, raised the top-stone, with 
the sincere exultations of conscious good intentions. Con- 
sequently, when in his last, which are too often our 
wisest moments, he wrote vanity and vexation of spirit 
upon all the actions and exertions of his past life ; the 
building of the house of God is not enumerated amongst 
themJ Hence, then, my friends, from this introduce 
tion, you will readily judge we mean to draw the applica- 
tion of our text suitable to the religious improvement 
of our present masonic meeting. 

In the history of Solomon, we find from many cir- 
cumstances of his life, that as a mason he was perhaps 
one of the most scientific, and one of the most laborious 
that ever belonged to the royal craft. Now in both 
these characteristics, I should be very sorry not to set 
him forth with the greatest zeal, as in all points worthy 

ambsBBBdoiB from the most remote princes. He made gM and sflver as 
common In Jerusalem as stones in the street ; and eeAan as plentifiil as 
sycamores in the valley. See Taylor's Cahnet in loc. 

^Nor coold it be, for he was specially raised np by the Great Architect 
of the UniTerae for the work. *' The word of God came to Nathan saying, 
'Go and tell David, my servant, thns saith the Lord, thou shalt not bvm 
me an house to dwell in. Bat it shall come to pass, when thy days be ez- 
pured, that thoa must ff o to be with thy fiithers, that I will raise np thy 
seed after thee, wMch sbdl be of thy sons ; and I wiU stablish his kin^om. 
He shaU build me an hoiue, and I ivUl ttMish his throne for ever. 1 will 
be his &thar, and he shall be my son ; and I will not take my mercy away 
from him, as I took it from him that was before thee. Bat I wm asttfe 
him in mme hoose^ and in my kingdom for ever.' 'Wl Ohron. x^ 3, 4, 
11, 12, IS, 14.) 
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of your imitatioD also. For to use every means to in- 
crease our knowledge, and to exercise our diligence, is 
highly praiseworthy in every individual, both as men, as 
Christians, and Masons. But if in these things I would 
at all times gladly exhibit Solomon as your pattern, 
yet I would also with equal zeal exhibit him as a cau- 
tion.' And I am sure, if his spirit mixes with ours, as 
a witness of our present engagement, I shall not offend 
him by so doing ; I would then, I say, exhibit him as a 
caution. Namely, that instead of having but one labouTt 
to which, in your d]ing moments, you cannot ascribe 
aught but vanity and vexation of spirit, there may not 
be even one to which you can really affix that unplear 
sant epithet. But that, whatever you plan, whatever 
you contrive, or whatever you build, you may do it with 
the intent of dedicating it to God, and also may per- 
form it worthv of that same pious intention. 

But we will return to the application of our subject, 
Solomon built an house to the name of the Lord his God, 
to dedicate it to him — ^here is a good intention. After- 
wards we find this house really dedicated unto his God — 
here, then, was a good intention piously and faithfully 
put into practice. Now' to describe this building in the 
wisdom and strength of its foundation,^ and to exhibit 
its elevation as a Mason, scientifically to your view, is a 
task from which I feel myself readily excused upon these 
two following ideas :^^ 

'And m this respect a caution is absolutely necessary ; for onr Grand 
Master Solomon, so wise, and so distinfoished b^ the favour of God, 
exhibited the imperfection of our nature by entertaining strange women, 
who seduced him from his allegiance, and turned him to idoUtry. But 
even here his love of architecture was displayed ; for he built some curious 
temples to thsfalse gods of his concubines Chemocdi, Moloch,aiid Aflhtorcth. 

' One great property of this temple, and which caused it to be admired 
by foreign architects, was the immense blocks of stone, of which it was 
oomposM. These remained even in the temple of Herod ; and it was 
when they were pointed out to the Saviour of mankind that he said, " the 
stone wmch the builders refused, the same is become the head of the 
comer. Whosoever shall &11 upon that stone shall be broken ; but <m 
whomsoever it shall M, it will grind him to powder." 

^^ Anderson describes it as in compass 7720 feet, and composed of the 
best materials that the earth could produce, so that no structure was ever 
like it for exactly proportioned and beautiful dimensions, from the mag^ 
nificent j^ortico on the east, to the glorious sanctum sanctorum on the 
west ; with numerous apartments, pleasant and convenient chambers and 
lodgings for the king and princes, the sanhedrim, the priests, and Lavites; 
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First, from my own inability to perform such a task 
with any degree of credit to myself, in an assembly of 
scientific and laborious Masons, like this, in which, even 
with one glance of my eye, I can see so many whose 
skill and understanding, in every branch of the royal art, 
is as much superior to my own, as that of Solomon's was 
to one of the youngest of his apprenticed Masons. And 
I doubt not, but at a fit opportunity, before this very 
pleasing assembly breaks up, I doubt not but that this 
same superiority of skill, which I have just hinted at, 
will be fully proved ; for, my friends, this is intended 
to be a day for the distribution of masonic wisdom, and 
such has been the specimen already exhibited of the 
really pure scientific wisdom of our present Provincial 
Grand Master,^^ that none who hunger and thirst after 
the true and the best part of masonic knowledge, need 
leave us at this time, without a full satisfaction of his 
most enlarged desires. 

A second idea upon which I feel myself excused from 
this task, is the nature of my office, namely, that of being 
only an humble assistant, peculiarly engaged, not in the 
building, but in the work of dedication unto God. In- 
stead, therefore, of labouring at what others are more 
able to perform, and what indeed is more peculiarly their 
duty, t. a. in the description of the building, I shall only 
take up a short portion of your time, in just mentioning 
a few circumstances, which I am sure must be attendant 
in the raising any building, intended to be dedicated unto 

having an ont^ court for the use of the Gtentiks ; it being a honse of 
prayer for all nations, and capable of receiving in all its courts and apartr 
ments three hundred thousand souls. It was adorned with 1453 columns 
of Parian marble twisted, or sculptured, or fluted, with twice as many 
pilasters, both having exquisite capitals or chapit^ of several diflbrent 
noble orders, and ab^ut 2246 windows, besides the curious pavement ; 
and it was lined with massive gold, and set with innumerable diamonds 
and other precious stones, in many beautiful and harmonious patterns ; so 
that its prospect exceeded evervthing that we are now capable of imagin- 
ing, and nas oeen ever esteemed the finest piece of masonry upon ea?th, 
and the chief of th& seven wonders of art since the general nugration from 
Shinar. 

^ In order to avoid irregularities, every new lodge should be solemnly 
constituted by the Provincial Grand Master and Wardens, assisted by a 
Master of some lodge within the province. If neither the Provincial 
Grand A£aster nor his Deputy be present, any other grand offioer, or 
Master of a Lodge, may be authorized to perform the ceremony. 
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Gody and then proceed more fully in the consideration of 
its pious and sacred dedication. 

First, then, I would observe, that the superior ofScers 
who bore rule in the management of this srand struc- 
ture, must have been men of liberal minds, of great 
skill and science, and of steady persevering spirits, both 
in the exercise of their wisdom to plan and direct, and in 
the exercise of their authority, to maintain amongst the 
inferior orders at once a due subordination, and a cheer- 
ful readiness in the performance of their labour.^^ Hence 
from this observation we naturally gather, that a Master 
Mason, whether of a lodge, a province, or a nation, if the 
work is to prosper, should daily endeavour to increase his 
wisdom, lest his inferiors should seek opportunity to des- 
pise his authority as a novice. He should cultivate the 
most extensive liberality of mind and sentiment,^ lest his 
inferiors should find occasion to despise his authority as a 
churl or a tyrant ; for in all our experience amongst man- 
kind, we easily find that it requires out little spirit or little 
inclination to despise a Nabal, or to fiy from an Egyptian 
task-master. He should also be steady, strenuous, and 
persevering in the exercise of his autlwrity, for wavering, 
inconsistency, and pusillanimity, soon let loose the reins 
of authority. And amongst the tveakest, there is always 
a sufficient readiness of exertion to grasp at every degree 
of relaxed power, and take in their own fingers the reins 
of government from the hand that guides them unsteadily. 
That the right worshipful superior^^ of this present mar 
sonic meeting, should be at all inclined to think that this 
cautionary observation, which I have now made respecting 

" Theae qaalities were STmbolized by their moveable jewels ; for in- 
staDce, the plumb is an instrament made use of by operative Masotis to 
raise perpendicaJars ; the levd to lay horizontals, and the square to 
square the work. Bat, as Free and Accepted Masons, we are taught to 
convert theae instruments to a more noble and glorious purpose. The 
plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations before 
God and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and remember- 
ing that we are traveUing, upon the level of time, to that undiscovered 
country from whose bourne no traveller returns. 

^ His symbol is the pillar of wisdom, and is represented by the lonio 
column, which combines the strength without the massiveness of the 
Doric, with the grace without the exuberance of ornament of the Oorin- 
thlan ; and because it is the duty of the Worshipful Master to super* 
intend, instruct, and enl^hten the craft by his superior wisdom. 

*• G. Downing, Esq., r. G. M. for the county of Essex. 



1S6 nuMON TO. 

masonic ralen in axxj masonic labour bears any reference 
to him, is, I hope, httle to be feared ; indeed, I fear not 
to observe in the midst of all this assembly, that sach a 
specimen of his wisdom and science, of his liberality of 
mind and sentiment, of Us steadiness and perseverance, 
has been already exhibited in the important and laborious 
business of this day, that were my whole sermon to be a 
sermon of reproof, no one person could possibly imagine 
that one single glance of rej^oof could by any means 
attach itself to him. 

Once more, in the building of this grand structure- 
Solomon's temple — ^I doubt not, that amongst the opera- 
tive of every description, whether Master Masons, Fellow- 
crafts, Entered Apprentices, or other labourers of every 
kind, there was a strong emulative propensity, to excel 
each other in skill, in diligence, in order, and in regu- 
larity.^^ The lodges, where the plans of the different 
works were exhibited, and where the different orders for 
the performance of these different works were given, 
were, we have no reason to doubt, well and duly at- 
tended." The hours for labour were diligently devoted 

" This dis^ition was carried to perfection by the union of the true 
and the sporioaa Freemasonry, which was cemented by the alliance of 
Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre. " This alliance was of mntoal ad- 
yantaffe to both. Tyre possessed but a narrow strip of maritime terri- 
tory, the produce of which, if sedulously cultivated, would have been very 
inadequate to the supply of its teeming population and numerous fleets. 
But, besides this, the absorbing devotion of the Phoenicians to conunerce 
and the arts, rendered them averse to the slow pursuits of agriculture, 
the products of which they could so much more easily obtain by ex- 
change against the products of their foreign traffic and their skill. To 
them, therefore, it was a most invaluable circumstance, that bddind them 
lav a country, in the hands of a people who had none of the advantages 
which were so much prized bv themselves, but who had abundance of 
com, wine, oil, and cattle, to barter for them. An alliance, cemented 
by such reciprocal benefits, and undisturbed by territorial designs or 
J^ousies, was likely to be permanent ; and we know that it tended 
much to advance the Hebrews in the arts which belong to civilized life, 
and to promote the external splendour of the reigns of David and Solo- 
mon. Hiram supplied the architects and mechanics with timber from 
the forest of Lebanon, and stone from the quarries of Tyte, with which 
the temple was built ; and Jerusalem rendered a comdy metropolis." 
(Kitto*s Palestine, p. 476.) 

''The ancient charges of the Order describe a Lodge as a place where 
Freemasons assemble to work, and to instruct and improve themselves in 
the mysteries of theur ancient science. In an extenaed sense it applies 
to persons as well as to place ; hence every r^ular assembly, or duly 
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to all their intended purposes, and upon these hours of 
labour the times of refreshment or regalia never, I pr^ 
sume, improperly encroached ; nor were those necessary 
hours of refreshment or regalia, when they arrived, dis«- 
orderly, riotously, luxuriously, or wantonly abused or 
misspent. No ! a house like that which this Grand Mas* 
ter of Masons, King Solomon, under the strict rules of 
masonic order, built with an intent to dedicate unto God, 
the Grand Architect of the Universe, must, I am well 
persuaded, have been raised under the inspection of offi- 
cers, and with the contrivance and labour of men univer* 
sally skilful in invention, wise in planning, curious in 
working, and orderly and regular in the performance of 
all their respective labours.^^ And though no expense was 
spared to raise that grand structure in the greatest 
strength, the sublimest wisdom, the most extensive 
utility, and the most perfect beauty; yet Solomon's richest 
rich as he was, afforded no profusion to indulge the idle, 
to pamper the luxurious, to pay the unskilful, or encour- 
age the disorderly.^* No ! the Masons of every order of 

organized meetiDg of Masons, is called a Lodge. Every brother ooffht to 
belong to some Lodge, and be subject to its by-laws, and the generafregn* 
lations of the craft. A Lodge may be either general or particular, as 
will be best nnderatood by attending it, and there a knowledge of ths 
established usages and customs of the craft are alone to be acquired. 
From ancient times, no Master or Fellow could be absent from his Lodge, 
especially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a severe cen- 
sure, unless it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity 
hisdiered him. 

" And accordingly our traditions say, that the chief director of ths 
work, Hiram AbiC was by profession an architect, and a member of ths 
Dion^ian fraternity, which flourished abundantly in Tyre, the cit^ of 
his birth ; and that the union in his person of the Tyrian and Isroehtish 
races, together with the &vour of the Deitv, not only made him most 
expert in every kind of el^ant attainment, but also furnished the means 
of instructing others in the fine arts, so as to produce such a perfection 
as no other buOding ever attained to. 

" His fleet returned to Joppa every third year, laden with vast qnan* 
titles of gold and silver, elephants' teeth, and various sorts of scented 
wood and precious stones ; besides curious animals, and other unique 
products Of the countries which they had visited. This precious wood 
was used in making the balustrades of the temple, instruments of mnsiOt 
Ac., Ac. Boxes, tables, chairs, sofas, and other pieces of furniture, wero 
freauently made of ebony, inlaid, not only with eold and silver, but also 
with ivory, acacia, &c., which were veneered with thin layers, and oroa* 
mented with carved devices in still rarer wood, which were let into them 
in the richest patterns ; many specimens of which sttU exist on tilt 
Bgypttaa moDuments. 
10 



188 SBBMON yn. 

that day must have been wiaet active, diligent, sober, and 
orderly ; or in such a work, and for such an intention, he 
who dedicated would have lost the fame of a temple so 
gloriously celebrated, even to this day ; and He to whom 
It was to be dedicated, must,« from the purity of his 
nature, have refused to place there his Name or his 
glory « 

From this brief consideration of the workmen employ- 
ed in the building of this house, to be dedicated unto 
God, I next turn myself, as is more peculiarly the duty 
of my office, more fully to consider the nature of its 
dedication to the Great Architect of the Universe, the 
first author of Masonry, and the Grand Master of all true 
Masons. 

Now the first very conspicuous trait which I would 
notice in the conduct of Solomon, in this dedication of 
his temple to God, is the fulfilment of his father David's 

{>ious intention towards his God and religion. David's 
ife, though marked with many of the most beautiful 
traits of humanity, religion, and morality, <^ad yet been 
such a life of warfare, and consequently such a life of 
bloodshed, that though he had been taken from the sheep- 
fold, under the immediate direction of heaven, to sit 
upon the throne of Israel ; yet such are the mysteries of 
Providence, he was neither permitted to reach the throne, 
nor yet to enjoy it, without the continual exertion of 
that cruel evil, and that to such a degree, as even to ren- 
der him unfit, however anxious he was for it, for the pious 
work of building and dedicating a temple to his God.^ 

^° Solomon had laboarero of hi9 owd, bat was obliged to apply to the 
King of Tyre for the Ghiblim and Benai, who lent him his best artistB, 
under the command of Hiram Abiff, with whom Solomon was so pleased 
that he constitated him, in his absence, the Depaty Grand Master, and in 
his presence the Senior Grand Warden, or principal surveyor and master 
of the work. 

» His conquests in the neighbouring countries brought him sudi im- 
mense spoil, as, together with the pr^uce of the permanent tributes 
imposed on the conquered nations, enabled him not only to support all 
his expenses, but to fay by vast wealth towards the erection of the temple, 
which was to be built by his successor. For this great work, which for 
many years he had so much at heart, and which appears to have engaged 
a large portion of his thoughts, his preparations of every kind were so 
extensive, that he appears to us lully entitled to the chief share of what- 
ever glory the founder of that celebrated fabric may fairly claim. For 
pot only did he provide a great proportion of all kinds of materials^ with 
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And though human reason cannot fathom the depth of 
this mystery, or give all the reasons why the Almighty 
should thus decree David to the throne, and yet decree 
his accession through those means which should deprive 
him of this holy work, upon which he so piously set his 
heart ; yet so, we have no reason to doubt, it was wisely 
determined ; and that not David but Solomon, his sue- 
cessor, should have the honour of this glorious dedication ; 
and the piety of this his father's intention, Solomon 
very zealously, very punctually, and very religiously per- 
formed.*^ 

The application to this observation is so very plain, 
that he who runs may read it, it is this ; it is commend- 
able in all diligently to follow, and fitithfully to fulfil, all 
the pious intentions of their forefathers ; yes, my friends, 
and happy would it be for us individually, and honoura- 
ble would it be for Masonry in general, to nourish all 
those pious intentions, and to imitate all those pious ex- 
amples of our predecessors in Masonry, rather than to 
effect the too supercilious novelty of a new age, which 
seems very much inclined, in too many instances, both 
religious, political, and masonic, to supersede ancient 
realities with novel superficies. 

The Builder of the Universe, who is our first and best 
example, raised that wide expanded structure for the 
felicity of his creatures ; this is the true and original 
characteristic of the most ancient Masonry, and to go no 
farther into the intention of men who have been Masons, 
Solomon, the great human pattern of operative Masonry, 
built his temple,^ first, to dedicate it to the glory of 

vast qnantltaes of gold and siWer, bat he parchased and prepared the 
site, and famished Solomon with the plan of the bailding. See Kitto 
tif supraj p. 498. 

^ At that period of his life he p^ormed every other duty with the 
same piety, pnnotnality and zeal, which is one great reason why sach 
ezqoisite order was kept amongst the workmen at the bailding of the 
temple. His own affiurs were condacted with sach r^ffolarity and method, 
that they constituted an example and admonition to tBe rulers of the craft 
immediatelT under him ; and the beneficial influence thus quietly ezerdsed, 
extended throngh every grade, down to the Ish Sabbal, or the hewers of 
wood and drawers of wat^. 

" He was called a wise master builder. The title of Sophos^ or wise, 
was given to such as were skilful in manual arts, and therefore was 
applied to Hiram Abiff, the deputy, as well as to Solomon. Homer 
aecoanti saoh as excelled in curious arts to have been taught by Minerva, 
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Qod ; lecondly, to fulfil the pious intentions of bis father 
David ; and, thirdly, as we shall show in the sequel of 
our discourse, to ensure the kind favour of his God, for 
the felicity of all his people. Here, then, we find in the 
dedication of this house, built by Solomon to the name 
of God, and dedicated to him, the pious intentions of 
his ancestors strictly revered, piously regarded, and reli- 
ffiously fulfilled; the real happiness and felicity of his 
fellow-creatures endeavoured to be obtained and secured ; 
and in consequence of these, the glory of God ultimately 
the spur of labour, and the stimulus of success. 

From this definition of the raising and dedication of 
Solomon^s temple, by your permission, for I am a very 
]>lain workman, I would ask one question, and that par* 
ticularly to the rulers of the business of the present da^. 
My question is this — What is your aim and intention m 
the constitution of the Prestonian Lodge ? is it, first of 
all, the glory of God, in the uniting a society in the strict 
bands oi virtue, religion, and piety ? Is it, that you may 
the more strenuously follow, and fulfil the pious inten- 
tions of the first establishers of Masonry amongst men? 
and is it, in consequence of these two pious intentions, 
your sole pursuit and intention to propagate and ensure 
the real good and happiness, not only of your brethren, 
but as much as lieth in you, of all mankind? If so, in 
the name of God, as a Christian minister, and in the name 
of Solomon his servant, as an advocate for Masonry, I 
sincerely bid you God speed, in the constitution of your 
lodge, and will endeavour in the remainder of what I 
have to ofier upon the subject before us, to point out to 

Jrou, how, in the constitution and dedication of your 
odge, you may profitably imitate this pious dedication 
of Solomon's temple. 

First, I would observe, that the station of the lodge, 
i. e. that of standing due east and west, should not be 
the only imitation of Solomon's temple ; but its inten- 
tion also should be as strictly imitated." It should not 

the ffoddesB of wisdom (Iliad, zt. 411) ; and aome think that the apostla 
allades to it when he compares himself to a wise master builder. 

^ The lectares, at the time when Bro. Inwood wrote these sermons, 
gave three reasons for the above custom. 1. Because the son, the glory 
of the creation, rises in the east, and sets in the west 2. Becaose tM 
taberaade of Moaea and the temiile of Solonon oocopiad the laas poil* 



THK DEDICATION OF MA80NIG BDIFICB8. 141 

only be a station of order and science, but it should also 
be a station of seriousness and of devotion. A Masons* 
lodge — ^I mean a company of Masons — should see the 
rising and the setting of the sun with piety, with grati- 
tude, and with devotion.^ It should be an assembly where 
the ignorant are taught that wisdom which cometh from 
above; where the wanton are taught that sobriety which 
becometh godliness ; and where the unruly are influenced 
to perform all the important duties of religious obedience. 
As the sun riseth in the east to enlighten the day, so the 
Master in the lodffe*' should stand in the east to enlight- 
en, with true wisdom, his masonic companions, and guide 
all his fellow-craftsmen to work out their salvation with 
fear and trembling. As the sun setteth in the west to 
close the day,^ so the Wardens of the lodge should stand 
in the west to close the labours of the lodge, and see 
that none go away not only not dissatisfied, but also to 
see that none go away unimproved in moral virtue, in 
religious knowledge, and in pious resolutions.'' 

tion. 3. In oommemoration of the establishment and propagation of 
the hol^ Gospel, which was first promalgated in the east, ana wterwards 
spread itself over the western parts of the world. 

^ The Hebrews express east, west, north, and soath, by before, behind. 
left, and right ; according to the situation of a nan whose ihce is taroed 
to the rising sun. 

* This verv beantifol illustration is eamestl^r recommended to the 
notice of the brethren, as containing a great principle of Masonry, couch* 
ed in very graceful and impressive language. 

*" ** In the early ages of the world,^ says Mackey, (Lexicon, p. 336,) 
** the wisdom of men was concentrated in the easternmost parts of the 
earth ; and the nations which had dissemminated themselves along the 
shores of the Mediterranean, to the west of the plain of Shinar, were 
oblised to return towards the east in search of the knowledge of their 
forefathers. The west was then a place ^of darkness, and he who sought 
light was obliged to leave it and travel to the east. In astronomy, 
there is the same pjeculiarii^ in relation to the course of li^ht The 
earth revolves upon its axis from west to east ; but the sun rises in the 
latter point, ana while the eastern hemisphere is enjoying the light of 
day, the western parts of the globe are enveloped in darkness ; until, by 
the diurnal revolution of the earth, they are brought towards the east, 
and placed within the influence of the enlightening rays of the sohv orb. 
Masons do not forget these facts in history and science ; and they know 
that he who, being in the darkness of the west, would seek true light, 
must travel to the east" 

* This is the true efifect which the teaching of a Masons' lodge is in- 
tended to produce. Let the opponent of Masonry hear the instructions 
Which proceed fi-om the east, and if it do not induce him to withdraw 
his opposition, I should pronounce him insensible to conrictioD, and alif S 
only to the most malevolent feelings of our natore. 
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Be your lodge, mj beloved brethren, thus wisely 
governed, thus safely tyled, and thus piously guarded, 
and according to the degree of its extension, it shall be 
a Solomon's temple, built indeed with the sublimest 
fame, consecrated with the purest virtue, and dedicated 
with the brightest glory — ^the glory of God. Again, in 
the constitution of your lodge, not only imitate the sta- 
tion of Solomon's temple, but its two very peculiar in- 
tentions also, i. e. the glory of Gk>d, and, as far as in you 
lies, the good of all your fellow-creatures.^ 

First, the glory of God. When I consider myself not 
only addressing my discourse to a body of Masons, but 
also to an assembly of professed Christians, I feel my in- 
tention in this part of my subject so far anticipated in 
the fruitfulness of your understanding, and the piety of 
your profession, that, as Peter said to some of bis dis- 
ciples, so may I say to you, that I am sure I need only 
stir up your pure minds, by way of remembrance, and say, 
that you must, from your very infancy, have been taught, 
in this your happy country, that nothing can finally suc- 
ceed which has not the glory of God as it« primary inten- 
tion. The fame of human wisdom, without the glory of 
God, is but as a blast of wind which passeth away, nor 
leaves a trace behind. The labour of human exertion 
may indeed fix one stone upon another, but without the 
glory of God, the Shekinah of his pesence,* the loftiest 
temples shall fall— shall moulder into dust, nor leave a 

** The goTemment of a lodge is like that of a state on a smaller scale. 
It is, however, essentially democratic. What, asks the Abb6 Barthele- 
mi, are the solid foundations of the tranquillity and happiness of states? 
Not the laws which regulate their constitution, or which increase their 
power, but the institutions which form the citizens and give activity to 
their minds ; not the laws which c|ispense rewards and punishments, but 
the public voice when it makes an exact distribution of contempt and 
esteem. Such is the unanimous decision of the l^idators and pniloso- 
phers of all the Greeks, and, perhaps, of all nations. 

^ By considering, with St Ghrysostom, the temple of Solomon as a 
type, not only of uie sensible, but also of the invisible world ; ajod by 
considering farther the Shekinah and the Ark of Gk)d, more especially in 
the Holy of Holies than in the Sanctuary and more exterior courts and 
spaces, we may illustrate that very useful and most probable notion of the 
aegrees of glory, and of the several mansions prepared for several states 
in the kingdom of glory ; where, notwithstanding every part will be so 
fiur, though uneaualhr, mled with lustre, that all may be said with open 
fihoe to behold l£e glory of God, and not those only next the celestial ark 
or throne in tiie most holy place. (Ten. Idol, p. 381.) 
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wreck behind. Kingdoms and nations, citadels and 
towns, palaces and towers, may, by human riches, lift 
their lofty heads ; but leave uncultivated a sense of the 
^lory of God, and all these buildings in a moment moulder 
into dust — there is no inhabitant in the city, and the field 
is a desolate and a barren waste. So also constitute your 
lodge, but if you constitute it without an eye to the glory 
of God, and your three great lights,^ or if you had three 
thousand, they would be as ineffectual as Diogenes' lamp 
— they would never show you a good or an honest man. 
Lastly, see, in your imitation of Solomon's dedication, 
his universal prayer for the good of the people. To go 
through all the particulars of this his pious prayer, after 
having detained you so long, I fear would be tedious f^ 
we will only, therefore, just attend to its general pur- 
port, which is, that so great and gracious might be the 
effulgence of the presence of the Great Builder of the 
Universe in this house dedicated unto him, that the peo- 
ple, in all their errors, and in all their wanderings, irom 
which human nature is never, in this imperfect state, 
perfectly free, whenever they returned and looked to- 
wards this temple, His wisdom might correct the former. 
His goodness might forgive the latter;® and that, in all 
their distresses and calamities, when they returned and 



*^ These three lights form the solid basis of a Mason's laith and practice ; 
and, being placed on the pedestal in the east, pour forth the refulgent rm 
of divine troth to every quarter of the lodge. They stream from the 
place of Wisdom, and illominate the piUars of Strength and Beauty, and 
nrom thence are reflected to all the brethren. And these ffreat lights, 
without the least particle of fire, are the first objects to whicn the atten- 
tion of a candidate is directed at his initiation. 

*' Those who are desirous of increasing their knowledge on this int»- 
resting subject, will do well to procure admission into the degree of Most 
Ezcellent Master. 

* It was a common practice, when any person had built a house in 
ancient times, and entered on tbo habitation of it, to invite his friends to 
a grand festival, at which some religious ceremonies were performed to 
secure the protection of heaven. Thus, when the second temple was 
finished, the dedication was celebrated witii great rejoicings and numerous 
sacrifices. (Ezra vi. 16.) In like manner Judas Maccabeus held a 
solemn feast of dedication, in memory of the purification of the temple 
after it had been defiled hj Antiochus Epiphanes ; and this was celebrated 
annually till the time of its destruction by Titus, with solemn sacrifion 
and ifeasts, and everything that could give the people pleasure. The 
Bomans also dedicated their temples, theatres, pelaoes, and houses, with 
fertivaband sacrifices. 
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looked upon thia temple, His goodness might sapport, 
relieve, and deliver them ; that is, in one word, tnat he 
would be to them from this holy temple a God of mercy, 
to forgive their sins, and the inexhaustible source of 
blessings, to relieve all their wants, both for time and 
eternity. 

Now these should be the peculiar characteristics of 
every Masons' Lodge. If thy brother err or wander from 
the paths of virtue and rectitude, let all the brethren be 
anxiously ready to restore such an one, with the spirit 
of meekness, and with the heart of compassionate mercy. 
If thy brother be in distress, let thy soul feel his sorrows, 
let thine heart commiserate his misfortunes and his dis- 
tresses ; and if he look to thee, let him not look in vain. 
Yes, my brethren, though ye hear not the voice of mur- 
muring, or the sound of complaining sorrow, yet let the 
gentlest sigh of modest complaint — for the truest sorrow 
IS often the most silent in complaint — let, I say, the 
gentlest sigh of modest complaint not reverberate in the 
ear in vain, but instil compassion in the heart ; and, like 
that God to whom Solomon's temple was dedicated, 
often — ^let me advise— often send thejcharitable donations 
of your holy Lodge where modesty, perhaps, stifles com- 
plaint, and where, though the heart severely knows its 
own bitterness, bashful sorrow, like a silent statue, is 
unable to utter a request.® 

But who am I thus addressing ? A company of Ma- 
sons ! Excuse, m V beloved brethren, this unnecessary 
effusion of a brother's heart to you, who I know so 
abundantly in all things suf^ersede by your conduct such 
an admonition, and receive it rather as praise than advice. 
Yes, my brethren, your intentions of charity and good- 
ness, I am assured from good authority, so much antici- 
pate my instructions u^on this part of my subject, that 
what I have already said I feel inclined to change from 
admonition to eulogium ; and therefore humbly beg, as 

** The Bev. Salem Town, in hk prize essay on Maaoniy, says, to the 
above efifect, that " the primitive spirit of ancient Freemaaonrj onght to 
be revived at the present day in all that intensity of brotherly love--4B 
all that tender scwcitode to (piard the moral character of each member 
from contaminating exposnree to evil, and eBpeciaUy a promptness of joint 
eo^yporatioa in every good motd and charitable work, which so emiaiaDtly 
obanusteriaod cor aaomt biettiren of this tetenut7." 
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it can be no instigation for what is already determined, 
it may be kindly accepted as an encouragement to pro* 
ceed; and I shall conclude with observing, that sure I 
am that no instances of doing good to your fellow-crea- 
tures can more signalize your wisdom in the affixing of 
your peculiar and constant donations, than those two to 
which you have determined to pay particular regard — 
namely, the Royal Cumberland School, established for 
the maintenance and education of the female orphans of 
our distressed brethren,^ and that very admirable institu- 
tion, the Humane Society — ^humane, indeed, to perfection 
may both these institutions be styled. Can any body of 
men, I may justly ask, have a brighter record in the 
annals of humanity than to have been only assistants in a 
labour of love so truly divine, as either to protect female 
innocence,^ or to save the life of the {perishing 1 And if 
ever once to have been successful assistants in either of 
these labours of love, where is the heart, however dis- 
tant or unconnected in relationship, that will not say, a 
lodge constituted with such principles of humanity and 
benevolent intentions, is indeed a constitution of brother- 
ly love, a society of divine philanthropists ?^ 

"* The benefltfl of this school have arrived at sach perfection, that there 
are now nearly seventy children boarded, clothed, and educated in the 
establiahnient. By the published accounts, the receipts during the last 
year amounted to upwards of two thousand pounds. At the public festi- 
vals, the children are mtroduced by the stewards of the day, and, followed 
by Uie matron and her assistants, move in procession round the hall ; and 
it has been observed on all these oceasionB, that the a{>peanuioe oif the 
diildren is not oiAj neat and respectable, but the judicious training to 
which they are subjected has inrosed into their minds a high d^^ee of 
intelligence, which shines forth Tiyidly in their countenances. 

* <<Women," says Ledyard, the traveller, ** in all coontries, are civil, 
obliging, tender, and humane; they are ever inclined to be gay and 
che^fm, timorous and prudent, and they do not hesitate, like men, to 
perfbrm a generous actum; more liable, perhaps, to err than men, but 
m i^eneral more disinterested, more virtuous, and performing more good 
actions than men. In my extensive wanderings in foreign dimes, if 
hungry, thirstjr, wet, cold, or sick, woman has ever been frieodly to ni&^ 
most uniformly sow" 

» Bro. Tannehill,the Grand Master of TemieBne,in his ammal address, 
(1842,) bears testimony to the above excellent institution. He says-* 
*' The establishment in some central situation of an as^um for the pro- 
tection and education of children of Masons in the United States, woold 
be canying out one of the great prindptos of our Order, and be a 
monument, more dorabla thsa tarasB or marUe, which would reflect in 
after MMi its hMtasi viuipks-^ aMmmnt to lAkk oar oUhksaH 
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May you then proceed cheerfully, and without inter* 
ruption, in the truly praiseworthy labour of the day ; 
may every assistance be given you from above to fix and 
carry into effect all your intended good resolutions ; and 
may you, like wise masters builders, lay your foundation 
upon the Bock of Ages ; and may the top stone be raised 
with holy shouting, and with pious exultation, crying 
PraiBC, Hallelujah, Hallelujah ! AMen and Amen J" 

PRAYER. 

Eternal and everlasting Jehovah ! who reignest over 
all creation — ^Lord of all lords, and Kings of all kings ! — 
regard at this time the humble adoration of thy fiaeble 
creatures ; accept the sacrifice of our persons and of our 
hearts, and open for thyself and thine own glory, a tem- 
ple in every bosom. Descend with all thy usual majesty, 
and impress every heart before thee with an awful sense 
of thy divine presence. May our feeble efforts to serve 
and glorify thee meet with thy kind approbation, and 
may we know in deed and in truth that thou thyself art 
in the midst of us. We have unitedly endeavoured to 
build an house to thy majesty, and dedicate the same to 
thine honour and glory ; let thine approbation sanction 
these our imperfect endeavours, and may thy glory, and 
the benefit of our fellow-creatures, be its foundation — 
its pillars — ^its chief corner stone. As the natural sun 
rises in the east to illuminate the day, so let the sun of 
righteousness arise upon the temple of this day's conse- 
cration, that it may be always illuminated with thy divine 

childrea mi^t point with pride, and say : This is the work of oar fkthen. 
On this sabject I oonfesB X have some solicitade ; with me it has been a 
fiiyoarite object for many years. Insulated schools for the edncation of 
orphans have been ahready established in different parts of the United 
States, aind one of the brightest jewds tohidi adoms the ke^-Mone of Engtisk 
Moionry, is her school for Orphans." 

91 This sermon ooncfades with a passage from the degree of Most Ex- 
cellent Master, into which none bat those who have been indacted into 
the oriental chair of Solomon can be admitted. It is said to have origin- 
ated at the boilding of the temple ; which bdng completed, and the cape- 
stone celebrated witii joy, King Solomon institated this degree, and 
admitted to it those only who had proved themsdves worthy by their 
virtae, skill, and inflexible fidelitv to the crafb. The daties incombent on 
a Most Excellent Master are sach as cannot be attained withoat a perfect 
knowledge of an tiie ineoedmg degrees. See Oross's CSiart, p. 9a 
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wisdom, and all its members be truly taught of God. May 
the Master be enabled to teach, and the younger brethren 
enabled to receive instructions ; that thy name in all 
things may be eternally glorified, and our souls univer- 
sally benefited. Open to us all the treasures of thy 
Holy Word : and may we all be truly made acquainted 
with that best of secrets — ^that divinest of all wisdom — 
that best pearl of all true riches — the fear of Qod^ and the 
love (feach other. Preserve us from every snare and every 
evil, and lead us to the possession of every good. Let 
thy majesty rest upon us, and be thou our shadow from 
the storm, our shield from war, our rock of defence, and 
our eternal portion. Gracious God ! let a double portion 
of thy spirit and power rest upon our present engage- 
ment, and whilst we are uniting ourselves to each other 
in the strictest bonds of holy brotherhood, may we be 
still more earnest to unite our souls to thee, the everlast- 
ing source of unsullied wisdom, unabating brotherly love, 
divine and pure affection. Dismiss us in the present 
moment with thy best blessing ; where we go, go thou 
and be our guide ; where we rest, rest thou, and be our 
munition of rocks. We bes all through Jesus Christ our 
Lord and King, for ever and ever. Amen and Amen* 



SERMON VIII. 
PREPARATION FOR DEATH. 

PRBAOHED AT NORTHFLBET, DBCBMBBR 29, 1797, ON 
THB BBATH OP BROTHER WARD. 

** Thu year thou shalt die.*' 

Jbrkihah zxtuL, IC 

Mr brethren, it is mostly expected in this ji>7fal season 
of Christmas, that we should visit our friends with a 
cheerful countenance, and not in the gloom of sorrow ; 
that the festive evenings of this week, should pass in all 
the gaiety of innocent and Christian mirth ;^ and that the 
cheerful tale, or the lively song, should fall from the lips, 
even of the most grave, and the most serious. Tes, me- 
thinks this is a season, when even the aged are inclined 
to put on the pleasantness of youth f when youth is 

^''To the philosophic enqairer," says the author of the Book of 
Ohristmas, ** lew thioffs are more importaDti in the annalB of nations, 
than their festivals, their anniversaries, and Uieir pabUc celebrations of 
all kinds. In nothing is their j^aliar character more strikingly exhibit- 
ed. They show a people in its undress, acting upon its impulses, and 
separated from the conventions and formalities of its evenr-day existence. 
We may venture to sav, that could we, in the absence of every other re- 
cord, be ibrnished wita a complete aocount of the festivals, traditions, 
and anniversaries of any given nation now extinct, not onlv might a cor- 
rect estimate be therefrom made of their progress in morals and civili»- 
tion, but a conjectural history of their doings be haxarded, which should 
bear a closer resemblance to the facts than many an existing history, 
constructed from more varied materials." 

' We love those festivals which have been made, as Washington Irving 
says, ''the season for gathering together of family connections, and 
drawing doser those bonds of kindred hearts, which the cares, and the 

eeasures, and the sorrows of the world are continually operating to cast 
ose ; of callii]^ back the children of a family, who have launched fiorth 
into life, and waodared widely asunder, oaoe moro to issftmhte 4boitt Ihs 
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permitted to appear in all its liveliDess, without ofienoe 
to the gravity ofage ; and when even the highest solemni- 
ties of religion are ornamented with the garlands of 
cheerfulness and mirth.^ Awful sacrifice ! then, is the 
present meeting to this annual week of religion's most 
cheerful celebration ; and truly I can assure you, that 
upon the present mourninl occasion, had not both duty 
and friendship unitedly pressed me to the message, 
gladly would I have supplicated with the prophet upon 
another occasion. Lord 1 send by whom thou wilt send, 
but send not me. Send not me to spoil the festive hour ! 
send not me as the messenger of the gloomy tale, to 
change the smiling countenance of the Christian's inno* 
cent enjoyments into the bitter lamentations of hopeless 
despair.^ 

But hark ! hark ! hark ! Methinks I hear the sound of 
my Divine Master's feet behind me, and in the voice of 
another of his inspired messengers, arrests this «iistaken 
notion which I have just delivered concerning the pre- 
sent message. Yes, there is a word in the divine writ- 
ings which declares, ^^It is better to ^o to the house of 
mournings than to go to the house of feasting" Nor am I, 
my friends, in this moment at all inclined, with a cele- 
brated author, to deny this assertion. No ! for methinks 
I learn from the scene before me, a lesson which, though 
it may for a moment arrest our mirth, in an examination 

pftternsl hearth, that rallyiog-plaoe of the dfectioDs, there to mw 
young and loving again, among the endearing memeDtos of childhood.' 

* ThiB is also Uie season of masonic festiviu, according to the old regn- 
ktions of the Order, promolgated by the Grand Lodge, Jane 24, 1721. 
" The brethren shall meet annnally in some convenient place on the day 
of St. John the Baptist, or St. John the Evangelist, as the Grand Lodge 
shall think fit by a new regulation ; having of late years met on St Jo£a 
the Baptist's day." 

^ AjDonff those celebrations which have sarvived the decav of the re- 
ligions wiUi which th^ were connected, bv being made sabaervient to 
tSb new faith, or purined forms which replaced uiem, that which takes 
place at the perioa of the new year, or winter solstice, stands conspicn- 
ons. Bequeathed by the pagan to the Christian world, it has been thrown 
into close association with their own festival observances in honour of 
the first great event in the history of their revelation ; and while the old 
observances, and the feelings in which they originated, have been thus 
preserved to swell the tide of Christian triumph, their pedigree has been 
overlooked, amid the far higl^r interest of the observances bv whose 
sids they stand, and their ancient titles merged in that of the high family 
into wUdb tlM7 Kavs beea adopted." (Bode of Ohristoas, p. 29.) 
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of its nature and reality, will never destroy one smile of 
true Christian cheerfulness.^ It may indeed change its 
nature, and it may indeed improve it, but it cannot de- 
stroy it. And well I am persuaded, that the present 
fashionable mirth of Christmas festivity, wants too gene* 
rally that change which aloae can constitute it what it 
really was intended for.* I i;m a plain man, I must deal 
in plain truths ; I am an ambassador of Christ, a messen- 
ger of God, and while I view that coffin, that sacred 
deposit, where, if he who lies within it, whether he was 
great or little, rich or poor, old or young, learned or 
unlearned, religious or irreligious, now well knows the 
fallacy of all human things ! well knows the nature and 
importance of my present situation, well knows the 
account I have to give, upon every occasion of my minis- 
terial function, of my faithfulness, or my unfaithfulness! 
Yes, and he well knows* the nature and what ought to 
be the tendency, even of this my present message. 
When, therefore, I view that sacred deposit, that last 
degrading end of all human excellency, you will excuse 
me if I lay aside all compliments upon human greatness, 
human riches, human honours, or human felicities ; and 
though I have no wish to spoil or destroy one moment 
of real Christmas mirth, as it is exercised and enjoyed by 
Christians in general, yet I would wish, I freely confess, 
I would wish in many instances to change its nature.' 

* 'Tie good to be merry and wise, says the old soDg ; and the wisdom 
which considers mirth or good humour to be a stain on a person^s con- 
duct, is a wisdom which, I hope, for the honour of the craft, will be for- 
ever exduded from the practice of Masonry ; for it will not, most 
assuredly, produce happiness, either in the lodee or out of it. 

^I am a friend to old customs, and would bave Christmas kept as it 
used to be in the most social iimes of merrie Enffhind, because I do not 
think that this country has gained anything by that prudmh and sancti* 
fied demeanour which would exclude all rational amusements from the 
practice of the t)eopIe. 

T True Christmas mirth is of a very social nature. It rivets love, and 
cements the sweets of acqaaintanceship. For instance, the Christmas 
dinner is a gathering together of generations — ^an assembling of age, 
manhood, youth, and infancy. Contrast this with the dreary picture of 
a Christmas Day dinnei^ under the stern prescription of the JPuritans, as 
given in his diary by Pepys, the chatty Secretary to the Admindty, who 
thus writes, under the date of '* Christmas Day, 1688 — ^To dinner alone 
with my wife ; who, poor wretch 1 sat undressed all day till ten at night, 
altering and Ucing a noble petticoat, while I, by her, making the boy 
read to me the life of Julias Caesar and Des Carte's book of miUBia" 
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For instance, my friends, is it not too frequently the 
case, that the birth of Christ is celebrated by all manner 
of excess, by rudeness and gambling, by drunkenness, by 
revellings, by intemperance of every kind and degree?* 
Are not many of those lips which should praise God for 
the gift of bis Son, too often employed in profaning, 
both the name of God and of his Christ 1 Are not many 
of those voices, which should join the angelic anthem 
in singing, *' Glory to God" in the highest," too often 
employed in singing the lascivious ballad, the wanton 
son^, and the lewd jest, offensive to every degree of true 
Christian mirth, or indeed of all virtuous modesty ? Are 
not many of those hands, which should be employed in 
distributing bread to the hungry, wine to the thirsty, 
and relief to the distressed and the a£Bicted, too often 
employed in dealing the gambling card, and throwing 
the plundering dice ? And are not manv of those feet 
which should carry us to the cottage of the poor, and 
lead us to the habitations of the distressed widow, and 
the weeping orphan, too often employed in dancing the 
lewd dance, or capering to the harp or the viol ?* 

Methinks I feel myself in danger of incurring from 
some of my hearers, the censure of austerity, preciseness, 

' " Happiness does not consist in the pleasures of sense, in whatever 
proftisioD or variety they may be enjoyed. By the pleasures of sense, I 
mean, as well the animal gratifications of eating and drinking, as the 
more refined pleasures of music, painting, architecture, &c., and of active 
sports, such as hunting, shooting, and mhing. These pleasures continue 
but a little while at a time. Tnis is true of them all, especially of the 
grosser sort of them. Laying aside the preparation and the expecta- 
tion, and computing strictly the actual sensation, we shall be surprised 
to find how inconsiderable a portion of our time they occupy — how few 
hours in the four-and-twenty they are able to ttl up." ( Paley's Phil, b 
i., c. 6.) 

* This picture is too higlily coloured. The rcrjoicings of Ohristiaar 
are of a more chastened character, one should hope. The feelings which 
are excited by the dreary aspect of frost and snow, trees stript of theii 
leaves, and other signs of desolation, induce us to take refu^ in om 
moral resources. The spirit of cheerfulness, which the above signs maj 
be calculated to damp, seeks its innocent gratifications by the blasinp 
hearth. And here, in the bosom of the family, when the labours of thi 
day are suspended, it may be truly said : — 

With hiB ice, and snow, and rime, 

Let bleak winter sternly oome; 
lliere is not a sunnier clime 

Than the lov»^Ut winter h«na 
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and eeverity, if oot also of Bupentition and enthusiasm ; 
bat you mistake me. It is neither my wish nor my 
intention to censure or condemn any of the innocent 
amusements of human life. No; but sure there are 
many things in the conduct of professed Christians, 
while celebrating the birth of our Baviour, which truly 
deserve condemnation. To eat luxuriously, and forget 
the hungry; to drink intemperately, and forget the 
thirsty ; to dance, to gambol, to frolic, to play, and to 
forget the sorrowful, the distressed, the afflicted, the 
mourning widow, and the weeping orphan, is, I will ever 
say, while I have a tongue to speak, blaspheming the name 
of Christ, and treading upon his holy example — ^is pros- 
tituting the joy of his nativity, and turning it into a day 
of condemnation.^^ Yes ! as thou hast ability and oppor- 
tunity, I would advise, feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, visit the prisoner, cheer the sorrowful, relieve the 
distressed, heal the afflicted, bind up the broken-hearted, 
and cover the wounds of the wounded with the balm of 
consolation ;*^ and then eat thy bread with cheerfulness, 
yet with temperance, and drink thy wine with a pious 
yet with a merry heart, for then, and not till then, dost 
thou properly ble^s God for the birth of Christ, who 
gave thee this holy example ; then, and not till then, 
will God, or can God, accept thy work ; then, and not 
till then, can ye keep the holy feast, and glorify God for 
the unspeakable gift.^ 

*^ There can be no doubt bat snch conddct wonldprofane tbat holy 
day ; but Christianity teaches a different lesson. " The services of the 
church about this season," save Washington Irving, ** are extremely ten- 
der and inspiring. They dwdl on the beautiful story of the origin of our 
faith, and the pastoral scenes that accompanied its announcement They 
graduaUy increase in fervor and pathos during the seas<Hi of Advent, 
until they break forth in full jubilee, on the morning that brought peace 
and good will to men." This is calculated to prepare the soul for better 
and more holy feelings than those mentioned in the text. The joys <^ an 
old Christmas fireside had little of evil in them. 

^ These are all masonic virtues, and are fuDy carried out in our ex- 
tensive charities. 

'* '* In Jesus, whether we regard his lessons or his example, we see not 
only boMvoleDce, but benevolence the most enlarged and comprehensive. 
In the parable of the good Samaritan, the very point of the story is, that 
the person rdieved bu him ims the national and rdigious enemy of his bens- 

Sttor, Our Lord declared the equity of the divine administration, when 
told the Jews that many should come from the east and west, and 
should sit down with Abraoam, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
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QeDoe, my friends, the meesage of our text, however 
irksome in its first attack upon human passion — ^tbe 
message of our text, in the midst of worldly festivity, 
becomes a salutary antidote to turn that worldly fes- 
tivity into all the reality of pure Christian joy.^^ And 
for this end, I first beg leave to bring my message to 
you, my aged friends. You will excuse the familiarity 
of the term friends, for in this sacred place, where, by 
the obliging kindness of your pastor, I am this moment 
permitted to share in his labour, I feel all that attach* 
ment of sacred friendship for your eternal interest, as I 
should for those of my own hearers, were I this moment 
in my own pulpit ; nor have I any doubt but he will 
sanction the little familiarity of styling you my friends, 
in the importance of a subject in which both he and I 



heaven ; bat that the children of the kingdom shoold be cast into outer 
darkness. His reproof of the hasty seal of his disciples, who would ne^ 
eall down fire from heaven to avenge an affipont put npon thdr Master, 
fihows the lenity of his character and of his reUgion, and his opinion of 
the manner in which the most unreasonable opponents ought to oe treat- 
ed, or at least of the manner in which they ought not to he treated. Hie 
terms in which his rebuke was conveyed deserve to be noticed — *Y^ 
Imow not what manner of spirit ye are oV " (Paky's Evidenoes, part ii 
c 2.) This is the pure spirit of masonic benevolence. 

" Hear the account of the manner in which a good clergyman treats 
Christmas, as it is given in the Monthly Magazine : — " Our pastor was 
told one day, in argument, that the interests of Ghrktianitv were op* 
posed to umversal enUghtenment I shall not easily fi>|Bet his aoiwer. 
' The interests of Christianity,' said he, ' are the same as tne interests of 
society. It has no other meaning. Christianity is that very enlighten* 
ment you speak of. Let any man find out that thing, whatever it be^ 
which is to perform the very greatest good to society, even to its own 
apparent detriment, and I say that is Christiamty, or I know not the 
spirit of its founder. What I shall we take Christianity for an arith- 
metical puzzle, or a contradiction in terms, or the bitterness of a bad argu- 
ment, or the interests, real or supposed, of any particular set of ment 
Qod forbid ! I wish to speak with reverence of whatever has takes 
place in the order of provMence. I wish to think the best of the very 
evils that have happened — that a good has been got out of them ; per- 
'haps that they were even necessary to the good. But when once we have 
obtained better means, and the others are dreaded by the benevolent, and 
scorned by the wise, then is the time come for throwing open thedooit 
to all kindliness, and to all knowledge, and the end of Cnristianity is at- 
tained in the reign of beneficence.' In this spirit our pastor preaches to 
us always, but most particularly on Christmas Day, when he takes occa- 
sion to enlarge on the character and views of the Divine Person who is 
supposed then to have been bom, and sends us home more than usually 
rejoicing." 

11 
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must, from our undivided interests in our profession, be 
the frimds of all mankind. 

To yoUy then, my aged friends, I first bring my mes- 
sage, and you must give me leave to bring it very point- 
edly, — " This year thou shall die.^^ What ! are you 
alarmed ? Do you disbelieve the solemn warning ? Are 
ou whispering to yourself the flattering tale, there are 
ut three days before the present year shall close its 
final period, and sure the preacher may be deceived ; I 
shall not die this year ! i answer, surely it is possible 
you may not die this year ; nor, my friends, have I a 
single wish that this awful prophecy may be fulfilled ; 
but, my aged friends, look on that coffin,^^ cast your eye 
for one moment upon that sacred deposit, and reflect 
had you and I met our departed brother on the mominff 
before his fall from yonder dreadful precipice, and I haia 
said to him, ** This year, my brother — this year thou 
shalt die,'* had he not a greater reason to have mocked 
the preacher for his superstitious fears, and had he not a 
greater cause to have laughed at his gloomy tale than 
thou hast, whose tottering limbs perhaps are now 
shaking on the brink of the grave, and whose grey hairs 
are strong indications of the praximity of a shroud 1 
What ! shall the age of forty rush into the grave, and 
seventy, the appointed age of man, bid defiance to its 
ravages ? Surely no ! He had, according to all human 
fore8ight-4ie had the probability of an escape for many 

^* Death ib the ureversible decree which was pronounced on man when 
he had transmssed the divine conunand ; ana sd^ier death comes jadg^ 
ment. For this termination of our probationarv state, it is equally oar 
dnt^ and interest, as Masons as well as Christians, to prepare, by the 
habitnal practice of every moral and social virtue. Our &ith in the 
atoning blood of a crucified Redeemer must be firm, and our practice of 
the duties which he has ei^oined must be constant and effective. How 
can we better employ our tmie in this world than by preparing for fhto- 
rity ? How can we more properly use the fleeting period of mortality, 
than by indulging an uniform and anxious hope, ammated by the fiuth 
and promises of the Gospel ; a humble anticipation of approval in that 
day when every man shall be judged according to his worker ; and* endea- 
voring so to pass through time, as to procure an interest in Him, through 
whose merits alone we can expect to be happy in eternity ? If we do 
this, we may look forward with composure to that awfol pariod when 
Death shall draw his sable curtain round our pillow; when we shall 
exchange a corruptible for an incorruptible body, and receive that bless* 
ed sentence which shall seal our felicily for ever. 
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years to come; thy farthest boundary^— thy utmost 
stretch of life's longest expectation is — *' This year thou 
thak die" No ! however near the final period of the 
present year, thou hast not an item to lose of the solemn 
warning. No! when I hear the solemn and inspired 
warning, as in the awful instance before us, *'/n the midtt 
ffUfe we are in deaths" had we arrived to the last hour of 
the present year, to none before me, much less to the 
tottering of a declining worn-out age, should I be at all 
untimely in my admonition — ^* This year thou shak die.** 
Take, take, ye venerable, the holy amnonition. That it 
may prove untrue, I most heartilv wish ; but that it can 
be unseasonable or unnecessary, I totally deny. You are 
arrived at the last stage, and allowing you have done all 
that you could do, still, when you come to die, there 
18 always enough to do.^ 

Reflect, first, on the value of time; secondly, on the 
importance of eternity ; and, thirdly, seriously reflect, 
what is the work of time, as it looks to the rewards of 
eternity* Oh what a theme is this ! what have I not to 
say, when I am warning old age to prepare for the awful 
scene of their most certainly approaching exit ! Let me 
ask, have you redeemed the time as you ought, seeing all 
our days are evil ? Have yon repented of your sin% 
which are numerous as the moments of your lives 1 Have 
you turned unto that God, from whom, both by nature 
and practice, you have so universally revolted, witli that 
true compunction of spirit, and with that holy contrition 
of heart, which, through the merits of your Redeemer, 
can obtain a true, a real, and a substantial reconciliation ! 
Have you loved and served God as ye ought, seeing he 

^ Freemasonry not only inculcates the certainty o(*death, bat also the 
resorrection, and a fdtore state of existence in liappiness or misery, ac- 
cording to tiw deeds done in this life. It teaches ttiat at the latest tK>ar, 
when all the flow and spirit of existence is gone— when the sommer is 
ended — ^wheo the son shines fiuntly anon the scene — ^whoi the leayes fUl 
off from the bowers of delight, and all the bloom and splendour of life are 
oyer for eyer ; in this cold and naked winter of his days, the aaright 
Mason is warmed by genial thoughts that cheer and cherish his neart, 
aikl sapply the absence of animal ardoar. Thoogh dead to the plsasares 
of sense, onable to taste any more what he eats or what he drinss, or to 
hear the y<Mce of sin^ng men or singing women, the remembrance of a 
life deyoted to daty, is *' meat to eat," with which he may ;^t regale him- 
self. The voice of an approying conscience is mnsic to wmch the worthy 
brother may listen with delight, eyen at his latest hoar. (Fawcett, Sor. 4.) 
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hath given you life and breath, and, through tiie aacrifiee 
of hiB Son, all things necessary to faith and holiness t 
Have you loved your friends, your enemy, your brother, 
as ye ought, seeing ye were sent into the world with 
these commands? Have ye, at the expense of time, 
which is its only true commerce— -have ye, at the expense 
of time, purchased the sure reveision of eternal felicity? ^ 
If ye have done all these things, the hour is not far off 
when, as a shock of corn, fully ripe, ye shall be gathered 
into the garner of our Qod, and receive that pleasant in- 
vitation of — ** Come^ ye blessed of my Feuherj inherit the 
kingdom prepared Jar you,^* If ye have not done all, or 
any of these necessary works of piety, religion, and god* 
liness, receive, I beseech you, the sincerity of this en- 
deavour with all its intended force ; for ere the new year 
begins its circle into the vortex of eternity, this very ad- 
monition may tingle in your ears with a sound which is 
very far from the wish of him who now brings it from 
the source of mercy .^"^ 

Yes, my aged friends, near as the last moments of the 
present declining year may draw to their final period — 
near as the first approaching morn of the next revolving 
portion may be to its wasting sands, ere the former con- 
cludes, or the latter takes its beginning, that awful view 
of a vast eternity may open to the eye of your enlight- 
ened mind errors of the past, which shall thunder terror 



^ Qaevedo well obflerves, at the commenoement of his ftfOi ' 
" How jpreatly are we deceived in the qaality and value of the things we 
covet, since it is quite impossible for anything in this world to fix onr ap- 
petites and desires, whicn are still wavering and changing like pilgrims, 
minted with, and cherished bf , vanity. What we pnrsae wiu the 
greatest delight and passion imaginable, yields ns nothing but satiety and 
repentance in the possession ; yet such is the power of uiese appetites of 
oars, that when they call and command, we follow and obey, though we 
find in the end, that what we took for a beauty in the pursuit, proves but 
a carcase in the quany, and we are sick of it as soon as we have it 
Now the world, that knows our palate and inclination, never fiuls to 
feed the humour, and to flatter and entertain us with every kind of change 
and Dovdty, as the most certain means of gaining upon our affections." 

" As our lectures admonish, let us imitate the Cmnstian in his virtuous 
and amiable conduct ; in his unfeigned piety to C)k)d ; in his infl^dUe 
fiddity to his trust ; that we may welcome the grim tyrant, Death, and 
receive him as a Idnd messenger sent from our Supreme Grand Master, 
to tranriate us from this imperfect, to that all-perfeet, riorious, and cdes- 
tial lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the LTrnverse presides. 
(GroH. Masppio Chart, p. 41.) 
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through yout bouI, and miseries of the future, which now, 
perhaps, ye will not believe, though an angel from heaven 
declared them unto you. Beware of the value of the 
present moment — ^^Now is the accepted time^ now is the day 
qfsalveuion" Hear the husbandman of the vineyard im- 
portuning you respecting your long-lost time of idleness ; 
hear him advise, '^Gfo ye into the vineyard ;^^ hear him en- 
eouraffe you, ^^ Whatever is rights, that shall you received* 
See also the period and conclusion of mercy ; though 
they went in at the eleventh hour, they each of them 
received every man a penny, — a full portion of everlast- 
ing felicity. May Ood Almighty give the aged of this 
congregation the wisdom to return, though it is but at 
the eleventh houn 

To the young and to the middle-aged I now turn my- 
self, I must confess, to deliver the sacred admonition of 
my text with sensations of greater difficulty, though that 
swful instance before me very impressively says, be not 
less faithful* Tes, my friends, to tell the man of health 
and vigour, whose mountain of strength, to all human 
appearance, seems invulnerable ; to tell the rising youth, 
who is just stepping on the uncertain stage of life ; to 
teU the blooming virgin, whose roseate countenance, as 
it were, declares in every smile an unshaken lease of un- 
interrupted years to come ; to tell all these, and such as 
these, the awful message of my text — *' This year thou 
^kdU die^^^ is a task which almost missives by best inten- 
tions, and almost shakes my best resolves. But oh ! how 
often within the circle of only my last year's parochial 
exercises, have I, with a pitying heart, seen the widow 
and the widower, with a tottering, an uneven, a reluc- 
tant step, turn from that spot of earth which confined 
the dear remains of those whom, perhaps but a few days 
before, they fondly hoped to have enjoyed, in connubial 
felicity, for many years to come. Yes, ask the mourning 
widow of our departed brother, if, in the morning of this 
day se'nniffht, she expected to witness the mouruAil 
trophies of this night's awful solemnity." Nay, little 
did I think, when, in the month of June, in my journey 

" Bra. Wand, hsmng spent Kis eveniog with some frieDds, wn retnn* 
ing home in the dsric, aocl miasing his road, be fell from the top of a high 
sad iteep pnoipiee, whioh oocmuwiwI his desth ia a lb«r boon. 
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to Chatham to meet you, my brethren, hia vivacioiiB 
hand helped me from the chaise^ little did I think that the 
next December of nature's vivacity, would prove the De- 
cember of our brother's life. 

But, again, not only have I witnessed in many instancesi 
the weepinff widow, and the mourning widower, for the 
ravages of death upon the mountain of ripened age, but 
I have also seen the eye of youth weep over a sister's 
ashes, and the countenance of virgin beauty veiled in 
deepest sorrow for a departed brother. Nay, I have, in 
the course of last year, prepared the indentures of bridal 
ceremony, and death, before the joyful moment, has de- 
stroyed the necessity of the sacred parchments. Nay, 
still farther, I myself, as a father, have lately seen the 
tender infant drop like a tender bud, nipped by the 
pinching frost from its mother's breast, and tall a lifeless 
victim into the icy arms of Death. Oh ! ye firm in 
health ! oh ye blooming youth of either sex ! oh ye 
children! if ye have a maturity of hearing for these 
sacred things, hear, I beseech you, the admonition of a 
father, of a brother, of a friend ; nay, hear the sacred 
admonition of divine inspiration : " This year thou skak 
die /" That this may be a true prophecy, God forbid ! 
but, nevertheless, that we may all take the solemn warn- 
ing, I most earnestly advise — ^I most earnestly pray.'* 

^or what I beseech you, my youngest or my most 
stout-hearted friends, is your security against the execa- 

^^ Nothing surely can be a more urgent consideration of the neoessily 
of a speedy repentance than this. Hear the lanffoage of one who delayed 
his repentance, and, like Dives, was cast into hdl : — ** Wretch that I am I 
The greatest penitent that ever lived never soflfered the mortification which 
I have endured I I have watched — ^I have finsted— I have scarcely had ai^ 
clothes uDon my back — ^my wholt life has been a restless course of tor- 
ment, botn of bodv and mind ; and all this to get money for my children, 
that I might see them well married, purchase them posts at comrt, or pro- 
cure them some other preferment in the worlds starving myself in the 
conclusion, rather than lessen the property I had made for my posterily. 
And vet, notwithstanding this, my fatherly care, I was no sooner dead 
than forgotten, and my next heir buired me without tears or mourning, 
and, indeed, without so much as paying my legacies, or praying for my 
soul, as if they had received certain intelligence of my damnation. To 
increase my misery, the prodigals are now squandering and consuming 
the estate in gambling and other debaucheries, which I had gained by 
so much industry, vexation, and oppression ; and for which I suflbr, at 
this instant»sach iBBupporlable torments." (Qoevedo, Vision 6.) 
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tion of this divine sentence, to which I have now endea- 
voured to call your most serious attention ? Examine 
the world at large, look into your own neiffhbourhood, 
pry with the most curious attention into the little circles 
of your families and friendships. Ask the families of the 
rich and honourable, with what sums, or with what titles 
they are able to bribe this universal ravager of our life's 
best felicities, whose untimely shaft we are now lament- 
ing. Ask the young, the gay, the beautiful, the healthy, 
and the strong, by what means they are provided against 
his sudden, his prepared, his untimely arrows. Does he 
ask the parents' leave to cut off the child ? Does he ask 
the anxious husband, or the loving wife, when, or by 
what kind or gentle means, he should deprive them of 
their best felicity, the partner of their soul ? Does he 
ever proclaim through the circles of gaiety, or the man- 
sions of pleasure, that on such a day he will take from 
them such a number of their votaries, and that, therefore, 
they should consult amongst themselves, whom they 
could best, or more conveniently part with ? Surely, he 
asketh no such questions ; riches and honours have no 
bribes for his insatiable desires; youth or gaiety, or 
health, or beauty, have no power to disarm his severity ; 

Sarents can find no reprieve for their most beloved chil- 
ren ; the most unsullied and undivided affection cannot 
blunt the arrows of his malignaat wrath, nor can the 
mansions of pleasure point out to him the objects best 
suited for his avaricious wishes. No ! without one single 
exception of another's making, he levels his unresisted 
arrow, and all must fall before him — the rich and the 
poor, the old and the young, the gay or the sorrowful. 
With this enenoy there is no parley ; with this foe there 
is no putting oflt, even till to-morrow. This year, or this 
moment f if he says itj thou shiolt die. 

To youy my brethren of our Royal Order, hear, I be- 
seech you, also, the salutary admonition ! I am frequent- 
ly looking forward with a fraternal expectation, to that 
opportunity of annual address, when, through your kind 
partiality, I am enabled to declare to you my sentiments 
respecting masonic reliffion ; but, when I reflect that in 
my small sphere of action, this is the third time within 
a few montiis, that I have been called upon to perform 
the last kind office of fraternal a&ction to one or other 
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of oar departed brethren, I beg you to know tibat I seo- 
flibly feel, and I beg you to feel it also, how very uncer- 
tain is the firmest tenure of human life ; yes, last June, 
our departed brother, whom we now lament, performed 
his utmost, when I called upon him, to relieve the 
fatigues of a fellow-traveller, through the journey of life ; 
vou now see how small a compass in which he, and ail 
his worldly concerns is, as it were, in a moment unex- 
pectedly confined; without activity to relieve, he knows 
our wants ; without the affection of pity, he views our 
tears.^ God Almighty, then, my beloved brethren, God 
Almighty, then, only knows, whether I may preach the 
next anniversary sermon or no ; or if, by his permission, 
my unworthy life should be lengthened out to preach, it 
is only he who knows, who of you may be allowed to 
liear ; this year, says the prophet, to you, to me, to all, 
" This year thou shak dieJ' 

May this, I most earnestly pray, again, respecting vou 
all, may this to us all prove a false prophecy ; but lest 
it should be the last you may hear from me, I have en- 
deavoured, I assure you, to preach it with as much sin- 
cerity and faithfulness, as if it were, indeed, to be my 
last, and I must, therefore, most earnestly entreat of you 
all, that you would hear it, under the same serious and 
divine impressions. Do this, my friends, and then, 
should it be the last, it will give you life in death ; and 
tohould it not, it will sweeten, not embitter ; it will in- 

^ The following address is usually made over the grave of a departed 
brother : — ^ From time immemorial it has been a castom among tne fra- 
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons, at the request of a brother on his 
death-bed, to accompany his corpse to the place of interment, and thim 
to deposit it with certain formalities. In pursuance of this usage, and at 
ifae special request of our departed brother, whose memory we revere, and 
whose loss we deeply deplore, we have assembled, in the character of 
Masons, to resign his body to the earth, whence it came, and to oflfer to 
Ms memory before the world the last tribute of our aflbction, thereby 
-demonstrating the sincerity of our past esteem, and our inviolable 
attachment to the principles of the Order. With proper respect to the 
established custom of the country in which we live ; with due deferenos 
io our superiors in church and state, and witb unlimited good-will to all 
'mankind, we here appear clothed as Masons, and publicly crave leave to 
•exiraB our submission to peace and good government, and our wish to 
contribute to the interests of mankind. Invested with the badge of inno- 
cence, we humbly bow to the Universal Parent, and implore his blessing 
on every zealous endeavour to promote peace and good-will, and pray fer 
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crease, not lesBen ; it will ensure, not shake ; it will estab- 
lish, not weaken any of the joys of life. 

It is only, my beloved brethren, it is only familiarity 
with death that can take away the sting, or in any case 
sweeten its deadly bitters. To put from our remem- 
brance, to banish it from our thoughts, and to keep our- 
selves unaccustomed to its most habitual meditations, is 
giving sharpness to its sword, poison to its sting, and 
tenfold energy to all its most agonizing tortures. Would 
ye, my brethren, participate in any of the real sweets of 
that sprig of cassia, which emblematically we contem- 
plate, as springing from the mangled corpse of our cele- 
brated ancestor in the masonic fraternity.*^ Cultivate 
his constancy and intrepidity against all the threats of 
the masonic foe ; and prove that faithfulness and perse- 
verance in virtue and religion, is the girdle of your 
masonic secrecy. And that, whatever or whoever are 
the ruffians that attack the fortress of masonic virtue^ 
such is your habitual familiarity with this grand enemy 
of all human science, of all human fellowship, of ail 
human connections, that he, i. e. Death, come when he 
will, comes only to perfect masonic science, comes only 
to strengthen and confirm the bands of masonic fellow- 
ship, comes only to complete the glory, and facilitate 
the eternal completion of all masonic connections. 

May God Almighty bless you all, both brethren and 
strangers, may he give you that knowledge which is life 
itself; and when we quit this earthly tabernacle, may 
we all be initiated into the eternal lodge of the everlast- 

^ Symbolical of the immortality of the soal ; which is also inodcated 
in Masonry by the second 8tq> of the theolo^cal ladder, and by tlie ear 
of corn. St Paul says : ^ That which thon sowest is not quickened, ex- 
cept it die." This beaatifnl analogy has been sneered at by some phi- 
loeophists as nnftrue in fact, since the grain does not die. This is true ; 
bat it reqoires little ingenuity to perceiye that the comparison is popu- 
lar, and that the Greek word apomatie is therefore not to be understood 
as expressing^ utter death, but only that uppearance of destruction which 
takes place m the germinating seed. The sense is well expressed by 
Hewlett — ^''That is, the germ or principle of T^table life does not 
spring up in the form of a plant till the external bulk, consisting of the 
lobes or nurinacepus part of the seed, wastes away, and as it periuies, be- 
comsi the appropriate food of the new plant that is springing into lift, 
tUl it is in a state to deacire nutriment from the earth." Sudi is the 
nsometion of the body, as it is inculcated in the third degree of llia- 
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ingly faithful, there to join in tilie song of Hosee and the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. 

PEAYEB. 

Almighty, supreme, and everlasting God ! thou whose 
tender mercies are over all thy works, who wiliest not 
the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all should 
repent and live ! Look down, we beseech thee, with 
tender pity upon us, who are now the humble suppliants 
of thy most compassionate regards ! Thou knowest the 
frailties of all human strength, and if thou withdrawest 
from us thy life-supporting power, we fall into the grave! 
we moulder into dust ! we bid farewell to all below ! none 
can resist that determined period to all human greatness ! 
Father of mercies ; what is man ? We spring up in the 
morning of life, we know not whether we may reach the 
.third hour ! Should we step on the meridian of human 
life, we exceed the period of millions ! And if we reach 
the eleventh hour, snort, short, indeed, is the longest day 
of all human existence ! Impress, gracious Father ! im- 
press upon every heart this solemn check to all human 
stability, "/» the midst of life toe are in deathJ* This year 
thou shalt die ! Prepare us all for that awful change ! 
May we, one and all, this moment, leave the considera- 
tion of all temporary importancies, for the consideration 
of those greater things of eternity ; make every soul be- 
fore thee, serious as death I solemn as the grarDe! May we 
view with the eye of ;Wisdom the trifling greatness of all 
human power ! And may the reality of eternal things 
fill up all the exercise of our immortal souls ! Teach us, 
by thy effectual wisdom, to fix a proper estimate upon all 
below, and from that estimate to fix all our affections on 
things above ! May we be guided through all the diffi- 
culties and dangers of this frail state. May we escape 
all the pollutions of a rebellious age of immorality and 
irreligion, and remain in thv purest sight unspotted from 
the world ! Gracious God ! show us the vanity of dl 
human dependencies ; and may this serious moment be 
indeed the birth-day of the Saviour of mankind in every 
heart. May he at this moment be unto us the great 
glory of the Father's mercy. May he be unto us this 
moment the true love of an affectionate brother, and all 
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the peaee of a reconciling friend ! May he be formed 
in U8 the firm hope of eternal glory, and may his spirit 
of faithfulness and purity brood over every heart, ami 
give unto us the true spirit of all Christian and divine 
affections! Wean us from the world and all worldlv 
concerns ; and as we know not that awful moment which 
may separate us from earth, or earth's best treasures, 
give us the true riches of immortality and eternal life ! 
Sanctify, gracious God ! sanctify to us all the dispensa- 
tions of thy divine providence, and may that important 
lesson of the uncertainty of all human dependencies, be 
seriously impressed upon every mind, which the solemn 
occasion of the present assembling ourselves together, so 
loudly indicates to every heart ! May the aged consider 
that they must die ! May the young, the gay, and the 
giddy, in the solemn instance before them, duly and 
effectually reflect, that this year, this day, nay, that this 
moment, and the silken cord of life may suddenly be cut 
in twain, the soul takes its unretuming flight, and earth 
to earth put a final period to all the best expectancies of 
human greatness. Gracious Father ! fill us with a divine 
and awml sense of thy divine presence. And as we are 
all of us now drawing near the conclusion of one of the 
longest portions of time, and near as we are, that not one 
of us is certain of seeing its last portion, may we learn 
to live a moment at a time, and spend the present as if 
we were sure that it would be the last Take from us 
all hardness of heart, and unbelief of thy holy word, and 
may our minds be fraught with the affections of Christian 
charity, or philanthropic benevolence. Dismiss us at 
this time from thy holy house, with every divine impres- 
sion which thy word and ordinances are calculated to 
inspire. May we keep this holy season of a Saviour's 
birth, with all those purer joys which Christian purity, 
and a Saviour's incarnation, should inspire in every 
bosom. May the rich be instructed in true wisdom, and 
the poor be satisfied with the truest riches ; may the 
aged rejoice in the solemnities of true Christmas merri- 
ment, and the young be old in a Jesus' birth. We beg 
all for the merits, and through the satisfaction of that 
sacrifice, which heaved the mountain from a guilty world, 
which bid the dead revive, and reconciled fallen nature 
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to nftture's purer God. We beg all through the meriti, 
and for the sake of that Jesim, who, as at this season, 
left his Father's honse, became incarnate, and died an 
accursed death ft>r us men, and for our salyation. To 
whom, as is most due, be praise everlasting. Amen. 



SERMON IX. 
THE TBUB OHABAOTEB OF A MASON. 

PBBACHED A7 aRAYESBND, MAT 28, 1798, AT THB ANNI* 
VBB8AB.Y PBOYINCIAL aEAND LODOB FOR THB COUNTT 
OF KBNT. 

*' / oho will show mine opinion.** 

Job xxzii., 10. 

Etbb since I have had the honour of meeting this as- 
aembly, and leading, under the direction of our worthy 
superior, the devotion of this our annual and masonic 
meeting, I have felt two peculiar points of the ministerial 
function press themselves verv lorciblv upon my mind, 
as very particularly the incumbent duties of the day. 

First, that of endeavouring, according to the best of 
my poor abilities, to remove from the mind of all those 
strangers who honour us with their presence upon these 
occasions, some part, at least, of those various prejudices 
against our royal Order, which naturally attach them- 
selves to the uninformed, concerning any system, order, 
or society what^ever.^ 

> An muikiiid are inclined to be captioqs, and to object to the genial 

ration of anything which, they do not perfectly nnderatand. How 
are we to account for the existence of all the abenrd opinions which 
aie afloat rejecting the means of salvation ; and particularly, for infidelity 
and atheism f The infidel wil} object as strongly affainst Christianity as 
the caviller does agamst Masonry. Yet they both oontinne their qniet 
walk of benevolence and charity, undisturbed by the passing slander, 
which makes no more impression on either of them than the waft of an 
insect's wing on the gigantic oak. Persecution has always strengthened 
the cause it would &rtroy, and new attacks are but the harbin£[ers of 
renewed prosperity. Freonasonry, the handmaid of reli^on, is, m our 
own times, menaoed by religious professors ; and this is an eflbctoal 
antidote to lukewannneBs on tne one hand, and neglect on the other; aoA 
the Order is sure to derive enential braefiti firom the attack. 
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And, secondly, that of endeavouring to warn, admonish, 
and advise my brethren, that they would, by their good 
conversation in the world, aid and assist me in that first 
duty, by so letting their masonic light shine before men, 
that others, seeing their good works, and hearing their 
good conversation, which are the only true effects of 
masonic light, might honour that society, which in aid 
of the Christian religion, I scruple not to say, before 
God or man, is highly calculated to make every member 
of its social, sacred compact, much wiser, much better, 
and consequently much happier, than he is ever likely 
to be, separated from it.' '* An increase of wisdom and 
goodness, must be an increase of happiness." Further, 
to the performance of both these duties, I must observe, 
that I never felt a stspnger impression than I have during 
the time I have been looking forward for the happy mo- 
ment of this our present meeting.* And for which im- 
i)ression I answer by the assignment of the two or three 
bllowing reasons ; and which reasons, I hope, will not 
only operate as an excuse for my own zeal, in showing 
vou, particularly at this time, mine opinion ; but, I also 
hope, they will unitedly operate as a stimulus to mv 
brethren, to prove to the world about them, the truth 
and reality of that mine opinion, which, I am sure, must 
be their oum.^ 

My first reason, which I give for this impression, is, 
that such is the complexion of the times, that GFod only 
knows, whether our national affairs will ever again admit 
so numerous an assembly to meet, unsuspected and unin- 

* A very ezoeUent obaervalioiii meriting the atteDtion of all who are 
Masons, and all who are not Why are lessons of piety delivered from 
the Cbristiaa pulpit ? Is it not to ameliorate the heart iad enlighten the 
understanding, that man may perform his daty to God, his neighbour, 
and himself, and secure the salyation of his soul ? Why are precepts of 
virtue enforced by the moralist? Is it not to make men wiser and better? 
If; then, lessons of piety and precepts of virtue are calculated to produos 
a beneficial change in the nature of man, why are not the same results 
admitted to flow from the benevolent moral lectures of an Order, whose 
foundation is charity, whose shaft is faith, and whose capital is hope ; 
which enforces the four cardinal virtues, and teaches its anxious votanee 
the lessons of virtue, honour, and mercy — ^brotherly love, relief, and truth? 

* That the most essential benefits will result fh>m the pure jMractke of 
Masonry, must be the opinion of every candid and rightininded person. 
And those who think proper to oppose it, are expressing seatimenti which 
do not really exist in their hearts. 
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terrupted, as we do in the present moment. We there* 
fore ought, as a society, thoroughly to examine ourselves, 
and each other, and see that there is nothing amiss 
amongst us, which may help, either to provoke the Al- 
migh^ to give up our nation to such punishments and 
calamities, as for such a society as ours not to meet with- 
out interruption, or to give government any reason to 
suspect us as unworthy the high privilege we now enjoy, 
of assembling ourselves together, none daring to make 
us afraid.^ 

My second reason for the afore-mentioned impression 
is, that, since I met you last upon this our provincial 
business, a book has been published in this country^ 
(and it has been read with some degree of avidity by the 
enemies, or rather by those who have some suspicions 
concerning our royal Order), in which book the author 
has been zealous to prove (and I must say he has won- 
derfully, and, I think, incontrovertibly succeeded in the 
attempt) in which, I say, he has been zealous to prove, 
that upon the Continent a set of wicked^ uwodly^ design^ 
ing9 and hUuphemxnu infideU, have concealea themselves 
and their wicked designs under ihe cloak of Masonry f 

^ This sennoD was preached in the very vear when Barroel had de- 
noonoed Freemasonry as a sect "which senos forth its l^ions rather to 
shiyer the sceptre than to fight the power ; which has not promised to its 
adepts the crowns of princes, kin^, and emperors, but has reaoired and 
bound those adepts by an oath to destroy them all. The lists oi proscrip- 
tion, &tal to the prince and to so many of his sabjects, the deserted viUaffea, 
1^, in a word, will long be the vonchers of those fiEttal lamp-posts, of that 
insatiable guillotine, of those legislative executioners supported by bands 
of assassins." (Hist. Jac. vol. i. p. 10, 12.) Well, therefore, mi^ht our 
pious and good Bro. Inwood call upon the iratemit^ to be particularly 
circumspect, both in their words and actions, at a period which produced 
such horrible ravages, and such a reckless waste of human life, altiiongh 
not by the agencv of Freemasonry. 

• Bobison's " Proofs of a Conspiracy." 

^ Bobison describes them as the lUvminati, an order which " was said 
to aUure Christianity, and to refuse admission into the higher d^^rees to 
idl who adhered to any of the three confessions. Sensual pleasures were 
restored to the rank they held in the Epicurean philosophy. Self-murder 
was Justified on stoical principles. In the lodges, death was declared an 
eternal sleep ; patriotism and loyalty were culed narrow-minded pr(|ju- 
dioes, and incompatible with umveraad benevolence ; continual declama- 
tions were made on liberty and equality as the unalienable rights of man." 
(Proo&, p. 106.) Any one who is at all acquainted with the nature of 
Freemascmry, will see at once that the above principles are alien to the 
Order, which is fatal to the whole coarse of this author's argomeots. 
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and thereby have, without interruption, effected that 
abominable* revolation^ which has had its beginning in 
France, and which is now taking its unmolested progress 
from one end of the Continent to the otherJ 

Now, my friends, by the success of this autibor, in so 
well proving what he has endeavoured to prove, respect- 
ing the revolutions of the powers upon the Continent, 
taking their rise, and their perfection also, amongst the 
Masons upon the Continent, there hath risen in this coun- 
try — ^I say, there bath risen in this country, amongst 
those who know us not, a suspicion, however unworthy 
I will not take upon me at this time to say such a suspi- 
cion may be, there hath risen a suspicion of the same 
kind respecting the Masons of this country." Doth it 
not, then, behove every Mason, upon every occasion, and 
especially upon every public occoMwn^ to endeavour, both 
in word and action, to remove that suspicion ? Surely it 
does! I therefore conscientiously stand forth at this 
time and declare, both to those who have read him, and 
to those who have not read him, that the author of that 
book podtively and unequivocally clears us. Masons, in 
this country of any such intentions. And he likewise as 
clearly proves that the Masonry which we profess and 
propagate contains neither principle, plan, nor intention, 
of any such diabolical purpose. And m the sequel of my 
discourse I shall endeavour to join him in this opinion, 
and prove that the science of Masonry in this country 
cannot lawfully admit, much less can it ever encourage 

T In his postscript, however, BobisoD acquits the English Masons of 
all disloyalty. He says—'* In Britain, the brethren have new soqiected 
that its principles were seditious or atheistical. While the Freemasonry 
of the Continent was tricked up with all the frippery of stars and rib- 
bons, or was perverted to the most profligate and impious purposes, and 
the lod^ became seminaries of fopjjery, sedition, and impiety, it has re- 
tained m Britain its original form, simple and unadorned, and the lod^ 
have remained the scenes of innocent merriment, or meetings of dutfity 
and benevolence." (Proob, p. 538.) 

" Time, however, has proved that this suspicion had no foundation in 
fitct. Masonrv has risen from the ordeal pure as the drivw snow — as 
she always will do — because her practices do not embrace a single evil 
principle. Perfection in an human institution is unattainable ; but Free- 
masonry approaches it as nearly as any establishment of fallible mortals 
san do. And this was virtually acknowledged by our legislature, when 
an act was passed exempting the fraternity from the pensltles impottd 
on every other secret institution. 
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either any member or any opinion that is irreligipus, imr 
pious, or at all disaffected to our church, to our king, or 
to our constitution.' 

A third and last reason which I assign for this im*- 
pression is, that I ka^e heard, and I have seen, some who 
pretended to be Masons, in some unwary moments talk 
unadvisedly with their lips, and act unfaithfully in and 
about their religion, their morals, and their politics.^* It 
is, therefore, my first and last wish, to be always found 
in the duty of detecting all such defective characters to 
every stranger, and thereby also to assure them that 
these are not Masons, at least that they are neither good* 
nor wise, nor prudent Masons. No, my firiends, give me 
leave to assure you that an ungodly man cannot be a 
Mason ; an immoral man cannot be a Mason ; a bad, an 
unfaithful, and a disaffected citizen cannot be a Mason* 
any more than there can be a lying, a swearing, a drunk- 
en, a sabbath-breaking, a defrauding, or an uncharitable 
Christian. He is not a Jew who is one outwardly in 

It waa one of the most ancient charges of MaaovT^^ 

Now, 7 pray yow. take good hede, 

For thys ye most keone nede, 

But muohe more ye moate wytcn, 

Thenne ve fynden her y-wryteo, 

Yef the fayle therto wytte 

Pray to God to tende the bytte t 

For Crist hymielf, he techel out 

That holy chnrche ye Goddee hona, 

That TB y-mad for DothTDffe eUoa, 

Bnt for to pray yn, as the Dok tellnt ; 

Ther the pepnl schal ffednr ynne, 

To prav uid wepe for here synne. 

Loke toon come not to ehnrohe late, 

For to speke harlotry by the gate ; 

Themie to churche when thou dost fare, 

Haye yn thy mynde ever mare. 

To worschepe tby Lord God botfae day and ny|dit« 

With aUe thy wyttes» and eke thy rny^t 

^ Bro. Hosenbeth says very truly — '* In Freemasonry no evil can pos- 
sibly be indulged against the existing reli^on of the state, be it what it 
may, and mnch less to the state by which Masons are protected ; for daty 
to Qod, according to our own private religions education, and strict obe- 
dience to our superiors, being the foundation of our society, we must for- 
ever be considered a separate society from many modern secret societiet, 
who hold their conventicles under the masonic name of lodges, and with 
whom our fraternity have no connection, and who, not beinff sanctioned 
by the state, incur a heavy penalty for meeting in secret. Of tiiese the 
most dangerous are the Ilfuminati, and the PoUsh and Italian Carbonari^ 
who are merely political bodies, and are dispersed, without a hooae or 
home, over every quarter of the globe." 
12 
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name, nor is that cireuiucision which is outward Id the 
flesh ; but he is a Jew who is one iawardly, and circum- 
cision is that of the heart. 

For the clearing away prejudice, therefore, from the 
stranger's mind, and for the best intended admonition of 
all those of my brethren who need it, I will now very 
briefly show you mine opinion what Masonry w, 4ind what 
every Mason ought to be;^^ or, I scruple not to assert, either 
in the court or in the cottage, in the city or in the vil- 
lage, in the church or in the house, before the king or the 
people, the prince or the peasant — I scruple not to assert, 
he deserves the name of Mason no more than Judas, who 
betrayed his Master, deserved to be called a Christian; 
nay, he deserves the name of Mason no more than Pilate, 
who delivered the just and holy Jesus to be crucified, 
deserved to be called a Christian ; nay, he deserves the 
name of Mason no more than the soldiers who buffetted, 
spit upon, crucified the Saviour of the world, deserved 
the name of Christians in all the acts of their varied 
cruelly. 

From this beginning, I presume all who are strangers 
to my preaching will prepare themselves for a language 
that is plain, homely, and searching ; while those who 
have heard me before, I trust, had no other reason but to 



" ** The bond of masonic affection/' says the Editor of the " Freemar 
tons* Quarterly Beview" fl836), " is not an iron oestos coercing within 
ite oinctore, but Uie genial and simple wreath of manly dignity, on which 
is inscribed the wora honoub, a wreath attainable by aJJ, save by him 
who lacks the inner light to see its beauty, and who wants the sense to 
perceive and garner up its sweetness. The participation in these pecu- 
liar moral advantages is what no other society can offer ; it is the neutral 
ground, which has oeen so clearly and beautifully illustrated by one of 
our distinguished brethren. Where else can the spot be marked — where 
else can the opponent in discussions which so frequently threaten a vd- 
canic eruption m nations, and which so often entirely dissolve firiendships 
in common life, feel the force of forbearance— where else can the enthu- 
siast in the religion he honestly believes to be the best mode of address- 
ing the throne of grace, but who, in the very warmth of that enthusiaon, 
denies the dissentient from his mode an equal hope, and thereby impairs 
the only moral beauty his own prayer possesses — where else can he feel 
the chastening inspiration — ^where is the neutral ground in which men, in 
other respects the most estimable, can meet together ; aud thus meeting 
together soften, by the kindlier impulses of their happier moments, the 
asperities which in other meetings have only tended still further to divide 
them? Oh I Freemasonry, why is not thy influence as universal as are 
all thy principles T" 
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cx>me ready prepared for the same. No, my aim in this 
sacred place, u «., the temple of the living God, shall 
always be more to profit than to please ; to improve, 
more than to delight. For, my beloved hearers, I not 
only covet your friendship to-day, but I covet your affec- 
tions to eternity. And as a minister of God, whether 
here or elsewhere, I hope I shall always have my views 
beyond the short and transitory scenes of human life. 

First, then, I assert it as mine opinion^ that Masonry is 
the excellency of Christianity ; and that every Mason iSf 
if he is in reality a Mason, a true Christian ;" or, at least, 
he is in reality truly religious, according to his profes* 
sion, whether he be Jew or Christian.^ In this part of 
my subject I shall be very plain, because I mean to join 
two characteristical traits in one, viz., that the good Ma- 
son exercises the excellencies of religion, both towards 
God and towards man ; or, in other words, I mean to 
say, without any other division, that he fears and obeys 
God ; he loves and serves his fellow-creatures. First, I 
would observe, then, that Masonry naturally teaches the 
fear of God ; and therefore every Mason, who is taught 
as a Mason, fears and obeys God.^^ 

I own, my friends, with this plain and close subject 
before me, I almost tremble for the popularity of the 
day. But what can I say? Shall I not riffhtly judge 
that conscience is still more valuable than all the dying 
trophies of human praise ? Surely it is. I therefore set 
out with observing, that if the Mason fears God he must 

" Oar worthy brother inteDds to intimate that masonic morality coin- 
cides with that of the gospel more than with the morality of any otiier 
religion. And it is an observation well adapted to the lectures which 
were used at that period. 

^ The pure morality of Masonry is open to the profession and practice 
of every religion which acknowledges the one true God. Pope says : — 

^ For modes of faith let graoelees sealoti fifffat, 
His can't be wrong whoee life ie in the right." 

"At a meeting of the lodge, No. 4, Ireland, 1836, the Bev. Bro. Bir- 
mingham expresMd his approbation of the above sentiment ; and he pro- 
nounced his surprise that the Christian principles of the Order were not 
inculcated by every government ; acting, as they would, as a holy balm 
to heal the wounds and calm the feverish excitation of a distracted peo- 
ple ; for what did he then see around him, but men of every political and 
religious creed, enjoying the feast of reason and the flow of soul, in a 
league of fraternal union, cemented in what might be emphatically termed 
a temple of peace and concord. 



J 
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believe God. I thus argue if; we fear Qod we come to 
him, and Scripture saitb, he who cometk to God must believe 
that he is. Here, ray friends, English Masonry and the 
English Mason take their first step of dissention and dif- 
ference from all those whom the author, which I at first 
noticed, accused as the instigators of the whole of that 
misery which the world endures in the present revolu- 
tionary insania ; and perhai>s it may not ne impertinent 
to say that from this beginning was the cause of all this 
misery.^ Yes, human pride conquered human wisdom ; 
and then proud man began to say, ^' there shall be no 
Qod ;'* hence I believe is derived, and is what was really 
meant by the fashionable word equality, there shaU he 
no Qod. But, difiering from this, the first initiation of 
an English Mason is always in the name of God, and of 
one of his holy Evangelists ;^ and the idea of this same 

** An excelleot instanoe of this is given by Bro. O'Ryaa in his pam- 
phlet on *' Freemasonry opposed to intolerance/' dedicated to that cele- 
brated and worthy Mason, Michael Furnell, Esq., P. G. M. for North 
Mnnster. He asks, ** Is there a man who will not admit that there are 
individoals whom he esteems and respects, whose opinions do not accord 
with his own on subjects of government or speculative points of doc- 
trine ? If there be, so far from denrecating, I would court his hostility ; 
but to any resilly liberal and enligntened man who desires to see his fel- 
tow-men eetually practice that charity which all Christians theoreticaUy 
profess, I would point to the social circle of Freemasonry, as one within 
whose circumfb«noe bigotiy has no home, and strife finds no resting- 
place — ^where Protestant, Catholic, whi^, tory, radical, and repealer 
become amalgamated under the name of Bbothsb. For instance. At 
a TCoant meeting of the Lodgre No. 208, Nenagh, two visiting brethren 
of rank sat at the social boara, and met, not with that frigid and hollow 
courtesy which the conventional forms of society can exact fhnn gentle- 
men, even thouj^h they be opponents, but with that warm and flratenisl 
regfixd with which Freemasonry inspires its votaries. Theas were Nicho- 
liis Maher, the Repeal Member of Parliament for Tinperary, and Pon- 
aonby Barker, the Conservative High Sheriflf; both men deaorvedly 
respected in private life ; and the Master of the lodse was a man whose 
name I remember from my earliest years as one identified with every 
struggle of the popular party for extension of their privileffes — OBrien 
Dillon. This is but one out of many examples whicn could be adduced 
of the salutary influence of Freemasonrv in dissipating the prejudices of 
partisanship ; yet this is the system which our opponents say is repug- 
aant to ftiith and subversive of morals.'^ 

^ The Editor has recently pnblished a work on the introduction of the 
Bvangelists into Freemasonrv; and that he may not compromise its 
eflbet by any remarks here, he will merely quote a passage from Dr. 
Mackev's Lexicon. The author says that, '* anciently masonic lodges 
were dedicated to King Solomon, but at present Christian lodges are 
dedicated to St John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; and in 
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God and all his perfections, continues io pervade every 
step of English Masonry. And as we rise in science in 
the Order of true Masonry, we as necessarily rise in all 
true religion ; for we have no increase of any know* 
ledge without at the same time receiving an increase of 
the knowledge of God. Kor is this the only step of 
advance in the knowledge of God in every advancing 
step of English Masonry. No, in all its institutions, la 
all its rules, and in all its orders, its candidates are not 
only every moment instructed and advanced in the know- 
ledge of the being and existence of a God, but we are 
also taught, not om^ that he is, but that he is a rewarder 
of all them who diligently seek him ; therefore we are 
not only taught to know him, but to love him. Yes, the 
secrets of Masonry, properly attended to, are the secrets 
of the Lord ; and as we travel from the west to the east, 
and in that our pious journey survey from the north to 
the south, the English lodge has no point, has no comer, 
has neither foundation nor summit, where God is not 
recognized and had recourse to, in all his holy perfec- 
tions.^'' 

Believe me, my friends, the Master who is without reli- 
gion must talk a language foreign to his heart; the 
pedestal in a Masons' lodge is always unfnmished with- 
out that Book of books, of which God is its only author ; 
and the jewels, both moveable and immoveable, have no 
significant reference, but as they refer you to Him, who 
is the author of all things, who is the giver of every good 
and perfect gift, whose hands are open to supply your 
every want, and who alone is the source of everv Mason's 
hope." Do we look in an English lodge from the surface 

evei7 well-rmilated lodge there is exhibited a certain point within a 
circle, emboraered by two perpendicular lines, which represent these two 
saints. In those English lodges which have ad<mted the Union srstein 
of work, the lines pcurallel represent Moses and Solomon. This ohanoe 
was adopted by the Grand Lodge of England in 1615, to obviate the 
chaige of sectarianism. I cannot, however, think that we wodtBt oor- 
sdves amenable to this charge by a dedication to the above saints; 
since it is made to them not as Christians, bnt as eminent Masons ; not 
as saints, bnt as pions and good men ; not as teachers of religion, bat as 
bright exemplars of all those virtaes which Masons are tanght to reve- 
rence and practise." 

^' Can tnere be a dearer or more satis&ctovy answer to those who 
contend tint Masonry is a system of infidelity? 

» The Jewels inclade <«a beantiftd system of morality, ve&ed in aHe- 
gory and ilhutrated by eymbois." 
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to the centre ? High as the heavens we behold Him who 
manageth all creation in the exercise of his wisdom and 
power. Deeper than hell, we see Him carrying on 
redemption, beyond the narrow limits of all human phi- 
lanthropy, saving not only a part but the whole. Saying 
unto Death, I wm be thy plague — ^removing the stin^ oi 
death. Saying unto Hell, I will be thy destruction; 
breaking all its massive doors, and setting its despairing 
prisoners fVee. Look we from the north to the south, or 
vice verm^ we see the seasons roll their usual round of 
uninterrupted variety. Forth comes smiling spring, in 
all her tender softness — the fostering sun, the moistening 
shower, and all the pleasing promises of plenty. Next 
shoots the summer's sun with full perfection, to bless the 
ripening year ; which autumn, witn her full fed fatness, 
showers upon the earth for man's enjoyment ; and even 
when surly winter blows, we lose its essence of intention, 
if, even in that inclement moment, we ever lose sight of 
a God of love." 

Thus stands and thus is furnished a Masons' lodge ; the 
God of creation, the God of providence, and the God of 
grace, rises in the east to shine upon her with glory ;^ 
retires into (not from) the west, and blesses her with his 
presence. He stretches his arms of love from north to 
south, and calls her his own beloved ; and in all his dis- 
pensations, in the exercise of all his perfections, and in 
the manifestation of all his graces, gives to every enauir- 
ing individual an experimental knowledge of himselt. 

The knowledge of Masonry, then, is, in this instance, 
certainly the knowledge of the eternal God, as the Gk>d 
of creation and providence ; it is also the knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as the God of redemption ;^ and 

>9 This 18 a beantifnl illustration of that passage in the lectures which 
deBcribes the form of a lodge as an oblong square, in length between the 
east and the west ; in breadth between the north and the south ; in dq)th 
from the surfiM» to. the centre, and in heightfrom the earth to the heaven. 

^ As the Daj Star of Redemption rose in the same quarter. 

*^ So says Bro. Percv, the P. G. Chaplain for Dorsetshire, in his ez- 
oallent sermon before the P. G. Lodge, m 1842. These are his words. 
" The Speculatiye, or Free and Accepted Mason, will trace with a ftdtb- 
ftQ hand, and rely with a believinf neart, on the sure foundation, wMdl 
is Jesus Christ. He will see in t£e volume of the Sacred Law the pas- 
sages of scripture traced by the divine spirit in the plain but beanofnl 
qrmbols of operative Masonrv. He will treasure them up in his heart, 
ioA, Mdng their faXk force aad beanty, win avail himnlf (tf dvery oppor- 
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far from aaoribing creation to a concuitous adhesion of 
matter, we believe in a God creating all things ; far from 
ascribing the wonderful mysteries of providence to the 
blindness of fate and chance, we believe in a God order* 
ing all things both in heaven and in earth. Far from 
crying out with the fashionable infidel of the continental 
revolutionary system, crush the wretch ; t. «., destroy the 
name of Jesus, with all his system of religions in the 
world, we, in all the steps of English masonic advance* 
ment, cry, *' Hosannah to the Son of God, blessed is he 
who cometh in the name of the Lord ; hosannah in the 
highest."" 

Masonry— English Masonry — ^is, then, the excellency 
of the fear of God ; the Masons' lodge is the school of 
Christ, to all who wish to learn his discipline ; and every 
Mason must, according to his sincerity in the mystic art, 
fear and obey that God, and only that God, who made 
him, who redeemed him, and who every moment pro* 
videth for him.^ Farther, in declaring to you mine opin* 

tonity of showing his brethren how highly he values them, and of restmff 
his liopes of happiness hereafter on Christ the only sore foundation. He 
knows that, as the Holy Bible is ever open in the lodge for the mritoal 
instruction of the brethren, to neglect the studv of it would be fmBsmre 
to its Almighty Author, and therefore he reaos it with reverence ; relies 
8ecm«ly on its promises— making Christ Jesus his hope, his Joy, and his 
strong salvation." 

** I copv a passaffe from an excellent work, called the " Patriotic 
Pamphlet,'^' published at the time, which bears a reference to the abova 
eentiments. The writer, speaking of popular demago^es, says : '' Thev 
pretend to amuse you with the discussion of abstract righlB, or witii ieal- 
culations about pensions and public fimds. This is merely to dupe and 
delude you. They want to get you to shed your blood for the purpose of 
raising them to power, and they well know that no calculation of inter- 
est can make you do this ; that nothing can make you do it but violent 
and habitual passion ; and therefore tiieir one sole and constant aim is to 
corrupt your minds and inflame vour passions. The source of all good Is 
reliffion. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. If you fear 
God yon will honour Uie king. Upon the pkn of these wretches, there- 
fore, religion must first be rooted out of your mind ; your ears must be 
accustomed to blasphemy ; you must be taiu^ht to laneh at the Holy 
Scriptures, and to find nothing but what is ridiculous in forms of divine 
service. At last—I shudder while I write itr-you are to be instructad 
to call God himself a tyrant ! And this in societies professedly instituted 
to improve your state and condition in a Christian country." 

* '1^ IB an excellent definition of the intent of Mas(mrv. A belief In 
God is enforced during the initiations ; and no such belief can be efiteft* 
cioos, exoept it be coupled with an acknowledgment of the atonenMnt dt 
Christ 
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ion, I mean alio to aasert, that the true English Mason 
IB not only instructed in all those principles and senti- 
ments which lead him to fear and ooey his Ood, but he 
also manifests in all his conduct the most constant and 
substantial proof of the reality of this his love to God, by 
the love he exercises towards his fellow-creatures. His 
conduct towards his fellow-creatures, if he goes on in his 
masonic improvement, tallies in a direct parallel with his 
duty to his God.^ His heart is well affected with awful 
reverence towards the former, with sincerity and afiec- 
tion towards the latter. His tongue utters nought 
respecting either, but what may justly be expected to 
flow from those same sentiments. Hence he takes not 
the name of the One in vain, nor does he defiaune the 
character of the other. He speaks not blasphemously of 
his God, nor does, he wantonly slander his neighbour. 
With him praise continually waiteth for God in Zion, 
and with him the character of his fellow-creatures is 
always sacred, always unsullied. In the dedication of 
his time he has regard to all God's commandments and 
the advice of all God's servants. He spends a portion of 
each day, and the seventh of each week to tbe nonour of 
his Maker's name ; and thus fervent in spirit, he maketh 
his election sure, working out his salvation vTith fear and 
trembling. The rest of his time he wisely portions out 
for his own and his famil} 's welfare ; reserving a due por- 
tion of the fruits of his laborious hours, to give, or to 
1)urchase from others, instruction for the ignorant, clothes 
!or the naked, bread for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, 
physic for the sick, consolation for the afflicted, and com- 
Ibit for the distressed.^ The voice of distressed infancy in 

^ The fisaeneB recommended the same practioe. ** The three fonda- 
mental muims of their morality aie, the love of God, of Tirtoe, and ihax 
aeii^hboar. They demonstrate their love of Ood in a constant chastity 
throoghoat their lives, in a {[leat aversion to swearioff and lying, and in 
alttribotinff everrthinff that is good to God, never nu£ing him the author 
of evii They snow tibeir love to virtae by disinterestedlness, by a dislike 
of glory and ambition, by renonncing pleasure, by contineoce, patience^ 
and sin^city ; by b^ng easUy contented, and by mortification, modesty, 
reofdci £»r the laws, constancy, and other virtues. Lastly, their love to 
their neighbour appears in their liberality, in the eouihr of their oondact 
towanla all, and in their community of fortunes.'' (Taylor's Oalmet, in v. 



* The Mason is carefully instrueted respeodng the due apportionineiit 
of his time, in the lodge lectures. He is there taught that the tvanly- 
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uneonfined melody resounds his name ; and the widow's 
tears of joy inscribe his praises. Indeed he knows of no 
sorrow in the cup of another, but his compassion soon 
makes him a partaker ; for with a Christian sympathy he 
weeps with all who weep ; he knows of no joy in the 
heart of another but his affection makes him also a par- 
taker; he envies no one his prosperity, but heartily 
rejoices with those who do rejoice. Thus in the church, 
and in all the duties of religion he is a pillar indeed. He 
is exemplary in his piety, perseveringiy constant in his 
devotions; nor does the sword of persecution, the cares 
or pleasures of the world, the laughter of fools, or the 
ridicule of infidelity, move him from his God, or deter 
him from his public or his private duty. In his neigh- 
bourhood his example is copied, and his name and char- 
acter are proverbial. Those who are younger venerate 
him ; his companions love him ; his superiors extol him. 
In his family he is high without severity, and condescend- 
ing vnthout meanness ; his commands are gentle indeed 
— his wishes are bis commands ; for all are equally ready 
to answer his desires. To his wife he is the tender hus- 
band, not the usurping lord ; to his children he is the 
kind, the providential rather, not the domineering tyrant ; 
to his servants he is equally the friend as the superior. 
Thus ruling, he is obeyed with cheerfulness ; and thus 
his home, whether a cottage or a palace, is, while he is 
present, the habitation of peace ; when there, he leaves it 
with reluctance, and when absent, his return is expected 
with a pleasing avidity.^ 

four IeicIi goaffo is emblematical of the tweoty-foar boon of tlie daj, 
which, being mvided into three equal parts, indicate that, he OQffht to 
give eight hours to labour, eight hoars to the seryice of Qod and his oreth- 
ren, and eight to refreshment and zest. William of Malmesbnry tells 
OS that this was the method adopted by King Alfred for the proper em- 
pl^ment of his time. 

« This picture of a good Mason is not overcharged ; and its promnl- 
gation was peculiarly adapted to the unhappy times in wluch this sermon 
was. delivered, when every wild speculation in religion and politics was 
received with aviditv, and every aversion on the character of Freema- 
sonry was hailed witn loud oongratwtioBS ;-— when Paine openly taught 
the horrid doctrines of infidelity to God and insubordination to the pow- 
ers that be ; which made his name so popular with a certain class of 
Knglishmen as to draw from a learned uid pious prdate this ssvere 
thcragh just castunition. *' Ton close your observations in the following 
manwr :—*ShauM the BtbU and TesUaneni her^qfter fall, U is notlthai 
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This short sketch is my opinion of what all the prin* 
ciples of Masonry, that I have ever heard of, are calcu- 
lated to produce in every member of the society who 
makes the proper use of them, as a Christian, as a nei^h- 
bopr, as the head of a family. His religion is the religion 
of Jesus, truly spiritual in its nature, and in its efiects, 
unlike the hypocrite, its productions are, if there is any 
difference, much better than its outside profession ; its 
fruits exceed, both in quantity and quality, its leaves or 
its blossoms.^ He looks not to human opinion or human 
judgment for his praises or his rewards. He looks not 
to the present moment for the good or bad decision of 
those actions which he performs, not with an eye to 
human commendation, but with a more future and a 
more extensive view— namely, a view to the decision of 
him who judges not as man judges, according to out- 
ward appearance, but who judges from, or according to, 
the intentions of the heart. Hence, though he may often 
fail in his just expectation of human approbation, he never 
fails finally of what he is infinitely more anxious to obtain, 
i. e. the approbation of his heavenly Fathei^ into whose 
hands, however imperfect his endeavours may be, accord- 
ing to the standard of divine periection, he never fears 



have been the occasion.* Toa look, I thinki upon your prodnction with » 
parent's Partial eve, when yOa speak of it in sacn a style of 8df-<iompla- 
oencj. The Bible, sir, has withstood the learning of JPorphyry, and the 
power of JoUan, to say nothing of the Manichean Fanstos; — ^it has 
resisted the genins of Bofinffbroke, and the wit of Voltaire, to say nothing 
of a numerous herd of inferior assailants — and it will not fall by your 
force. Yon have barbed anew the blunted arrows of former adyeraaries ; 
you have feathered them with blasphemy and ridicule ; dipped them in 
your deadliest poison ; aimed them with your utmost skiu ; shot them 
against the shield of fiuth with your utmost vigour ; but, like the feebto 
javelin of aged Priam, they will scarcely reach the mark, and will &I1 to 
the ground without a stroke." (Watson's Apology. Letter 9.) 

^f " It should ever be borne in mind," says the Grand Master of Ten- 
oessee, *' that Freemasonry is amoral institution, founded upon the great 
truths contained in the Sacred Yolume— that volume whicm we all pro- 
fess to recognize as the rule of our practice, and the guide of our faith ; 
tfiat its value consists, not in its ritte and ceremonies, but in the moral 
duties it prescribes, and in that universal language which is understood 
in every civilised nation. Every degree prescribes some duty to be per- 
formed, some error to be avoided, some vice to be shunned, and when the 
rules of the Order are &ithfnlly observed, they are a sure foundation of 
tranquillity amidst the various and multiplied disappointments to whldi 
we are all exposed in a journey through hfe." 
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to deposit his character and his expectations ; for he is 
very certain that he who knows his imperfections, is in 
no case untouched with the feelings of his infirmities, 
and will consequently judge more from his sincerity than 
his perfection, and reward more from the standard of his 

Eious intentions, than the consequences of his actions, 
[ence, his mind is stayed in perfect peace, for though 
all should condemn him, his God will never condemn 
him ; though all should forsake him, his God will never 
forsake him. Thus, with a confidence unshaken by all 
human, insincerity, he trusteth in his God, fulfils his 
heavenly Father's will, and looks to eternity for his 
reward." 

We have now one more question to ask, and we shall 
then readily leave the defence of Masonry to the candour 
of the public. If the principles of Masonry, as I have 
already averred they do, solely tend to produce the char* 
acter which I have already described — namely, the good 
Christian, the good neighbour, and the good nead of the 
family, pray what kind of a citizen do vou expect such 
a science, such a study, such a principle will produce ; 
or, in other words, what think you win be the political 
principles of such a man P Will he who loves and fears 

^ Such woald be the face of things amongst as now, as far as could be 
expected in this state of imperfection, if the religion of Jesus were firmly 
believed and duly considered, and men would be more generally persuaded 
to ffive up tbemsdves to its divine conduct. This would render persons 
in high stations signally useful to the public, and ornaments as well as 
supports to their country. And at the same time, sobriety, industry, 
temperance, and good order, would snread among the body of the peo- 
ple. Nor would true bravery and fortitude be wanting; for though 
superstition tendeth to produce mean and unmanly fears, true religion, 
and a steady belief of a wise and righteous Providence, hath a tendency 
to fcHTtiiy and establish the mind, and to produce a real courage and 
greatness of soul, which will enable a man to meet death with a cahn in- 
trepidity, in a noble and just cause, and stand the shock of the greatest 
terrors. (Leland's Deism, vol. ii. p. 464.) 

* The general principles of Masonry eschews politics ; but in those 
times everything savoured of them. An universal suspicion existed 
amongst all ranks and descriptions of men, ttom the peer to the peasant ; 
•nd it was not unbecoming m Freemasonry to disavow all participation 
in the wild and unholy ^emes of those eventful times, when treason 
was veiled under specious forms, and French spies walked abroad in 
open day ; when a member of parliament could say, in his place in the 
House, " that the people were much discontented, but that it was the 
pen of Mr. Paine, and the sword of (General Dumourier, that were the 
real instigators of those <&coDtent8. I am sure that no gentleman on 
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his God, believes he receives all his comforts from his 

Erovidence, and looks to his mercy and his grace for all 
e hopes, both here and hereafter, to enjoj ; will such a 
man, I ask you, be likely to join issue with those who 
deny the existence of this same God, and who scoff at all 
future hopes, both of religion and eternity ? Will the 
man who so loves his fellow-creature as to weep in all 
bis sorrow, and rejoice in all his comforts, join issue with 
the plunderers of the world, and help to bring those into 
our country who would delight to blast our every enjo]^- 
ment ? Would he who loves his wife and children, his 
friends and his relations, join issue to bring murderers 
into his country, into his neighbourhood, into his house ? 
I suppose not. My friends, hear me these last few words, 
they may probably be the last I may ever have the op- 

Eortunity of speaking in your presence. First, strangers, 
elieve me. Masonry, in the proper effects of all her prin- 
ciples, produces a good Christian, a good man, a good 
citizen ; he fears God, he loves his brother, and in the 

{>resent moment, he is ready to come forward with his 
ife and property, to save his country from that band of 
infidels, that horde of robbers and murderers, who banish 
religion and reason for infidelity and nonsense;"^ who 
bind on chains and fetters by wa^ of giving liberty ; who 
cut throats by way of fraternization, and who murder and 
plunder all who are richer than themselves, by way of 
establishing an equality in the world.^ Yes, my beloved 

this side of the Houae approves of the writings of Mr. Paine, or the 
politics of the French ; and for my own part» I consider Mr. Paine now 
what I have always considered him to be— the hired emisBarr of France, 
employed for the purpose of endeavonring to make conAision in these 
coontries." 

" ** Hie lowest classes of the people," said a popolar writer of the day, 
« are generally averse to engagements with the continental powers ; nor 
is that wonderful, being uninformed, as they necessarily are, of their 
bearing upon the safety and ffreatness of their own oountrr. Else, sock 
is ihe patriotism pervading ^ ranks of the people of England, that ttey 
would gladly unite with whatever nation to repel the aggressions of as 
enemy, and specially of France." 

*^ In one or the Laureate's odes for the new year, we find the folkywing 
passage allusive to the above representation : — 

"Oh I fipom our BhorsB be ezii'd te 

Ambition's wild and rmHem eraw, 
Who through the bleeding p«ths of war 

False Glory's demon form pursne. 
Whose burning thirst, still nnsnbdned 
By delvges of gailtless blood, 
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triendiBj whatever may have been the conduct of many 
who have falaely styled themBelves Masons,^ it is the 
strict bond of all our Masonic union — it is the invariable 
doctrine of ail our masonic lectures — ^it is yet the unim- 
peachable secresy and solemnitv of all our most pious 
obligations — ^that we love the brotherhood, not with a 
Frenchified fraternization, but with all true Christian 
affection ; that we fear Qod, and keep all his command- 
ments ; that we honour the king, and are ready to de- 
fend his councils, abide by the laws of our constitution, 
and, if required, fight for his life, his family, and his 
throne. 

Brethren, hear me, if ye are Masons in deed and in 
truth, ye will, in every word and by every action, evince 
to the world the truth of this mine opinion, both of your- 
selves and of your profession : ye will neither espouse the 
cause of, nor give sanction to, the least trace of that infi- 
delity, which, either in practice or sentiment, robs God, 
or Christ, or our holy religion, of the least fflory, honour, 
or virtue ; and ye will also show the same disgust to this 
same infidelity, whether it is merchandised from France, 
or whether it has its growth in this country ; for to our 
shame as well as for our caution be it spoken, we have 
nurseries of that destructive poison even in this coun- 
try,^ which many, it is to be feared, have not been well 

CHarefl on the regions roan4 with fiend-like eyes, 
While scarce a vanqulsh'd worid its wish sappties ; 

Yet ne'er may Sloth's inglorious ofaarm 

Umienre the maxay Briton's ann, 

Nor sophistry's insidious art 

E'er loll the manly Briton's heart 

May Peace, with plpnty by her side, 

Long, long, o'er Albion's fields preside: 

And on each firm ingenuous breast 

Be this eternal truth impress'd— 
Peaoe only sheds perennial joys on those 
Who guard with dauntless arm the blessings peaoe bestows." 

* AJlodiDff to the iimoTations of continental Masonry, which were 
wrested by Weishftapt to anbeerve the pnrpoee of his grand scheme of 
prostrating the altar and the throne. 

^ The following extract from a report of the Committee of Secresy, 
presented to the Hoose of Commons, will show that the preacher had 
soand reasons for his assertion : — *^ Attempts have been made, in yarions 
parts of the coantry, as well as in the Metropolis, to take advantage of 
t^ distress in which the labouring and manniiftctnring classes of the 
coontrr are at present involved, to udnoe them to look for immediate 
relief in a total overthrow of all existing establishments ; and when the 
diieontentB in tlie Metropolis aie soffioiently ripe, the deugn was, by a 
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aware of» till they themselves have anfortunately, and I 
hope very unintentionally, become its cultivators. Let 
my young friends, especially, beware what new societies 
they venture to connect themselves with; the deadly 
poison, let me warn them, is generally wrapped up in a 
gilded pilL^ Nay, societies there are in this country, 
which were once the glory of our ancestors, and the 
praise and honour of the nation, but which now, though 
they continue the same name, are little more or less than 
trains of preparation to infuse destruction through the 
kingdom, and bury their members in the ruins f^ their 
very terms of union, in many of these societies, falsely 
called patriotic, are become odious to the ear of modesty, 
fidelity, and truth, from the baseness of the intentions 
they are used to cover."' In these places, and in these 

sadden risiDg in the dead of the nifht, to sarprise and overpower the 
soldiers in their different barracks, which were to be set on fire ; to pos- 
sess themselves of the artillery, destroy the bridges, and take poesessioo 
of the Tower and the Bank. A machine was projected for clearing the 
streets of cavaiij." 

** This defection of our own conntrymen from a respect for the laws, 
was satirized in a cotemporary publication by the following hnmorons 
sketch : — *' The Grumblerilia cankerworm has long been known in this 
coantry, but has of late become almost alarmingly multiplied. It is so 
varied an animal, that no general description can reach it There was a 
flight of them in the year 1797, which lighted upon oar men-of-war at 
the Nore, which might have proved fatal to the main timber, but for the 
great skill and science of one Doctor Howe, who radically effected the 
cure with a very small preparation of wrought hemp. They are not 
known to propagate in our camps or barradu, although some wicked 
persons have more than once earned thither the eggs of the insects. It 
IS a vermin which infests the rich as wdl as the poor, but breeds pai^ 
ticularly in the habits of spendChrifts, profligates and bad-livers. Sooer- 
ness and religious punctuality are sovereign antidotes against the con- 
tagion.'' 

* The Report already alluded to further stated, that ** it seems a part 
of the system to prepare for the destruction of society, bv undermininff 
not only habits of subordination, but all the principles of morality and 
religion. The leadiog speakers openly avow the most seditious opinions, 
and excite their hearers to insurrection. Preparations are in prog^ress 
in several places for providing arms ; the demand upon gunsmiths for 
fire-arms has been beyond all former example. The facility of convert- 
ing implements of husbandry into offensive weapons has been suggested; 
and persons have been sent to observe the st«>te of particular places 
where dep6t8 of arms for the public service have been formed." This 
account is not exaggerated, how harsh soever it may sound in our eats 
at the present day, for the Editor is old enough to remember that the 
state of the counti^ at the above period was exactly as here described. 

" Respecting the general feelings of the people of this ooontry at that 
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societies, the word liberty means bondage ; equality pro- 
ceeds from plunder; to fraternize, takes its derivation 
from cutting of throats; and to have the religion of reason, 
which was once only to be found in the gospel of Jesus, 
is now to be poisoned with the deadly draughts of infi- 
delity; to deny God, to despise Christ, and to be all 
philosophers.^ 

My brethren, know ye not that what I now say is 
strictly true? If, then, ye are Masons, ye know also 
that in Masonry there is no such thing! Robertson, 
however, tells, and I believe he tells you the truth,, that 
under the cloak of Masonry, wicked and designing men 
have poisoned the morals, destroyed the religions, and 
overturned the constitutions of all the States in Europe !^ 
Yes, out of all the States of Europe, every king but one« 
and that the king of England, sipped in the poison and 
agreed to destroy religion, but little thought that their 
own thrones were fastened to its footstool ; they drank 
and they were blinded, they have fared as they deserved. 



time, the intercepted report of one of Talleyrand's spies says : " Agreeably 
to your iostractiona, I took my departure for Eogland, and was fortunate 
enough to reach Deal without encountering any accident. In that 
quarter I began m^ researches, but cannot conceal from you that I was 
very much disappointed and chagrined at the ver^ oommenoement of my 
labours. The people there were far from being in that temper of mind 
which is at all satisfactory. There did not appear the sligntest appre- 
hension of the result of our invasion. On tne contrary, I found tiie 
proud and insolent islanders speaking in terms of the utmost contempt 
of our illustrious chief, and the threats of the Great Nation. Every one 
seemed to vie with his neighbour in expressions of loyalty ; and it is 
with deep regret I feel myself compelled to inform you that I did not 
meet with one man who had the least notion of the blessings of French 
libertv. Evenrwhere there was to be found nothing but the grossest 
prejudiees, and the blindest attachment to their perfidious government.'' 

" In those unhappy days, infidelity was dignified with the name of 
philosophy ; and it was as prevalent and as popular as Wesleyan Me- 
thodism, or an^ other religious sect of our own times. 

*" It was Kicolai, the unprincipled Uluminatos, who endeavoured to 
throw the odium on Masonir, for the purpose of withdrawing publie 
attention from his own hateral order. At Berlin he publishea several 
volumes ; and although he mentions many strange schismatics, both in 
xeliffion and in Masonry, he liever once mentions anlUuminatns ; although 
he defended the new society, and strongly reprobated the proceedings of 
the Elector of Bavaria, calling it a vik persecution ; and subsequently, 
when the discovery of papers m the house of Batz had exposed tiie insth 
tatioQ, Nicolai boldly assorted that he knew no more of it than the two 
flrat degrees. 
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they are erambling with the destruction.* George of 
England piously refused the plot in its beginnmg, and he 
remains a monument of the wisdom of such a pious re- 
fusal.«» 

English Masonry is also yet uncorrupted, and it remains 
also a monument of the wisdom of such incorruption ; 
Masons then be grateful ! Masons be faithful ! Be advised 
to make full proof of the sincerity of your profession, and 
of the purity of your Order-! Be the purity of your con- 
duct, and the language of your lips, the shield of your 
royal art, and the sword for its enemies. Be advised to 
fear God, for without him, you have neither peace here, 
nor felicity hereafter; love the brotherhood aiti all man- 
kind, for love is the fullfiUing of all law, masonic and 
divine ; honour the king, and give praise unto the king's 
son, the one rules you as men, the other as Masons ; nor 
can you slight the one without a breach of the command- 
ments of your God, or despise the other, without a breach 
of the laws of your Order. 

This is my opinion now; this opinion, I trust, will 
abide with me till death ; and this opinion, I doubt not, 
vrill rise with me, when, with our Provincial Grand 
and all our brethren in the world, I meet at the right 
hand of the Eternal Grand, and join that immoveable 
Lodge, where truth and love shall form the eternal union. 
In which Lodge of the true, the faithful, and the perfect, 
may we all have a happy meeting. 

PRAYER. 

Almighty God and everlasting Father, view with ten- 
der compassion th^ assembled people before thee, and 
let our united petitions, as holy incense, arise and assail 
the ears of thy compassionate favours ; we are the off- 

"^ This IB a meiancholy repreBentation, but it is true. If time mon- 
archs had imbibed tiic true spirit of Masonry, the above cahimitiBB woold 
have been avoided. 

« And how was Qeorge m. of Engkiid treated for this gkniooB 
display of wisdom and piety ? Weishaapt himself shall tell yon. ** Ln 
the aorirdisant free Englaod, the siliy monarch says, * We are gradoosly 
pleased ' — and the simple people respond, ' Amen.' These men, c<nnmody 
with very weak heads, are only tne fhrther ocHnrupted bv this servin 
flattery. Bat let as at onoe give an example of oor spirit by our be* 
havioar to fHrinoes,'' &c. 
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gpriDgB of thy creating powers ; we are the objects of 
thy providential blessiDgs ; we are the subjects of thy 
redeeming mercy ; make us then, gracious God, the suIh 
jects also of thy sanctifying grace ; that we may truly 
glorify and experimentally glory in thee, as the one 
eternal, everlasting, undivided Gk>d, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit. Impress upon every heart the sense of thy 
favours already received ; and may we gratefully acknow* 
ledge thee, the Qod of all our commrts, and dedicate 
that life universally to thee, which was first thy gift ; 
which is every moment supported in existence by thy 
almighty providence, and has been the wonderful pur- 
chase of thy all-suffering, all-redeeming love ! We bless 
thee, gracious Father, for all thy mercies bestowed upon 
us individually, and upon our families. Accept also, in 
the present moment, our acknowledgment for national 
favours. We bless thee, gracious God, that we are still 
a nation, highly favoured by thine almighty protection ; 
we bless thee for a Protestant, a pious ruler ; we thank 
thee for a king, that we can truly call our gracious kins. 
Establish his throne m all that riffhteousness, with whicn 
we believe him pincerely clothed, not onl^ in proiessioa 
as the King of England, but in possession as a man, 
saved by thy influencing power. Bless him, for ever 
bless him with all the ricnes of thy grace and mercy i 
and, for his individual comfort we pray, establish peace 
in his days, that his life, even in this world, may be happy 
as we believe it is intentionally pious. Bless also, we 
pray thee, his gracious consort, and grant that as they 
endeavour to travel through life in all the ornaments of 
matrimonial pious fidelity, they may both experience 
and enjoy the eternal union of souls everlastingly saved 
by grace divine. Bless all their numerous progeny both 
male and female ; and in an especial manner, as we art 
in grateful duty bound at this moment especially to pray, 
we do pray that thou wouldst shower down thy divine 
favours, with all their sacred influence, upon the head 
and in the heart of our Royal Grand Master, George 
Prince of Wales. As a man and as a king may he succeed 
and add lustre to his roval father, in all that dignity of 
which he is the rightful heir. As a Mason, may he in- 
crease in science and in pious labour, till, like Solomon 
and Hiram he be truly worthy, as he is in profession the 
13 
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illustrious representative of those illustrious Master Ua 
sons. Bless all our great men, and make them good 
men. Counsel thou our counsellors, and teach thou our 
senators true wisdom. Preserve our church from schisms, 
heresies, and impiety. Preserve our learning and philo- 
sophy from prostitution and infidelity. Preserve our 
labour from idleness and inactivity ; give our armies true 
courage, and our fleets every success. And as we this 
moment truly stand a monument of thy preserving mercy 
amidst the wreck of nations, continue, gracious Father, 
this undeserved preservation ; may we as a nation still 
retain thy favours, and as a people may we glorify thee 
in the enjoyment of those favours. 

Dismiss us at this time with a divine sense of thy 
goodness. And as men, as Masons, and as Christians, 
may we know our privileges, praise thee for them ; and 
still, by earnest and sincere prayer, hold thee fast, for 
the continual preservation of tnem. We beg all for 
Jesus Christ^s sake, to whom with thee, holy Father^ 
and thee, blessed Spirit, we beg permission to ascribe, 
with all humility, eternal and everfasting praises. Jmm 
ondAu 



SERMON X. 

THE CHKISTIAK DUTIES BEGOMliENDED AND 
ENFORCED BY FBEEMA80NBY. 

PRBACHBD AT WOOLWICH, ON THB CBLBBRATION OF 
ST. JOHN THB BAPTIST, 1798. 

" Learn to do welL" 

Isaiah i 17. 

In all professions there is the defectiye and the real, 
there is tne sentimentalist and the operative — ^the pro* 
feasor and the possessor ; or, to speak more plainly, tnere 
are, in all professions, those who are contented with 
putting on the outside garb of profession, without seek- 
ing that inward something which should attach itself to 
the heart and affections, and by which alone is constituted 
the reality of the profession aimed at.^ Hence that just 
and severe scriptural reproof — ^' He is not a Jew who is 
one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is out* 
wardly in the flesh only ; but he is a Jew who is one 
inwardly, and the true circumcision is that of the heart." 
To prove this assertion, look we into the Christian world ; 
nay, look we but into this professed Christian country in 

^ Here our brother alludes to the distinction between profession and 
practice ; a rale which the trae Mason will never lose sight of. FroHs* 
non is piod, but practice is better. St James draws Uie attention of 
liis disciples to this point by a very striking illostration, which may bs 
profitably applied to Freemasonry : — '^ What doth it profit, my brethren, 
thoQgh a man say he hath &ith, and have not works ? Can fiiiUi save 
him f If a brotlier or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and 
one of yon say unto them, Depart in peace, be you wanned and filled : 
notwithstanding, ye giye them not tiioee thinn which are needful to ths 
body— what dolii it profit ? Even so fiuth, if it hath not works, it dead* 
beii^akme." 
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which we live, and you may find drunken ChrirtianB, 
whore-mongering Christians, swearing Christians, lying 
Christians, sabbath-breaking Christians.^ Nay, if you 
would but excuse my plainness of speech, I shall observe 
you may, according to profession, find Christians who 
habitually defraud, deceive, and speak evil one of another; 
who, as the apostle says, bite and devour one another ; 
nay, you may find Christians who are habitually more 
inclined to do evil one towards another than they are to 
do well one towards another. Yes, Christians there are 
who never seek the cottage of the distressed ; who never 
hear, or at least never listen to, one single groan from 
the heart of affliction, or one single sigh from the bosom 
of distress ; who never attempt to wipe away the tear of 
sorrow from the eye of the widow or the fatherless.' 
All such, I presume, if we must, out of politeness and 
good manners, call them Christians, can only be called 

Srofessed Christians ; they can never be said to possess 
hrist or his spirit in their hearts. Surely, then, accord- 
ing to my first observation, all such characters as I have 
just described, may» without any great breach of Chris- 
tian charity, be said to want that mward something which 
should attach itself to the heart and affections,^ and by 
which alone is constituted the reality of the Christian 
profession. 

Once more, let us aim at another detection. There 
are a set of people in the world who are very proud of 
beinff called philosophers.^ Well, be it so. Now, the 
word philosopher, like the word Christian, is intended to 
be descriptive of itself, and to describe the character, the 
nature, and the disposition of its possessor : for instance, 
as the word Christian signifies a person who profe 



* If Christianity be not responsible for the miscondact of its professon, 
mither can Masonry. 

* More IS the pity. But are there any Masons who are thus caOoos to 
all the best feeling of humanity ? lliey are taught a very diflbrent 
toon at their initiation. They are then instructed never to close their 
ears against the cries of the distressed, but listening with attention to tiis 
detail of their enflferings, pity will flow from their hearts, attended with 
tliat relief which their necessities require. 

* He might justly have Baid, ** that inward feeling of Mjuaarj" whether 



ha be a Mason or not ; for many a good man poaBesses this 
baa never been initiated into the Order. 
* In those times infidelity assumed the name. 
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himself a lover, a follower, and an imitator of Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, the Saviour of the world ; so the word 
philosopher signifies a person who is a lover of wisdom,* 
and, consequently, a lover, a follower, and an imitator, 
as far as the frailty of human nature will admit, of all the 
operations of wisdom. Now as true wisdom is the first 
grand source of all moral jyerfection and goodness, so as 
far, therefore, as any person is a true philosopher, he must 
be a follower, an imitator, of all moral perfection, and of 
all moral goodness.* 

Now for the detection of this profession. Infidels of 
almost every degree — ^the atheist, the deist, the Socinian 
— are very proud to profess themselves philosophers; 
but can any man in his senses believe that a disbeliever 
of the existence of Gk)d, or of any of his perfections, or 
that a disbeliever, or a denyer of the divinity of Christ, 
the Saviour of the world, deserves the appellation of 

1>hilo6opher? Surely, my Christian brethren, to be a 
over ot wisdom, must be to be a lover of God, who it 
the only true source of all true wisdom ; and he must be 
a lover of all those perfections which are the only true 
effects of true wisdom ; and he must also be a lover of 
Jesus Christ, who is the active excellency of all wisdom, 
for his goodness redeemed the world.* An infidel, then, 

* AM hence the nnbelievers of the day afifected to compare the indif- 
ference of the infidel with that of the pmloaophem of Greece and Borne, 
who exhibited a sapine inattention to tneeridenceB of Ohristianity, wldch 
were presented by the hand of Omnipotence, not to their reason, but to 
their senseB. Thos Gibbon said, " Tlie laws of nature were perpetoallj 
raspeoded for the benefit of the church ; but the sages of Greece and 
Rome turned aside from the awful spectacle, and pursuing the ordinary 
occupations of life and study, appeared unconscious of any alterations in 
the moral or physical f^ovemment of the world." 

' So thought the philosophers of ancient times ; but modem philosophy 
is of a dififerent opinion. 

* There is a beautiful description of our Saviour's pwsonal appearance 
and demeanour in the spurious epistle from the pro-consul Puolius Leo- 
tulus to the Roman senate : — '* Tnere appeared m these our days a man 
of great virtue, named Jesus Christ, who is yet living amongst us, and 
of tne Gentiles is accepted for a prophet of truth, but his own disdpks 
call him the Son of God. He raiseth the dead, and cureth all manner 
of diseases. A man of stature somewhat tall and comely, with a ver^ 
reverent countenance, such as the beholders may both love and fear ; hv 
hair, the colour of a filbert full r^, to his ears, whence downward it is 
more orient <tf colour, somewhat curling or waving about his shoulders ; 
in the mi^ of his head is a seam, or partition of his hair, after the 
manner of the Nazarites ; his forehead plain and delicttie ; his fiice with* 
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whether atheist, deist, or Socinian, is not a philosopher. 
But again, as a philosopher is a lover of wisdom, he 
must, according to the degree of this love of wisdom, be 
also an imitator of all the excellencies and perfections 
of that wisdom which he professes himself the lover of. 
But is there any degree oi wisdom, or beautv, or excel- 
lency, .or perfection, in overturning states and empires — 
in plotting the destruction of the Taws and constitutions 
of the kingdoms in which we dwell, or of the nations 
which surround us? Surely no; such effects can never 
be the natural result of true wisdom.* Is there, again 
I would ask, is there any wisdom, or beauty, or excel- 
lency, or perfection, in contriving the murder of kings, 
and queens, and princes ? Surely wisdom, or the effects 
of wisdom, can never be murder or destruction ! Nay, 
is there any wisdom, or beauty, or excellency, in pulling 
down the tabernacles of the God of wisdom, the churches 
of Christ, and overturning all the altars of religion and 
of religious worship ?^® Is murdering, imDrisoning, or 
banishing, all the ministers of God's word and sacra- 
ments, and thereby endeavouring to destroy all commu- 
nication between God and the world — between Christ 
and his redeemed — any nroof of wisdom or perfection ? 
Or is there any degree of wisdom, beauty, excellency, or 



oat spot or wrinkle, beautified with a comely red ; his noee and moath 
exactly formed ; hia beard thick, the cdont of his hair, not of any great 
length, but forked ; his look innocent ; his eyes grey, dear, and quick ; 
in reproving, awftd ; in admonishing, courteous ; in spneaking, very modest 
and wise ; m proportion of body, verjr well shaped. None hive ever 
seen him laugh, but many have seen hmi weep. A nmn, for his beauty, 
surpassing the children of men." Quoted in Clarke's Travels, tome iv., 
p. 177. 

* The definition of wisdom given by our Grand Master Solomon Is, 
that " it teacheth from one end to anotiier mightily, and sweetly ordereth 
all things. I loved her," he continues, '* and sought her out from my 
youth, 1 desired to make her my spouse, and I was a lover of her beauty. 
In that she is conversant with God, she magnifieth her nobility ; yea, the 
Lord of all things himself loved her, for she is privy to the mysteries of 
the knowledge of God, and a lover of his works. If riches be a poeseasioa 
to be desired in this life, what is richer than wisdom, that worketh all 
things? And if Prudence work, who of all that are, is a more cunning 
workman than she ?" (Wisdom viii 1-6.) 

10 por the honour of humanity, the present age has redeemed the reli- 
gioQS character of the people ; for never was there a time when greater 
exertions were made &r the building and establishment of places of 
Ohristian worship. 
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^ perfection, in unsheathing the sword of war in every na* 

tion,^^— in stirring up or abetting the rebellious and dis- 

I contented of any nation, to the danger of the peace and 

^' quiet of that nation; perhaps irritating the child to 

murder his parent, or the parent the child — ^the servant 

^ his master, or the master his servant ? Are these, I say, 

[ or any of these, the effects of true philosophy?" Are 

these, or any of these, the actions of the lovers of wi»- 

^ dom, which is beaaty and goodness in perfection f 

^ Surely no. Surely true philosophy, the true love of wis- 

^ dom, knows no such vile and ungodly sentiments— 

^ attempts no such wretched and inhuman endeavours—^ 

^ performs no such base and unchristian actions. And 

' yet, my friends, such is the abuse of professiQn, without 

Sossession, that all the rebellions — ^all the wars — all the 
isturbances — all the murders — all that distress of nations 
which in the present moment rages and destroys Europe, 
and, as it ware, shakes the very world to its centre — all 
^ this indescribable misery is originally the cursed, the 

^ infernal effects of the plot and contrivance of a very 

small number of men who call themselves philosophers ! 
I Such is the abuse of profession, where the reality of that 

profession is not possessed.^* 

Hence I feel tlie necessity of the advice of my text 
to this very small part of that well-known body of people 
in the world, known by the appellation of Freemasons ; 
for with them, as with all other bodies, there is also, I 
fear, the deceptive sentimentalist, as well as the sincere 
eperative.^^ Yes, as under the cloak of Christianity and 

" MasoDiT is a hamane s^tem, which has ever flooriahed in tfmes of 
peace, and been always injured by war, bloodshed, and confusion ; so 
that kings and princes in every age have been much disposed to en- 
conrage the craftsmen, on account of their peaoeableness and l<^ty, 
whereby they practically answer the cavils of their adversaries, and 
promote the honor of the fraternity. Craftsmen are bound by peculiar 
ties to promote peace, cultivate harmony, and live in concord and bro- 
therly love. (Ancient Charges, ii.) 

" If so, it is the philosophv of demons, and not of men. 

1* It is unfortunately the abuse of profession ^t has produced all tbo 
ojiposition which Masonry has ever been subject to. Judging from the 
misconduct of some few brethren who have cusregrarded their obli^tion, 
its opponents proceed, without further enquiry, to denounce the institntioa 
as the moving cause of every vicious propensity. 

M Jn every society the members may be so classed. Good and bad 
appear everywhere; and he who expects to find nniriixed Tirtne issois to 
be disappointed. 
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under tfae name of philosophy, the vilest characters have 
effected their basest designs, so I have little doubt but 
that, under the much admired name of our Order also, 
many call themselves what they really are not ;^ many 
call themselves Masons who are strangers to all the vir- 
tues of Masonry, and who are no more Masons in reality 
than Judas, and all his imitators, who betrayed Christ, 
were true Christians, or than the impious Voltaire, and 
all his deluded disciples, who desi^ God, were true 
philosophers. 

You, my brethren, and the strangers also of this con- 
gre^tion, will, I am well persuaded, fully agree with 
me m this opinion, that it is but of little consequence to 
what society we attach ourselves, or by what peculiar 
mark or name we are distinguished from the rest of our 
fellow-creatures, unless, under that name by which we 
are called, and in that society to which we are attached, 
we take the advice of our text, and *' learn to do well^^*^ 
and thereby do honour to that name or mark by which 
we are distinguished, by an increase of all those virtues 
which belong to us as men, and as professed Christians. 

Hence, my brethren, in the present opportunity of 
publicly addressing mvself to you, I hope to be success- 
ful in two instances of the intention of this address. I 
hope, first, to be enabled, in some measure, to remove 
any evil and unjust surmisings from the minds of 
Strang;ers concerning us and our Order,^'' by giving you, 
in their hearing, that advice which they must judge, if 
they are Christians, truly applicable to themselves also. 

^ "Men," ea^p Mazimos T^us (Diaser. 29|, "are always inclined to 
disregard what is plun and easily acquired, and to admire that which is 
leeret and myBterious. The poete, discoTering this, invented the &ble for 
a ranedy, whoi treating of holy matters; which, being more obscure 
than conversation, and more clear than the riddle, formed a mean between 
knowledge and i^oranoe, and was partly believed for being agreeable, 
and partly for bemg wonderful. Thus, as poets by name, and philosophers 
in drect, thev drew mankind gradaallv to a search after tmth, whoi the 
same of philosophy would have been narsh and displeasing." 

>* The Free and Accepted Mason is instructed m the art of leanung 
tQ do well, at his first admission into a lodge, by being directed to 
" rule and govern his passions, keep a tongue of good report, and practice 
secreg^." 

>' Tnis was judicious ; because strangers, or, in other words, the an- 
kdtiated, attend these masonic discourses, either in the hope of gaining 
•ome insight into the secrete of the Order, or with a view A diaooverii^ 
aew aigamentB sgainai it 
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And, secondly, I shall hope to convince every Mason 
before me that unless, by being of our Order, he leameth, 
according to the intention and meaning of the prophe4^ 
to do well, to improve in his morals, and be active ki 
every good word and work ; though he has its name, he 
* has not its nature ; though he wear our badges, he is a 
stranger to our real ornaments ; though he possess all 
the gold, the silver, the precious stones of Solomon's 
temple,^' or of Solomon's house — ^nay, though with these 
he possess all the most valuable treasures of the world 
beside, he possesses none of the really valuable jewels 
of Masonry. 

I begin with observing, that it is satisfactory to too 
many who have been convinced of their past misdoings, 
and are stirred up to see the necessity of some change 
in their life and conversation — ^it is satisfactory, I say, 
to too many of these, that they wash them, and make 
them clean from their past enormities ; that they put 
away the evil of their doings, and that they cease to do 
evil. Now this is, we must all confess, a very material 
part of true conversion ; but, my friends, the best that 
can be said of it is only this: *' that it is a good begin- 
ning," and if this is all that had been thought requisite 
to save the soul, the prophet would have stopped also. 
But behold he stoppeth not ; there is, he goes on to 
observe, something farther to be required than that nega- 
tive goodness of ceasing to do evil. Yes, an active piety 
is also requisite ; for as well as to ** eeate to da evilj** we 
are also commanded to '^ learn to do wdl.^^ 

Now this text, my brethren, is verv applicable to you 
as a junior lod^e.^ , Yes, as younger brethren in the royal 
art, methinks it comes to you in a good time ; for, as 
manv of you are but newly initiated, few of you, if any, 
can nave forgotten the conditions upon which alone you 



1* The ridies of the temple in the time of (rar Savioor, an thitt described 
by Josephofl ^— '' Its appearance had evetything that could strike the 
nund and asUmish the sight ; for it was on ererr side covered with sc^ 
j^tes of ^old,so that when the son rose upon it, it reflected sach a strong 
and dazzlmff effalgence, that the eye of the beholder was obliged to torn 
away from it, hfaai% no more able to sustain its radiance than the splen- 
dour of the son.*' 

» This lodge had been eoutitoted by the Prov. Gfind Master little 
I than a year and a half wfasa tins svmoa was preached. 
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obtained yonr initiation,* Now, if you remember 
rightly, you must recollect that you were obliged, in 

irour initiation, to give strong testimony that you had at 
east that negative goodness which precedes our text ; 
for, indeed, unless you had given good testimony that you 
had ceased to do evil,*^ you know the doors of our Order 
were unalterably shut against you. It is, therefore, in 

S^ood season, I trust, that I have now an opportunity of 
bllowing those serious impressions, which you must, if 
you had any proper sense of your engagement, have re- 
ceived in your initiation into our royal Order, with the 
positive part of that goodness and righteousness, to which 
Masonry, the beautiful handmaid of Christianity, is so uni- 
versally calculated to win your hearts, and all your best 
affections. ^^Leam to do well^^^ is an advice, my brethren, 
peculiarly adapted to the very name you bear ; for to be 
a Freemason, m the real and plain meaning of the term, 
is to be in a state of all others the best calculated, both 
to learn well, and also to learn to do well. 

The theory of Masonry contains something of the whole 
of science ; the operative part of Masonry, is the practice 
of all the virtues of all the sciences.^ Therefore to be 
initiated only into the theory of Masonry, is at least to be 
in the way of learning well ; and if we follow on to 
exercise the practice of Masonry, it will as assuredly lead 
us into the way of doine well ; and both to learn and to 
do well, is the whole of our religion, whether as men, as 
Christians, or as Masons.^ For, first, to learn to do well 



^ These conditions were, that '' unbiassed by the improper solicitation 
of friendsi and uninfluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, the 
candidate freely and yoluntaruy offers himself a candidate for the mysteries 
of Masonry ; and that he is prompted by a fBtvounible opinion conceived 
of the institution, and a desire of Knowledge." 

^ Our ancient and venerable institution depends not for its support and 
permanency on anv principle of a compulsive or coercive natoxe, but is 
nest cemented by tne perfect union and harmony of its constituent parts. 

" Our worthy brotiber is somewhat mistaken in his definition here. 
Masonry is operative and speculative; the former, in the language of 
lectures, induaes all natural, mathematical and mechanical knowledge, so 
fSur as the same is subjected to the external senses ; and the latter, the 
knowledge of the hidden order of the universe, and the secret things both 
of heaven and earth, more particularly those of a spiritual and mtdleo- 
tual nature. 

** Here the definition is right, because our pursuits now embrace 
speculative Masonry only, which, as Pretton oometly says, *<i8 so ftr 
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implies, that we fear God ; and, secondly, that we keep 
his commandments. First, to learn to do well implies, 
that we fear Qod ; this is, indeed, in part implied in that 
negative part of righteousness, which is described in the 
verses preceding our text. For without the fear of God, 
in some degree, we shall never, I fear, be inclined to cease 
to do evil. But, as I have already observed concerning 
all professions, there is such a thing as fearing God, and 
not being active in that fear. And, my friends, by such 
a fear, we can bring no honour to his name, nor can we 

Eossess any comfort in our own souls. No, my beloved 
earers, it is not enough that we do not positively and 
publicly deny the being, the existence, and the perfections 
of a God ; but if, according to the prohet's advice, we 
learn to do well, we shall enter into the lists of his advo- 
cates as his real admirers ; we shall give public testimony, 
both in word and action, that we believe and adore his 
sovereignty and power f* that we believe and admire his 
mercy and goodness, and that we believe and obey the 
dictates of his word and providence. And, active as his 
adversaries are in taking away his name and his glory 
from amongst men, so we, who are his professed advo- 
cates, should be more than equally active in publishing 
forth his name; and his perfections ; in showing forth his 

E raises and his goodness ; and establishing in the earth 
is glory and his majesty. As his enemies are bold in 
denying his name, so his friends should be more than 
equally so, in spreading his fame abroad. As his enemies 
are persevering in every effort to put him away, because 
they fear him ; so surely his friends ought to be still 
more persevering to establish his glory, because they love 
him.* 

In this point of religion, my friends, the present is a 
day of evil report indeed. The daring attempts of infi- 

interwoyen with religion, as to Isy ns under the strongest obli^tions to 
pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at onoe constitates onr 
oaty and our hapi>inees. It leads the contemplative to view with reve- 
rence and admiration the Rlorioos works of the creation, and inspires 
them with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of the divine Creator/' 

** As Masons, we most not only abjure falsehood, we are foonnd also to 
defend the tmth. 

"* The candidate, at his initiation, most declare his unfeigned belief and 
trust in Qod, uider a firm persuasion that where his name is pioosly 
Invoked, no danger can posaiDly ensue. 
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delity, in the preaeot awful era of the world, are truly 
alarmiog to every truly pious mind ; and he who would 
hold up his hand for God, can scarcely stretch out an 
arm but he is in danger of feeling the poison of infidelity. 
Indeed, in the present day, to den^ God is too frequently 
esteemed the polite effect of sensibility and free-thinkinff ; 
to laugh at religion is too often thought a part of manly 
education, and to be rude, immoral, immodest, lascivious, 
and impudent, is too frequently judged to be spirited and 
gentlemanlike. Yes, in the present fashion of impiety, 
to speak of religion, is to call upon you an odium ; to 
fear God, is thought mean and pusillanimous, and to 
dare to check the mad career of vice and immorality, is 
to be rude, impolite, and spiritless. In a word, accord- 
ing to the too prevailing sentiments of the present day, 
to be pious is insanity; to be moral is meanness; to be 
religious is fanaticism.^ 

With you, my brethren, I beseech you, let not these 
ideas have any existence. As I know it is the nature of 
your Order, and the excellency of your profession, to af- 
ford you an opportunitv to learn and know better things, 
concerning the fear of God, in the knowledge of his 
name, in the admiration of his glory, and in the reliance 
upon his mercy ; so I advise, learn ye to do well. Yes, 
rov brethren, you must know, and you ought to be care- 
ful to acknowledge it both in word and action, you must 
know, if you are possessed with common honesty and 
gratitude, that, if you have paid any attention, it is the 
leading feature of all your masonic researches and in- 
structions to propagate and establish this leading, master 

**A writer, already qaoted, obeenres :— *' A sober sod iDdnstriow 
populace 18 the strength, the riches, the glory of a nation ; but when 
those that should be the labouring hands become vicious and dissohite, 
they are prepared for every kind of wickedness and disorder. As, from 
their rank and education, they have, for the most part, little legard to 
the appearances of honour and decency, if at Uie same time they have 
oast off the ties of religion and the fear of Qod, and a regard to the 
powers of the world to come, and are abandoned to thdr i^petites and 
passions, what are they not capable of ? When once a neglect of rdigkm 
and a corruption of manners become general, they have a natund tendeocnr 
to dissolve and enervate a nation, and to extinguish true public snint 
and a manly fortitude. Nor have any people long maintained thdr 
liberties, after having lost their probity and virtue." (Lekod's Doml 
vol. ii. p. 468.) 
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aentiment of all trpe religion and virtue, *^ that God ist 
and that he is a rewarder of all them who diligently seek 
him." Thus far, then, in the first part of learning to do 
well, U to fear God; and thus, then, the reliffion of Ma- 
sonry and the religion of the prophet go hand in hand.^ 
We will now, therefore, hasten briefly to the second 
part of learning to do well, i. e. that of keeping his com- 
mandments. And this brings us immediately to the pe- 
culiar reference of our text. Tes, my friends, it leads 
us to consider that the religion of the Mason, like the 
religion of the prophet, has a reference in its effects, far 
beyond the narrow boundaries of our little self.^ The 
religion of the Mason, in its second part, is according to 
our Saviour's paraphrase. of the second table of the law ; 
like unto the nrst in its duty, in its excellency, and in its 
importance ; and its duties can no more be dispensed 
with ; for if we learn to do well, in fearing God, we must 
also learn to do well, in seeking judgment, relieving the 
oppressed, judging the fatherless, pleading for the widow ; 
for on these two commandments, the belief and the love 
of God, the kindness of affection, one towards another, 
and not on either alone, but on these two commandments, 
depend all the law and the prophets ; and without them 
both, we can never be said to understand either Moses 
or the prophets. Many, indeed, have been, and many 
still are the individual attempts to separate them, but it 
impossible. ** If ye love me," says Christ, " ye will keep 
my commandments ; and this is my commandment, that 
ye love one another." ** If," says one of the disciples of 

^ MafiODTY IB free, and re<]pre8 a perfect freedom of incliiiatkm in 
erer^r candidate for its mysteneB. It is founded on the purest principles 
of piety and virtue. It posseBses great and invaluable privileges to 
woithy men. Y ows of fidelity are required, but they oontiun nothing 
which 18 incompatible with civil, moral, or reli^ous duties. 

■ Thus the candidate is exhorted, that he is never to invest himself 
with the badge of a Mason should there be any brother in the loc^ with 
whom he is at variance, or against whom he entertains any animosity. 
In such case, it is expected that he will invite the brother to withdraw, 
in order that the diflferenoes between them may be amicablv settled; 
which, if happilv effected, they are thm at liberty to clothe themselves, 
and work with that love and harmony which ought always to characteriae 
the Free and Accepted Mason. But if, unfortunateljr, the diflkrences be 
of such a nature as cannot be so speedily a4justed, it were better that 
one or both should retire, than, by theur presence, they should disturb the 
faaiHkony of the lodge. 
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"^ .7^ / <*^«»m^*"ow occupation, perform the duties of that station 
' rp^^^.^'^^/ijy^^dgence audfidehty ; be contented with thy sta- 
* -^'^z '} ^^^istLl^^ envy thou the rich and the powerfiil. Seek 
V; v;^*^^^'»i^i^*''fit> render unto all their due, tribute to whom 
\v ^^ '^tf .4-^^ J' 5 is due, honour to whom honour, fear to whom 
^ ^^^,j/'^ covet not the throne of the king, nor envy the seat 
r^ ; * ^ •£ nobles. But be sure, if thou art learning to do 

fj ,1^*^*^^ 5, 1 that thou art in the station which Ae, who knows 
J l-^'^'W ^ *" ^^^ *^®® ^^^^ *^^^ canst know for thyself, has for 
,^^ "-^r. :j^ * ^ own good placed thee there ; yes, it shall be proved 
'* '' *^e »jp/'^ ^ rfter, that thou art in the very station which, if th6u 
'• Vt .^^^ "'.^'^ 4e8t its duties, shall eventually prove for thee the 
j/**" ' station. Seek then judgment, and while thou fear- 



i-,H 



' Fy^ **^o^od, give honour to the king, so shalt thou have the 
i:i\,y^ ^^'•^.ards of righteousness, and the blessings of peace. 
** :urrV^'^"3*^gain, learn to do well one step farther, and I leave 
*:>«; J. '^ ^^ >i sure of the realms of bliss, nay, already partakers of 
^ ;e ,^l^- '^^!^ *^ felicity of the truly blessed, i. e., relieve the oppress- 
\,rj "^^^ie , , judge the fatherless, plead for the widow ; or as the 
' itr '^ ^^/*: ophet would most undoubtedly mean, be kindly affec- 
i^r^.'T^* ^ joned one to another in brotherly love. The former 
(^. '!'^ ^^i ..^cm of seeking judgment was political righteousness, and 
^ '^^'P'^ .in^^nakes only a part of the good man ; this la^tter is a col- 
.ection of all the Christian graces, centered in one 
y^^fik:sg^etx&nX course of doing good, and forms the complete 
-.^f°^:% character of him, who has both ceased to do evil, and 
learnt to do well." 
Now that the advice I am now giving may be in some 
>>« :v . measure applicable to all, I first observe, that this last 
step of learning to do well, can alone complete the char- 
acter of the true Christian; therefore none here are 

for the gratification of their several passions. 2ndly. If the legacy be to 
tbe ii^jory of his family, or the disappointment of his friends in want, this 
is a certain proof that his motive is not benevolence ; for he who loves 
not his own friends and relations, most certainly loves no other persons. 
Lastlv, if a man hath lived any time in the world, he mnst have OMCTved 
such horrid and notorions abuses of all pablic charities, as mnst convince 
him that he will do no manner of good by contribating to them." 

^ Bj these means you will live happily, respected by your friends, and 
honoared by yonr neighboors ; and at the same time it will contribute to 
the enjoyment of equal happiness in another and a better world. 

" And this is the lesson which is most frequently inculcated in a Ma- 
sons' lodge ; for it constitutes the great principle of practical benevolence, 
aod IS carried oat in the masonic chanties. 
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eomplete withdut it. And that the advice I am now 

giving may be peculiarly applicable to my masonic 
rethren, I observe to you, that without this last char- 
acteristic trait of Christian perfection, the masonic 
character is altogether incomplete.^ We ma^ talk of 
religion, its doctrines, its precepts, and its privileges — 
we ma^ talk of philosophy, with all its train of human 
perfections and human acquirements — we may become 
Masons, boast of its secrecy, its science, and its morals — 
put on all its gaudy trappmgs, and ornament ourselves 
with its richest external jewels f^ but, my brethren, if 
our religion is destitute of love to God, and of charity 
towards our fellow-creatures ; if our philosophy is des- 
titue philanthropy, or if our Masonry is destitute of the 
activity of doing good, away vrith religious profession, it 
is but an empty name ; awav with philosophical senti- 
ment, it is but a sounding brass ; away with masonic 
pretensions, they are but as tinkling cymbals. But when 
religion — ^namely the true fear of God and the love of our 
fellow-creatures, accompanied by those two fair hand- 
maidens, philanthropic philosophy, and active practical 
Masonry — ^begins her travels on the earth, all the groan- 
ings of misery and distress, and all the sighings of afflic- 
tive sorrow, are quickly softened into the more pleasant 
cadence of thankful praises and of grateful acknowledg- 
ments ; the mangled limbs of the oppressed captive are 
soon relieved from the galling chains of oppression ; the 
wrongs of the fatherless are quickly relieved, and the 
tears are wiped away from the helpless widow's cheek." 

** How much is this overlooked by the objectors to Masonry. They 
sporn its ezcelleDoes, and rake up its imperfections. They strain at a 
gnat and swallow a camel. Thoi]^h its benevolent traits are as glaring 
as the noonday, they are nnobserv^ ; and visionary objections are nrgea 
against it, which have no foundation but in the heated unaginadon of 
those who are wilfully blind to its manifold beauties. 

* The external jewels are nothing more than symbols of the internal 
ornaments of the mind. 

* Bro. Gurlav, an American Mason, has some similar sentiments in 
his excellent Aadress to the Qrand Lodge of Massachusetts:—-" The wise 
man," he says, ** whose name is consecrated in Masonry, declares that a 
friend is the best medicine of life. And he takes care to tell ns what 
sort of friend it is. The friend bom for adversity. Indeed there is so 
much hypocri^, deceit, and guile in the present state of the world, that 
of those who denominate themselves friends, few are to be accredited. 
For the most part they are mere birds of prey, which fly away equaOy 
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Here, says religion to this or the other philosopher, 
soothe this troubled bosom, and give resignation to this 

Jerturbed heart. Here, says religion to the active 
[ason, bring thy medicine to heal this sick father, and 
restore him to his weeping mate ; revive this dving 
parent to his mourning offspring; brine a portion of thy 
bread, thy wine, and milk to this famisnea infant ; bring 
thy garment and cover the naked limbs of this forlorn 
destitute, and take, in the arms of love, this friendless 
female orphan, and place her in that asylum, which ye 
have unitedly provided for such objects of distress ; go 
wipe away yon weeping widow's tears, nor let that 
mourning eye let fall a curse against thee." Yes, daily 
my brethren, daily let the secrecy of the masonic be- 
nevolence publish to him who seeth in secret, tears 
unnumbered wiped away, groans unnumbered smothered 
in praises, sighs unnumoered drowned in thanksgivings ; 
then in that awful day^ when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be disclosed, then shall the gazing multitude, who 
have curiously enquired our secret, be astonished to 
know, that ttie greatest deep of masonic secrecy teas the im- 
published dct (f doing good. 

In actions like these, let religion, philosophy, and 
Masonry unite their standard, and all the world are 
brethren. 

PBATEB. 

Mercifttl Father, God of all grace and truth ! bless 
the present assembling of ourselves together with the 

with beantj, richee, and fiune. If tou feed them, they tarrr with you ; 
but when your hand is ezhatuted, they clap their winffs and aie seen no 
more. They serve for pastune, provided yon goard uiem aecnrely ; bnt 
even then, they afford only a miserable entertainment, without either 
profit or pleasure. Unlike to these is the true and sincere friend, tried, 
approved, accepted, and faithM to the rales which Masonry prescribes. 
Ijke the dove which went out from the ark, when every prospect is 
delnged, he leaves us only to return again, the harbinger of hope, con- 
solation and relief." 

^ Masonic love is the heavenlv bond that unites mankind, and forms 
them all into one blessed fiunify and fold under Christ the ffood diep- 
berd, the Father of his people, and the source of aU Christian graces 
and perfections. It removes all difficulties out of the path of Christiaa 
duty ; it sweetens all the disappointments of a chan^ng world \ it takes 
away all bitterness, discontent, and sorrow, at the dfiictive trials of the 
chaMning rod ; and thus prepaies us for another and a better world. 
14 
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choicest of thy spiritual favours* and may the immediate 
effects of thy holy word be in us all, the fruits of right- 
eousness to the glory of thy everlasting name. Lord God 
Almighty, descend with a new creation upon every soul, 
and from that miserable chaos which sin has effected in 
every heart, by corrupting every aflfection of the soul, 
form and effect that new nature, which is produced not by 
blood or the will of man, but by the effectual working of 
thy holy spirit ; create us anew in Christ Jesus, and may 
we in deed and in truth put on that new man, which by 
Christ Jesus our Lord, is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. Soften gracious Father, soften by thy 
divine influence every heart, and make us readily suscep- 
tible of all thy divine impressions. Instil into our minds 
a hatred to every sin, ana a love and inclination to every 
degree of holiness, of piety, and of virtue. As men, in 
every character we sustain, may we truly consider that 
" it is appointed for all once to die, and after that the 
judgment;" and may this serious consideration induce us 
to think seriously, to speak cautiously, and to act always 
conscientiously ; may every pious engagement, whether 
Christian or masonic, have all their intended effects to 
influence our hearts to tenderness, to benevolence, to 
charity^ to purity. May we in the sermons we hear, and 
in all the lectures we join in, learn daily more perfectly, 
the happy and purer language of the once persecuted, but 
now everlastingly exalted Galilean. May we so acquit 
ourselves in the church, in the world, and in our families, 
that all who see us, may be enabled to take laudable 
notice of us, that we have been with Jesus ; and that to 
us every school of wisdom, whether the church, the 
meeting, or the lodge, every school is to us the school of 
Christ. Bless we pray thee, merciful God, the king upon 
the throne, his gracious queen, and every branch of uiat 
illustrious family ; and establish their throne in righteous- 
ness, make their sceptre the sceptre of peace ; and may 
the crown of these realms flounsh upon the head of one 
or another of that same family, so long as the sun and 
moon endureth. 

Bless, we prav thee, the great council of the nation ; 
may their consultations be held in righteousness, and thy 
divine wisdom the standard of all their best endeavours. 
Establish, we pray thee, in bX\ the world the blessings of 
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peace ; may the destructive sword of war be sheathed, 
and all the enemies of peace put to flight and confusion. 
Bless this our yet happy nation; and may we be as 
eminently ffrateful and pious, as we have long been 
eminently blessed by thy gracious favour and protection. 
Bless the imperfect services of this day ; and as a society 
who profess a peculiar attachment to the religion of thy 
holy child Jesus ; in all its piety towards GK>d, and in all 
its charity and benevolence towards man ; may we so let 
that glorious light of effective righteousness shine before 
men, that others seeing those goods works, which are in 
deed and in truth the natural, as well as the boasted 
effects of our union, may truly glorify thy name ; and 
may such daily be added to the church, and united to 
each other in every bond of brotherly love, as shall be 
everlastingly saved. These, with everv otiier blessing 
which thy purer wisdom seeth we stand in need of, we 
earnestly beg for ourselves and others, through the merits 
alone, and for the sake alone of Jesus Chmt our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. Amm* 



SERMON XL 

THE MASON'S LODGS, A SCHOOL OF YIBTUB AND 
SOBSNOE. 

raHACHBO AT BAMSQATB, SBPTSMBBE S^ IVOS^ AT THB 
CONSBOBATIOir AND CONSTITUTION OF THB JAOOB*8 



WMm hath huldti her home." 



Pbovxrbs, ix. h 



A QUOTATION from the writiDgs of that good and great, 
and Grand Master of all Masons, can, I £ould suppose, 
at no time be unpleasant, or unseasonable to a masonic 
congregation ; and upon the present occasion, the consti- 
tution of a lodge, to take him as my patron and judge; 
by way of examining the foundation of this newly-con- 
secrated house, and see whether it is really the building 
of wUdom, will, I hope, be candidly considered as reason- 
able a choice, as it must be esteemed a seasonable one. 
Folly and madness, my friends, immorality and profane- 
ness, vice and wickedness, are, we too experimentally 
know, rearing their gaudy fabrics in every comer of the 
world f^ and men too eagerly seeking them as the asy- 

1 Here is a referenoe to the name and constitatiQii of the Frendi and 
Oerman societieB of the da^, known hy the names of OomBponding, 
Affiliated, Provincial, Beecnpt, Oonyention, Beading, Oitisen of the 
World, Liberty, Equality, Imprescriptible Bights of Man, Ao. kc; of 
which Bobison obs^res, that "our public arbiters of literaiy merit have 
greatly changed their manner of treatment of theological and politieal 
writis^ of late years. Till Paine's Age of Beason appeared, tae most 
seeptiod writings of Enghuid kept withm the bounds of deceQ<nr and of 
argument; and we have not, in the course of two centuries, one piece that 
should be compared with manv of the indecent productions of the Gennan 
presses. Yet evea those performances generally met with sharp rnroo( 
aswellssjudioioiisrefotatiQD. How,then,]gBrit]ah8aitimeDtorBritirii 
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lums of felicii^, are daily entangled in the labyrinths, or 
buried in their ruins. On the other hand, sorry, truly 
sorry am I, to be obliged to remark, that rare inaeed are 
the houses which wudom buildeth ; and still fewer, I 
fear, are the sincere votaries of this beautiful goddess. 
It is the task of this moment, and peculiarly the duties 
of my office in the present exercise, to follow up the 
scientific labours of our Provincial Grand, in the consti- 
tution and consecration of the new lodge of Masons in 
this neighbourhood ; unth a caiOian to its members^ and a 
declaration to the public^ that in the business of this day, 
we fully hope, we confidently expect, unsdom hath builded 
her house, that she hath hewn out her seven pillars ; ob* 
serve, the foundation of the building must be good and 
substantial.' '^ It hath seven piUarsj^^ its furniture is good 
also and plentiful, by which those who turn in unto this 
house of wisdom, may be rendered truly happy here, 
and prepared for a blissful eternity hereafter ; for she 
hath Killed her beasts, she hath mingled her wine, spn- 
bols of that richness of wisdom, and science, and religion, 
which she, i. e. Wisdom, hath plentifully prepared^ to 
enlighten the understanding ; to inform the heart ; to 
influence the affections ; and to feed those souls to im« 
mortality and eternal life^ who seek her habitation, who 
enter into her temple, and who submit to her instruo- 
tions and her discipline.^ 

Whoever reads this chapter, will easily perceive that 
its language is metaphorical ; and if you take it scientific^ 
ally, it is a contest between wisdom and folly, science 
and ignorance^ which of them shall win the soul of the 

delicacy changed, when Fame's book is treated by our reviewen with an * 
affected libertSity and candour, and is laid before the miblic as quite new 
matter, and a iStur field for discuasioD?" (Proofe, p. 4^9.) 

' A masonic lodge is the tme school of wisdom, of that wisdom which 
makes men more consdentioas and more yirtaoos. One would think that 
Sdomon had this in view when he said, ** Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth uiderstaiiding ; for the merchandise of 
it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine 
ffoid. She 18 more precious than mbies ; and all the things thou canst 
desfare are not to be ooiqpared mito her. Length of days is in her right 
hand, and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." 

* An adherence to the latter is the express condition on which the 
former can be enjoyed, lliey who woold reap benefits firom Masonry 
\ atlend to her instmctions, and sabmil to ber disciplkia. 
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passing traveller/ If you take it morally and reli^onslyi 
it is then a contest between vice and virtue, faith and 
infidelity. Christ, the king of righteousness, and Satan, 
the prince of the power of the air, who of these shall 
win the soul, and captivate its faculties and affections.^ 
Bead it masonically ; for Solomon was one of the great- 
est, the best, and the most zealous Master Masons that 
ever lived upon the earth — we therefore feel a right to 
read it masonically, and the contest embraces both the 
former senses. Yes, read it masonically, it is the invita- 
tion of science in all its varieties, and of religion in all 
its moral and spiritual excellencies ; exhibiting all their 
lovely charms to allure the wanderer, and win the un- 
waiT traveller from the dangerous paths of ignorance, 
irreligion, vice, and sin.* 

This, then, my beloved bearers, is the single idea 
which I shall draw at this opportunitv from my text, 
and with which I shall endeavour both to caution my 
brethren and inform the public, i. e. that a Mason* 9 lodge^ 
being duly constituted, and religiously consecrated, it 
is the fault of its members, whoever they may be, if 
they prove not to the public around them, that toMm 
hath indeed builded her ktmse; and that, therefore, there is 
now an additional place of security, improvement, and 
happiness for Masons ; and into which others, whosoever 
are mclined to virtue, mav enter, may eat of wisdom's 
bread, and may drink of the wine wmch she hath min- 
gled ; may forsake the foolish, and may live and walk 
in the way of understanding.' 

* The indtementB offered by My are carnal and fleetang, tiioee of 
wisdom are mtdlectnal and permanent. The choice is free, but the resolt 
18 most important 

* One says, " Come with us, we shall find all precious sabstance, we 
ahaU fill onr houses with spoiL Oast in thy lot among ns ; let ns all have 
one parse." The other, more severe, pleayos, "My son, walk not tibon in 
the way with them ; refrain thy foot from their path, for thdr feet nm 
to evil, and make haste to shed blood." (Proy. i., 11-16.) 

> Throoffhout the whole of these sermons, Masonry is exhibited in all 
its beaatinil forms, and aptly applied to the subjects ci which the 
preacher treats. In a peculiar sense. Masonry and Wisdom are sywmy- 
mous ; and for this reason Solomon's chair m the k>dge is the seat of 
wisdom. 

^ It is a building of peace, harmony, and brotherly love ; becaoae, in 
the figurative lai^rutge of Masonry, *< we stones were hewn in the quarry, 
there carved, marked, and numbered. The timber was felled and prepand 
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Now to enlarge upon this idea, as practically and as 
familiarly as I can, and to endeavour that all, both 
Masons and others, may be as religiously benefited as 
possible, I shall first observe, that as we take upon us 
to assert that in the constitution of a Masons' lodge, 
wisdom hath builded her house ; so we likewise assert, 
that a Masons' lodge is, or at least ought to be, a school . 
of true, useful, universal science ; and, secondly, a school 
of true piety and religion. First, then, I shall observe, 
that a M!asons' lodge is a school of true, useful, and uni- 
versal science ; it is the house of wisdom, and where 
wisdom presides, there must surely be the school of 
science.' To be votaries in the house of wisdom, and 
we cannot but be at least in the way of improvement, 
and the degree of our improvement, in the midst of 
opportunities and privileges like these, must eventually 
depend upon ourselves. In this school, t. e. a Masons' 
loage, geography, astronomy, philosophy, with all the 
liberal arts, are, or ought to be, the subjects of our lec- 
tures, and are in those lectures, when properly delivered, 
BO plainly and so familiarly expatiated upon and explained, 
that while the most refined understanding may be ele- 
gantly improved and luxuriously regaled, the meanest 
capacity, unless totally closed against all its own good, 
cannot depart wholly empty away.^ All the faculties 

in the forest of Lebanon, and conveyed by floato from Tyre to Joppa. 
The metals were ftued and cast on the plains of Zeredathah. After 
which, the whole of the materials were conveyed to Jerasalem, and there 
set np by means of mauls and other implements prepared for that pur- 
pose ; so that the sound of axe, hammer, or any other tool of brass or 
iron was not heard on the holy mountain, to disturb the peaoeftd sanctity 
of the proceedings. And the materials were prepared at so neat a dis- 
tance for tlM purpose of showing the sunerior excellence of the craft ; 
for when they were set up at Jerusalem, uie work was so complete, that 
it appeared to be the production of the Great Architect of the Universe, 
rather than an exertion of Imman skill" 

* Hence it was anciently provided that no brother, however skilled in 
the craft, was called a Master Mason, until he had beisn chosen to fill the 
chair of the Lod^e. 

Masonry includes almost every branch of polite learning under the 
veil of its mysteries, which comprehend a regular ^tem of virtue and 
science. Many of its illustrations may appear unimportant to the confined 
ffenius ; but the num of more enlarged &culties will consider them in the 
highest degree useful and interesting. To please the accomplished scholar 
and ingenious artist, the institution is well suited ; and in the investigation 
of itouitent doctrines, the philosopher and the mathematician may exp^- 
rienoe equal satisfiEustioD and delight (Oliver's PresUm, p. 37.) 
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of the soul (in themfielves naturally tending to improve- 
ment) may feed upon their own natural sustenance, 
and in one science or the other, continually receive, wiUi 
increasing appetite, more or less of those mental, and 
therefore the only true, pleasures of the soul ; whose 

{perfection, either of excellency or felicity, can only be 
uUy known and experienced in that future and more 
perfect state, where the incumbrances of human firaUty, 
and the pressures of mortality, have no effect on the 
immortal powers. 

Yes, my brethren, here, in this school, a Masons' Lodge, 
with scientific ardour, we are led to trace the structure, 
and explore the deep foundations of that wondrous fabric, 
built by nature's God ; and here, different from many of 
the schools of human wisdom, we want no human argu- 
ments to prove the glor^ or the reality of his existence; 
for it is the peculiar province of masonic science, to direct 
her improvmg sons to studv nature, to study her in her 
most unaffected garb ; and, in all her works, to view, 
with the eye of faith and pious adoration, her incomparable 
Master Builder.^^ Tes, masonic astronomy, uncorrupted 
with scepticism, views in the first grand luminary of the 
world the imajje of its great Creator, and feels a willing- 
ness to be enlightened with his light, who is the light 
of love* Nor does the most distant shining luminary, 
however diminutive in its appearance, at all diminish the 
idea of the masonic astronomer respecting his greatness, 
who with the same omnipotence formed the lesser with 
the greater light ; for though perhaps with a Newton he 
has not capacity or learning to measure the bulk, the 
rapidity, or the distance of every orb with which the 

^ Hasonic astronomy is a scicDoe which has for its object to exriain 
the motioos of the heaTenlv bodies, their Tarioas aspects, aod the nets 
wMeh have been ascertained in the planetary mtem, and throoghont the 
redon of the fixed stars. This is a snbject of considerable interest and 
utiHty. It is intimately connected not ovUty with the other tax liberal 
sciences, bnt also with seograph^, navigation, a^coltore, commerce, 
chronology, &c., and has Tent its aid to promote their improvement Tba 
stady of it is likewise attended with many pleasures and advantages m a 
moral, intellectaal, and religions point of view. It exiHrnds the range of 
hnman intellect, and nnfolds to oar view the most strikmg displays of the 
perfections of the Ddty, particalarly the grandeor of his ommpotenoe. 
It sets before ns objects of overpowering magnitade and snblimi^, and 
demonstrates the nnlimited extent and magnificence of the nnnml 
empire of the Almighty. 
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firmament is adorned* yet in the unstudied simpHcitr, 
and jet highly-finished language of a Moses, he readily 
acquiesces m this opinion, *' he made the stars also."^ 

Masonic geograpny also, unaffected by human pride, 
forms his ioeas of the earth's construction, according to 
his ideas of the divine wisdom, and power, and goodness ; 
and though he cannot in human language with the most 
learned, altogether minutely describe all the curious 
nature of the adhesion of matter, or fully delineate all 
the curious properties of specific gravity; yet, in the 
pious language of David, he readily acquiesces, ** (u for 
the worlds and the Jvlness thereof^ Ood hath formed themJ^^^ 

Masonic philosophy, unadulterated with the fashionable 
infidelity of the day, which, while it pretends to enlighten 
men's understanding, and illumine the world, banishes 
eveiy sentiment of religion, morality, and virtue; and 
totally destroys all the generous and the social sffeo 
tions of the human heart ; masonic philosophy, uncor- 
rupted with this cursed infidelity of Voltaure and his 
wretched companions ;^ masonic phUosophy, I say, be- 
comes with us the handmaid of religion, and aids and 
assists in all those practical efforts which have a direct 
tendency to reform the soul, govern the passions, eradi- 

" The Mason looks npoD the stan and planets as indications of a divine 
hand ; for nothing can more indisputably prove the universal power of the 
Creator than the regnlarity of tneir movements, and the beaaty of the 
sjstem of which they form a part 

u In many of oar Lodges we not only find a pair of globes, but also a 
small philosophical apparatus ; and in sach cases the brethren frequently 
employ themselves in mstroctlng one another in the mysteries of science 
and art ; and lectures are delivered upon moral, philoBophical, and his- 
torical subjects. 

^ Bobison has some just sentiments on this point Speakhlg of the 
materialism of Dr. PriesUy, wluch he considers as a steppinMtone to the 
atheism of Diderot and Oondorcet, he adds—'' Seeing that tbate are such 
grounds of apprehension, I think we have cause to be on our guard ; and 
3iat ever^ man who has enjoyed the sweets €i British libwty riiould be 
ver^ anxious to preserve it We should disoourace all secret assemblies 
which afibrd opportunities to the disaffected, and aU conversatioDS which 
foster any notions of political perfection, and create hankerings after 
unattainable happiness. These Alj increase the discontents of the unfor- 
tunate, the idle, and the worthkss. Above all, we should be careftil to 
discourage and check immorality and licentiousness in ever^ shape. For 
iida will of itself subvert every government, and will snbiect us to the 
vile tyranny of a profligate mob." (Proofe, p. 486.) If he had always 
written thus rationally, every sober-minded perscn would have agreed 
with him. 
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cate the corraptions of the heart, and gives the Deity his 
own proper throne and temple, viz., the masonic bosom. 
And to the practical effects of these three grand and 
leading sciences are added, in the masonic school, the 
tuition of all the lesser ornaments of the human mind ; 
for though the masonic astronomer dwelleth on high, 
and hath thoughts sublimely exalted to the firmament 
above, his heart is unelated with pride, and the lowest 
of his fellow-travellers on the earth claim his polite at- 
tention, and his kind urbanity ; though with the line of 
geoffraphic knowledge he spans the circumference of the 
earth, and of the seas, the meanest of his brethren, the 
lowest of the sons of men, can never be out of the reach 
of his brotherly affection.^^ Yes, my friends, masonic 
geography embraces within its line of philanthropic affec^ 
tion all the sons of men, wherever scattered, wherever 
dispersed : the European, the Asiatic, the American, and 
the still darker sons of Airic's burning sands, are in ma- 
sonic sentiment members of that same family, of which 
the Creator of the universe is the common father ; of 
which Jesus, the Saviour of the world, is the distinguish- 
ed elder brother ; and of which, when redemption takes 
its intended universal measurement, that one fold shall be 
everlastingly established, over which there will be but 
one shepherd, Jesus, the father and brother of all.^ Yea, 
his philosophy, unlike that infamous principle which, pre- 
tending to fraternize, lifts the weapons of destruction, 

M " The langviBge of Masonry/' aays Bro. Blanchard Powera, <<is as 
imiTersal as its benevol^t and benign prindples. No matter ifhat 
coontry, people, or langoage, a Mason sojooms among, whether in pros- 
perity or m MTenity, he is always understood, and recMfnised as a Mason. 
The door of emy lodge opens at his approach, and he recdves each 
brother's hand in lore and friendship, dnch being liie principles that 
imite and cement the gpreat masonic mmily in the bmid of union and bro- 
therly tailEbction, springing from onr Sayiour's golden rule, to do to others 
aa fife would wtsh than to do to w; who, that* is a friend if religion, and 
decency, and order^-who, that considers himself uider a moral obligation 
to practice benevole&ce and charitv to his feUow-men — can do otherwise 
tfaui approve and venerate such holy principles ? Where is the Christian 
^whffl« is the moral man, that does not secretly pray in his heart, that 
BQch heaven-bom principles may become general and universal ?" 

** After all that has been said on the subject, no Christian Mason can 
deny the refer^ce of Miuoory, in its lectures, to Christiamty. Freema- 
sonry IS cosmopolite, so is Ohristianity. All TnanlrinH will ultimately be 
embraced in one lbl4 n^der one shepherd, and that sh^herd is Christ" 
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f^ and the sword of war and bloodshed, against the dearest 

^ yties of nature ; the Mason's philosophy is the true fra- 

^ temizing philosophy of the enlightened soul, the humane, 

* the benevolent, the charitable ; and his brethren are of 

^ every tongue, and of every nation, and of every clime." 

: For, my brethren, as well as a school of human science 

f' to improve the understanding, the truly and masonically 

¥ constituted lodffe is, secondly, the source of that wisdom 

i which Cometh from above. It is the school of divine as 

t well as human learning. And wherever its lectures are 

i; properly delivered and enforced, and properly attended 

i to ; wherever its rules are properly adhered to and 

c abided by, it may be strictly called the temple of true 



»"5.. 



the intention of this house of wisdom may be, 
and often is, abused ; that it may be, and often is, pro- 
faned, is, I am very sorry to confess, too true, because, 
like all other human societies, it will at all times be liable to 
possess its defective members. But you who are advo- 
cates for ChristianitVy cannot condemn Masonry on this 
account ; for you will easily remember that a Judas may 
creep in,^^ even amongst the smallest numbers ; and in 
general experience, we know that few indeed are even 
the little circles of family compact, where all its mem- 
bers are wise, where all are prudent, where all are truly 
pious. But that it is the natural tuition of this school 
which corrupteth its pupils, I scruple not, in this most 
sacred place, most positively to deny. Nor will I ever 
flinch from the most scrupulous examination, if fairly 
called upon, to defend, before the king or the people, in 
public or private, this assertion that I have just now 

" In an imaginary invasion sketch, which appeared in the pubtic papers 
abont the time when this sermon was written, we find the following striking 
passage, which made a great impression npon the pnbUc : — ** London 
pillaged — ^the doors of priyate houses forced — &ther8 butchered in the 
presence of their childrni-H^harches broke open and church plate plon- 
dered — ^pews and altars converted into stabling — ^foor bishops mnrdered, 
who had taken reftiee in Westminster Abbev — ^the screams of women 
and children mix with the cries of the French soldiers, shouting vwe la 
republique! — St Martin's church converted into a d6p6t for the property 
acquired by pillage 1" 

'^ The defiuners of our noble Order, however, are not deterred by trifles, 
but repeat objectionB which have been refuted agam and again ; every 
new opponent appropriatiAg to himself the credit of the argumoit 



SIS 8BRM0N XI. 

made respeciinff the purity of the natural tuition of this 
school, i. e. a Masons^ lodge." 

Has the citizen, in his national, in his neighbourly, or 
in his domestic concerns, any religious obligation of 
thouffht, word, or action, to fulfil, surely this obligation, 
is enforced, is bound upon him, in his masonic engaffe- 
ments, with tenfold energy, and with tenfold bonds. 
Nor can Scripture language itself more clearly explain, 
or more powerfully enforce, his various duties as a mem- 
ber of uniyersal society, than that of the masonic lecture. 
It is, indeed, a compilation of scriptural instructive duty 
to God, as the leading principle of all human actions, 
and by which will naturally be biassed all our conduct 
towards our fellow-creatures. Our duty to GK>d is, in every 
Masons' Lodge which is at all properly conducted, the 
leading and prevailing trait of every part of masonic tui- 
tion ; and where that is the case, surely you have every 
reason to expect, in every degree, from the youngest 
novitiate to the oldest member, these truly useftil and 
truly ornamental characters — ^the faithfol citizen, the good 
neighbour the virtuous husband, the tender father, and 
constant fnend." 

First, the Mason, if properly impressed with the in- 
structions of the masonic school, must be a faithful 
citizen. I know, with some, this characteristic, which 
we glory in, is in the present moment somewhat doubted; 
and because we profess to have a secret in our Order, 

^ I would say with Bishop Watson, in his fiunons Apology >—" It is 
an easy matter to amuse oorselTes and others with the pretended immo- 
raiities of Masons, and with the ridiculous doctrines which they themselves 
invent and &ther npmi the Order ; bat a display of ingenuity or erudition 
upon such subjects is much misplaced, smoe it excites almost in evenr 
person an unavoidable suspicion of the purity of the source from which 
such polluted streams have been derived." It will be observed, that in 
the above passage I have substituted t^e word <* Masons," for ''pieUites." 

19 « The three great moral duties, to God, your neighbour, and yoursdf," 
says the old chujge to an E. A. P., ** yon are strictly to observe. To 
God, by holding h» name in awe and veneration, viewing him as the chief 
good, imploring his aid in kudable pursuits, uod supplicating his proteo- 
tion on weil-meant endeavours. To your neighbour, by always acting 
upon the souare,. and considering him equally entitled with yourself to 
share the bieaEongs of Providence, you aie to rendor unto him those 
&vours and friendly offices which, m a similar situation, you would 
expect to receive from him. And to yourself; by not abusmg the bounties 
of Providenoe, impairing your &calties by irregularity, or debasbg your 
profiassimi by inteo^Mvanoe.*' 
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which none, uninitated, can be acquainted with ; and 
because many who professed themselves Masons, have in 
many pbioes upon the Continent, put on Masonry as a 
cloak to conced their political crimes, so I am not igno- 
rant that we of this country, in this part of our character, 
and in the present moment labour under a very unfavour- 
able suspicion ; but if we examine this fairly, how unfair 
is this dark suspicion ; for, first, surely every man of com* 
men sense must confess that secrecy can be no true or 
determinate criterion of guilt ; for Jesus, the author of the 
best, and, indeed, of the only true religion of the world, 
admonished his followers to perform almost all their 
duties in secrecy, and some of his own most wonderful 
works of mercy and of power were performed apart from 
the public eye.* Yes, he sought the wilderness, the dis- 
tant valley, and the private garden, to perform many of 
his most gracious works, both of piety and of charity, of 
reproofandofencouragement,ofweeping and of rejoicing. 
Secrecy, then, can be no true criterion of guilt, however 
generally we experience that wickedness and treachery 
may, for the peculiar reasons of success or impunity, seek 
the darker corners of the earth for the performance of 
their evil deeds.^ 

A second cause of this unfair suspicion, I cannot also 
but judge equally futile with the former — ^that Judas 

^ The foartli point of fbttowahip directs that it is the daty of a Mason 
to keep afl secrets deUyered to hun as soch b^ a brother, ai^ fidthfUly as 
he would keep his own ; becanse, by betraying the tmst, he might be 
doing him the greatest i^jory he coula possibly sustain in this morUJ life. 
It would be like the yUlamy oi an assassin, who lurks in darkness to stab 
his adyenaiy when nnarmed, and least prepared to meet a foe. 

"^ The objection which has been nrged affainst Freemasonry on the 
ffTOond of its secret character, is scarcely worthy of any serioos refiitation. 
It has become threadbare, and is now used onhr by enyions and illiberal 
nindB. Its force is completely destroyed by toe consideration, that our 
u ys t erie g need not be coyered with the yeil of concealment to any worthy 
man, becaose our lodges are q»en to all the deserying. Bat the traditioos 
and esoteric doctrines of onr Order are too yahiable and too sacred to 
be permitted to become the topic of conyeraation for eyery idler who may 
desire to occapy his moments of leisore in specolations upon subjects 
which require nmch preyious study and preparation to qualify tilie critie 
ibr an equitable jud^nent Hence they are {Mresoryed, like a rich jewel 
in its casket, in the secret recesses of our lodge, to be brou^t forth only 
when the ceremonies with which their exhibition is accompanied, hayt 
inqkiied that solemnity of feeling by which alone they should be ap* 
proacbed. (Madcey's Lerioon, p. 279.) 
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covered his covetousness with the cloak of charity, and 
afterwards betrayed his master' with a kiss, could, I am 
sure common charity must allow, be no censure upon ttte 
love of John, the zeal of Peter, or the persevering fidth- 
iulness of all the rest of Christ's disciples. 

Further, and still more to the detection of fallacy. 
Can, I would ask you, can the complicated villainy of a 
foreign prince be any censure upon the complicated ffood- 
ness of our national George ? or, though almost all the 
crowned heads of Europe have sacrificed their religion at 
the shrine of infidelity, is that a substantial, is it a fisdr 
reason, that our king, amidst all his exalted piety, should 
be styled an infidel or an hypocrite 1 Surely no ! Surely, 
as rational beings, we pass no such unreasonable judg- 
ments ; and wherefore, then, though all the Masons upon 
the Continent, with all their leaders, their princes, their 
nobles, and their illuminati, were first infidels, and then 
traitors,^ shall that stain, indelible as it may yet remain 
— shall that stain sully the character of the English 
Mason, whether noble or common? or brand with in&my 
that illustrious character who waves, with triumphant 
glory, his royal hand over the Masonry of this country? 
Surely, for Christian charity's sake, we hope not ; nay, we 
firmly believe far to the contrary. And as an advocate, 
both zealous and determined — as an advocate for this 
Order, from the strongest conviction of its excellency, 
both in politics and in patriotism, I scruple not to chal- 
lenge our bitterest revuer to fix upon one single Mason 
who dare affirm, that in any of our transactions, whether 
public or private, there is a single trait, either sentimental 
or practical, in all our masonic Order, wMch bears not 



" The first tesscm taoffht ta a candidate in the lodges of Ilhiiiiiiiisiii 
was this : — " Men originuly led a patriarchal life, in wnidi every fiither 
of a fiunUy was the sole lord of Bis house and his property, while he 
himself poeseased general freedom and equality. Saheeqoently ^bsy 
became coirupted, and were oppressed, and eoflfered anspeakable misery. 
To reoover themselves, and to procnre (nil liberty and equality, man mist 
dispense with all political supports, and particnlarly witli rolers. This 
can be done in no other way but by secret associations, which will, by 
degrees and in silence, possess themselves of the government of the states, 
and make use of those means for this poipoee which the wicked use for 
attaining their base ends. By the wicked, princes and priests are parti- 
cnlarly meant, whose hands we must tie up by means of these associiSaooB, 
that we may ultimately root them out altogether." I ! ! 
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even the very enthusiasm of loyalty;' and whilst, fix>m 
long experience of every national, domestic, and re- 
ligious blessinff we enjoy, we cannot but adore our king 
as our tender father, so, also, doubting not the excellency 
of his hereditary successor, as men we cannot but love 
him as our prince, as Masons, we cannot but adore him 
as our Grand Master.^ Nor further, my friends do I fear 
to challenge any accuser of the brethren to this additional 
enquiry, i. e. that of counting over your national volun- 
teer corps; and amongst them Masons innumerable you 
shall find, in scarlet and in blue, with the sword and 
with the bayonet, with the heart and with the fortune, 
ready — ^yes, almost enthusiastically ready, to lay down 
their lives for their king and for their prince, for their 
country and for her laws.^ A Masons' lodge is a house 
indeed of loyal patriotism ; and firmly fixed upon the 
seven pillars, it will, I doubt not, firmly stand the test of 
every triaU whether of contest or of solicitation.*" 

■ The doctrine of Freemasonry " says Bro. Jieans, of Southampton, in 
an address to the brethren, Aogost 3, 1792, "embraoos all thenatoral, 
moral, and political obligations of society. It directs ns to fulfil our duty 
to our God, our king, our neighbours, and oarselyes. It inculcates reve- 
rence, resignation and gratitude to Him who made and preserves us — 
obedience and loyalty to him who in justice and clemency rules over us—* 
courtesy and amity to our nei|^bour— equity and compaBsion to all 
mankind. It teaches us to pity and forsive our enemies, to love and 
reward our friends, to rdieve the distressed, and cherish the n^lected.'' 

** The Masons, at this eventfbl period, used every means at their disposal 
to repudiate the charges made a^Eunst the Order, that it was a vefaide for 
revolutionary purposes. In an address from our Grand Lodge to the 
Duke of Sudermania, signed by the Prince of Wales, as Grand Master, 
in 1799, the following remarkable passa^ occurs : — ^* Let us proscribe 
all those innovations which can enable either dangerous enthusiasts or 
profligate conspirators to work in darkness, under the hallowed veil of 
our institution ; and let our labours, like those of our predecessors, be 
characterized by our adoration of the Almighty, by our submission to the 
government of our country, and b v our love to our neighbour. These princi- 
ples will justifv the protection wnich vou receive fr<m your august sover- 
eign, and which we similarlv enjoy under our inestimabfe father and king." 

* The candidate is taught, at his first admission into the Order, to oe 
exemplary in the discharge of his civil duties, by never proposing, or at 
all countenancing, any act that may have a tend^cy to subvert the peace 
and good order of society ; by paying due obedience to the laws of any 
state which maj for a time become tne place of his residence, or afibitl 
him its protection ; and above all, bv never losing sight of the allegiance 
due to the sovereign of his native land ; ever remembering that nature 
has implanted in every man's breast a sacred and indissoluble attachment 
to that country from which he has derived his burth and infiuQt nurture. 

" It is an undoubted fiust that tiiis country was indebted for its safety. 
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Again, to the excellencies of a patriotiam, exceeded 
by no aocietj, there is taught also, in this house of wis* 
dom, every neighbourly and domestic qualification that 
can ffive to human actions their proper and characteristic 
excellency, or that can at once render her pupils useful 
and ornamental membws of society.'' Christian love, 
and philanthropic benevolence, are amongst the most 
prominent features of our Order ; and v^hoever of our 
members act not, as far as understanding and ability will 
allow, according to these sentiments, his profession is an 
empty name ; he may, indeed, go in and out amongst us, 
but he cannot be of us, for if he had been really and sen- 
timentally of us, he never could have departed from us in 
action. Indeed, the Christian description of morality 
and domesticism, is the onlv true description of masonic 
morality and of masonic domesticism ; for just as that 
describes what every man ought to be, so the masonic 
lecture forms and models her every docile pupil. And 
whoever enters into that house, which this day Wisdom 
may be said to have newly built in this neighbourhood, 
though he enters rough as the unpoUshed ashlar, newly 
hewn out of the quarry ; yet, if he is docile and zealous, 
soon, by the curious art of the Master Masons and their 
Fellowcrafts, will all this native roughness begin to 
vanish, and the polish of the most kind urbanit;^, and of 
the most refined numanity , will quickly appear in its stead, 
and show forth itself with all the graces of a meek and 

in a mat measore, to the volmiteer system, although Mr. Wvndham 
violently opposed it in the House, asserting that he considered it from the 
first " as a great, though remote, source of danger to the country ; he was 
aihod of it as an armed democracy. He maintained that the vohmteer 
corps were not only undisciplined, but were characterized by a total 
incapacity for discipline ; they never could be capable of that discipline 
necessary to make them useftil ; it was as hnpossible as to make a silk 
purse of a sow's earl He entered his protest aeainst the system, con- 
vinced that it neither was, nor could come to, good." (Morning Herald, 
Dec. 13, 1803.) 

"^ It is somewhat strange that the heathen philosophers should have 
entertained corresponding ideas of the perfection of wisdom. ''Hie 
gods," they said, " granted us a guide to conduct us through these unce^ 
udn paths. This guide is wisdom, which is the greatest eood, as igno- 
rance is the greatest evil. Wisdom is enlightened reason, which, divesoug 
the objects of our hopes and fears of their &]se colours, shows them to us 
such as they are in themselveB, fixes our unsettled judgments, and deter- 
mines our will, bv the sole force of evidence." (Anadiarsis, vol iii. p. 439, 
with authorities.) 
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quiet i|^irit.^ Hence, if the initiate truly and effectual* 
ly receivea the instructions of our secret royal art, you 
will find him readily and constantly practising all those 
duties which are ever esteemed the best ornaments iA 
human society, the strongest proofs of Christianity ; and 
by which alone we can either perform any part of the 
divine will, or be useful in society one to the other.'* 
Yes, in this Order, my friends, is found — wherever its 
members are truly what they profess to be — in this 
Order is found, in all their best excellencies, those grand 
characteristics of human glory — the husband, the father^ 
the brother, and the friend. 

First the husband ; in this assertion I shall at first seem 
a little paradoxical to the female part of my hearers, for 
I am very unpleasantly acquainted, that they are som^ 
what restrained in in their approbation of our Order f^ 
because they mistakingly imagine, that that secresy 
which we pretend to, may have a tendency to hold back 
that universal communication, which is so much the bond 
and felicity of the matrimonial state f^ but let my fair 
auditors believe me, that the laws of Masonry command 
us to withhold nothing from them which can possibly add 
anything in the least degree to their felicity ; and that, 
that secrecy which we pretend to, and with which they are, 
I believe, sometimes not a little angry, is more a bond of 
union amongst ourselves, than it is any key of depriva* 

* Witiioat a quiet spirit Masonry will be nselesB. It is to^infbse sadi 
A spirit that Masonry has been established, aad this is truly the spirit of 
a Christian. 

** Amongst otiier duties, he is taught to practise uniyersal beneficence ; 
to be eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame ; that whenever, in his pro- 
gress through life, he should meet with a worthy man, and particularlY 
a brother, in a state of distress, he should feel fajmself bouna to stretch 
forth the right hand (^ fellowship, to comfort, succour and protect him. 

* They ought not to be so ; for they are our earliest and best instruc- 
tors. Even Itobison could say: '' While mothers in the respectable sta- 
tions of life continue to inculcate on the tender minds of their sons a vene- 
ration for the precepts of religion, their pliant children, receiving thdr 
instructions alonff with affectionate caresses, get impressions which are 
sure to protect them from the impulses of youtnful passions, till ripening 
years have fitted their minds for listening to serious instruction firom 
their pnblic teachers." 

" ''Who make the best teachers ?" asta' an American writer. And he 
answers : ^ virtuous and strong-minded mothers, addicted to domesticity^ 
and the manufiEu^ture of dumplmgs." There is more truth than poetry m 
this, if philosophy could find it out 
15 
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tion to them, of all, or indeed of any, of those tlionghts 
and affections of our souls, by which the heart of every 
Mason is united to that of his better self, his beloved 
wife.^ And this I am bold to declare, that if ever Ma- 
sonry was made the channel of any husband giving one 
unquiet moment to his wife, that man is, by this his un* 
natural conduct, the very disgrace of Masonry, the most 
vile accuser of the brethren, and an horrid blasphemer of 
all good and of all holy things. Yes, my female hearers, 
for whose felicity I will be always most anxious, the 
ffood Mason must be the ffood husband ; and what, per- 
haps, will be still more pleasing to the tender hearts of 
my present female friends, he must be also a ffood 
parent.^ Tes, so far from Masonry possessing anything 
which may tend to estrange us from these our best aflec- 
tions, the wife of our bosom, or the offspring of our per- 
sons, that in every masonic engagement, nay, even in our 
most pious labours, we are strictly charged to yield and 
surrender our whole souls to that charity and love, that 
affection and duty, which nature gives. Tes, which 
nature gives to the wife, and also to the child. These 
dearest and undivided objects of our affection, firmly 
bound up by every string of the heart,^ and as well pro- 
vided for as our best exertions, both of body and mind, 
will admit of; then, with whatever remains, whether of 
the affections of the soul, or of the remnants of proper- 
ty and fortune, we hope we have no selfish passion, no 
S grovelling or covetous de^res. No, Masonry, in all her 
essons, ft>rbids the smallest indulgence of any of these 

^ So far from Masonry being prodactive of an unkindly fediqg 
between husband and wife, it encourages domestic quietness, and recomr 
mends its members to be good husbands, fathers, and friends. 

* The exclusion of fenuUes is not peculiar to Freemasonry, or to the in- 
stitutions of any age or country. Amongst the heathens, females were 
not admitted to some of their sacred rites and ceremonies. As to the 
Jews, the nudes only were concerned in many things both of a civil and 
sacred nature. No female might be admitted to an inheritance with 
a male ; they had no share in the civil government, or in the priesthood ; 
males were to appear three times a year before the Lord ; but, according 
to their oral law, women and servants were exempted. The male Jews 
valued themselves very much because they were Isoraelites and not Gen- 
tiles ; men and not women ; free men and not servants. (Burder's Orien- 
tal Customs, vol. ii., p. 371.) 

^ Here nature displays itself in such striking colours that all mankind 
ma<st admit its truth. 
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sordid affections ; and the heart of eyeiy good Mason is, 
b^ the same spirit of benevolence and love, by which it 
diffuses happiness at home, equally expanded, though in 
lesser, because in more numerous streams, to difiuse hap- 
piness abroad. First to our brethren, and then to all the 
world. For the child in distress, the Mason's bosom has 
always an open comer; where, like his dignified Master, 
the Saviour of the world, he frequently carries the 
lambs of the flock. For virtuous sorrow, the Mason's 
eye has always at least the pitpng tear; and he thus 
truly enjoys the luxury of a tear, in weeping with those 
who weep."* 

To instruct the ignorant and defend the female orphan, 
^e have not only our own peculiar asylum, but we have 
also our mite, wherever these pious institutions may at 
any time seek our additional or extraordinary aid. To 
wipe away the widow's tear, and heal the rankled bosom 
of distress, masonic pity and masonic benevolence hold 
out in the hand of chanty, the richest cordial of comfort, 
sincere endeavour, the softest balm of commiseration, 
zealous exertion.^ The fleece of his flock is always ready 
to make garments for the naked and the uncovered, the 
wheat of nis floor is always ready to be threshed for the 
hungry, his cruise of oil and his barrel of n^eal never 
cease to be divided, till they fail in their produce ; and 
wherever any distress may be found to be beyond the 
limits of his ability and fortune, though grieved he has 
no more to give, he gives his hearty wish, he breathes 

• See " GrQndliche Nachricht von Orden der Freimaurer ; Frankfort, 
1768." " L'Etoile Flamboyante, on la Soci6t6 dee Francmafons, oon- 
siderfte sons tons lea aspects ; Frankfort, 1766." See alBO, ** De Plickten, 
Wetten, of Akemeine, Begelen der Yrye Metzelaren ; Haag, 1778." It 
sometimes onfortonately happens that the brethren do not always act 
agreeably to the above principles. See Preston's " State of Facts, 1778," 
especially from p. 82 to the end ; and at the present day, a pamphlet 
with the significant motto from Shakespeare, '* W hat time is it 7 Time to 
be honest" 

" " Pore religion and nndefiled before God and the Father is this : to 
vidt the &therle8s and widows in their aflOiction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world." (James i., 27.) ** Now the end of the com- 
mandment is charity oat of a pore heart, and a g^ood conscience, and faith 
im£^ffned." (1 Tim. i., 5.) "For the grace of God that bringeth salya- 
tion,liath appeared nnto all men ; teaching us that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world." (Titus ii., 11.) 
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liifi anxious sigh, he prays his fervent prayer; these, my 
beloved hearers, these are the lessons which are taught 
in the house which, when Masonry emplovs the archi- 
tect, wisdom buildeth ; the fear oi Qod, the honour of 
the king, the love of the brotherhood, and good will to 
all mankind." 

Now to the members of this newly constituted lodge 
in this neighbourhood, I address myself with the most 
serious concern, and with all the anxiety of the most 
affectionate brotherly love. I charge you before God, 
and under the authority of our highly worthy Proi^ncial 
Grand Master, I most seriously charge you before God, 
that you make manifest proof to all around you, that 
wisdom and goodness, not folly and vice, hath here in- 
deed built her house, in the consecration of the Jacob's 
Lodge ; and indeed may all those same blessings of the 
Grand Architect of universal nature rest upon you, which 
rested upon that holy patriarch, after whose name, as a 
body, ye are called ; yes, with a numerous progeny of 
holy brethren, may he bless you ; and with corn, and 
wine, and oil, may he continually sustain them, and their 
families, and their households. Let the piety of that 
holy patriarch, after whom you have so religiously 
chosen tq be named, be always the standard of all your 
actions ; let his confidence in his God, in all his tribu- 
lations, be the standard and pattern of all your religious 
exercises ; and may the same God descend by the three 
grand rounds of the holy patriarch Jacob's ladder, faith, 
hope, and charity," and ffive you all that lively trust 
and confidence in your holy patron's God, which guided 
all the future conauct of the truly pious Jacob.® 

To the rest of you my brethren, as also to the whole 
of this congregation, I give my best thanks for your veir 
amiable ana pious attention to these my zealous, though 



" lAaaoDTj embraces all mankind in a bond of muTeraal brotheriiood. 
If a Mason be in distress, we assist him, without eoqoirinff into his leli- 
noos fidth, his education, or his country. It is enough for us to know 
that he is a brother and in want 

* For a M explanation of these masonic Yirtaes, the reader is leftned 
to a small volume of Pulpit Addresses by the Editor, called "Jacobs 
Ladder," latdy published by Bro. Spencer. 

^ His celebrated dream and conference with the AJmighty, are dflfnctod 
in a Masons' lodge by a series of permaneDt symbols. 
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very humble endeavours, of cautioning the brethren uni* 
veisally, not in any instance to let their good be evil 

rken of; or from any cause, to suffer strangers to con- 
m, untried, this our institution, which I assure you 
is ancient as the universe, pure as the Maker of that 
universe, and beloved, 1 may truly say, by all, both high 
and low, rich and poor, who have made trial of its ex- 
cellencies. 

PEAYER. 

Almighty Father of Mercies! God of all grace and 
truth ! source of all true wisdom ! Bless, we pray thee, 
with the light of thy truth, and the sanction of thme all- 
glorious presence, this assembly of thy people, now pros- 
trate before thee ; lift upon us the light of thy counte* 
nance, and save us with an everlasting salvation. May 
the present assembling ourselves together meet vnth 
such a portion of thine approbation, that we may all be 
truly benefited, and thy name everlastingly glorified. 
As members of our particular society, may we be all 
united in the true bonds of brotherly love, and may the 
true fear of God so influence every bond of our sacred 
union, that our masonic principles may bear the true in- 
signia of all Christian perfection. Let thy holy blessing, 
most gracious Jehovah, rest upon the peculiar engage- 
ments of this day ; and as we have both publicly and 
privately most earnestly invoked the sanction of thy 
power, thy wisdom, and thy holiness, upon the house 
this day consecrated to thy glory, so we now conclude 
with earnestly beseeching thee, to give to us that bless- 
ing which no one can revoke, and that sanction which 
no one can disannul. 

May the members of this lodge, upon which we at this 
time peculiarly implore thy blessing, each of them enjoy 
and participate those rich blessings, which the richness 
of thy invariable promise bestowed upon that holy patri- 
arch, after whom they are most religiously named. May 
their teachers be enabled to cultivate in the minds of the 
present members, and in the hearts of all future novitiates, 
those three grand principles of the Christian religion, 
which are in the masonic symbols always acknowledged 
as the three grand rounds of that conveyance of th^ 
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descent of the Spirit of Ood upon that holy patriarch. 
Tea, gracious Father, may all these people have that 
faith, which is the substance of things hoped for ; the 
evidence of things not seen. May they possess that sure 
hope and confidence, in all the future realities of eternity, 
that shall at all times cast a pleasant insignificancy upon 
all temporal felicities, trials, and distresses. And may 
they all possess that true Christian masonic charity, that 
shall give them in their hearts and in their bosoms, all 
the true and unabating felicity of the love of God ; and 
produce in their actions, all the true and substantial 
effects of an unadulterated love of their fellow-creatures. 
And above all, may it be truly found, that as in every 
masonic bosom, there always remaineth faith, hope, and 
charity, that in the life of every brother, the greatest of 
these, according to the apostolical picture, the greatest 
of these is charity. To the true effect of this great, this 
truly Christian purpose, rest thou. Almighty Jacob's 
Father, upon this masonic assembly now before thee ; 
and with all the energetic powers of thy divine and hea- 
venly influence, generate in every soul, those holy prin- 
ciples of divine and heavenly charity, that shall influence 
the hand, the heart, and the conduct, superior to every 
human prejudice ; and we, one and all. Christians and 
masonic Christians, be brethren. Make us useful mem- 
bers of society ; preserve us from the religious and the 
Solitical defections of the age in which we live ; fearing 
^od truly, may we honour the king loyally ; and may 
this masonic petition be fully answered, '' that God would 
bless the king, and give righteousness to the king's son." 
May the enemies of our country, whether within or with- 
out, be overturned in all their most violent attempts ; 
subverted in all their most private schemes ; and at last 
converted to their own true interests, namely, the love 
of all those things, which give honour to God, safety to 
his anointed, and peace to the world at large. 

Gracious Father ! we pray for all mankind ; that thou 
wouldest send thy gospel of peace into every comer of 
the world, and its holy influence into every comer of 
eveiy human heart. Bring together the Jew, the Turk, 
the Infidel ; and let all join, not only the professed, but 
the really converted Christian ; that we may now see 
the beginning of that happy day, when thy tme and 
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Baying knowledge shall fill the earth, as the waters do the 
channels of the sea. Yes, holy Father ! give us a small 
taste of that prospect, when all intelligent nature shall 
begin to participate that univerBal restitution, which 
shall bend the revolting universe to nature's Ood; and 
thou, who really art so, begin to be acknowledged; 
truly the all in all. Great Ood ! dismiss us now with 
thy holy, thy benevolent blessing; in the name and 
through the merits of that same Jesus, to whom with 
thee, and the Holy Spirit, we ascribe as unto one God, 
eternal and everlasting praises. Amen and Amen. 



HTMNS, 

Swig b^€ md ofUr the Sermon, at the CoiutUvtion qf ^ 
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O thou, whose dread Ahmgfatf hsiid, 
Laid the foundatioDB of the world ; 

Whose poiwer no creature can withstand* 
Whose veDgeance on thy foes is hnxl'd. 

n. 
Thoa, who with majesty diyine, 

Hast clothed the heayeos with radiant li^; 
Ordam*d the son by day to shine, 

And form'd the moon to rale tlie night 



To thee our songs of praise we bring, 
To thee address our fervent prayer; 

With length of days crown George oar King, 
And make oar land thy special caie. 

IV. 

So shall the wand'ring nations own. 

All victory from thee is given ; 
And view thee as the corner stone, 

Whereon we brethren bmld oor heaven. 



834 SERMON XI. 

BBrORS SSBMOV. 
I. 

WImd David's soa with woadrow akiO* 

A temple did prepare ; 
Israel wiui zeal nis oourts did fill 

And God was honoar*d there. 



Oelestial rays of glOTiooa light' 

The sacred walls coDtaln'd 
T he p are refoiraice day and night, 

Vnth awfol force remunU 

m. 
may thy presence, gracious Lord, 

In our assembly be ; 
Ei^hten ns to know thy word, 

That we may honour thee. 

IV. 

And when the final tramp shall sound, 
To radge the world of sm ; 

Withm thy oonrts may we be fbimdy 
Eternally shnt in: 

AFTSm flIBMOII. 

I. 
Let Jacob's sons their voices raise^ 

To 2Son*s glorioos King ; 
And in exalted strains of praise, 

Loud Halldigahs sing. 



Qlory, dominion, moe and migiil^ 

Ascribe to God on high ; 
Land him ye host of angels bright, 

Thronghout the starry sl^. 

•iKinffiTULlt^lL 8Cniron.TH.l,ft 



SEBMON XII. 

THE MASONIC JEWELS. 

PEBAGHKD AT MAIDSTONE, JUNE 27, 1799, AT TfB AMNI- 
VBSSART PBOVINCULL ORAND hODQB FOR THE COUNTY 
OF KENT. 

^ And they shall be mine, saiUi the Lard ofHosUj in that day Vfhen I make 
up mv Jewels, and I will spare them as a man spared his own Son thai 
servm him" 

Malachi UL 17. 

There is perfect beauty in all the works of God, 
When he had finished creation, his own eye, which is 
always infinitely perfect in discernment, ana ever unsul- 
lied in judgment, pronounced that all was nery good* In 
his providence, such is the excellency of his guidance, 
and the nniversality of his care — ^his knowledge, and his 
protection, — ^that a sparrow falleth not to the ground 
without his permission ; and the very hairs on our heads 
are all nunibered. In the work of redemption, that 
superior — if any one work of God can have any peculiar 
superiorily over another — ^that superior effort of his inhe- 
rent ffoodness, shines with a lustre which is worthily 
adored by angels, which is inexpressible in all the most 
powerful effi>rts of human language, and which eternity, 
past, present, and to come, is alone long enough fully to 
explam. In his present and in his future judgment, and 
in all the effects of that judgment, whether present or 
future, which, with respect to our present or our eter- 
nity of existence, may oe termed his final work — ^there 
is an equal beauty as in all his former* He always does 
and he always will, with infinite wisdom, with the 
strictest justice, and with the most unspotted righteous* 
ness, discern between the righteous iod the wicked; 



236 SERMON ZIL 

between him who serveth him, and him who serveth 
him not ; between him who entereth into^ with a desire 
to perform, the sentiments of divine determination, and 
him who runneth counter to the counsels and wisdom 
of divine and irreproachable judgment. Yes, the former, 
i, e. the riffhteous, when he maketh up his jewels,^ will 
immediately enjoy that glorious selection of being his. 
The latter, i. e. the wicked, will require and therefore 
must endure all tho severity of the refiner's fire. The 
former, i. a. those who enter into with a desire to per- 
form the sentiments of divine determination, will, not- 
withstanding all the exertions of their enemies to the 
contrary, be immediatly spared, even with all that affec- 
tionate pilnr with which a father spareth his own son 
that serveth him, from all severity oi suffering and endu- 
rance, both of present and of future pujxishment.' The 
latter, t. e. those who run counter to the counsels and 
wisdom of divine and irreproachable judgment, will 
require and consequently must endure that strict and 
righteous chastisement and correction which is necessary 
for the restoration and renewal of that perfect order and 
that perfect beauty of that system of universal glory, 
purity, and felicity, for which universal nature was 
mtended in its first creation — ^for which it is, in provi- 
dence, hourly supported — ^for which the God of nature, 
in the person and character of Jesus Christ, endured the 
cradle, the cross, and the grave' — and for which all the 



^ In Masonry the jewels are implements of architectore, and are of two 
kinds, the one moveable, and the other immoveable ; and they are terni^ 
jewels because they have a moral tendency which renders thSem jewels of 
inestimable value. 

* For the accomplishment of this happy oonsammation the Qennan 
Masons used formerly to address a newly mitiated candidate thus : ^ 
thou, whom we have initiated in the doctrines of wisdom, son of virtue 
and friendslup, listen to us, and open thine heart to the serious precepts 
of tmtL We will show thee the path to happiness of lifer--the way in 
which thou mayest please thy Creator ; how thou mayest employ with 
benign success, for the benefit of manlond, all the means which Provi- 
dence has entrusted thee with, and thus procure thyself the sacred plea- 
sures of benevolence 1" And then the Master proceeded to eacpfaim all 
the relative and social duties which it behoved hmi to practise 

'The masonic lectures which were in use when oar Bra Inwood 

S reached the above sermons, referred the number /ve, in the FellowciraAB' 
Qgree, to the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our blessed 
Bavioor, which were explained seriatim. 



THB MASONIC JBWBL8. 237 

work both of present and future judgment, consistent 
with the essential glory of the divine mind, is so emi- 
nently calculated to produce. 

To a serious consideration of this selection of distribu- 
tive Justice, in some degree in all the present, and fully 
and finally in all the future determinations of divine judg- 
ment,^ our text eminently refers, upon every occasion — 
whether public, as in the present instance, or private, as 
in our general sphere of action — the Christian preacher 
and the Christian hearer; and that also in every cha- 
racter he sustains, whether as the offspring of his Creator 
or the companion of his associates in the world. And how 
far the words which I have now delivered, as the motto of 
my present address, maybe made applicable to our present 
meeting,^ I feel no hesitation in leaving to the candour 
of that part of my audience for whom I am in the present 
moment particularly engaged, and whose affectionate 
partiality 1 have, upon so many prior occasions, so very 
universally and, however unworthily, so particularly en- 
joyed* And that it can by any means be irrelevant to 
the experience and sentiments of the other part of my 
present hearers, my fears are wholly banished by their 
very respectable appearance, and by their very Chris- 
tian-like behaviour. 

The judgment of God then, I proceed to observe, both 
in its present and future determinations, produces this 
selection of distributive justice ; i. e. that it distinguishes 
between the righteous and the wicked ; between him 
who serveth Qod and him who serveth him not. The 
former, i. e. the righteous and him who serveth Qod, as 
our text particularly expresseth, it 8i>areth in the present 
from all severity of judgment, and it rewardeth in the 
future with that high, that inexpressible, and that distin- 
guishing badge of glory and honour and felicity, which, 
I suppose, cannot fail of being fully understood in that 
elegant and expressive term of being his, when he maketh 
up the jewels of his kingdom,* 

* It WM kniff Buppoeed, both by Jews and GhnstiaiiBi that tfais judg- 
ment would tuLe place in the Valley of Jehoebaphat, near Jeraflalem ; 
and it was, therefore, introduced Into the lectures of Masonry. 

* Tliis was, I am inclined to think, the last masonic sermon our worthy 
brother ever preached. 

* The doctrine of rewards and pnnishmentB is peculiar to Ohristlanily: 
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Our subject, then, divideth itself into two parts. Firsti 
by way of instruction, the description of a character. 
Secondly, by way of encouragement to the obtainment 
of that character, its present preservation and its iiitare 
rewards ; which we will endeavour pratically to improve 
as we proceed by a faithful application to both the distin- 
guishing parts of the present congregation, namely, those 
who are Masons and those who are not Masons.^ 

First, the character. This character, which by way 
of instruction I would endeavour at this time to exhibit 
to your attention, is depicted both in the verse preced- 
ing our text and in that which follows it, and is described 
with those peculiar appellations, which are always, or 
at least very generally, used as expressing a character 
of the highest worth— of the most universal excellency. 
If you only say, as in the verse preceding our text, ** he 
feareth Qod and thinketh upon his Name,^^ you must acknow- 
ledge, for I am sure conscience will acknowledge, that to do 
this habitually, he must be universally a good man ; and 
that for this simple reason, the habitual fear of God will 
ever be an habitual antidote to all evil and to all sm. 
But again, if you say, as in the verse following our text: 
^^heis righteous and serveth God^^^ it is the very same both 
in nature and in degree ; he is a ^ood man and a good 
Christian, and if he be a Mason he is also a good Mason.* 

and the resurrection of tlie body is symbolized in the third d^ree of 
Masonry. 

' This division is essentially nsefol in a masonic sermon, because it 
affords the preacher an opportonity of applying his subject to both. 

" The morality of Masonry is the morality of Christianity. And how 
was it introduced into the world? Whj by divine inspiration. Its 
aathor, in eztenial aj^pearance, was a Jewidi peasant, the son of a ca^ 
penter, living with his &ther and mother in a remote province in Paks- 
tine, until the time that he produced himself in his public charact^. He 
had no master to instruct or prompt him ; he had read no books but the 
works of Moses and the prophets ; he had visited no polished cities ; ha 
luid received no lessons from Socrates or Plato— notmng to form in him 
a taste or judgment dififerent from that of the rest of his countrymen, and 
of persons of ue same rank of life with himself. Supposing it to be true, 
which it is not, that all his points of morality might be picked out of 
Greek and Boman writings, they were writings wmch he had never seen. 
Supposing them to be no more than what some or other had taught in 
Tanous times and pbu^es, be could not collect them tosether. Who were 
his ooa^jntors in the undertakipff — the persons into whose hands the reli- 
gion came after his death? A few fishermen upon the kke of Tiberias^ 
poEaoni jost as uaedscated, and, for the purpose of finouqg rska of 
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The first, the most prevalent trait in his character ig, 
then, this — he feareto and he serveth God. Now this 
part of my subject I would thus introduce : his service of 
bis God is eminently descriptive of the nature of his fear 
of G^d ; for, my friends, I am well persuaded that there 
is a fear of God, which may be instilled into the minds of 
men, and which indeed many, I am sorry to observe, 
without any reflection upon any of my present audience, 
of my profession endeavour to instil ; and against which 
I shall ever think it one of my first duties in the Chris- 
tian ministry to enter a positive caveat. There is a fear 
of God which will never, I am well persuaded, produce 
any service truly acceptable to him. For instance, to 
fear him as an austere sovereign, difficult to please and 
captious in his choice of service ; to fear him as a cruel 
tyrant, little noticing and seldom deigning to accept even 
the most humiliating services of his creatures ; to fear 
him as a hard and churlish Master, ever anxious to reap 
where he has not sowed, ever covetous to gather where 
he has not strewed — ^is a fear more- becoming the sojourn* 
ing Israelites in the land of Egypt before their unrighte- 
ous taskmasters — ^is a fear more becoming the trembling 
slaves of a Nero's arbitrary sceptre — or, indeed, is a fear 
more becoming the more modern mockery of the ^' liberty 
and equality" of the trembling slaves of a French Direc- 
tory.^ But to fear God, as he ought to be feared, and 
which alone can produce that service with which he can 
possibly be pleased, is, if we may compare the high 

moralitj, m trnpromiBioff as himself. Suppose the missioii to be real, all 
this 18 accounted for ; bat without reality, it is very difficult to ezplaiii 
how such a system should proceed from such persons. (See Paley'a 
Byid^ces of Christianity, part ii., c. 2.) 

* T%e following lines were written on a bknk leaf of a copy of the His- 
tory of the French Revolution, during the late struggle for tnedom in 
Switaerland, by a friend and brother : — 

I hate mook freedom'! frantio noiie, 
Her canting, philanthropic voioe. 

Those orocoaile effusions, 
PraotiB'd upon the rights of man 
Bvevery rillain charlatan, 

With magioal delnsiom. 
While hearts shaU beat, and tean shall flow. 



Forpablio wrong and private woe, 

We weep those savage orimes. 
Ambition, oreaohery, fiiind, and spoil| 



i weep those savage orimes. 
laohery, frand, ai * 
toe grasp than u 
> modern times. 



May vengeaaoe grasp than in his tuu, 
l5isgraeetoi 
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things of the spirit with the things natural to our present 
experience, ana in any degree equivalent to our present 
knowledge, is to fear him as an affectionate child regards 
the paternal authority, however firm, of his tender and 
indulgent father — ^is to fear him as the faithful servant 
regards the kind, however persevering, authority of his 
kind and benevolent master — is to fear him as the sub- 
ject of a free and well-regulated government regards the 
authority of him who is indeed his supreme yet fatherly 
governor.^*^ Now, from a fear like this, majr justly be 
expected a service honourable and beneficial to the 
served, and pleasing and easy to the performer of the 
service. As a child, he listens with the most anxious 
attention, and obeys with the most willing alacrity; 
every command bears to him the voice of love, and all obe- 
dience is the act of affection. And, further, he who thus 
fears God will anticipate all, the very extremity of com- 
mand, rather than procrastinate even the lenity of request; 
indeed, his request will be that of Samuel in the vision of 
the night — ** speak Lord, for thy servarU hearetk;'*^ or with 
the astonished Paul in his journey to Damascus — **Lord, 
what wik thou have me to do f^^ He who thus feareth God 
will never wait, like the slothful servant, to know what 
part of the command he may avoid with impunity ; but 
IB rather anxious for the increase of the command, that 
he may prove the reality of his afiection, by the zeal and 
activity of his obedience. These, and only these, are 
the valuable sacrifices of the law, and of that obedience 
to the command, with which God is well pleased. It is 
from love alone we can ever fully complete the tables 
of the covenant, or ever justly fulfil the standard of 
divine obedience. In vain is every oblation of the new 
moon, or even of the holy sabbath itself, upon any other 

*^ In a Gennan masonic address, the following passage ocean : ^ Pray 
to God for the preservation of kings, and exert all thy powers in &yoor 
of thy country. Should'st thoa ever neglect this sacied doty — should 
thy heart not beat with joy at the dear names of thy conntry and prince 
— every Mason woold torn thee away as a distorber of pablic tranquillity 
and order, and an ontcast that does not deserve to partake of the prero- 
gative of a society that has particular claims upon the esteem and confi- 
dence of the sovereign power ; because, animated with patriotism and 
zeal to form the best citizens, she makes it an invariable law for her 
pupils to fulfil all civil duties in the most distinguished manner, and from 
the purest motives." 
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2 principle. No! love alone, says Jesus, is the falfilling 

g of the law." 

^ Listen, my friends, but a single moment, to the pleas- 

:, ing voice of natural affection ; attend, my beloved hearers, 

J! in anv single instance to the commands of disinterested 

■. friendship ; and these alone, according to their degree, 

.' are the true standards for any measurement of that divine 

^. and religious obedience, which proceeds from the true 

1^ fear of God. With this love the majesty of heaven sits 

high enthroned in all his creatures' bosoms. With this 

love, the sceptre of the Almighty easily bears its sovereign 

•! sway over every affection of his creatures' hearts; and 

with this love, the human soul soars above all human 

^ distinctions, and all human impediments, and flies upon 

■ the wings of obedience, to rest for ever upon the security 

of divine approbation." 

But again, the truly righteous not only fulfils, in a very 
superior degree, the nrst part of his character in the fear 
and service of his God, but he is righteous in his character, 
in the moral sense of the word, and serveth his fellow- 
creature, from that same godlike principle of all godlike 
actions, namely, love.^^ Now this ia the grand criterion 
of all human judgment, respecting the character of our 
fellow-creature. For, my friends, the intercourse of the 
human soul with its Creator, in the exercise of love, or 
^ fear, or any of the consequent fruits of these, t. e. prayer, 

^ praise, adoration, and the like ; this intercourse* no one 

' out the spirit of the man himself can possibly so clearly 

f discriminate as in anv sense properly to pass either praise 

or censure. No ! my friends, it is secret all, betwixt me 

^^ And in this divine spirit of love, St. John adds : — " If anv man see 
f his brother sin a sin which is not nnto death, hd shall ask, and he shaU 

V give him life for them that sin not unto death." (1 John, v. 16.) 

" The best description of the operation of charity or brotherly love 
tliat ever was written, or that ever will be written, is contained in 1 Cor. 
S xiii.y which I woold recommend every brother to read with attention, 

f' and to meditate npon it with seriousness. 

I " It is the excellence of the masonic sjstem, that it ennobles, reffnlates, 

r and directs brotherly love to proper objects, and moderates it within dne 

': boonds. Finding this principle in l^e hnman mind, it does not banish, 

» bnt encourage it ; does not depress, bat exalt it ; does not abate, bat 

i promote itl It is condncted, b^r piet^, to proper objects, is animated with 

i the noblest expectations, and is trained np for perpetual exercise in a 

t world where it shall be perfectly pnrified, pe^ectly extended, and per* 

( fectly rewarded. The same thing has been said of Ohristianity. 
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and my God ; you know it not. It is secret all^ betwixt 
you and your God; I know it not. This intercourse is 
spirit with spirit ; and the bodily eye, or the bodily ear, 
are strangers, total strangers to all the operations of the 
spirit of a man with his Creator, or the spirit of the Lord 
with his creature man.^^ However, notwithstanding this 
reciprocal secrecy of intercourse between God and man, 
there is a clue by which, with fair judgment, the criticism 
of just reason, and the aids of inspiration, there is a clue 
by which we are authorized, in some measure, to judge 
both of the nature, of the degree, and of the sincerity, 
reality, and utility of this intercourse. The argument of 
scripture, which we may always very justly style the 
truest criticism of all just reason, stands thus: ^*he that 
loveth Gody will love hit brother aUof^ and again, ^' he that 
loveih him that begat, loveth him also who is begotten <f Atm.** 
And this same principle of love, which produceth in 
the conduct of the true Christian towards God our 
religious reverence and our spiritual service,^^ must 
naturally produce in the conduct of the good man, 
the benevolent regard, the fraternal affection, and the 
tender and faithful ^services of man to man. When our 
Saviour, therefore, for his glory, saith, *' i^ ye love me, 
keep my commandmenu ;^^ man says to man, and divine 
reasoning every where authorizes this similarity of re- 
quest ; if you love me, evidence that love in your practice. 
It is practice only that can ever fully or substantially 
prove the truth or the reality of any sentiment, therefore 
we thus go on to argue and advise. Is man, under divine 
authority, your ruler and governor 1 render obedience to 
him, according to the measure of his authority; thus 
saith scripture: ^^ honour to whom honour^ fear to whom 
fear."^ 

*^ And tberefore, as we find the doctrine laid down in Taylor's Oalmet, 
distinffaishing or discerning of spirits was a gift of God, which consisted 
in finding oat whether a man were really inspired by the spirit of God, 
or was a false prophet, an impostor who only followed the impulse of his 
own spirit, or of Batan ; and, therefore, St. John exhorts the Christians 
to try the spirits whether they were of G^, becaose many false prophets 
had gone out into the world. 

^ Divine love, whidi is the charity so much odebrated in Freemasonry, 
produces every blooming virtue ; and as it ensures the approbation of 
man, is certain also to be pleasing to God. 

** There is no virtue that is of mnch greater importance to the wdihre 
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Again, is man, by the sanie distribiition of divine judg- 
ment, yoar friend, your companion, your equal? avoid 
any assumption of this equality in your conduct, for feur 
of the baneful poison of jealousy; as scripture alsosaith: 
'* and let each esteem others better than himself f be kindly 
tiffectioned one towards another viith brotherly love, in hon^^ 
our preferring one a$iother; be not high-minded, but fear, for 
God ejcahelh ike humble, and giveth grace to the meek and 
lowly:\ 

Again, also, is man, who is your fellow-creature ; whose 
body is a composition from the same mass of earth, and 
whose soul is breathed from the one and the same source, 
from whence all life proceeds, and to which at least all 
intelligent nature must return ; is this man, I say, by the 
same ordination in the plan of Divine Providence, ap- 
pointed little, and low, and illiterate, and poor, and 
afflicted, and oppressed, perhaps also diseased and de- 
spised, cast out trom the concourse of human observation, 
is esteemed by many of his fellow-travellers in the world 
the filth of the earth, and the ofiscouring of all things f 
brother Mason! brother Christian ! brethren all ! I pro- 
claim unto you, in the most public manner, and I call 
upon you to lay this up in your minds, as a circumstance 
that will be fully examined in that coming judgment, 
in which the sinner will be punished, and the saint saved 
with an everlasting salvation ; yes, I proclaim to you 
that this very character, indigent as he i8» whether in 
body or in mind, this very character is your brother;" he 
has a demand upon your a&ction, he has an inherent 

of man than Justice ; and whenever the character of a yirtnous man is 
described in Scripture, it is nsually done bj that one word, just, or 
righteous. This is the expression which occurs with the greatest ft^ 
quency in the sacred pages, and is most familiar to the eye that is con- 
versant with them. 

^ This is but an exemplification of that beautiful passage in St James, 
where he says : " My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your assembly 
a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment, and ye have resnect to him that weareth the gay 
clothing, and say unto him, sit thou nere in a good plaoe, and say to 
the poor, stand thou there, or rit here under my footstool — are ve not 
then partial in vounelveB, and are become judges of evil thoughts ?-r- 
Hearken, mv beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in foith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 
Uiem thait love him." (James ii. 1 — 5.) 
16 
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right to oertaio shares of your property; and if yon only 
regard your superiors to bow down to them ; if you only 
regard your equals to be sociable with them, and De- 
lect your inferiors, and relieve them not, you exercise 
not the wisdom of religion ; nor can you ever enjoy the 
conscientious rewards which she ever bestows upon her 
disciples of love.. No ! it is only this, u e. the exercise 
of this lovotthat can complete the Christian, the masonic, 
or, indeed, to any degree of excellency, the human char 
racter.^' Self-interest, with a thousand other motives, 
may challenge our attention to the rich and the honour- 
able ; our own comforts, as linked with theirs, may call 
forth our attention to our equals ; pride, and conscience, 
and self-approbation, may, with a variety of other influ- 
ences, draw our purse-strings to public charity; but for 
the private exercise of true masonic benevolence, or of 
Christian charity,^' by which obscure distress is brought 
to light, and secretly relieved; by which hidden modesty 
is noticed and rewarded ; by which the secret tear of sor- 
row is privately wiped from the cheek of undeserved 
misery; and by which infantine affliction, or indigence, 
is with the unseen hand of benevolence brought forth to 
public enjoyment, and public utility ; these, and circum- 
stances like these, can only arise from that true, that 
unsullied, that all perfect source of divine love, shed 
abroad in the heart, which is the only source of all good, 
and the only true influence of all good actions.^ It is 



^ And yet there are those who Btill say, that Masonry is an 
institation. Thus, an American writer, blindly opposed 'to the Order, has 
been inveterate enough to say, " Masonry is to the modem woiid what 
the whore of Babylon was to the ancient. It is the beast with seyen 
heads and ten horns, ready to tear ont oar bowels, and scatter them to 
the fonr winds of heaven/' (Allyn's Ritual, Introd. z.) In answer to 
this tirade, let the reader look at fitcts. Let him consider the rod influ- 
ence which Masonry possesses — let him contemplate the various and 
extended acts of benevolence which she has performed to the destitute 
brethren, and he wiU be brought to light. 

^9 Masonic charity is beautifully described in the following apposite 
lines:— 

Tis thine, fair Charity, with lenient power. 
To eooth oistreas. and oheer the gloomy hour ; 
To reoondle the dire embittered foe, 
And bid the heart of sail with friendahip glow ; 
To smooth the ruggea paths of thorny life, 
And still the voioe of disaonanoe and strife. 

■* It is this divine love which produces all our real happiBMi in 
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this, and this alone, completee the man ; it is this that 
finiBhes the Christian character ; it is this that is the trne 
rise of eyerj masonic degree ; and it is only this which is 
the most illustrious jewel of the Master Mason.^ 

Finally, therefore, whether you are men, or Christians, 
or Masons, this philanthropy is the only true, substan* 
tial, or ornamental finish oi the picture oi that character, 
which the Lord of Hosts saith, shall be his in the day 
when he maketh up his jewels, and which in the present 
instance he will spare, as a man spareth his own son 
that serveth him. 

Hence ariseth our second proposed application of our 
text, by way of encouragement, to obtain the already 
described character, namely, their present preservation 
and their future rewards. First, their present preser- 
vation, which I understand as promised m these words, 
** / tmll spare them a$ a man tpareth his cum son that serveth 
him.^* This character thus promised to be preserved is 
expressed as to its extent in numbers, in the most un-^ 
limited and unconfined manner. First, individually, 
every man, all over the world, may claim support froqi 
this glorious promise of the Father of his spirits. In 
every nation, says the Apostle, "Ae whofeareth Godj and 
ioorketh righteousness,'^ the very character I have been 
describing, ^' is a^ccepted of Am." Never, saith David, 
the divine poet of Israel, '* never did I see the righteous, 
or his seed, unaucces^uUy begging their bread.'' No ! where- 
ever this character is to be found, there, we may depend 
upon it, the arm of the Lord is stretched out to sup- 
port, to spare, to protect, and to save. View the paffes 
of every history, whether sacred or civil, and you find 
your Abrahams, your Isaacs, your Jacobs, and your 
Josephs; your Moses, your Joshuas, and your Samuels ; 
yes, these r^hteous individuals, wherever dispersed, or 



this world, and the same principle will secure onr felicity in the world 
to come. 

^ The jewel of the Master is a square, because as the souare is em- 
ployed by operatiTe Masons to fit and adjust the stones of a building, so 
^t all the parts shall properly agree, so the Master of the lodge is 
actoaonished by the symbolic meaning of the square upon his breast, to 
jHreserve that moral deportment among the members, which should ever 
characterize sood Masons, so that no 3l feeling or angry discussions mav 
arise to impair the harmony of the meeting. (Mackey^s Lexicon, p. 195.) 
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wherever distressed, you will find the arm of the Lord 
ever near to disperse their enemies, to reward their 
friends, and to spare and protect them from all excess 
of sufierin|[. 

Again, in a national sense, it is only righteousness 
can save a nation ; for sin, savs Solomon, is the destruc- 
tion of any people. It is this standard of the British 
nation, i. e. the standard of righteousness, that to the 
present moment lifts her head above all her enemies, and 
exalts her so highly in the annals of all European fame, 
that, like Zion of old, her foundations are immoveable^ 
and her pillars are unshaken.^ And though, like all 
human establishments, she has her sins, her corruptions, 
and her imperfections* And though, like all human 
bodies, she has many disaffected and unrighteous mem* 
bers, yet, within her boundaries, every degree of irreli- 
gion is still, bleuei be Ood^ a popular opprobrium. And 
though, to our shame we must confess, there is much 
debauchery, much infidelity, and much of all kinds of 
wickedness, committed within our nation,^ yet com- 
pare her with those nations that surround her on the 
continent, and compare her to one in particular, i. e. 
France, and sure, she may be called, even a righteous 
nation*^ She murders not her kings, her queenst her 

*> Zioii was the name of one of the monntaiiiB on whidi the city of 
Jerusalem was built, and on which the citadel <tf the Jebosites stood 
when David took poesession of it, and traDsferred his court thither from 
Hebron, whence it is frequently called the city of David, and the holy 
hill. When Dr. ^chardson visited this spot, one part of it supported a 
crop of barley, and another was undergoing the labour of the mough, ia 
which circuBDStance we have a remarluble instance of tiie fulnlmeDt of 
prophecy. — '* Therefore shall Zion for your sakes be ploughed as a field 
and Jerusalem shall become heaps." (Mic. iii. 12.) ' 

* Another eloquent divine of our church is stOl more plain on this 
subject, of ^dnch Masonry is altogether undefiled. He says i — ** How 
many amongst us who cordially detest the political principles of Paine^ 
unfortunately agree with him m his 'Age of Reason ?' That there axe 
pien who, raffing to pull down our venerable constitution, and erect on 
Its ruins the oloody standard of French liberty, have recurred to infidelity 
as one of the engines, is clear ; since it is wm known with what indefih 
tigable industry, the very worst species of it has been difibsed aoKMig ths 
people in the circulation of that work, which was sold and dispersed 
through the provinces in extremely cheap editions." 

^ According to Monsieur Boesuet, there were about thirty thousand 
persons murdered in the massacre of St. Bartholomew. Thwe has been 
more than that number murdered in the single city of I^ods and its 



THB MASONtO JEWELS. 987 

prinoes, or her nobles ; she defiles not the sanctuaries of 
the liying GK)d ; she neither murders nor banishes the 
priests of the temples of the ILiord of Hosts ; she tram* 
pies not upon the laws of the state, nor upon the ordi- 
nances of the God of heaven ; she sets not up the idol of 
reason to undeify the eternal Jehovah; nor does she 
blasphemously^ and, as it were, with the utmost stretch 
of infidelity, call death an eternal sleep*^ No ! on the 
contrary, blessed be Qod, all these persons and circum- 
stances are with her, and in her counsels, sacred things) 
and she neither murders the one, nor despises or demo- 
lishes the other; and therefore I believe it is, that 
amon^ the present awful, and almost universal wreck 
of nations ; and when the arm of the Lord God omni- 
potent seems in the present moment stretched out, to 
destroy many nations upon the earth, and particularly 
in Europe, for their daring wickedness, their unrepented 
of corruption, and their blasphemous and increasing in- 
fidelities ;* he views the righteousness, at least the pre- 
vailing righteousness, of the British nation ; he hears 
the supplications of her praying people ; and he views 
her preserved and supported ministers still safe under 
the horns of the altar ; and therefore be spareth her, as 
a man spareth his child that servetb him. 

Jiastly, I would observe, how, in another sense, tluf 
promise of God's preservation, is fulfilled over the righte- 
ous; to which oiNierv^tion I am particularly bound, in 

•aiglilHNirliood \ at Nanti tweDty-eeven thonsaiMl ; at Paris fifteen thoo- 
«fyMi; ID L» Ysndee three hnndm tfaosmid. In diort, it appesn tluii 
there have been two milUons of persone xnnrdered in France srnee it has 
called itadf a Bepablic, among whom are reckoned two hondred and 
fifty thousand women, two handred and fifty thonsand children, and 
twent^fonr thonsand Christian priests. 

" Uow incredible soever the above assertion may appear, Ihaope 
abonnded with monsters at that period who denied the existence of a 
fatore state. 

" Lord GrenvOIe, firom his place in the Honae of Lords, when con- 
trasting the sitnation of this country with that of France, expressed his 
thanks to God, that the example of loyalty which had manifested itnlf 
throughout the whole kingdom, the unanimity which re]e[ned in the hearts 
of all ranks of subjects to suimort the honour and dignity of the crown, 
gave such a contradiction to the French principles, as must teach that 
nation, when their new free government will permit the people to read 
the truth, that the inhabitants of this country abhor their conduct, ani 
will hold no communication with their present jq^stem. 
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the present moment, and in the present engagement; and 
by which observation, I doubt not, I shall stir up, parti- 
cularly in every masonic heart, the most lively sensations 
of gratitude and praise, to that great Graqd Master of 
the universal lodge of nature. When I look round me, 
upon the present numerous assemblage of our royal 
Order, and recollect the alarm which we must all of us 
lately have very severely experienced, had we not been 
much supported by our own conscious innocence and 
integrity ; I think i see, and I hope all my brethren will 
see it also, I think I see in the present moment a full fulfil- 
ment of the promise of our text, Ivnll spare thenij i. e. the* 
truly righteous, as a man spareth his awn son that served 
him. 

Here is, my brethren, another annual assemblage of 
Masons met together; we meet also in our lodges, we 
walk together in the streets of our kingdom,^ we appear 
in a body in the temple of God, we depart in peace, and 
we remain in honour. And we see this pleasing appear- 
ance at an awful moment, when an act of parliament is 
passing, or has passed, properly, wisely, ana judiciously, 
to put a stop to the assembling together of almost all the 
umted societies of the kingdom." Why, my friends, 
why this uncommon favour from a government, indis- 
j^ensably and necessarily the most watchful, the most 
lealous, and the most careful, that ever exercised the 
functions of senatorial wisdom and power upon the fiice 
of the earth ? FU tell you why ! Respecting the Mason- 
ic Order ; notwithstanding all its secrecy of brotherly 
union, the members of that government are well con- 
vinced, yes, they are firmly assured from the best autho* 



^ ProcesBioDS in Mafloniy are entirely under the charge of the Grand 
or Provincial Grand Lodge. No subordinate Lodge can appear in poblie 
on any occasion except by permission of the Grand or Provincial Grand 
Master ; and it is ordained in the Book of Gonstitations» that if any 
brother shall attend as a Mason, clothed in any of the jewels or badges 
of the crafbi at anv ftmeral or public procession, wi&out the above 
authority, he shall be rendered incapable of ever being an officer of a 
Lodffe, and also be excluded the benefit of the ^eral charily. And if 
anv Lodge so oflfend, it shall stand suspended until the Grand fx>dge shaQ 
determine thereon. 

* The Lodges of Freemasons were exempted from the operation of 
this act, on tite condition that they be duly rc^^istered at the Qoartar 
Sessions for thefar respectm districts. 
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ritvy of its moral purity, of its religious sincerity, of its 
political integrity.^ They are well informed of our sen-* 
timents, they are equally acaufiinted with our practice. 
And they know, and are well assured, that we love and 
fear our God ; and that to serve him is the first prominent 
and leading feature of all our most secret and firmest 
bonds of fraternal union.* They know, and are well as- 
sured, that we love our king and constitution. Dictators 
and directories we want none of. But we are ever ready, 
yes, if called upon, at a moment's warning, we are ever 
ready to rally round the throne, and support with our 
persons, with our lives, and with our property, that noble, 
that royaU that illustrious personage, and all his family, 
that now sways the British sceptre.^ And when the God 
of Heaven shall see fit to remove from him the earthly 
crown, which in this life graces his royal forehead, and 
which is truly graced by his wearing, and places upon his 
head that heavenly diadem he so nchly deserves, as far 
as human merit can deserve, we will, yes, I fear not to 
speak for Masons iii general, we will, with equal zeal, 
exalt our voice, to hail our Grand and Royal Master, the 
Prince of Wales, in his stead. 

Further, also, they know, and are well assured, that 
we aspire not at any equality with our superiors, but. 

* " The French revolution/' sajs Preston, in his Masonic Dlnstrations, 
** having nnfortimately given rise at this time to many unhappy diraensionB, 
which spread their contagion among some of the inhabitants of this island, 
it became necessary to counteract the measures of those mistaken indivi- 
dnals, who were endeavouring to sow the seeds of anarchy, uid poison the 
minds of the people against uie government, and the ezoeUent constitution 
under which they enjoyed the invaluable blessings of liberty and property. 
Hence, addresses to the throne were dailv presented, with assurances of a 
determination to support the measures of administration ; and, among the 
rest, it was deemed proper that the society of Masons, by adding their 
mite to the number, should show that attachment to the monarch and tlie 
constitution which the laws of the Order enjoined." (Oliver's edition, 
p. 230.) 

«>They know all this, because our nobility and i^gklatinrs are the 
leading members of the fh^teraity. 

"^ Tbd ancient charges describe a Mason as *' a peaceable subject to the 
dvil powers wherever he resides or works, and is never to be ooncemed 
in plots and conspiracies against the peace and wel&re of the nation, nor 
to behave himself undutifully to inferior magistrates. He is cfaeerftilly to 
conform to every lawful authority; to uphold, on every occasion, tha 
interest of the community; and aealously to promote the prosperity of 
his own cooBtry." 



t40 SERMON XII. 

as we can fairly acquire it by our industry, our wisdom, 
and our integrity.^ No! the property of the rich we 
have no desire to plunder. By imitation and pereuasion 
we will always^if we can, cause the property of the 
wealthy to be dispersed for the relief of the indigent, and 
to supply the necessities of the poor, and the distresses 
of the afflicted. But further than this, we are fully con- 
tented with what the wisdom and goodness of God hath 
appointed. It is indeed true, and it is indeed as reason- 
able as it is true, that we do, and we ever will, rejoice 
most, in the greatest riches of the most charitable. 

Farther, and finally, our favours from government are, 
I am well persuaded, granted because they are well as- 
sured, from their personal knowledge— for a major part 
of them are also a part of us — because they are well as- 
sured that we love and honour, and are ready to obey, 
all the laws and the whole magistracy of the kingdom, 
as the appointments of heaven — as the servants and 
representatives of the Great Governor of the Universe ;* 
we therefore despise no authority, but whenever senators 
have made us laws — we judge with a very wise and 
sacred character in this kingdom'^ — ^we have nothing more 
to do but to obey them. Farther, also, they are assured 
of us that we love all mankind, and one another most 
affectionately ; consequently, as a body of philanthropists, 
from the very nature of our union, we want no fordign 
contention, farther than what is necessary for the honour, 
and prosperitv, and preservation of our own country ; we 
want no civil or domestic wars ; we want no degrad»- 

"^ It 18 troe that we meet on the level ; but it is also trae that we part 
on the square. 

** Inan address to the throne from the masonic body, in 1798 the prin- 
eiples of Masonry are thus expressed : — " It is written in the institutes 
of our Order, that we shall not, at our meetings, go into rdigious or po- 
liiieal discussion ; because, composed, as our fraternity is, of men of 
various nations, professing different rules of faith, and attached to oppo- 
site systems of ffovemment, such discussions, sharpening the mina of 
man against his orother, might o£fend and disunite, A crisis, however, 
so unlocked for as the present. Justifies, to our Jud^pnent, a relaxation of 
that T^ ; and our ftrst dutv as Britons superoedug all other considera- 
tions, we add, witiliout fiurther pause, our voice to that of our fellow- 
■ufajscts, in declaring one oommon and fervent attachment to a govern- 
ment by king, lords, and commons, as established by the glorious revolutica 
of 1688.'' 

^ Dr. Horsley, Bishop of Rochester. 
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tions of the great and good ; we want no undue equality 
with any of our Buperiors."^ No; all we want is, an 
honourable peace, true and lasting amity, and universal 
love, because all we are brethren. Professing, holding, 
and practising these principles^ the everlasting Jehovah, 
the Grand Architect of the IJDiverse, and the infinitely 
Grand Master of all Masons, hath, by his own interposi* 
tion, under the auspices and intercession of an illustrious 
brother, spared, amidst the present just wreck of socie- 
ties in general, our Royal Order f^ saved us from the un- 
just suspicions which many who know us not have un- 
charitably entertained concerning us, and delivered us 
from the unmerited restrictions of our enemies.'' -* My 
brethren, we now stand almost unrivalled — ^a society, not 
only saved bv our God, but protected and smiled upon 
by our invaluable government. Masons, be grateful ! 
Cfod and the king, and his best servants, are your saviours 
— ^your protectors — ^your friends. 

Lastly, for I fear I shall weary your patience, the 
righteous character, whether an individual unseparated 
in the world by any peculiar name or denomination — 
whether a citizen of any peculiarly righteous nation, or 
a member of any peculiar society — ^whether a man, a 
Christian, or a Mason — ^this righteous character shall be 

* The cotutrv was in sach a state when these sermoDS were written, 
from the pernicions effects of the French revolution, that Bishop Watson 
did not consider it to be a derogation to bis digni^ to issne a pnblie re- 
monstrance against the crude and dangerous reasonings of the demagogne 
Paine ; and he concludes by saying — ** I pray Qod that the rising gener- 
ation of this land may be preserved from that evil heaii; of unbelief 
which has bron^t min on a neighbooring nation; that neither a 
neglected education, nor domestic irreligion, nor evil oomnnnioatioD, nor 
the feshion of a licentious world, may ever induce them to ibiget, that 
religion alone ought to be their rule of life.'' 

^The following clause of exemption from the penalties of the seditious 
act, was faighty honourable to the Order : — " And whereas oertain sods- 
ties have been long accustomed to be hidden in this kingdom, under ths 
denomination of lodges of Freemasons, the meetings whereof have been, 
in a great measure, directed to charitable purposes, be it therefore enacted 
that nothing in this act shall extend to the meetiqgs of any sach society 
or lodge, which shall, before the passing of this act, have been usoaUy 
holden under the said denomination, ud in oontbrmity to the'rules pp^- 
vailing among the said sodetieB of Freemsoiis." 

^ In this country Masonry rose triumphant ovw all the oalimnies 
whidh were preferred fMainst it, beowuB tte pubUo knsw we were para 
from every stain of disufection. 
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his, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when he maketii 
up his jewels." Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for this his unspeakable promise! The 
words which, from our text, I have now repeated to you, 
may be truly said indeed to beggar all human description. 
Jewels, you know, even in the hand of the master-pol- 
isher, are always nicelj preserved from the ruthless hand 
of every unskilful artist ; and when they come into the 
possession of the person they are to ornament, they are 
viewed as more than equal — they are ornaments of selfl 
The Mason has his jewel near his heart ; indeed, eveiy 
man, be his jewel what it may-*^the wife of his warmest 
affection, the child of his heart, or the friend of his bo- 
som — guards his jewel as he guards his life. But there 
is an expression in Scripture which surpasseth, as all 
Scripture must, which surpasseth every expression which 
I can possibly advance upon this subject, and with a very 
short observation upon that Scripture, I will now con- 
clude what I would say upon this grand and encouraging 
part of our subject, and that is this :— God saith, concerning 
this character — this jewel which I have been describing, 
and encouraging you to obtain — ^^He that toacheth vou^ 
toucheih the apple of mine ey^." Delicate, infinitely deli- 
cate, deposit of a jewel! Creation may moulder into 
dust; sinners may receive their due punishment; and 
universal nature may dissolve; but he who toucheththe 
jewels of the Lord of Hosts toucheth the apple of his eye. 
jSrother Masons, and fellow-Christians all ! destined from 
eternity for this grand character, I earnestly call upon 
you, forfeit not for a single moment one mite of the ex- 
cellency of such an inestimable worth.^ SuUy^ not for a 
moment, by any religious, moral, or political disaffection, 
the purity or the brightness of this inestimable charac- 
ter; for becoming jewels, i. e. being righteous, ye are the 
glory of the Lord of Hosts ; ye are the honour of his 
oreation ; ye are the eternal brightness of his everlasting 

" It is an admitted principle of the Order, that wealth and distinction, 
however valued in the world, can have no influence in procoring admissioa 
into a lodge, or in advancing a brother to its highest offices. 

* Because Masonry is a Bcience calculated to improve the undentand- 
ing, to mend the heart, and to bind na more dosely to one another by 
which we may attain the sommit of the masonic ladder—" a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
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crown, and the destined beauties of that kingdom where 
the redeemed of the Lord will ever be honoured as the 
purchase of his blood. Which character may- every 
one in this very numerous assembly become this mo- 
ment anxious to obtain, and every future moment solicit- 
ous to preserve. We beg it for the sake of Jesus our 
elder brother, to whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, as unto one everlasting Jehovah, be by us, and all 
his, now and ever ascribed eternal and everlasting praises. 
Amen and Amen* 



SERMON XIII. 

SCRIPTURAL AROHITEOTURB. 

PBBACHED IN THB PABI8H CHUBCH OF ST. MABTIN, 
BIRMINGHAM, SBPTEMBBB 12, 1805. 

**Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house ; and I mil 
take pUature m tt, and I unll be glorified, saith the Lord." 

HAeoAi L 8 

MosBS, who was a man of the most excellent charac- 
ter, whether we consider him in a religious, political, or 
social point of view, made it one of the strictest points 
of his duty to preserve amongst that people over whom 
Providence had miraculously preserved him as a leader 
and guide, every lineament ot the divine worship ; and 
when they were separated from amongst that idolatrous 
nation with whom they had formerly sojourned, he 
erected a tabernacle, a place of public worship,^ where 

^ It may not be anintereBtrng here to remsrk the symbollam which 
divines have applied to Has ali^gorioal place of public worship. l%e 
tabernacle where Jehovah condescended to reside, is conadered to have 
been a type of the body of the Messiah, in which, as in a tent, he tabe^ 
nacled while on earth. The silver sockets which formed the foundation, 
remind us of those important doctrines on which all evangelical religion 
18 founded ; and by being made of the half shekels which were exa^Bted 
from every male m Israel, they were calculated to show the personal 
interest which each ought to take in religion and its worship. Hie 
outer covering of goat's hair pointed out the unattractive appearance of 
religion to men of the world ; the beautifiil underoovering indicated its 
glory, as seen by the saints ; the covering of rams' skins, dyed red, re- 
minoed them of the efficacy of Messiah's blood, as an hiding-plaoe from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempest ; while the covering of badger's 
skin, which was blue, pointed to the heavens, that true tabernacle which 
God had pitohed, and not man ; the stones, overlaid with gold, and in- 
serted in golden rings to bear the ark, fij^nred the ministers of Christ, 
enriched with the ffifts and graces of his roirit, and possesaed of the 
truths of the Qoi^, more precious than ffold and silver, who bear the 
name of Ghrist, and carry his Gospel into tite several parts of the earth. 
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the praises of Qod, who had overthrown their enemies in 
the Red Sea, might he unitedly celebrated ; where the 
assirtance of that God, on whom alone they could depend 
for protection through the wilderness, could be unitedly 
souffht for ; ' and where they mi^ht, exclusively from 
worldly concerns, receive instructions in their duty to 
that God who was fulfilling his ancient promise of bring- 
ing them safe into Canaan's happy land. 

David, whose character must ever stand high in the 
annals of wisdom and truth, though from his youth most 
active in all his worldly concerns, though in his manhood 
one of the most adventurous and courageous warriors, 
and though in his kingly office most politically wise, 
xealoua, and perseveringly diligent in the establishment 
and in^ease of all that could add to the greatness and 
glory of his temporal kingdom ; yet we find him in his 
religious character exercising that zeal of piety, which 
indeed was then, and what, I am sorry to say, would in 
the present day be styled madness and enthusiasm ; and 
he thought it no disgrace to leave the palace and the 
throne, and walk as a worshipper in the pious procession 
of the ark of God. And amidst all the difficulties of a 
very turbulent and warfaring reign ; amidst all the rebel- 
lions of his household, the conspiracies of his subjects, 
and the warlike attacks of the surrounding nations; 
amidst all the temptations of court ambition and the 
^ kingly glory of an increasing kingdom ; and amidst all 

the ensnaring luxuries of a roost flourishing court and 
I palace, we find this great and good character panting for, 

J and earnestly desiring, communion with God ; preferring 

i even the low office of a door-keeper in the house of the 

^ Lord, to that of dwelling in the tents of wickedness ; 

I and though, as we may justly imagine, all his powers, 

i both of body and mind, were^ scarce sufficient to manage 

I and regulate the temporal concerns of his so numerous 

worldly affairs, we find his heart, as it were, fully engaged 
in planning, preparing, and providing for the building a 
r house of worship to the Lord his God.' 

Solomon, the great patron of the Masonic Order, cele- 
brated above all men for his wisdom, power, greatness, 

r • This anxiety on tlie fMurt of our Grand Master David, has been eu^ 

t hOj Moorded, and is periodicaUy oelsbmted in the system of Masonry. 
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and riches ; who stepped, as it were, in hii in&ncy, opon 
an already erected and established throne ; who was sur- 
rounded by eyery allurement and temptation to worldly 
luxury and worldly ease ; and who, if the human mind is 
eyer more than other in danger of being oyercome by 
earthly honours, riches, and pfeasures, was in the most 
imminent danger of being totally sunk in the whirlpool of 
irreligion and of sensual delights, to the total destruction 
of the fear of God and the honour of his great name. And 
yet this king, amidst all the pleasures and enjoyments of 
a tempting and luxurious court — amidst all the snares that 
could ensnare the human heart, and all the flatteries that 
could corrupt the human mind, and in the enjoyment of 
eyery uninterrupted earthly felicity that this world can 
possibly produce— -this young, healthy, experienced king 
tells us, m the full fruition of eyery carnal delight, if he 
chose to enjoy it, and in the full possession of eyery tem- 
poral felicity, that to fear God and keep his command- 
ments, was the whole duty t^man. Strong language — ^the 
whole duty of man ! And amidst his great loye of scien- 
tific, agricultural, and architectural improyements, with 
which he so eminently improyed the arts and sciences; 
with which he so successfully cultiyated eyery plant, 
tree, and shrub ; and with which he built, for himself, his 
family, and his friends, the most magnificent palaces and 
houses;' we hear of nothing so celebrated, nothing so 
grand and magnificent, nothing upon which he exercised 
so much wisdom in planning, so much diligence in pre- 
paring for, and so much expense in raising, finishing, and 
adornmg, as the house which he built tor his God to 
place his name in, the temple which he erected for the 
worship of the eyerlasting Jehoyah.^ 

' It is difficult, from the brief intimations which scripture history oflbrs, 
to form a dear or connected idea of these boildings. The desodptioo of 
Joeephns, although more precise, does not supply this deficiency ; bat by 
its assistance we may make oat that the two palaces, for himself and 
the princes of Egypt, were not separate boildings ; bat, as the existing 
arrangements in oriental palaces woaM soggest, a distinct part, or wing 
of the same building. 

^The plan and style of this house of God, which was celebrated oyer 
all the world for its riches and glory, resembled, in many of its parts, 
the sacred structures of Erypt Hiram Abiff, the chief architect, as a 
member of the Dionysian Society, had taken hu models from that coun- 
try, where it is prol^ble he had been edacated, for in no other part of 
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We see, then, that none of the lower and more com 
mon distreBses of the most fatigoing journey through the 
wilderness ; none of the more harassing and perplexing 
difficulties of warfare, and of estahlidung the afiairs of a 
rising nation against the machinations of domestic foes, 
or of the ambitious desi^s of jealous neighbouring king- 
doms ; nor all the luxuries and temptations of a prosper- 
ous and flourishing throne and court could prevent or 
impede either of these wise and pious men trom dedi- 
cating a very large and particular portion of their time 
and ability, both of mind and fortune, in establishing in 
the minds of their people the excellency of fearing God, 
and the necessity of fixing tabernacles, or erecting tem- 
ples for his worship and service, and thereby preserving, 
as the most excellent portion they could leave, the prin- 
ciples and exercise of the religion of their forefathers, for 
the enioyment and felicity of their future generations. 

I ask you then, my friends, confidently supposing I am 
addressing an audience of professing Christians, which is 
the most amiable and whicn is the most profitable exam- 
ple for us to imitate? Shall we imitate those who, 
amidst all their troubles, difficulties, temptations, and 
enjoyments, whether of riches or poverty, whether of 
war or peace, whether travelling tnrough the desert or 
sitting upon an established throne, thought upon their 
God, ana taught the excellency of his fear ; raised altars 
to his name, and built temples for his worship ? Or shall 
we imitate those who, having denied the name and 
despised the omnipotence of the Lord Jehovah, and pre- 
tending to be guided by a new-fashioned philosophy, in 

the globe had the scienoe been carried oat at that early period so eflfecta- 
ally as in the laod of the pyramids. Tyre was, indeed, a colony of 
£gypt ; and from thence David had procured the plans and specifications 
of the temple daring his lifetime. The architect, as Bardwell jostlv ob- 
seryes, having had plenty of time to perfect his plans, natarally made his 
design from the best existing examples, the temples of his fatherland. 
The Tyrians, bein^ at that time the great common carriers of the world, 
kept up an extensive commerce vith Egypt ; I therefore infer that the 
Masons were many of them Egyptians ; and the stone-polished granite, 
all prepared, fitted, and finished before it was broagnt to Jerosalem, 
since, moreover, there is nothing mentioned aboat the expensiveness of 
any article bat the stone—*' costly sUmes, even great stones, stones of 
ten cubits, and stones of eight cubits." This subject is extensively dis- 
cqsBed, and illustrated by etwravings, in the Historical Landmarks of 
Masonry, vol. L, p. 467, to which i& curious reader is referred. 
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which there is neither reason nor religion, neiAer mo- 
rality nor social order, have thrown down the temples of 
the Lord, defiled his altars, banished and murdered the 
priests of the sanctuary, and have almost, and would 
quite, if God himself had not prevented it, obliterated 
from the earth every trace of that religion^ which is the 
life of the soul, the glory of man, the crown of kings, and 
the liberty of the people 1 Need I repeat this question, 
and ask, which is the most amiable, which is the most 
profitable example for us and our nation to imitate? 
Durely I need not ! Surely the horrid example and the 
lamentable experience of a neighbouring nation has been 
more than sufficient to teach every part of this yet 
favoured nation the inestimable value of the privileges 
they yet enjoy ; and, I flatter myself, there wants not 
the feeble zeal of a stranger to repeat in the ears of the 
inhabitants of this town^ the excdlency of the [Hrivilege 
of beinff bom a Briton, where, I hope, we are too wise 
to try the foolish experiment of learning the value of a 
blessing by its loss. Yes, my friends, I hope we have 
better views of immortality and eternal life, than to 
believe death an eternal sleep ; I hope we are too wise 
to wish, even for a moment, to barter the worship of the 



*The preacher probably alludes here to the maminati, who aasnined 
(he name of Masons, that their schemes might be more ezten^vely circu- 
lated, and received with greater faith. And, indeed, Weishanpt, the 
aatiior of the system, became a Freemason two years altet his new order 
was broached ; and, by means of emissaries, he attempted to drcnlate his 
infidel opinions amongst the French and German lodges. In these 
attempts he was sometimes snccessfol. But, as Laurie obseryes, when 
speakmg on this snbiect, it should be recollected by those who, on this 
account, calumniate Freemasonry, that the same objection may be urged 
against Christianity, because impostors have sometimes gained prose- 
lytes, aod perverted the wavering minds of the multitude. These doc- 
trines, however, were not merely circulated b v Wdshaiq»t in a few of 
the lodges, and taurht at the assemblies of tne Illuminati — they were 
published to the world in the most fssoinating fiirm by the fVench Sncf- 
dopedists, and inculcated with all the eloouenoe which the most 
odebrated philosophers on ihe Continent ooiud adoni them. It oaa 
only be saia of Weishaupt, therefore, that he was not quite such a deter- 
mined infidel as Voltaire and his associates. 

•This sermon was preached before tiie Deputy Provincial Grcnd 
Master, and other provincial officers and brethren of the county of 
Warwick ; after whidi a collection was made in aid of bulding a new 
free drarch at Birmingham ; and it was published at the request «f tJK 
brethren. 
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Qod of faeayeti for the blasphemous idol of corrupted and 
perverted reason ; and that we would much rather labour 
up to the mountain and bring woody viz., I hope we shall be 
much readier to give a portion of our labour, of our for- 
tune, whether ^reat or small, to build a house unto the 
Lord our God, m which his name and his praises maj be 
awfuUj and delightfully celebrated ; and I trust that in I 

no neighbourhood in this highly privileged kingdom can ' 

the riches of the most covetous, the wealth of the most 
opulent, the success of the most ingenious and active, or 
the pleasures of the gayest, sit easy in their possession 
and eojovment, if there wants a house for the accommo- 
dation of the worshippers of the Lord Qod of Israel. 

For the interest and encouragement, then, of this im- 
portant edncem before us, we turn to make use of and 
apply the words of the prophet, as in our text, ^^Ooupto 
the maufUain and bring wood, and build the Aoteie, and I toill 
take pleaiure in it^ and I wiU be glorified^ saith the Lord.** 
From these words, so very apropos to our present en* 
gagementy I shall first endeavour brieflv to consider what 
I hnmblv conceive we may understana by this assertion 
of the Almighty taking pleasure in the houses which are 
built for his worship f or, more plainly speaking, offer 
some reasons wherefore we may humbly suppose he 
taketh pleasure therein, and why he so condescends as to 
•ay he will be glorified in them, and conclude vrith a 
short address to the different parts of my audience. 

And first, I humbly presume, God folfiUeth this pro- 
phetic promise, and taketh pleasure in the houses that 
are bnilt for his worship, because they are in general the 
birth-places of his pious, his dutiful, and his faithM 
ehildien. 

^ Id an ages and nationSi and amongst all people, it has been considered 
as a sacrifice weQ pleasing to Qod, to erect and dedicate more splendid 



eiifloes to his aervioe than were used for the service of man. Hence the 
f^Mrknty we everywhere find of temptes ovsr pslaoeB. David bitterly 
xiQgretted that "he shoold dwell in a honse of cedars, while the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord remained under cnrtains.'^ From this coneot 
ibding arose the magnificent and vast stractores of Egypt and India ; 
tiie tempkm M €kseoe and Rotne, whose very mhis are sublime, imd 
show the Iriamjph ni our glorioss science ; the Oholr Gaar, or diwdsr 
temples oC Celtic nations ; and last, thoiu;h not least, the cathedrals and 
churches of Christianity, for one of which our worthy brother was 

17 
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My friends, it is trae that, in the general term ehildien, 
all are the o&pring of the eternal Jehovah, and that he 
is, in deed and in truth, the father of all the fiunilies of 
the earth. Yes, in him we all live, and move, and have 
our being ; and when we speak of him as the great Cre- 
ator of me universe, all of us are the workmanship of 
his hand. It was only he who formed us of« the dust of 
the earth ; and it was only he who breathed into, our 
nostrils the breath of life. As the God of Providence, 
also, all are his family, and he is the bountiful provider of 
all that we all of us enjoy. It is he who sends the moist- 
ening shower, and it is his sun that shines too upon the 
fruits of the earth ; his are the cattle upon a thousand 
hills ; and in his temporal providence there is no true or 
known discriminating difference but as the provider of 
all : all are his children, and all are richly provided for. 
In the intentions, also, of his redeeming love, whatever 
others may be inclined to believe and say, I feel no hesi- 
tation in asserting, that all are the children of his affec- 
tionate compassion, his tender pity, his paternal regard 
and iQve. '* He Uuted death for every manj he gave hkn^a 
ransom for aU^ to be testified in due time;^^ and I doubt not, 
but in tiie revolving seasons of redeeming love, this grand 
and majestic effort of restoring mercy vnll be fully testi- 
fied, and his name, as an universal Redeemer, will be uni- 
versally and everlastinglv glorified. But, my friends, in 
the present in&nt state, for it is vet but an infant state- 
in the present infant state of the church of Christ, we 
have too much reason bitterly to lament, that when we 
speak of the children of Gh>d in a spiritual, religious, or 
gospel sense, all are not his children ; no, there wants the 
new birth, there wants the great change of regeneration, 
there want the marks in thousands of what I suggested 
in the beginning of this idea, nameljr, there want the 
marks of the dutiful, the pious, the faithful children of 
God; and where these marks are wanting, there wants 
what the scriptures emphatically style the new birth— 
the baptism of regeneration — the true and discriminating 
title of the children of God. Marvel not then, mv 
brethren, when it is said unto you, <' ye mnui he bom ogam. 
Now the precise place of this birth, this spiritual regene- 
ration, it is true, is bv no means particularly describ- 
able; beoause many, like St Paul, have been spiritually 
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bom, not only out of dne time, but also in very different 
places and stations has the providence of God, the word 
of God, the grace of GK)d, wrought the happy the im- 
portant change ; but if there is any one place in which 
we can say, God has been accustomed more than in any 
other to strike the heart with penitence, to alarm the 
unconverted, and bring the wandering soul to God, it has 
been in his house of prayer — ^it has been amidst the de- 
votions of his sincere and pious worshippers — ^it has been 
when his faithful ministers have faithfully declared his 
faithful word ; and it is there particularly that one and 
another have been, in all ages, affectionately constrained 
to subscribe to the name of Israel, and to say, I was bom 
there. Build this house, then, with zeal and alacrity ; 
for Gtod will, most assuredly, take pleasure in it, for it is 
the most frequent birth-place of his most pious and most 
faithful children. 

Again, secondly, the Lord Jehovah takes pleasure in 
the house which is built for his worship ; not only because 
it is the birth-place of his children, but also because it is 
ate richest nursery of their growth, and the place where 
tiieir fruits are ripmed, and their graces perfected. The 
beautiftil and expressive language of the Song of Solomon, 
as setting forth the pleasure which Christ takes in the 
escellencies of his church, would bear, if time would per- 
mit, to be here wholly transcribed, and, in expatiating upon 
it» an eternity would not exhaust its spiritual beauty and 
its divine excellency. There is not a simile which human 
language can invent to paint the excellency of moral 
beauty, or the charms of piety and virtue, in the graces 
of the church of Christ, and render them estimable to the 
human heart and affections, which is not here made use 
of. She IB represented in the most endearing characters 
of relative auction, *' a sister and spouse ;'* she is set 
forth to our view under the title of the most valuable 
cultivated property, '* a garden enclosed is my sister and 

3K>use." Of all the flowery tribe she is the most beautiftd, 
^[ant, and innocent — ^* the rose of Sharon, the lily of 
the valley."* She produces the most valuable plants and 



* This ki an old definitiGD of Masomy, and we find it oocnn in a fbr- 
rniila which was used at the period when the above aermon was preached, 
and was doabtlesB fiuofliar toBro. Inwood. 
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the richest spiods, even all the powders of the merehaiit» 
To the thirsty after riffhteoasness ^* she is a well of living 
waters, and streams from Lebanon." In her ornaments 
•he is the transcript of him who is her head» ^* holy in all 
manner of conversation and godliness. In her qualities 
she is the most amiable pattern of him to whom she is 
espoused, in all the graces of charity, benevolence, and 
love. In her growth and perfection, die is the imitat<Nr 
of the Son as he is of the Father — ^* the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his person ;^ he takes 
pleasure in her planting;, in her growing, and in. her rip* 
ening fruits $ her bruued reed he will not break, nor 
quench her smoking flax. For the nutriment oi her 
weakest babes he has provided the rich milk of the Gos* 
pel ; for her strong men he has provided strong meat ) and 
lor all her sons and dau^ters will there be a portion in 
their Father's house. Build ye, then, this house, and 
plant ye this vineyard; for surely this house of Jacob is 
to him a pleasant hou«e, and this vineyard will be his 
everlasting delight; from hence will he choose hia ridi* 
est jewels for his city Jerusalem, and from hence will he 
take his choicest plants to omammt his Mount Zion 
above* 

For again*— in this house he will be glorified. Tes, truly ! 

E raise waiteth for him in this his Zion, and here truly unie 
im shall the vow be performed ; in the house of Uod-« 
in the church of Christ — ^in the assemblies of his pious, 
faithful worshipper8---the Almighty (}od, the everlastiBg 
Jehovah, is pleased to condescend to say he will be ghn 
rified. What an astonishing theme of mercy, grace, and 
condescension is this ! He, whom the heaven ^ heavens 
cannot contain, is pleased to condescend to dwell with 
men on earth ; and in the place where his name is record- 
ed, he has positively, and in a variety of places in the 
Holy Scriptures, declared he will be one in the midst of 
them ; and in this place, in which his fflory is pecuUarljr 
manifested, he has promised he will bless them. Ohma* 
ous oondescension ! O Lord Gkni Jehovah ! And art tiioa 
this moment in this assembly of thy adoring, worshipping 
creatures ? Yes, surely, this is none other than the house 
of God, and this is the place where his honour dwelleth ! 
Here, then, O Lord, establish thy ffreat, thy inexpressible 
glory, and let thy name be also glorious ! My brethren^ 
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liie subject is beyond my poor abilities. What a theme 
is here !— « present God receiving the adoration of his 
creatares, and in that worship waiting to be glorified! 
Methinks> then, we shonld be serious as death ; solemn 
as the grave ; and I advise, let every heart be open to 
receive the heavenly visitor* If the everlasting Jehovah 
thus designs to visit in his church, what manner of per- 
sons ought we to be ? Is there, then, one in this assem- 
bly who dare blaspheme the hallowed name of God ? 
G^ forbid! for by the worship of such an one he surely 
cannot be glorified. Is there one in this assembly who 
dareth wilfully to break his holy Sabbath ? God forbid! 
for by such an one he cannot be glorified. Are there 
liars, adulterers, covetous, malicious, envious, lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God 1 Are there despisers 
of religion, persecutors of his people, hypocritical pro- 
fiBSSors, having the form of godhness without the power? 
Are there any who neglect to read their Bible, or are im- 
penetrable to its corrections and stranffers to its promis- 
es? Are there any who fear not God, honour not the 
king, and hate one another? My friends, it is a serious 
moment ; God is in the midst of us, looks into every 
heart, is acquainted with every thought, and waits not 
human language to discover to him what is in the human 
bosom. Is he, then, glorified in this assembly, or is he 
not? My friends, I cannot be accused of personal reflec- 
tion, for I know not that there is one person here to 
whom I am not a stranger, and totally ignorant both of 
your profession and practice. If, therefore, conviction 
strikes tiie heart, that is a strong proof, indeed, that God 
is here waiting to be glorified. If, therefore, you are a 
strangMT to him and to the covenant of his praise, may he 
be glorified in your immediate repentance. If you have 
entered into « his covenant, he will, he must be glorified 
by your present experience of his grace and mercy, be it 
small or DC it great; and, to the glory of his name, he 
does not despise the day of small thinffs ; he will cherish 
the weakest DeUever that han^ upon him ; he will bind 
up the broken-hearted ; he will strengthen the bruised 
reed ; and ^lory — ^yes, he will glory in the branches of 
the flourishing cedar. Nothinff dishonours him but sini 
while 1^ the v^ dawnings of grace and holiness is he 
gkvrifiea in his house of prayer. Build ye, then^ ttw 
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house whererer the place for his name is wanted ; it is 
the birth-place of his children, it is the nursery of his 
saints, it is the place where his glory delighteth to dwell, 
it is the habitation of his honoiu- upon earth, and the 
place where he will be glorified. 

I shall now draw my subject to a conclusion by a 
few words of friendly and seasonable advice to what I 
may reasonably judge the different parts of my audience. 
First, I must beg leave to address you in seneral. My 
friends, the collection of this day is intended as a mite in 
aid of the expenses of building a house for the worship 
of God. To the liberally-informed mind, and to the 
really pious of every sect and party, I trust I need not 
feel any fear of lessening our collection by explaining, 
that the place erecting is fully under the Protestant 
establishment of the kingdom. No ; I trust, to the truly 
liberal and pious, it will be sufficient to say« it is a place 
set apart for the worship of God; and though it is naturally 
to be expected that the Protestant churchman will, upon 
this occasion, be the most liberal, yet I think we have a 
strong demand upon the pious liberality of the Protestant 
dissenter ; for, if ne is a real Christian, he will not only re- 
joice at the increase of the church of Gt)d, under every 
name, and, therefore, give his mite freely to encourage its 
erection ; but he will also, if he has any true sense of Chris- 
tian ffratitude, duly cousider under whose wings he is nur- 
tured and protected ; and that, though perhaps some of its 
forms and ceremonies may not so suit the opinion of his 
mind as to make him altogether comfortable within her 

f>ale, I would request of him, while be glories in his own 
iberty of worshipping God according to his own con- 
science, I would request of him to consider how long he 
supposes he would enjoy that liberty, was the establish- 
ment of the nation to decrease in its sanctioned authority, 
or overturned from being the bulwark of the national 
religion. It is impossible, my friends, in the course of a 
sermon to enlarge upon or increase the number of the 
reasons that would establish this demand which I am 
now making upon our dissenting brethren, if there are 
any here ; but this I feel for them, if they have any grati- 
tude, they will recollect that though we endeavour, and 
that from conscience, zealously to support the establish- 
ment of the natiouy it is an establishment of the most 
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Kberal toleration; she entertains no spirit of per- 
secution; she lays no restraint apon another man's 
conscience; she binds no one within her pale, nor 
shats her doors against any.^ And though she particu- 
larly unites her strength to the power and authority of 
the civil state, it is for the protection of all, and none can 
she assist to correct or restrain merely for religious scru- 
ples. If, indeed, any are inclined to turn their liberty 
into licentiousness, as is sometimes the case in every state, 
it behoves, trubr, that those few should be restrained 
for the safety of the whole ; but it is not real piety — ^no, 
my friends, it is something under the cloak of piety — ^that 
can possibly want, in this happy nation, any mcrease of 
religious liberty. Let us, my friends, then, be truly sen- 
sible of our high and glorious privileges ; let us rejoice 
that in this nation the Church of Chnst, in all its beau- 
tiful variety of excellencies, has a king who reiffus in 
righteousness, and who is gloriously its nursing father, 
and a queen who is equally so its nursing mother ;^ that 
the lords and commons. of our realm are not inclined to 
lord it over the faith of any part of God's heritage ; that 
our happy constitution is so nramed for the support of the 
whole, that none but the most licentious mind can feel 
any of its heavier bearings ; and that, whether in the es- 
tablishment or out of the establishment, we can scarcely 
say otherwise, but that we are of the national church. 
No, all are so equally protected, that amidst all her va- 
rious children there is scarcely a vestige of partiality. 
Men of Israel, then, help in the pious work of building a 
new house upon the old foundation — ^namely, the rock 
of Christ — ^to the name of our common Lord — to the 
glory of our common Saviour; and fear to be slack in the 

* A practical application of the ODiveraal principles of Masonry. 

^ The preacher noight have said the same of Masonrr. The princes 
of the blbod were its patrons, and the most dignified characters in the 
kingdom have filled the chair of the Grand Lodge, since its first establish- 
ment in this kingdom. His Boyal Highness the Prinoe of WiJes was 
at that period its Grand Master, Sir Peter Parker his Depnty, and the 
Earl of Moira was the acting Grand Master ; names which were always 
dear to every Englishman, who thna blended the dignity of their rank 
with the attainments of science, and the practice of nniversal pldlaii- 
thropy. Under snch patronage Masonry was never sospected by our 
mlers of any revolutionary designs, however the charge might be reiter* 
ated, or from what quarter soever it might proceed. 
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pious labor. Survey, m a people, your happy lot, Hiider 
the ffuidance of the Divine Provideuce, ana under the 
exertion of your happy constitution, and let there not be 
wanting a place where all may be accommodated to hear 
the word of life, and enjoy those happier privileges of 
religious worship. View with gratituoe the glorious and 
happy privileges which you, as a nation, so eminently 
enjoy — more than almost any of the surrounding nations ; 
peace yet smiles within your borders ; a plentiful harvest 
18 again filling the bam and the storehouse ; the east and 
the west are daily pouring their rich treasures into our 
happy isle ; your enemy is rather drawing from you than 
coming near you, and Otod has, I trust, finally restrained 
him from ezecutinff his eager and malignant threatenings 
of invasion and destruction. And what is above all 
human estimation, there is no barrenness of his holy 
word in our land ; our churches and our altars are pre- 
served ; our ministers have full liberty and the greatest 
encouragement faithfully to feed their flocks ; and each 
one of us, as individuals, can, without fear, drink the 
living waters out of his own cistern, and eat the fruit of 
his own vine. Happy people! he hath not dealt so with 
every nation ; Draise ve the Lord, and zealously build this 
house to the glorv of his name. 

With a word of congratulation and advice to my breth- 
ren of the Masonic Order, through whose kind partiality 
I have been solicited to the honour of this address, I shall 
conclude my discourse.^ 

I congratulate you, my brethren — ^yes, I congratulate 
you upon the pious resolution you have in this instance 
taken, of proving to all around you, that though the 
bond of our union has remained a secret from the earliest 
ages, and will, I doubt not, to the latest ages still so re- 
main, it is not a secret of disaffection to our king, our 
constitution, or our national church ; nor is it any secret 



" Bro. Inwood said of this di80oar8&— '< Its tmth, its futhflilneaB, sod 
its inteQtion, joined to the friendly and brotherly partiality of its hearen, 
is the only Jfonndation of my hope of its &Toarable reception. To do 
any aervice to the religions part of onr Order, is the utmost re?rard I 
wish for in all my best endeavoam." Bro. Inwood was a modest man ; 
kiB sennons are idl good, and displajr the kindness and philanthropy of 
his disposition, as well as the masomc urbanity, by which his interconiss 
with the fraternity was uniformly distinguished. 
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of disregard to the greatest or the MBallett eomforts of 
any of our fellow-citizenB.'' No» my brethren, whatever 
the ignorant slanderer or the most evil surmiser may say 
or think of the Masonic Union, we can most consciei^ 
tiously boast an union of the highest principles of the 
truest patriotism — an union of the purest morality, and 
of the most refined humanity ; and though, as in all large 
communities, every member may not do the strictest 
honour to his profession, yet no well-informed or chari- 
table mind will ever rashly condemn any community for 
the dereliction or mistaken, conduct of its individual 
members ; for we all too lamentably koow, that all are 
not true Israelites who are professedly of the house of 
Israel, nor are all true Christians who name the name of 
Christ. But I fear not, in the most public manner, to 
declare, that the principles of Masonry, as they are taught 
and established m this country, have the most direct 
tendency, not only to the information of the human mind 
in real scientific knowledge, but to the improvement of 
the human heart, and in that heart the increase of the 
best and the most benevolent afiections." To ^^ love the 
brotherhood, fear God, and honour the king,'* are three 
ornaments so indispensably necessaiy in the profession 
of English Masonry, that, without them, I no more be- 
lieve any man a Mason, whatever may be his profession, 
than I believe a drunken, swearing, sabbath-breakinff, 
pilfering professor of Christianity, a Christian.^^ 'ilj 

» Bro. FoBbroke, the antiquary, says : " Tbe prindplei of Freemasonry 
are those of inspiration— Iotb as brethren. Bnt it is said our aifection 
IS partiaL It is not so, nor is onr iostitation adTerse to the first princi- 
1^ of nature and reason." And the obaervatioa is perteUy oonect 
We follow the adrioe of St Paul — '* As we have therefore opportonity, 
let OS do ffood unto all men, especially onto those who are of^ the honse- 
hold of £utii." See " An Apology I6f the Freemasons," by the £ditor» 
p. 10. 

>* This aswrtion has been triunphantlyTtfiiled in oar own times, by 
the spread of onr nnmerons charitable ioatitations, which fiir exceed those 
of any other existing sodety of thesame limited efaaracter. Onr schools 
for n»le and female orphans, oar donations to the widow and mifortonate 
brother, oar ammities for the aged Mason, and oar aayfam for the hoase- 
kss and destitute, have proelamied the praises oi Freemssoory ihr and 
wide ; and idiow, as oar re? erend brother well espnun it, that Masonry 
improves the heart and expands all the beneyolent affecti^ms. 

M As all were not of Ghrktwho calisd themaeltes Qhristisoi in the 
liBie of the apostles, so all are not Masons who have been initialed into 
tbs Order. Aknowledgeofsigns, words, and tokens, withoot an abittl^ 
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brethren, you will ezcoae this plainneee of langaage from 
one who knowg not to flatter in these matters of the 
greatest importance. I hare now been in the society 
of Masons near twenty years, and the greatest j>art of 
that time Chaplain to a body of that fraternity in the 
oonnty of Kent, where that society is as numerous and 
respectable as in almost any couaty in the kingdom ; my 
friends amongst them are numerous and valuable ; my 
communications amonsst them are daily, and to me, in a 
social sense, very valuable; and my labours amongst 
them, as their Chaplain, have been always the most ao- 
ceptable as they have been the more raithfuL That I 
have praised them, their Order, and their principles, both 
in the church and by the press, I am not ashamed to 
acknowledge in any assembly ; and if you follow the 
same principles, vou will deserve the same commenda- 
tions ; for a gooa Mason must be a good man.^ The 

to apply them according to their proper design, can no more constitate 
a Maabn, than the poflBeesion of working tools can make a man a carpen- 
ter, nnlesB he knows how to use them. There are many erroneooa opinums 
abroad on this point A person prooores initiation, and fiudeB this is 
all he wants. There never was a more fktal mistake. Initiation is bat 
the horn-book of Masonry, and is only of the same use towards a know- 
ledge of its principleB, as the alphabet is to those who are demrona of 
excelling in hterary attainments. If this consideration were duly enforced 
on every candidate for Masonry, the Order would assume a different 
an>ect, and its genuine lustre would be more universallv displayed. 

'^The preacher has not sud so much in his own behalf as ne might 
Justly have done. He was so universally respected in his province, that 
the brethren regarded him as a father. The benevolence of his princi- 
ples is strikinf^ly disp]ayedinaletter,whidihe wrote on the subject of the 
projected umon of the ancient and modem secti<His of ib» craft, dated 
Feb. 25, 1804, and which was finaUy eflbcted in 18ia Bro. Inwood 
says : " I most cordiallv conmtnlate the Graft on the happy union 
which is now likely to be established between the ancient and modem 
Mssons, by means of the Bight Hon. the Elari of Moira. These are cir> 
cumstaoces which must be highly gntifying to a virtuous mind, and 
whidi alone can make Mssonry most enunently usefol, and most eminently 
beantiftd, viz., an union of the brethren. And surelv, it may be justly 
impreaaed upon the mind of every brother, that, with so ezoeUeot an 
ezaaq>le before him, he is unworthy the name of a Maacm, if he either 
espouses or countenances any other principle but the principle of union. 
MV opinion, then, is, if any member, whether of my own sodety or the 
other, does anything, in word or deed, to increase the difference, or 
enlarge the breach, he is, whether intentionallv or not, absolutely an 
hindrance to the growth of brotherly love, and consequently subverts 
all the best eflfeots not only of the principles of Masonry, but also of 
Christianity." 
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Bjstem of Masonry is a mtem well calealated for the 
^ improyemeiit of science, tor the refinement of manners, 

for the increase of morality^ and for the extension of 
i charity, benevolence, and brotherly love. If a professed 

> Mason, therefore, is ignorant or rude, or immoral, or un- 

[ charitable, yon must lay it to the incorri^bility of his 

own nature, and not to any defect or evil m the system 
( he has adopted. No, the true Mason is the true patriot ; 

he will be always rc^y personally to stand forward in 
! the rank of danger, or, with the most liberal portion he 

\ can spare from the necessities of his family, zealously to 

support his king and constitution, and to save his country. 
I He IS a true Christian. Masonry is an enemy to all im- 

; morality, and the friend of piety and virtue ; she forms 

societies for the relief of her indigent brethren, that none 
\ should perish without the tender care of brotherly love ; 

i she buuds and endows schools for the female orphan, 

that female virtue and modesty should not be destroyed 
under the trying evils of youthful isnorance, distress, or 
, poverty. And, in the instance before us, I trust the 

I friends of Masonry will not be found backward in imi- 

tating their ancient patron, King Solomon, and in show- 
ing tiieir zeal and liberality in aiding to build a temple 
to the Lord of Hosts, the Supreme Grand Architect of 
universal nature, and, in their profession, their only 
worthy and worshipful Lord and Master. Her private 
charities are beyond my powers to enumerate or describe ; 
to many I have, with the highest sensation of pleasure, 
been an eye-witness and convevor ; and seldom, indeed, 
have I been witness to a refusal (where the most rational 
prudence dictated it not) where the mite of masonic 
benevolence was solicited to wipe the widow's tear, to 
relieve the orphan's distresses, or to soothe the sorrows 
of virtuous misery and a£9iction : in short, true Masonry 
can never disgrace any one, but it may illumine the 
brightest ornaments of humanity. My beloved brethren, 
ye all know that this masonic panegyric is perfectly true 
of all her principles and of all her profession. Be it, then, 
your task, in the beautiful uniformity of all your conduct, 
to check the evil surmise, and stop the voice of slander, 
by which this beautiful Order of our profession is so 
much and so unjustly stigmatized by those who know 
not her beauty, or her charms, or her utility ; so will 
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Toa do best honour to the Crmft — so will you best digniff 
her omameDta and her jewels-^eo will you reap to your* 
■elves her best beuefito, spread her true fame around 
you, and thereby do an essential benefit to mankind. 

I have, I fear, trespassed upon the usual time allowed 
to these exercises, but my excuse, my friends, is this, 
that however your patience, through mv inability, may 
be exhausted, I am confident none of the topics before 
us are at all codiausted ; and though my best endeavours, 
I know, cannot justly deserve your approbation, yet I 
am perfectly sure its object richlv deserves your best 
attention, for it is the glory of God, the furtherance of 
religion, and consequently the best benefit of human 
nature.^ 

^The Editor preaeDii Us frmtemsl oomplimentB to tl» bretfarea, wiio 
have Moompaoied him thropgh these four TolomeB of "The Goldes 
B^nains of our Early ICasooic Writers." and begs to observe hete, that 
on oompariog the profipectiia with the present volume, they will find 
three detad^d aermons omitted, and an additional sermon by Bro. 
Inwood introduced, for which the Editor has two sabstantial reesons, 
first, it was thought that the volome woold be more perfect if the ser* 
mons were all bv one aathor ; and secondly, it was sogipeBted by the 
pablisher, that if the original design were carried oat, the volume woold 
neoome more bnlkv than its companions, and not only destroy the mi- 
fonnity of the set, bat it woaM abo have been n o c osoa iy to increase tiie 
price, which the pablisher thought it desirable to avoid. It is hoped* 
therefore, that these reasons will be considered by the brethren sofll- 
dently cogent to excuse an alteration of the original C 
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SEBMON I. 

THB CHIEF CORNER STONE. 

St Mark xii. 10, 11. fam 

** And have ye not read this Scriptaret The Stone which the 
bnilden rejected is become the head of the comer : 
** ThiB was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelloos in oar eyes." . 267 

SEBMON n. 

THB ONLY FOUNDATION. 

1 Cor. ilL 11. 

''For other foundation can no man lay than thai is laid, whidi is 
Jesos Christ'' 284 

SEBMON m. 

THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 

Eph6Bian8iLl»-S3L 

"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
Hallow-citiaens with the saints, and of the household of (3od ; 

" And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets^ 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief comer stone ; 

" In iduHn aD the building fitly framed together, groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord ; 

** In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
throofl^ the Spirit" 299 
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THE CHIBF CORNER 8TONB. 



**And have ye tiot read Uiis Scr^Owre 7 Ths Stone uhUh the hvsSdan 
rejected te become the hbaj> of thb oobneb : 
**J7u$ wu the Lord*8 doing, and it ie marvelloue in our eyee,** 

Saint Makk zfl. 10, U. 

Thbbb words, my dear Brethren, uttered by Christ 
Himself, when speaking to the Jews in the Parable of 
the Vineyard, I have selected for my text, because they 
will be admitted by Jew and Gentile, bein^ set forth in 
the Old Testament, as well as in the New m almost the 
same words — j^roclaiming at once, by a reference to 
their own Scriptures, the rejection of God's offer of 
Mercy by His ancient people, His beneficent care of the 
human race, and their salyation to the ends of the earth, 
expressed in the plain but emphatic language of operative 
Masonry — a language adapted to the comprehension of 
mankind ; evidencing the propriety of inculcating prin- 
ciples by the types and figures of Masonry. 

Jesus, who possessed Divine knowledse, who came 
from the bosom of His Father to redeem the world, who 
had all wisdom, and all the powers of language at His 
command, thought proper in this plain and beautiful 
language of Masonry thus to introduce Himself to the 
Jews of that time, and to the world by the written Word 
in all after ases. 

The parable of the Vineyard, from which the text is 
taken, referred to the Jewish nation at large, and more 
especially to their rulers and teachers, because they n^- 
leeted their duty, and were uitfaithful to their trust. 
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But God sent Prophets to call them to Repentance, and 
to remind them of the promises of a Messiah who was to 
come. Therefore the fruits were demanded in their sea- 
son. But instead of '* Repenting and doing works meet 
for Repentance," they apprehended the servants of 
God, and treated them as enemies. Notwithstanding 
this, the Lord chought pit>p3r to send His tifjy and weU- 
beloved Son, supposing that they would *< reverence 
Him." But when they saw the Son, the Saviour of the 
world, '< thev said among themselves. This is the heir; 
come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance shall be ours." 
When Jesus had spoken this parable. He enquired. 
When the Lord, therefore, of the vineyard cometh, what 
will He do unto those husbandmen? They say unto 
Him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and 
will let out His vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons," 

To bring this admission home to their consciences, and 
to leave them without excuse. He called their attention 
to a passage of Scripture contained in the hundred and 
eighteenth Psalm, tne twenty-second and twenty-third 
verses, recorded more than' a thousand years previously 
— '^The Stonb which the builders reused u beame thb 
Hbajd-stonk of thb Cornbr. This is ^Lord's doiMg; 
U it marvellous in our eyes^ 

In addressing myself to you, my brethren pf the Royal 
Citift, who are assembled on this anniversary in the Tem- 
ple of the Lord, I feel called upon as an ambassador of 
God for Christ's sake to embrace this first opportunity to 
declare to you, and to this congregation, all the counsel 
of Gk>d ; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel ! 
And although there probably are Brejthren present, 
descended from GUkI's ancient people, or belonj^g to 
other nations ; for the universality of our Order, its ex- 
tending from pole to pole, from East to West, embracing 
within its mighty scope all the nations of the earth, 
without any distinction of eountry, of clime, or of col- 
our; its diffusive benetolence; its widely-extended phi- 
lanthropy ; — and these being the bright and charitable 
principles upon which the institution is founded, they 
eannot, if they have rightly learned our Science, but 
highly approve of our maeting this day in GNmI's HxAj 
Temple. For we assemble sanctioned by the Law of the 
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Lasdy we have for oar Ruler a Prince of the Empire, tht 
Volume of the Sacred Law is our Chdde^ and Faith, Hope, 
and Charity are the principles inculcated. 

It is my duty, Brethren, and my happiness to preach 
to you on this anniversary, I wish it had &llen on one 
more skilled in the science of Freemasonrv, more power- 
ful and eloquent. I, however gladly avail myself of this 
opportunity in all sincerity and plainness of speech to 
exhort you not merely to perform your Masonic Duties 
with freedom, fervency, and zeal ; but also I exhort you 
as a Christian Minister by the mercies of God to perform 
your Christian Duties; to look for Salvation to Jesus 
Christ — " The Headstone of the Comer;" to secure for 
vourselves by His merits, and through a lively faith in his 
blood, immortality in Mansions not made with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. 

I propose with the Divine blessing to consider the text 
under three heads. 

First — To shew the Scriptures quoted bv Christ ; and 
that " Thb Stonb which the buUders rrfmedj" referred to 
therein, is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

Secondly — That He *'m become the EEbad of thb 

CORNBB." 

Thirdly— That '' This was the Lord's doingf and it is 
marvellous in our eyes," 

And in conclusion to make such practical remarks 
thereon, and on vour Masonic Duties, as the subject and 
the occasion shall seem to require. 

First, then — the Scripture quoted by Christ was, doubt- 
less, that recorded in the hundred and eighteenth Psakn, 
the twenty-second and twenty-third verses : The Stonb 
tf^A the builders reused is become thb Hbad-stonb of 
THB Corner. This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in 
our eyes" 

Manv are the passages of Scripture in which God has 
been pleased to speak in the Symbolical and significant 
language of operative Masonry. Three times in the Old 
Testament, and six times in the New Testament, is my 
text referred to. Even the Jewish Rabbles, and the 
learned of all ages, acknowledge that it expressly refers 
to Christ. In the twenty-eighth chapter of the Prophet 
Isaiah, the sixteenth and seventeentn verses, are these 
words : '' Therefore thus saith the Lord Qod, Behold, I 
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lay in Zion for a foundation, a stonb, a tried stonb, a 
PRECIOUS CORNER-STONE, a suro foundation : he that 
believeth shall not make haste. Judgment also will I 
lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet." In 
the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, and the twenty-fourth 
verse, where Jacob blesses his sons, amongst the bless- 
ings to Joseph he said, — ** the arms of his hands were 
made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob ; 
from thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel." 
In the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to 
Saint Matthew, and the forty-second verse, it is thus 
written: *' Jesus saith unto them. Did ve never read in 
the Scriptures, The Stone which the builders rejected, the 
$ame U become the head of the Comer: this is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ?" In the twen- 
tieth chapter of Saint Luke's Gospel, the seventeenth and 
eighteenth verses : And Jesus said, '* What is this, then, 
that is written. The Stone which the builders rejected, 
the same is become the head of the Comer ?*^ In the fourth 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, the tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth verses: '* Be it Known unto you all, and to 
all the people of Israel, that by the name tf Jesus Christ ef 
Nazareth, whom je crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even by Htm doth this man stand here before you 
whole. This is the Stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head rfihe Comer. Neither 
is there Salvation in any other ; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved." In Saint Paul's Epistle to the Romans, the 
ninth chapter, the thirty-second and thirty-third verses, 
are words of similar import. In the second chapter of 
the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Ephesians, and 
the twentieth verse, are tnese words: '^And are built 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief corner-stone." In 
the first Epistle general of Saint Peter, the second chap- 
ter, the sixth and seventh verses, we read, *^ Wherefore 
also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion 
a chirf corMT'Stone, elect, precious : and he that believeth 
on Itm shall not be confounded. Unto you, therefore, 
which believe He is precious : but unto them which be 
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the 
same is made the head (f the Comer*** 
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Thus, then, have I pointed out the Scripture rtferred to 
by Christ Himself^ nor need I multiply texts on the sub- 
ject ; for if, after such abundant proou from the Prophets, 
the Evangelists, and Apostles, any human being, who has 
heard, or read, and digested them, hesitates to make a 
full belief in the Lard Jesus Christ — ^^ the Stone which the 
builders rgected^*^ then, I say to him, ^^ neither would he 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead : And good 
were it for that man if he had never been born." Let 
me earnestly entreat that person, if there can be such an 
one present, by the mercies of G-od, to turn with all his 
heart to the Lord Jesus Christ, who will have mercy upon 
him. 

Secondly — That the Lord Jesus Christ " is become the 
head of the Comer.^^ 

Having just shewn you that the Redeemer of the 
World is typified by that ^^ Stone which the buUders rgected^** 
and would have thrown aside as worthless amoog the 
rubbish ; but which, by the mighty power of God, and 
to the astonishment of the apostles and disciples, became 
the chitf comer-stone^ supporting the whole spiritual tem- 
ple, and uniting the several parts of it into one building — 
" an habitation of God through the Spirit," I will now 
shew its accomplishment, and that Christ ^^is become 

THE HEAD OF THB CoRNBR." 

No sooner had Adam fallen from his first estate, than 
the Lord God declared to him, that, notwithstandinff tbe 
ruin and degradation he had brought upon himself and 
his posterity by his disobedience. He would provide a 
Saviour in the person of His Son the Messiah who 
should come. Accordingly, in the third chapter of 
Genesis and fifteenth verse, the promise is thus recorded: 
*^ And I virill put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." And in the twelfth 
chapter of Genesis and third verse, God declared unto 
Abraham : ^' In thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed." In the twentv-second chapter of Genesis it is 
written. That tbe angel of the Lord called unto Abra- 
ham out of heaven the second time, and declared in the 
eighteenth verse : '* In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed." 

A similar promise was made in the vision of Jacob's 
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Udder, as recorded in the twenty-eighth chapter of 
GenesiSi and the fourteenth yerse. And there are other 
■ach like prophecies. 

Th6 time of the Messiah's coming is also set forth in 
the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, and the tenth verse, 
^^ The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
^ver firom between his feet, until Shiloh come." And 
in the second chapter of Haggai, the sixth and seventh 
verses, it is recorded, — "For thus saith the Lord of 
hosts ; yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dty land ; 
And I will shake all nations, and the desire (f all natum 
shaU come: and I will fill this house with slory, saith the 
Lord of hosts." In the ninth chapter ofDaniel, and in 
the third chapter of Malachi also, the time (fIRs coming 
is set forth. 

In the ninth chapter of Isaiah, the sixth and seventh 
verses, we find His prophetic birth. His title, and spi- 
ritual offices described, ** For unto us a child is bom, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder ; and His name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His 
government and peace there shall be no end,......The zeal 

of the Lord of hosts will perform this." And in the 
second Psalm and seventh verse it is written, "I will 
declare the decree : the Lord hath said unto me, Thou 
art my Son ; this day have I begotten thee." 

Id the fifth chapter of the prophet Micah, the second 
and third verses, M^ Birt/^-place or Christ was foretold, — 
" But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose 
iroings forth have been from of old, finom everlasting. 
Therefore will He rive them up, until tiie time that she 
which travaileth hath brought forth:" And in the 
seventh chapter of Isaiah and fourteenth verse it is 
written, " Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a 
sign ; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and Mar a Son, 
and shall call His name Immawud.^* 

Herein^ then, is set fcnth the prophetic promises of the 
Messiah ; for, as soon as Adam fell, God promised the 
Saviour, which promise He often repeated by the pro- 
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phets, and He set forth the time of His coming, the mtro- 
e^ious manner ofHU cimceptian^ and the pUice of His birth ; 
all which took place with an accuracy that nothing but 
Omnipotence could accomplish. 

It was foretold, as we have before seen, that the Mes- 
siah should come before the sceptre departed from Judah, 
that is, before the Jewish government was destroyed; 
and accordingly the Lord Jesus appeared, shortly before 
it was overthrown by the Romans. It was also foretold, 
that He should come before the destruction of the second 
Temple ; accordingly, Christ appeared some time before 
the aestruction of the city and Temple of Jerusalem, by 
the Romans, as prophesied by Haggai. It was foretold 
by the Prophet Daniel, that Christ should come at the 
end of four hundred and ninety years after the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem, which had been laid waste during the 
Babylonish captivity; that He should be cut off; and 
after that, the city and Temple should be destroyed, and 
made desolate, — aU which happened accordingly. It was 
foretold, that He should be bom of a virgin, m the town 
of Bethlehem, that He should be of the tribe of Judah, 
of the seed of David, that *' the spirit of the Lord should 
rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord ;"^ — so that at twelve years 
old they found Him in the Temple in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing and asking them questions. And 
all that heard Him were astonished at His understanding 
and answers. And after entering on His ministry. His 
miracles were many, great, and beneficial, — ^He opened 
the eyes of the blind, the ears of the deaf, and caused 
the tongue of the dumb to sing ; the lame walked, the 
lepers were cleansed, the dead raised, in the presence of 
many witnesses. 

It was also foretold, that He should die a violent death, 
that He should be wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities, that the chastisement of our 
peace should be upon Him, that with His stripes we 
should be healed, that G-od would lay on Him the ini* 
quity of us all.^ AU which was literally aeccn^ithed in 
Ae eufferin^ if Christy ^^ who died for our sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to Gtod."' 

« In. XL 2. >lBa.liii. nPet,i]il8. 
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Hb is, therefore, by His miraculous birth, by His 
ministry, by His death, by His glorious Resurrection and 
Ascension, become thb Head of the Co&nbb, that is, 
the Grand Ornament, Stability, and CSement of the whole 
Spiritual Temple — ^the Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty 
of the whole Edifice, which God is building up by the 
incorporation of Gentile Converts with the oelieying 
Jews, who bring forth the fruits of righteousness to EUs 
praise and glory. 

Thirdly — << This was the Lord's doings and U is marvd- 
laus in our eyes,^^ 

By the passages of Scripture, which I have already 
quoted under the two former divisions of the text, it is 
too evident to need further proof, that it ^^was the 
Lord's doing ;" for, He is not only the Creator and Gov- 
ernor of the Universe, but by Him all things exist in 
heaven and earth, and for His pleasure they are and 
were created. 

That the Almighty should, after the disobedience and 
fall of man, condescend still to look upon him, and pro- 
vide, in the person of His only Son, a Saviour, not only 
to redeem him from eternal death, but to raise him, by 
faith in His blood, to the mansions of Immortality, is 
Mercy beyond human comprehension; *' which things 
the angels desire to look into.'"* For herein was Go<rs 
holiness and justice satisfied, and His goodness and mercy 
displayed, '' For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life."' Oh ! the 
heighth, ana the breadth, and the depth of the Lovb of 
God, for that whilst we were enemies. He hath granted 
us His Salvation. 

Remember, my Brethren, that '^thisisthe Lard^s daUig^ 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.^^ Tes, it is marvellous, 
marvellous as was the interpretation of the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar by the prophet Daniel, as recorded in 
his second chapter. The God of heaven had determined 
to set up another kingdonh which should never be destroyed, 
or fall under the power of other conquerors, seeing i$ 
would *' break in pieces, and consume all these kingdoms, 
and stand for ever." This was represented by ^*a Stomb 

nPetL12. •StJohniiLie. 
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eat out without hands," which " smote the image," and 
utterly destroyed it, and '^ became a great mountain, and 
filled the '' whole earth." 

The truths contained in the revelation of Daniel are 
established. The Chaldean monarchy, over which Ife- 
buchadnezzar reigned, has long since passed away. The 
Kingdom of the Medes and Persians succeeded, and fell 
in its turn. The Macedonian, or Orecian, monarchy of 
Alexander, is gone. And the Roman Empire also fell at 
the appointed time. And we look forward to the gradual 
growth of Christ's Kingdom, represented by '^ the Stonb 
cut out of the mountain without hands," by the Omni- 
potent, which shall by degrees grow to a great mountain, 
and fill the whole earth. 

You here observe what wonderful works God has done, 
and He will set up His Kingdom^ which shall never be de- 
stroyed ; every obstacle must flee before k. And all the 
Nations of the Earth be " called out of darkness into His 
marvellous light." 

MarvellauB also was the visit of the Angel Gabriel to 
the blessed Virgin Mary to announce her Conception. As 
was also the Birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, when the angel 
of the Lord came upon the shepherds, and the Glory of 
the Lord shone round about them : accompanied by a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising Goo, and saying 
** Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men." The descent of the Holy Ghost like a 
dove, and lighting upon Him at His Baptiim : And a 
voice from heaven^ saying, ^^This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." His Tran^igurcaion on the 
Mount as recorded by Saint Matthew, Mark, and Luke— - 
when ** His face did shine as the Sun, and His raiment 
was white as the light." And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Elias talking with Him. Thus the 
Law represented by Moses, and the Prophets by Elias, 

fave testimany to Jesus. " While he yet spake, behold, a 
right cloud overshadowed them : and behold a voice out 
of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased ; hear Him." 

At His Crucifixion, the Sun darkened, the veil of the 
Temple rent in the midst, the rending of the rocks, the 
opemngof the graves, and the appearance of many of the 
saints, risen from their graves, to many in the holy city 
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•— 4he eentarion, and the^ that were with him, watching 
JesuB, beholding those things that were done, said, *^ Truly 
this was the Son of Otod" 

At His Resurbbction, *^ behold, there was a great 
earthquake : for the angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door 
(of the sepulchre), and sat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and bis raiment white as snow; 
And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became 
as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto 
the women, ^^ Fear not ye ; for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not here ; for He is risen, 
as He said : come see the place where the Lord lay.'^^ 

And at His Ascension into Heaven, in the presence 
of a multitude of witnesses, ** He led His disciples out 
as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and 
blessed them. And it came to pass, while He blessed 
them, He was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven."^ All these are more than marvdUnu^ they 
could only have been accomplished by the omnipotence, 
the omniscience, and the omnipresence of the Lord God 
Almighty. 

Having considered the several divisions of the text, I 
will now more immediately address myself to my 
Brethren. To those of you, who know the Science of 
Freemasonry, who knows its operatwe or practical, and its 
tpeadatwe or theoretical character, these significant pas- 
sages of Scripture appear in all their beauty. That the 
Science of Freemasonry was established by Divine au- 
thority, and has been preserved under the most trjring 
persecutions by the Almighty Architect of the Universe, 
cannot be questioned. That its doctrimes are contained 
«i the Volume of the Sacred Law^ all its rites, ceremonies, 
and secrets prove : nor can any Lodge in these Kingdoms 
be held unless that blessed Book be open before ul the 
Brethren, forming their reliance, their joy, their hope, and 
their crown of rejoicing. 

That the Institution was planned for the benefit of 
mankind, cannot be denied. See men of every nation, 
tongue, and people, of every profession, joining in ado- 
ration and praise of the Almighty Architect of the 

• St. Matt, xxviii. 2—6. ' St. Luke xziv. 50, 61. 
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TJniyene. Then look to the kindness rendered by man 
to his brother ; the din of war has been made to cease — 
the slaughter of the battle field has been stopped — ^by 
one emblem of Masonry. Those who were m deadly 
conflict have thrown down their weapons and embraced 
as brothers. 

How often has the shipwrecked mariner, cast on a 
foreign shore, found himself and his unfortunate compa- 
nions, when on the verge of misery and death, rescued 
and relieved by the kind hand of a brother? How often 
has distress been alleviated ; the afflicted comforted ; 
the widow, the orphan, and the distressed supported; 
the prisoner freed ; and works of Charity and Mercy 
quietly and unostentatiously performed? 

Surely an Institution framed for such noble purposes 
must ever benefit mankind. Unlike many Institutions 
of modem days, and some of the modem Systems of 
Education, Freemasonry never instructs in Science 
without connecting with it Morality; as every type, 
figure, character, and emblem in the Lodee has a moral 
tendency, which inculcates the practice of virtue. 

If we look to the Institution as imparting Scientific 
knowledge to the operative Mason, — here is a vast field 
for contemplation. The promulgation of the Science of 
Masonry, and of Architecture in particular, has greatly 
benefited the world; for in all ages the most learned, 
the most scientific men, and most skilful Architects, 
have been Members of the Order. They have by their 
advice, exertions, and skill, contributed greatly to the 
extension of Science, and to the comforts of sociehr, by 
the erection of Temples, towns, cities, and palaces. 
From the days of the Tabernacle, and the erection of 
the first Temple to the Living God, the Science and 
zeal of the Craft have ever been foremost in erecting 
Temples to His honour and glory. And whatever may 
be now thought of the splendid monuments of Antiquity, 
the woriLs of the Masons of Ancient days, erected by 
them after their dispersion from Shinar, in the plains of 
Babylon, in Egypt, at Memphis, Hermopolis, Thebes, 
Peraepolis, Pompeii, Balbec, and Palmyra; of Elephant(^ 
Salseite, Canaran, Chillambmm, and Seringham m India 
— ^monuments of ancient days, exalting their summits in 
awful and decayed grandenr, the astonishment of all 
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beholders, from the yastness of their dimensions, and the 
similarity of construction, though so distant from each 
other, proving the dispersion from Shinar.* The Science, 
skill and perseverance displayed in their construction, 
lead us to hope that they were oriffinally erected in 
honour of the Almighty Architect of the Universe, or at 
all events to serve as Archives to perpetuate the know- 
ledge of the Arts and Sciences to their posterity ; and 
that they have been the faithful, though in many cases 
the inexplicable depositaries to this remote period, can- 
not be denied. 

After the dispersion from Shinar, the people who 
composed the most ancient races of the Eastern nations 
could not have soon fallen from the faith of Noah; they, 
doubtless, fervently adored the Almighty in His works ; 
they expressed it in the sculptured symbols with which 
they covered their sacred buildings; but, in so doing, 
they offended the Majesty of Heaven by attempting to 
personify that which admitted of no corporeal simili- 
tude ; and though virtuous intentions may have dictated 
such a course, and virtuous impressions may have suc- 
ceeded for a time, yet, in the lapse of revolving ages, 
they withdrew their thoughts from the Almighty Archi- 
tect Himself, and paid to the symbol that homage which 
was due only to the Divine Origiual. The present race 
of Eastern nations have mostly not only fallen from the 
true worship of God, handed down by Noah, but they 
have also fallen back in the paths of Science, being per- 
fectly incompetent to construct such mighty works as 
their forefathers under a pure faith constructed* 

All Masons, I have before said, are not opertuwe Ma- 
sons : there is a great and influential Body numbering 
thousands, who are«p ectikuive or Free and Accq^ed Ma" 
tonif and to those who are this day ajwembled I must 
address a few words. My Brethren, Freemasonry re- 
quires you by the Ancient Charges to obey the Moral 
LatVj as contained in the Holy BibUj that of all men. 
Masons should best understand, that God seeth not as 
man seeth ; for man looketh to the outward appearance, 
but God looketh to the heart. A Mason is, therefore, 
bound never to act against the dictates of his eonscience. 

9 Vide JHnon's ISgypt, Manrioe's Babylon, and Indian AntiqutieB. 
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Masona unite with the virtuous of every persuasion, in 
the firm and pleasing bond of fraternal love : they are 
taught to view the errors of mankind with compassion, 
and to strive by the purity of their own conduct to 
demonstrate the superior excellence of the Creed they 
may profess. Thus, Masonry is the centre of union 
between good men and true, and the happy means of 
conciliating friendship amongst those who must other- 
wise have remained at a perpetual distance. 

Freemasonry requires you to study the liberal Arts 
and Sciences, b^ which you may benefit yourself, your 
family, your friends, your fellow-creatures, and be an 
honour to your coun^. It requires you also to stud^ 
and practise the cardinal virtues of Temperance, Forti- 
tude, Prudence, and Justice; to carry out the principles 
of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth ; and above all, to 
follow Faith, Hope and Charity.^ It requires you also 
to be ffood and loyal subjects, true to your Queen, just to 
your Country; peaceable, honest, industrious, temperate 
in all thinffs, ffood members of societ]^, kind to your 
wives and lamilies, courteous to your friends and neigh- 
bours, anxious to do good to all men, to love the BroiAer- 
hoodf to fear Qod^ to honour the Queen; and whilst yoa 

Jractise the weightier matters required by the Law, of 
ustice. Judgment, and Equity, to forget not Life Eternal 
by Jesus Christ, the only sure faundUaion of all your hopes 
here, and of your eternal happiness hereafter. 

Of your mysteries I cannot here speak; you have 
Rulers supreme and subordinate, and in this Province are 
blessed with a Provincial Grand Master, who is skilled 
in the Science, courteous and communicative. You have 
also able Masters to preside over your Lodges : thev will 
instruct you in the mysteries of the Craft on all ntting 
occasions : and the secrets thus imparted to you, you are 
bound to preserve inviolate. 

Asa Mason, your first admission in a state of helpless- 
ness was an emblematic representation of the entrance 
of all men into this their state of mortal existence ; it in- 
culcated the cherishing lessons of natural equality, of 
mutual dependanoe. It instructed you in the active 
principles of universal benevolence and charity, to make 

• Vidi PMtoa'8 IUiBtratioi» of MaBOnry. 
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ihem the solace of your own difltresses* and to extend 
relief and consolation to your fellow-creatures in the 
hour of their affliction. It required you to free the soul 
from the dominion of pride and prejudice, to look beyond 
the limits of particular Institutions, and to view in every 
son of Adam a brother of the dust. Above all, ii taught 
you to bend with reverence and resignation to the will of 
the Grand Architect of the Universe, and to dedicate your 
heart thus purified from every malignant passion, and 
prepared for the reception of truth and justice, to His ser- 
vice, and to the welfare of your fellow-creatures. Passing 
onwards, and still guiding your progress by the principles 
of moral truth, you were taught next to contemplate the 
intellectual faculty, and to trace it from its development 
through the pleasant paths of science. To your mind, 
thus modelled by virtue and science, The Bihle presents 
some great and useful lessons more ; teaching you how 
to pass safely through the intricate windings of this mortal 
state; and bavins conducted you to the closinff hour of 
^our existence) »^ finally teaches you how to die. You were 
invited, you were besought, to contemplate often upon 
this great, this awful lesson, not to be puffed up with the 
knowledge and science acquired, but always to remember 
that you are liable to die, to be levelled with the earth, 
soon to yield up this transitory life, we trust, in sure and 
certain nope oi a glorious Immortality, in mansions not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens; for this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality ere the brightness of the sacred Name, 
or the Redeemer's presence is seen; for <* behold He 
cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him.** 

Here, then, you see, that Masonry contains different 
classes or degrees, suited to the moral industry and men- 
tal energy oi its members, who may limit or extend their 
inquiries according to their ability or inclination. 

To please the accomplished scholar, and the ingenious 
artist alsO} the Institution was planned. Many of its 
illustrations may appear unimportant to the confined 
genius, but the man of more enlarged faculties will con- 
sider them in the highest dejpee useful and interesting: 
and in the investigation of its latent doctrines tibe pm- 
losopber and the mathematician will experience equal 
satisfaction and delight. To exhaust the various subjects 
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OQ which MasoDTT treats trangcencis the powers of the 
brightest genius, for it is an Institution founded on reason 
and truth, its dee^ basis is the civilization of mankind, 
its greatest glory is that it is supported by the mighty 
pillars of science and morality. 

Such, then, my Brethren, is a brief sketch of Freema* 
sonry,and of the duties you owe so noble an Institution. 
Let me beg you by your lives and actions to adorn it. 
Let me exhort you ever to act as true and faithful Breth- 
ren. And if there are any present who would scoff at, 
revile, or slander our Institution, let me beg them to 

Eause ere they find fault with what they do not compre- 
end — ^for we shall not revile again, but look to the God 
of Israel as our helper and defender. 

No just and honourable man can complain that he is 
deprived by its secrecy of the benefits of this Institution ; 
for, deprived of its secrecy. Freemasonry may long since 
have been lost to the wond.^® Like the glorious Gospel, 
it is a mystery couched in allegories, as the other was by 
our Divine Master in parables, that the people who heard 
Him might not unaerstand the truths which he ex- 
pounded privately to His disciples. 

Nor is secrecy a novel doctnne in the world, it is es- 
teemed a most praiseworthy virtue, in all ranks of life 
the duty remains the same. The Apprentice must keep 
his Master's secrets ; the Master must take care of his 
own; a Juror must keep the counsel of his fellows; a 
Statesman the secrets of his Cabinet, or public business 
could not be carried on, and ruinous would be the effects 
to the nation. What would be the consequences were 
the sentinel to communicate to the enemy the secret-pcus- 
ward by which his post is guarded ? The principle of 
secrecy pervades in a greater or less degree the policy of 
every Institution : therefore, it cannot with fairness be 
a charge against Ms ancient Institution^ whose foundation 
is upon this very principle. Every honourable man, 
duly qualified, if he make proper application, may be- 
come a Member. Enough is shewn to the World, by the 
diligence, the science, and the usefulness of its Members ; 
in the broad philanthropy upon which the Institution is 
founded ; in tne Faith, Hope, and Charity inculcated. 

^ Vide Dr. Olivei^B Theo. Phil, of FreemaBoniy, Loc x. 
19 
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And I am sure the fair, and more beautiful portion of 
mj hearers need not complain, since Masons tue all the 
toil, responsibility, and laoour on themselves. 

If any one of your acquaintance should desire to become 
a Member of the Order, be sure and not recommend him, 
unless you know that he is of a kind disposition, chari-* 
table, and desirous of conforming to our Ancient Charges, 
Laws, and Regulations. 

I must now, my dearly beloved Brethren, proceed to a 
practical application of my text, and I again ask you, — 
^^Have ye not read this Scripture f The Stonb which the 
builders rgected is become tmb hbad of thb corner : This 
was the Lord's doings and it is marvellous in ow eyes,^^ 

The Stone here spoken of, as I have before proved, is 
Christ. Those who rejected Him the children of Israel, 
the Jews. The Prophet Isaiah, in the fifty-third chapter, 
and third verse, foretold this, — ^* He is despised and re* 
jected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief, and we hid as it were our faces from Him, He was 
despised and we esteemed Him not." 

. He was rejected, and the Oentiles were brought in, as 
is recorded in the thirteenth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, the forty-sixth and seventh verses, — '^Then 
Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was neces- 
sary that the Word of God should first have been spoken 
to you ; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge your- 
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 
I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou 
shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth." 
Herey then, were we brought into the Salvation of Christ 
Jesus, and we must build our hopes on this firm faundation^ 
this chief comer stone^ or we shall perish. ** For there is 
none other Name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved," but only the Name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Tou and I, if we do not heartily believe this, shall 
perish everlastingly. Build, then, ye Masons, and all 
ye [^ople, on this chief comer stone, this firm foundation 
. laid in ^ion ; for Christ is the Rock of your Salvation, 
and your sure refuge. Trust not to your own righteous- 
ness, but ask of God through Jesus Christ ; rely entirely 
on His redeeming love, and Gk>d will grant you pardon 
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for your sins, and receive you into mansions of eternal 
felicity. 

Are there amongst this Congregation any who despise 
the promises of God, who neglect the means of Grace ? 
If so, let me call upon you to consider that you crucify 
the Lord of Life and Glory afresh, and will receive greater 
condemnation. *^ Whosoever shall fall on this Stone 
shall be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powdei /*^ I^et me call upon you to turn 
to God, to repent, to ask for mercy at the lootstool of 
His grace through Christ Jesus. Delay it not for a mo^ 
ment, for you may be summoned suddenly before your 
Maker, and your Judge ; and if you die in your sins, you 
must perish for ever. Oh ! turn to the Lord in Faith and 
Prayer, and He will grant you His Salvation. 

Listen to the advice, to the warnings, to the exhorta- 
tions of your appointed Minister from this place, and he 
will shew you tne path of life, — " for in God's presence 
is fulness of joy, and at His right hand is pleasure for 
evermore." 

I cannot conclude this discourse better than in the 
words of Saint Peter, in his first Epistle, second chapter, 
second and following verses, — " As new-bom babes, de- 
sire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby : If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious. To whom coming, as unto a living stone^ disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, 
€Ls lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the 
Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, 
elect, precious : and he that believeth on Him shall not 
be coniounded. Unto you therefore which believe He is 
precious : but unto them which be disobedient, the 
STONE which the builders disallowed, the same is made the 
head of the comer, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them which stumble at the Word, 
being disobedient : whereunto also they were appointed. 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 
into His marvellous light.'* 

ii St Matt xxL 44 . 
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THB ONLY FOUNDATION. 

*' For other fcAxndaticn can no man lay iham that is laid, uhieh u Jmu 
Christ:* 

1 CoRiirTBiAvs iit 11« 

My dearly beloved Brethren ; the Apostle Paul in this 
text of Scripture points out to us the only foundation 
on which we can build our hopes of salvation, and in so 
doing he followed the Prophets. 

For Isaiah, in the twenty-eighth chapter, and the six- 
teenth verse, had declared more than seven hundred years 
before, in language the most powerful and maffnificent — 
<' Therefore thus saith the Lord Qod, Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation : he that believeth shall 
not make haste." All Commentators, Hebrew bb well as 
Christian, agree that this prophecy referred to the Messiah, 
whQBefoun£uion was to be laid in Zion, where the Lord 
dwelt upon His mercy-seat amongst His chosen people* 
HerCi then, the Person and Salvation of Jesus Christ are 
represented under the type or figure of a *' foundation :" 
" a sure foundation " laia by the Grand Architect of the 
Universe Himself according to His eternal counsels and 
His predictions from the beginninff, upon which He would 
in due time build, according to the plan of His mercy, 
the magnificent Spiritual Temple of the mediation and re- 
demption of maiULind, for the purpose of glorifying His 
great and holy Name in the salvation of sinners ; as well 
as for every human hope of mercy and future happiness. 

And I wish you all to understand what the Apostle de- 
clares in my text in the most clear and emphatic lan- 

oii^e : *' For other foundation con no man lay than thai i$ 
^ which it Jetut Ckrut.'* 
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In my Sermon, at your last annivereanr at Shaftesbury, 
I called your attention to the following Scripture, ^* The 
Stone which the builders rejected is become the bead of 
the comer ; This was the Lord^s doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes*'*^ I pointed out to you the rejection of 
Ood's offer of mercy by His ancient people the Jew*— 
His beneficent care of the human race, and their salvation 
to the ends of the earth. I shewed you that the Parable 
of the Vineyard, from which that Scripture was taken, 
referred to tne Jewish nation, who rejected our Saviour, 
and that by their rejection the Gentiles were brought in 
— as is set forth in the thirteenth chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, the forty-sixth and forty-seventh verses. 
* I further pointed out to you the interpretation of the 
marvellous dream of Nebuchadnezzar, as recorded in the 
second chapter of the Prophet Daniel ; where the Ood 
of Heaven bad determined to set up His Kingdom^ which 
should stand for ever — tkU was represented by a Sume cut 
out of the mountain by the Omnipotent without hands, 
which smote the image and utterly destroyed it, and it 
became a great mountain that filled the whole earth. 
That the prophecy of Daniel was fulfilled by the destruc- 
tion of the Idolatrous Nations of the Chaldean Monarchy, 
of the Kingdom of the Medes, of the Macedonian, and 
the Roman Empires. That we looked forward to the 
flradual growth of Christ's Kin^dom^ represented by the 
Stone cut out of the mountain without hands, which smoto 
the idolatrous image of the nations of the earth, and 
tohidi should by degrees grow to a great Kingdom, and 
fill the whole eiui^h — ''for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.*« 

I also pointed out to you the gracious condescension of 
the Almighty to man in revealing His Divine will to him 
in the plain, the emphatic, and the beautiful language of 
aperative Masonry, thereby renderinff clear even to the 
operative Mason the migh^ truths of His Mercy and Re* 
demption as revealed in the Q^ospel. 

I now propose to follow the sutnect, having shewn you 
in my last discourse Christ the Head Comer Stone: — ^I 
shall in this discourse, relying on the Holy Spirit, shew in 

•St Mark zH. 10,11. *lBa.zi.a 
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the language of my text — *< For other foundation ean 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jbsus Christ/' 

None, my dear Brethren, ought to be more fully aware 
than you of the important Truths of this Scripture, 
whether as Operative, or as Free and Accepted, Masons. 
The importance of a sure foundation must be well known 
to you, for at your first admission into the Order, and as 
soon as you had satisfied your Brethren of your faithful- 
ness, and were brought to the light of the Law, the 
Prophets, and the blessed Gospel, then was the import- 
ance of the precise place and position of the founaatum 
pointed out to you ; and every one of you have in your 
own proper persons been reminded of the Chief Comer Stone 
resting upon the wxre foundation of the Rock of Ageg. 

There^ in powerful and emphatic language, you were 
told to raise up on the foundation a superstructure uniform 
in its parts and honorable to the builder ; that to all ex- 
ternal appearance you stood as an upright man and mason, 
and you were solemnly exhorted ever to continue to merit 
and maintain that character. And that the sure foundation 
may never be eflStced from your recollection, you were 
taught at once to look up to t/ie Glorious Cape Stone of the 
Spiritual Buildings to behold there, inscribed with the ap- 
probation of heaven and earth ** Charity," which, like its 
sister Mercy, blesseth him that ffiveth, aa well as him 
that receiveth ; and you were solemnly called upon to 
practise this virtue, which you professed to admire, and 
promised to imitate. 

Whatever other persons may say, you, who are Free 
and Accepted Masons, cannot, either scientifically or 
spiritually, plead ignorance of the necessity of a sure 
foundation. You must know as Operative Masons that 
all the skill and experience of tne Master Mason or 
Builder is needful to render the foundation of an edifice 
secure ; for any error made in the foundation cannot be 
remedied, but will occasion the ruin and destruction of 
the whole fabric. The Operative Mason, when he has 
the choice of spot, selects with judgment according to 
this world's wisdom the foundaJban on a rock, or one 
naturally good ; if he is called upon to build on a more 
precariousyouni^ion, he adopts the artificial means of 
concrete, piling, and other helps to make tttefoundaHon 
as safe as possiole — ^well knowing that any error in this 
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respect will be the destruction of the edifice, and the 
ruin of his reputation. 

Hsre the knowledge of his business, the desire to build 
securely to maintain his character, and to serve his 
Master faithfully, secures his best judgment, his utmost 
skill. 

Tou must also, if you have learned Freemasonry 
aright, have heard how our Grand Master, the wise and 
learned Solomon, founded the Temple of the Lord at 
Jerusalem, which, when finished, furnished, dedicated, 
and consecrated, the Almighty sanctified by His Diyine 
presence between the mercy seat. 

And in our day we look forward with hope to the 
restoration of the descendants of our ancient brethren, 
and the establishment of the religion of Jesus Christ in 
the holy city itself, where the Lora said my Name shall 
be there. 

A Bishop of our Apostolic Church, one converted from 
Judaism, having been sent forth, and established there, 
under the hope of bringing back to the fold of Jesus the 
remnant of the House of Israel — as is most beautifully 
described in the eleventh chapter of the Prophet Isaiah : 
'' And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek : and his rest shall be glorious. And it 
shall came to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set 
His hand again a second time to recover the remnant of 
His people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from 
Egvpt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, 
and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands 
of the sea. And He shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four comers 
of the earth." 

This chapteTy containing a general propheOT of the ad- 
vancement of Christ's kingdom in the World, 1 recommend 
to the perusal of all, who feel interested in the spiritual 
happiness of God's chosen people, the Jews; to whom 
we as Mhsons are indebted for the preservation of much 
Masonic knowledge. The chapter refers to the advance* 
ment which Christ's kingdom sWl make at different ages 
and periods of time, ana we hope that an important era 
is now approaching, when the glorious times of the 
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Church which shall be ushered in by the restoration of 
the Jewish nation, when thej shall embrace the Qospel 
and shall be restored to their own country, is about to 
dawn upon the world. The eleventh verse of the same 
chapter refers expressly to the recovery of God's people 
also from the islands of the sea.^^ 

Oh my dear brethren ! — ^If Britain shall, by the Divine 
blessing, have a share in this great, this glorious work, 
how happy, how blessed will she be ! I( she \b referred 
to also m the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, and the first 
verse, — '' Listen, O Isles, unto me ; and hearken, ye peo- 
ple, from far ;" and again in the twentynsecond and twen- 
ty-third verses, — "Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my 
standard to the people, and they shall bring thy sons in 
their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their 
shoulders. And Kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and 
Uieir Queens thy nursing mothers." 

Thus the Prophet prophesied of the Church of Christ, 
which should be established in Jerusalem. And if our 
Land shall be the humble instrument of God's mercy in 
forwarding this fflorious work, then shall we be blessed 
indeed ; for God hath said — " Blessed is he that blesseth 
thee."* 

But to return to my text — The words, " For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ," were spoken by St. Paul to the Christians at 
Corinth in consequence of divisions among them, and the 
Apostle's object was to shew them, that all their minis- 
ters were but like workmen employed in the same build- 
ing, and there ought to be no jealousies amongst them. 
In the fifth verse of the same chapter he says, " who 
then is Paul, and who is ApoUos, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man ?" And 
m the ninth and tenth verses — " For we are labourers 
together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's 
building. According to the grace of God which is given 
unto me, as a wise master-builder, I have laid the founder 
tion and another buildeth thereon. But let every man 
take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundor 
IJon cmn no man lay than that is laid, which is Jetut Chriet*^* 

* NanberB zadv. 9. 
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The great Truth contained in these words of the text 
is often mentioned in the Scriptures. When St. Peter 
was brought before the Jewish rulers for preaching 
Christy he told them boldly that He was the Stone they 
had set at nought^ and he added, ^* Neither is there salva- 
vation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."^ 

My text,— "i^or other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laidj which is Jbsus Chbist," I shall divide into 
three parts. 

First, — 2%c Foundation laid by God. 

Secondly, — " Other Foundation can no man lay.** 

TWrdly,— Which Foundation is Jesus Christ. 

In the Jirst place I observe, that this is the foundation 
of God's own appointment, laid before the beginning of 
the world, and it is the only foundation upon which the 
human soul can build for heaven and happiness. This is 
the only true, the only tried foundaxionf which God hath 
" laid in Zion." 

It is not with this foundation^ laid by the Grand Archi- 
tect of the Universe Himself, as with an ^arthljfounda^ 
tioHi — ^for this is an entirely perfect ^i£^{2a^ion, laid and 
maintained by the Almighty Himselfl Earthly founda- 
tions may, as I have before stated, be secured by artificial 
means, but here no addition is required, none can be 
made, for God hath laid t^; »; is perfect, and no mortal 
being can presume to say otherwise. We may safely 
venture our eternal all upon tins fousuUuian^ for it will 
stand for ever. Let thousands and millions of pardoned 
sinners build upon th\R foundation^ and they shall never be 
moved. 

The apparently firm foundations laid by our ancestorSf 
the Masons of old, at Babylon, at Nineveh, at £g]rpt| 
at Persepolis, and other structures of antiquity, though 
formed of ^anite, of Parian marble, or iint^ rockiB, 
promising infinite durability, are shattered mto ten 
thousand fragments, lying in heaps of ruins, and should 
convince you of tiie transitory nature of all earthly 
things. 

But the foundation in the text is 2k foundation for immor- 
tal souls, it is as immortal as tbemsalves ; it is s^fb uni n 

«ActBiy.ll,13. 
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tian as firmly established now, as when Adam, Abel, 
Abraham! Isaac, and Jacob, the Prophets, Apostles, and 
Saints of ancient days built upon tr, and it will remain 
the same to all eternity. Every human soul that does 
not rest an this sure foundation will fail in the day of 
trial. 

My Brethren, let every man try the foundation on which 
he is building, and prove his own work ; for every other 
foundation is sliding sand ; is yielding air ; is a bursting 
bubble, and will be swept away in the terrible day of 
judgment. Our blessed Lord and Saviour in His ser- 
mon on the Mount, the most powerful and the most im- 
portant one ever preached, concluded it, as recorded in 
the seventh chapter of St. Matthew, in these words : — 
*' Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock : And the rain descend- 
ed, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house ; and it fell not : for it was founded 
upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand : And 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house ; and it fell, and great 
was the fall of it. And it came to pass when Jesus 
had ended these sayings, the people were astonished 
at His doctrine : For He taught them as one having au- 
thority, and not as the Scribes."' 

You, my Brethren, I hope are fully aware of all this, I 
trust that God of His innnite goodness and mercy has 
enlightened your understanding, has revealed to you His 
grace, and convinced you that you can rest on no other 
foundation. For, if you are not built up as ** lively 
stones" on this sure foundation^ you will not be partakers 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

If there are any, who have not begun to build on this 
foundationj let me by the mercies of God in Christ Jesus 
beg them to begin the work this very day. 

Secondly, ** Other foundation can no man fay." 

Ever^ man must have some foundation on which to 
build his hopes of happiness hereafter, or being a respon- 

• St Matt m 24-29. 
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sible creature, liable to die, to be levelled with the earth, 
to be called to account by his Creator and his Judge, he • 
will be miserable indeed. It is quite impossible for man- 
kind to divest themselves entirely of the conviction of 
their own responsibility, and of some sense of their duty 
to God. But it is painful to observe on what false foun^ 
d^aions some men build their hopes of Qod's favour, and 
of happiness in a future state. 

We are obliged to notice, with alarm and sorrow, 
some persons trusting to every thing except the true, 
THE ONLY FOUNDATION. Many persous trust to their 
not being addicted to gross vices, though they do not 
love God, nor obey His commandments. Many trust to 
their own moral goodness, forgetting that they sin daily, 
and need supplies of grace, and the intercession of the 
Redeemer. Others trust to the regular performance of 
the Qxtemal duties of religion, exercising the forms with- 
out the power thereof. Many, otherwise well disposed 
persons, build their hopes of acceptance with God on 
their usefulness in society, their acceptable conduct by 
the world, which they think will be equally acceptable 
to God, without considering that it is only throuffh the 
merits of Christ Jesue we can find acceptance* Others 
deceive themselves by building their hopes on the mercy 
of God without obedience to the precepts of the Gospel. 
The more careless, and ungodly even, have some hopes 
of favour with God, though they live without Him, with- 
out Christ, and without Scriptural hope in the world. 
They rush on, building on a foundation of sand, till the 
trial by fire, spoken of by the Apostle in the same chap- 
ter as my text, when their work will pass throuffh tne 
Refiner's hand, and the wood, hay, ana stubble of their 
building will be utterly consumed : or till the rain de- 
scends, and the floods come, and the winds blow, and 
beat upon their house, and it falls, and great will be the 
fall thereof. 

All these, my dear Brethren, are building on the 
vnong foundationj they are not building on thb only 
FOUNDATION — ^that Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ, laid by 
the Grand Architect of the Universe Himself before the 
beginning of the world.; they do not rest entirdy on the 
promises of the Gospel, on His grace, and on the merits 
of the Redeemer, as they should do ; but they rest upon 
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themMlves, and their own works, and they will fail in 
the day of trial and of tempest. 

Oh remember, my Brethren ! what the Apostle saith 
in my text: — ^^ Other foundation can no man lay.*^ Bnild 
not then your hopes of Salvation on any other foundatum; 
on any foundation of your own ; but build on that which 
God has appointed, *' which is Jestis Christ^ 

And this leads me in the third place to the consideration 
of Jesus Christ, as the only foundation. 

Qod, in His own eternal wisdom, settfed the plan of 
the salvation of mankind by Jesus Christ, according to 
His own purpose, for the honour of His great and glorious 
Name, and for the welfare of mankind. It is a mystery 
into which Angels have desired to look without beinff 
gratified. His Omniscience^ or infinite knowledge, could 
only have conceived the mighty plan. His Omnipotence^ 
or almighty power, have carried it into efiect. His Omni* 
presence^ or presence every where, continue its operation 
to all eternity. The Almighty foresaw the fall of man 
by bis own disobedience, and provided a Mediator and 
Redeemer, that all should not nerish, but that some 
should be saved, and receive everlasting life. He could 
hear no Mediator but a Divine Person. He could accept 
no Redeemer but of His own appointment, and therefore 
He sent His only begotten Son into the world, even 
whilst we were disobedient, to take our nature upon 
Him, and to work out our Salvation. 

At such stupendous condescension, mercy, might, ma- 
j^stv, glory, and power, well may we with the Apostle 
Paul, in the eleventh chapter to the Romans and thirty- 
third verse, exclaim — *^ O the depth of the riches bol^ of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable 
are His judgments, and his ways past finding out!" 

The text decllftres, that ^^ other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid^ which is Jesus Chbist*'' Therefore, 
my Brethren, and all this congregation, let us not only 
know that we rely on the right famdaiioni but let us take 
special heed how we build upon it* Our only safeguard is 
constantly to have an eye to the foundation on which we 
stand; we must determine not to know any other foundor 
Hon iBpiritually save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 
This IS the foundation laid before ike beginninj; of the 
world. TIm is real Spiritual knowledge; for in Christ 
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Jesos are hidden all the treasures of Divine wisdom ; to 
know Him truly, and the power of His death and Resur- 
rection, is the sum and substance of the Christian man. 
For he who knows the Son, knows the Father also, and 
the Holy Spirit, by whom he is enabled to confess that 
Jesus is the Christ. 

The man who knows what Christ has done for his 
soul, knows how corrupt his nature is, what the strength 
of sin is, and how unable he is to stand before God 
without the intercession of Jesus, and without the con- 
tinual presence of Divine grace in his heart, both to 
give him the first motives towards holiness, and to keep 
him in the path of life. Ever looking to Christ, he holds 
in vital union all those holy truths of the Divine Being;, 
and his own condition in the world, which the Holy 
Spirit has written for his instruction and edification in 
the Holy Bible. He looks to Christ as the otdyfaundaiiafh 
the only fountain of Salvation. He keeps himself sober, 
watching unto prayer, that he may obtain the continual 
" supply of the Spirit of Grace." 

On that we would indeed, my Brethren, make the 
finmdatum — Jam Chritt — our life, and our glorv ! That 
we would bow our imaginations before ir, ana hush up 
all perverse disputations, in humble reverence at the aw- 
iul mystery of the Divine love revealed to man in U! 

Do you, my Brethren, think sufficiently of Christ, as 
the Lord who has redeemed us by His cross, and by His 
precious blood? On this anniversary of our ancient In- 
stitution I call upon you, my Masonic Brethren, and 
upon all here assembled, by the mercies of God, to re- 
member that ^^ other founbation can no man lay than thai 
is laidy which is Jsairs Christ.'' I call upon you to stand 
firm in the Faith. Let nothing separate you from this 
^finindatian* It is through Christ by prayer we have 
access to God— draw nigh to Him with Faith, believing 
on EUm in the heart, and confessing him with the mouth 
unto Salvation. 

Built upon tkis eternal foundation^ you will then stand 
fast in that day when every man's work shall be tried, 
and proved, and made manifest; and will receive firom 
Christ Jeans that happy benediction, *^ Well done, good 
and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lci4.*' 
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I must DOW, my Brethren, before I conclude, address 
myself more especially to you on this your anniyersary. 
We all bless the Great and Glorious Name of the Most 
High for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life, and for permitting us to meet this day m 
His Holy Temple. Belonging, as you do, to an Institu- 
tion the most ancient probably in the world ; an Institu- 
tion extending from the East to the West, from the 
North to the South — embracing people of all nations 
of the earth, upon whom the sun never sets; an In- 
stitution whose broad philanthropy is only equalled 
by its unlimited bounds; whose laws and principles 
admit of universal application— embracing a chosen 
band of Brethren, associated for benevolent and scien- 
tific purposes ; — you know practically, and religiously, 
the necessity of resting upon the sure foundation of the 
Rock of Ages. 

The operative or practical character of your Institu- 
tion, and your first dawn of Masonic knowledge, was 
ushered in by calling your attention to the foun£uiony as 
I have before observed. 

The Speculative, or Free and Accepted Mason will 
trace with a faithful hand, and rely with a believing 
heart on the sure foundation mentioned in my text. He 
will see in the Volume of the Sacred Law, the passages 
of Scripture, traced by the Divine Spirit in the plain but 
beautitui symbols of operative Masonry. He will trea- 
sure them up in his heart, and seeing their full force and 
beauty, will avail himself of every opportunity of show- 
ing his Brethren how highly he values them, and of 
resting his hopes of happiness hereafter on Ckmt^ the only 
ture foundcaion. He knows that as the Holy Bible is 
ever open in the Lodge for the Spiritual instruction of 
the Brethren, to neglect the study of it would be offen- 
sive to its Almighty Author, and he therefore reads it 
with reverence, relies securely on its promises — ^making 
Christ Jesus his hope, his joy, and his strong Salvation. 

£[e views the Institution as calculated to confer great 
benefits on mankind, even in the present civilized state 
of society. But, when he looks back to the earlier ages 
of the world, before the blessed Gospel dawned upon the 
earth, he sees that it must have been a blessing to man 
kind indeed : as giving — ** Glory to Gh>d in the highest : 
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on earth Peace : Good will toward meB.*'* He sees it is 
an Institution calculated to smooth the rugged path of 
life. Here is the neutral ground^ where^ regardless of na- 
tional prejudices and antipathies, the virtuous, the initi- 
ated or every nation, and language, in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and America, can meet to practise the rites of the 
Order under the all-seeing eye oi the Grand Architect 
of the Universe : carrying forward its benevolent princi- 

?le8 of Brotherly Love^ Reliefs and Truth, — and the greater 
Ihristian Virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

Learning themselves, and instructing others in these 
great moral virtues, whilst imparting also the practical 
and scientific knowledge of the Order. Accompanyinff 
the one with the other; so that, being regulated 
and chastened by the knowledge from on high, what 
is acquired may be alike useful to society, and beneficial 
to the individual, . if he rely on the foundation — Jesus 
Christ. 

Glancing for an instant at the mighty works of the 
Masons of ancient days, in the various kingdoms of the 
earth, since the great migration from Shinar, built of 
materials thought to be indestructible ; and at the state 
in which they are now found ; at the Temple of Solo- 
mon, coiistructed, as you know, with such exactness, 
strength, and skill, by our wise Grand Master — ^yet no 
trace of its foundaHans remain. These, therefore, point 
out to us the instability of worldly things : that earthly 
foundations, however laid by man, perish and decay : and 
that we must, therefore, if we wisn for happiness here- 
after, lift our hearts and thoughts above extihXj founda-- 
tians, and build upon the thb only poundation---Jb8U8 
CmusT — as set forth in the Gospel. 

Allow me briefly to press on your notice the necessity 
of a strict attention to your personal Masonic Duties. 
Be true to your Queen, and just to your Country; love 
the Brotherhood ; let the object of your exertions be to 
live in charity with all mankind, and to do all the good 
you can in your station in life. 

Listen to the advice of your appointed minister in 
this sacred place, who, for many years, with great skill 
and ability, and with advantage to the Craft, filled the 

• St Luke ii. 14. 
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important office which I now hold, that of Chaplain to 
this Frovinee. 

Be panctnal in your attendance at your Lodge ; withr 
hold not your contributions to its funds, lest you cramp 
its benevolence in relieving the wants of the distressed, 
who may claim its assistance ; and above all injure the 
Masonic Schools, and the great public Charities of the 
Institution, which are its Cape Stone, its diadem, its 
glory ! 

Remember that the fatherless, the widow, and the 
orphans of departed Brethren, demand your care and at- 
tention, as well as your distressed Brethren. It is by the 
union of " good men and true" in this great cause, and 
the number of Contributors to these Charities, that the 
great amount of good is done at trifling individual cost 
There is not a true Mason in the world, who would pub- 
licly withhold his approval, or deny his support in some 
way or other, from these great Masonic Charities; and 
yet there are, I fear, many, who do not subscribe to 
them and not being even members of their neighbouring 
Lodges, thus withhold all support to them. If any such 
are present, Oh! let me not appeal to them in vain. 

The Royal Freemasons' School tor female children was 
established in 1788 for maintaining, clothing, and educat* 
ing, the female children, and orphans of reduced Brethren ; 
for protecting and preserving them from the dangers and 
misfortunes to which distressed young females are pecu- 
liarly exposed ; for training them up in the knowledge 
and love of virtue, and in habits of industry, and impress- 
ing on their minds true humility, and the practice of all 
social, moral, and religious duties. Already have nearly 
600 female children been admitted to this School since 
its establishment, and have been apprenticed, or returned 
to their friends, man^ of whom have become ornaments 
of their sex and station, and all of them good and useful 
members of society. Her most excellent Majesty the 
Queen Dowager is the Patroness of this School, the very 
mention of whose worthy name will more strongly re- 
commend it to the fair and lovely portion of my hearers 
than any thing I can add on the present occasion. The 
School House in London will well repay for the time 
occupied in visiting it. 

I must also mention to you the Royal Masonic Institu- 
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Hxm for elothing, educating, and apprenticing the Sons 
of indigent and deceased Freemasons, establislied in 1798. 
The Boys are educated at Schools near the residences of 
their parents, or friends, are furnished with books, taught 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, furnished with proper 
clothing, and, on leaving the Institution, a suitaole ap- 
prentice fee is granted to them. His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Sussex, our Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
is the President of this Institution. 

In addition to these, I briefly mention, " The Annuities 
and general Relief to ased and distressed Freemasons, 
given by the Grand Lodge of England." And '< The 
Annuities granted by the Governors of the Asylum for 
worthy, aged, and decayed Freemasons." 

The9^ my Brethren, together with the relief from the 
private funds of your Lodges, given to the distressed, 
who may call upon you, — claim with irresistible force 
your support. In giving that^ however, I am bound to 
say, that you are not to give it to the injury of your fami- 
lies, or yourselves. 

Still, you have something to give to the child of dia- 
tress, however small, — Remember how acceptable was 
the widow's mite ; and if you cannot give even such as 
that, you have yet something to give^ which, if given with 
a pure and contrite heart, is a pearl of great price, — ^you 
can pray daily to the Father of Mercies for the poor and 
distressed Masons, and for all who suffer want throughout 
the universe, peradventure the Lord may hear their cries, 
and relieve their distresses. 

If any, who know not the nature, the object, and the 
intention of our Institution, should revile it ; return it 
not, heed it not ; but point to these charities^ and, in the 
language of our blessed Saviour, say to them — '* Go and 
do thou likewise."^ Leave them to their own reflections, 
and to God, who can turn their hearts. 

Time will not permit me to say more regarding your 
Masonic Duties, and this is not needful, for you have a 
Provincial Grand Master, and presiding Officers, who will, 
with all kindness and brotherly love, instruct you fully in 
those Duties, and in the mysteries of the Order, on aU 
fitting occasions. 

' St Luke z. 37. 
80 
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In your walk through life, be kind, obliging, eourteous, 
faithful to your trust, be loyal sulnects, good husbands, 
kind parents, bringing up your children '* in the nxutuie 
and admonition of the Lora."* 

Finally, I call your attention, my Brethren, and the 
attention of all this Congregation, once more to the 
words of my text : — "jFor other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

Is this the foundation on which you are building? If it 
is not ; if you are building on any other foundation; on any 
foundation of your own ; let me beseech you, by the 
mercies of God, to consider that your eternal happiness 
depends upon a right choice. Oh consider before it is 
too late ! retrace your steps ; trust in thb only founda- 
tion — Jesus Christ — and in God's own good time you will 
receive the benediction, *' Well done, good and &ithfnl 
servant, enter thou into the joy of the Lord,'*' — into 
mansions **not made with hands, eternal in the hear 
ven8."i<» 

That this may be the happy lot of all of us here as- 
sembled, may God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, Three Persons but one Eternal God, be 
all honor, glory, might, majesty, dominion, and praise, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 

•S^fLi. «StlCsttzz7.aL »ftOsB.T.L 



SERMON III. 

THE SPIRITUAL TBMPLB. 

**Jf(W therefcre ye are no more drangen and foreignerSf but fdlovh 
ciiizens with the samtSt and of the household of God ; And are buut upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chuf corner-stone ; In whom all the building fitly framed together, grweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord ; In whom ye also are builded togSherfor 
an habitation of God through the Spirit" 

Ephuiam iL IS)— 28 

In the beautiful chapter, from which this text is taken, 
the Apostle shews the Christians at Ephesus their former 
ruined state and condition ; for in the nrst verse he says: 
" you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins.'* 

Now, it is probable that he referred also to their 
former idolatry ; for Ephesus was a city of Ionia, the 
capital of the proconsular Asia, possessing the Temple 
of Diana, which was esteemed at that time one of the 
seven wonders of the world: and he was addressinff 
himself to the Ephesian converts, who had been addicted 
to idolatrous mysteries ; for in the second verse he says : 
** Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience.*^ 

And he cautions them of these things, and reminds 
them, that " God, who is rich in mercy, had raised them 
up to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus : 
That in the ages to come He might shew," as I trust I shall 
to you, my dearly beloved Brethren, this day, " the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us, 
through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved» 
through faith ; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God," which He bestowed upon the Gentiles " being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
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from the covenants of promue, having no hope, and 
without God in the world : But now in Christ Jesus, ye, 
who sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ. For He is our peace, who bath made both,'* 
the Jews and the Gentiles, <^ one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us." 

Here the Apostle evidently refers by '* the middle wall 
of partition " to that wall in the temple of Jerusalem, 
which, under the Mosaic dispensation during the cere- 
monial law, separated the court of the uncircumcised 
Gentiles, who came to worship the God of Israel, from 
that of the Jews and circumcised proselytes. On this 
wall of the temple was written in Hebrew and other 
tongues, ^' That no alien might go into it :" which the 
Gentiles felt to be a great denial ; therefore Christ, '' by 
breaking down this partition wall," and making the 
whole one Christian Church, was the peace-maker be- 
tween the Jews and Gentiles, and ^' reconciled both unto 
God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmitv 
thereby : And came and preached peace to you which 
were afar off, and to them that were nigh." 

So that under the Christian dispensation the Jewish 
and Gentile converts all worship together in His temple 
as one body^ and have access to God through the person, 
sacrifice, and mediation of Christ, the prince of^peace, 
under the immediate teaching of the Holy Spirit, as one 
with the Father and the Son in the great work of re- 
demption : as the Apostle declares in the eighteenth 
verse : *^ For through Him we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father." 

And this brief notice of the chapter leads me to my 
text : ^*Now iherrfore ye are no more strangers and/oreignerSf 
butfdUm-ckizens with the saints^ and of the household of God ; 
And are built upon the foundation (fthe apostles and prophets^ 
Jesus Christ Hvmsdfhdng the chirf comer-stone ; In whjom all 
the buildingfiily framed together groweth unto an holt tbm- 
PLB in thel^ord: In whom ye also are builded together for an 
habitation of God through the SpiritJ* 

Having, my dearly beloved Brethren, on two former 
anniversaries, last year at Weymouth, and the previous 
year at Shaftesbury, called your attention to the Foun- 
PATioN, and TO the Chief CTornbr Stone, I purpose now, 
with the Divine aid, to follow out the subject ; to call 
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upon you, as skilful Masons, as Brethren of the same fel- 
lowship, to rear upon this chirfcomer'Stone — this firm Fcunr 
dation — an Edifice " fitly framed together," worthy of 
your ancient Institution, — "a holy temple to the 
Lord " — into which " ye also mav be builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 

Indeed, I shall call upon you as a Christian Minister, 
by the mercies of God in Christ Jesus, to follow Saint 
Paul and the Christian Converts at Ephesus, to remember 
that ^* ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the Saints, and of the household of God ;" 
And must, if you expect Salvation, ^' be built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner stone ; In whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holv 
temple in the Lord ; In whom," if you will be happy 
for ever in Heaven, *' ye also must be builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 

Having then shewn, on the two former anniversaries, 
"Christ the Chief Corner Stone, The Head of the Cor- 
ner:" — ^and "Jesus Christ the only secure Foundation :" 
— ^I now propose, with the Divine blessing, to shew 
you : — 

First, — "TAirf years no more stranfterB and foreigners^ but 
feUouhdtizeiu with the saints^ and of me hotisehold oj Ood ;" 

Secondly, — ^^That in Jesus Christ aU the building Jitly 
framed together groweth unto an holt temple in the 
Lord:'' 

Thirdly, — "/n whom ye also are builded together for an 
habitation if God through the Spirit" 

First then, — " Te are no more strangers and foreigners 
but fdUjw^izens with the saintSj and of the household of 
Gol'' 

All the Nations of the Earth, except the Jews, were 
called " strangers " to the God of Israel ; but the Jews 
were said to oe near unto Him. And the Apostle re- 
minds the Ephesian Converts, in the twelfth verse of this 
chapter, that they had been " aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:** 
but, that " God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins^ 
hath quickened us together with Christ, and hath raised 
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us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus : that in the ages to came He might 
shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
towards us through Christ Jesus/' Here the Apostle 
expressly declares that ^*in the ages to come*^ God ** would 
shew the exceeding riches of His grace." 

Think only for an instant of the condescension of the 
Almighty, and of His stupendous. His unutterable mer- 
cy to the GentUesy who were *' aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world :" 
Strangers and Foreigners ! who set the visible Church of 
God at that time in the world at delSance, — that Church 
in which His oracles were deposited, — ^Uis prophecies of 
the Messiah recorded, — ^and that covenant made with 
Israel at Sinai amid the lightnings, and thunders, which 
shook the holy mountain to its base, — were only to be 
found. 

And yet, my Brethren, these Stranffers, these Foreign- 
ers, and indeed I mav add these Rebels against this great 
Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, hath He saved with an 
everlasting salvation. *' For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life."i 

Christ, therefore, is the only means of reconciliation 
with God, and of the union of the Gentile Converts of all 
nations, tongues, and people, with the Jewish believers 
in one church; for He has effected a cordial peace between 
them, and hath '* reconciled both unto God in one body by 
the Cross." By fulfilling in His own person the typical 
institutions of the Ceremonial Law, — and breaking down 
that '* partition wall," which divided them from each 
other ; so that now, << ye are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the sunts, and of the 
household of God." 

Yes! No longer ^^ strangers and aliens," but fellow- 
citizens of the Heavenly Jerusalem with the most emi- 
nent saints of Israel, and belonging to the household of 
God, not merely as servants of His will, but as children 
of His mercy. Oh the height, and the breadth, and the 

1 St John m. IS. 
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depth of the Love of Qod, for that whilst we were ene- 
mies, He has ^ven us His salvation ! Christ ^^ hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition," and opened the 
kingdom of Heaven to all equally, who truly believe in 
Him, without the least previous distinction of nation^ 
bloody pro/essum^ or religum ; — all that being now abotiskedt 
to make way for a more enlarged and glorious kingdom 
9olely by a livdy Faith in Him^ which is now made the only 
distinction amon^ men. For <' the handwriting of ordi- 
nances was against and contrary to the Gtentiles,"' who 
were kept off thereby from becoming the people of Ood ; 
which constituted the emnity between Jews and Gen- 
tiles ; which Christ abolished to make way for their union 
into one body under Him as their Head. 

If then there is, this day, amons my Masonic Brethren, 
a descendant of the House of Judah, or of Israel, let me 
call upon him to remember that he is a Member of an Insti- 
tution both ancient and honmmible ; ancient as having sub- 
sisted from time immemorial, — howmrahle as tending to 
make all those so, who will be conformable to its precepts. 
That in that Institution there is no " middle wall of par- 
tition," but Jews and Gentiles of every Nation, King- 
dom, Tongue, and People, can meet on neutral ground, 
not ** as strangers and foreigners," but as Brethren, and 
fellow-citizens, having for their unerring guide the Volume 
of the Sacred Law ever open before them, to instruct them 
in the Duties of Faith, of Hope, and of Gharitv. 

Examine it then, ponder over it, with a fidthful and 
true heart ; for that Sacred Volume records the mercies 
Gh)d vouchsafed to His chosen people; records their 
mighty acts whilst fulfilling obediently His Divine com- 
mands ; records the judgments of God for their disobe- 
dience ; records the prophecies of their dispersion in all 
lands, and their sufferings ; records the prophecies of the 
Messiah, which have been literally fulfilled, and also 
records the prophecies of their restoration with the 
redeemed to the Heavenly Jerusalem in His own good 
time. 

Secondly, — That in Jesus Christ *^ ail the buUdin^f Jithf 
framed together groweth unto an holt tbmplb tn the 
Lord:' 

* OoL ii. 14 
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In this paBsaffe the Apostle Paul, anxious to shew the 
importance of the subject, likens the Spiritual Edifice of 
Christ's Church to the Holy Temple at Jerusalem, buUtbj 
our Grand Master, King Solomon. 

No earthly object was so dear to his countrymen as 
the Temple; no place so holy, — no trophy, honor, or 
glory was deemed so great and excellent as the Temple 
of the Lord God of Israel, — for it was built of most 
costly materials according to the matchless plan given 
by Divine inspiration : It was '* fitly framed together," 
and grew sUentlvt without the noise of axe, hammer, or 
any other metal tool to pollute it, under the consummate 
skill of the Masonic Builders, into a magn^ceru Temple; 
and was finished, furnished, and dedicated with all the 

Splendour and srandeur that the wisest and richest of 
astern Monarchs could conceive, in the presence of the 
<^ assembled elders of Israel, the heads oi all the tribes, 
the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel,"' and the 
whole conffregation. 

Above all it was sanctified hy the Divine Presence; for 
the eighth chapter of the first book of the Kings declares 
— that no sooner had the priests deposited the ark of the 
covenant, containing the two tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at Horeb, and were come out of the 
holy place, than the clould filled the house of the Lord, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister because of 
the cloud : '^/ar the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 
the Lord:' 

It was ihisy which rendered the Temple so holy, so 
exalted, so superior to every other edifice of ancient or 
modem days : It was fAu, which induced the Prophets 
and the Apostles, who wrote the sacred Scriptures, when 
they would exalt to the highest the Divine Majesty, and 
raise the Believer in Jesus to the greatest honour, to refer 
to the Temple of the Lord, the beauty of Zion. 

Solomon wishing still to exalt God before his people, 
and to shew His Omnipotence, His Omniscience, Mis 
Omnipresence, exclaimed at the dedication of this beau- 
teous fabric : — " But will God, indeed, dwell on the earth ? 
behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
Thee ; how much less this house that I have builded ?"^ 

* 1 Kings viu. 1, 2. « 1 EingB viii. 27. 
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This profession before all the people was doubtless in- 
tended by Solomon as a lesson of humility for the work- 
men, and himself, and as such was acceptable to God — ^for 
although the materials were costly, the ornaments rich, 
the workmanship superb and excellent, it shrunk into 
insignificance before the presence of the mighty God of 
Jacob. 

And here I remark the coincidence, which exists be- 
tween this declaration of Solomon, and the principles 
of your own Institution : '* The Universe is the Temple 
of the Lord whom we serve : Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty are around His throne as pillars of His work : 
for His Wisdom is infinite. His Strength is in Omnipo- 
tence, and His Beauty shines forth in all His creation 
in symmetry, and order. The heavens He hath extended 
as a canopy, the earth hath He planted as His footstool, 
He crowneth His Temple with the stars as with a dia- 
dem, and in His hand He extendeth the power and the 
glory, the sun and the moon are but messengers of His 
will, and all His law is concord." 

And it is declared in the seventh chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles — '* Howbeit the Most High dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands ; as saith the prophet, 
Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool : what 
house will ye build me? saith the Lora : or what is the 
place of my rest? Hath not my han(j made all these 
things?" 

But, my Brethren, you are aware that the Temple of 
Solomon, so beautiful, and so magnificent, escapea not 
the unsparing ravages of barbarian force. Neither has 
the second Temple built by Zerubbabel, after his return 
from the Babylonish captivity, shared a better fate. This 
should remind you of the instability of all earthlv things, 
and that for the sins of the Jewish nation, and the rejec- 
tion of our Saviour, these things were permitted to come 
to pass. 

Thb Holt Tbuplb *< fitly framed together," referred 
to in the text, is not a terrestrial, but a celestial Temple, 
— ^it is the Temple of the Lord Jesus ChriBt, — ^it is ▲ 
Spiritual Tbmplb that is '* incorruptible and undefiled» 
and that fadeth not away,"^ — "Not made with handa, 

•IP^ii. 
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eternal in the heayens:*** ^<0n its walls are written 
Salvation ; on its gates Praise."^ 

An entrance can only be obtained to ir by fervent 
prayer : its steps of ascent are Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Over its everlasting portal is written *^ Holiness to the 
Lord." 

It is all glorious within ; for the Eternal Godhead is its 
light, its beauty, its glory. Around His throne Angels 
and Archangels with the trump of God herald His 
praise : and *' Cherubim, and Seraphim : continually do 
cry, Holy, Holy, Holy : Lord God of Sabaoth ; Heaven 
and Earth are full of the Majesty of thy gloir/' And 
the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, and millions 
of the Redeemed will for ever sing : honor, and glory, 
and power, and might, and majesty, and dominion, and 
praise, to God and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

The Temple of Jerusalem, though beautiful as it un- 
doubtedly was, sinks into insignificance in comparison of 
this matchless^ etemaly celestial Temple^ into which you may 
be '^ fitly framed together," if you truly believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

This Spiritual Temple then ^4s built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief Corner Stone." It is a Temple 
of immortal souls in holy love ''fitly framed together:" 
every one tnysteriously and separately prepared whilst 
sojouminff here below. 

Bemenaber, my dear Brethr^i, that all the workman- 
ship, all the preparation, must be done here before you 
die : neglect this, and you are lost : you will be undone : 
you will perish for ever ; for, beyond this life, no means 
of Grace will be extended to you ; no sermons will be 
preached to warn you ; no trials to soften your hearts, 
and make you meet for the heavenly Jerusalem. The 
meek, the patient, the lovely Saviour will not then 
longer entreat you. Nor will the Holy Spirit strive to 
convince you of sin. 

If you now neglect all these^ you will be cast aside as 
bad materials, bad workmanship, unprepared, not meet 
to form any portion of this SpirUual^ this neavaUy Ta^Ut 
but will be thrust into outer darkness, where is weeping* 

• 2 Oor. V. 1. "^ Iflu be la 
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and wailingi and gnashing of teeth, for your work 
bearing neither proving nor trial will be burned ever- 
lastingly. 

If there are any here present, who neglect this indis- 
pensable work, I call upon you to *' consider your ways 
and be wise ;" I call upon you '* to repent of vour 
former sins, stedfastly purposing to lead a new life, to 
have a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ 
Jesus,'' — "to work whilst it is called to-day, for the 
night cometh when no man can work." 

Christ has said, '' He that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out: Come then every one that thirsteth, 
Come and drink of the water of life freely, without 
money, aud without price." Commence this day the 
preparation for Eternity, throw yourself upon the Saviour 
of mankind by a lively faith in His redeeming love, and 
He will grant you His Salvation, — so that you may be 
" fitly framed" into His Spiritual Temple. 

Thirdly, — "/w whom ye aUo are builded together far (tn 
habitation of God through the SpirtL*^ 

My Brethren, examine yourselves, and see if ye are 
preparing to be builded into thit Spiritual Temple. Do 
you, by earnest prayer, and the appointed means of Grace, 
seek to render yourselves " an habitation of God through 
the Spirit?" Do you look to the Saviour, and live by 
Faith in Him ? Are- you heartily desirous of being 
builded into His Temple? upon Christ, the only secure 
foundation f the chief Comer Stone f Do you labour to 
convince mankind, and especially His chosen people, of 
the great Truths of the Gospel, and abound in offices of 
love to them ? Do you live in humble dependance upon 
God the Father, as the Giver of all good ? upon God the 
Son, as the Redeemer of the world ? upon God the Holy 
Ghost, as the Comforter, the Sanctifier? 

If you do, then most assuredly God will visit you 
through His Holy Spirit, He will sanctifv you, and lead 
you l^ide the waters of comfort to the fountain of 
Eternal Salvation. 

For the Blood of Christ will ransom you ; the Grace 
of Christ will work upon you, to transform vou from the 
mass of ruins to which the fall of man, ana your trans- 
gressions have reduced you, and bring you out of this 
mass of rainsi according to *' His Wis&m, Strength, and 
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Beauty/' in due shape, and meet to be boilded into Hu 
Spiritual T^mplb. 

For the Apostle Paul saith : *^ Know ye not that ye 
are the Tempu of God, and that the Spirit of Qod dwell- 
eth in you ? If any man defile the Temple of Ood, him 
shall Qod destroy ; ror the Temple of God is holy, which 
Temple ye are."' ' 

Therefore, my beloyed Brethren, accept from me in 
all Christian charity this caution, and become worthy of 
the high yocation to which ye are called. For ** ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow*citizens with 
the Saints, and of the household of God ; And are built 
upon the /aundaium of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief Comer Stone; In whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord : In whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 

Before I conclude, I must call your attention to the 
uncertainty of human life ; for since our last anniyersary, 
it hath pleased the Almighty Architect of the Uniyerse 
to take to Himself many eminent Brethren, and amongst 
them our beloyed and late Royal Grand Master, the DiSie 
of Sussex. He, you know, was a Prince of the illustrious 
House of Brunswick, and was fully imbued with a know- 
ledge of those principles upon which his ancestors were 
called to the Throne of these Kingdoms. 

He loyed his Country, was strongly attached to the 
British Constitution, and to those pnnciples of Ciyil and 
Religious Liberty which, under Divine Proyidenee, are 
the boast of this favoured Land. 

He was a faithful member of the Church of England. 
Two hours daily he was occupied in the study of the 
Volume of the SeMsred Law : his love of the Bible cannot 
be better proved than by the great anxiety and industry 
he displayed in collecting copies of the Holy Scriptures 
in every language and from every country. It is said the 
Prince possessed as many as five thousand copies ; and 
as he was a most excellent Hebrew Scholar, an accom- 
plished Linguist, and devoted much of his time to their 
study, he, doubtless, profited greatly from it. 

In his last illness he desired the Prayers of the Church ; 

• 1 Cor. m. 16, 17. 
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and, at the closing scene, he expressed a wish that all his 
household should be assembled around the death-bed of 
their Royal and beloved master, that they may see how 
calmly a Christian Prince could depart in peace in the 
hope of a glorious immortality. 

As a Mason he was deeply skilled in the science ; and 
the loss which the Institution has sustained cannot be 
readily supplied. We must fervently pray, and firmly 
rely on the mercies of the Grand Architect of the Uni- 
verse, that He will raise up a successor in His own good 
time endued with wisdom from on high. 

As a Patron of the Arts and Sciences, and of every use* 
ful and charitable Institution, he was a sincere and de~ 
voted friend ; and not merely by the eloquence of his 
tongue, but by the stores of his purse added to their 
prosperity. 

Although anxious to shew forth, and maintain his own 
Faith ; yet according to the principles of our Order he 
held out the right hand of fellowship to others. To God's 
ancient People, the Jews, he was a faithful friend and 
protector, and so great was their love for him, that the 
prayers anciently pronounced over their own Princes were 
rehearsed on the day of his interment. 

As he lived beloved, so he died resetted by his Coun- 
try, and by none more than by the Free and Accepted 
Masons of England, over whom he for thirty years pre- 
sided with such zeal and ability, and also by the Order 
throughout the world, who have a well grounded hope, 
that through the merits of his Redeemer, having been 
prepared in this earthly tabernacle, and '* built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Chnst Him- 
self being the chiet Corner Stone," he is ^* fitly framed " 
into Christ's Spiritual Temple in the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

Let us then, my dear Brethren, improve ourselves by 
our reflections on this subject. You see, no rank, no 
elevation of character can stop the approach of death; 
no attainments can neutralize its power ; no wisdom can 
lift us above its reach. The heart which has been chosen 
and consecrated, and long dwelt in as the TempUofGtoi 
-^tbe heart in communion with Jehovah, and well nigh 
meet for His Kingdom ; the heart warm with the love 
of Heaven, and expanding with a foretaste of its joys, ^ 
must sleep the sleep of death. 
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The Chrigtian often feels himself so burthened with 
sin, that, like an unhappy captive carrying about a loath- 
some and intolerable weight, he exclaims in the anguish 
of his soul with the Apostle : ** O wretched man that I 
am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?'" 
Are you, my Brethren, anxious for a deliverance *' from 
the body of this death V* If so, then prepare now by all 
the means of Grace to be *' fitly framed " into Christ's 
Spiritual Temple^ and you will rise triumphant over death 
and the grave to be '* fellow-citizens with the Saints, and 
of the household of God ; and be built upon ** the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief Comer Stone." 

For there is no Deliverer, but the Saviour ; no city 
of refuge, but the Heavenly Jerusalem ; no rest for your 
souls, but in the free Grace of a pardoning God. nely 
here^ and you are more than conquerors through Christ 
who loved you, and gave Himself for you. He is the 
Bock of your Salvation, and your sure refuge. 

You will then view thsfaU of Man, and the introduc- 
tion of death into the world thereby, as ike vista leading 
to immortality. 

By the Salvation of Jesus all iu terrors are dispelled, 
and the Christian can with confidence exclaim with the 
Apostle : <* O death ! where is thy sting ? O grave ! 
wnere is thy victory ?"^* 

The mighty plan of Redemption opens to true Chris- 
tians a view of the certainty of being *' fellow-citizens 
with the Saints, and of the household of God " — ^* Sons 
of God, and ioint-heirs with Christ." 

Instead of inhabiting this earthly tabernacle you will 
be BXALTBD by God to inhabit His celestial Temple^ pre- 
pared for the redeemed from the foundation of the world. 
You will no longer be troubled with earthly things, but 
you will join the company of Angels, the Prophets, 
Apostles, Martyrs, and the Redeemed in the blissfiil 
mansicnB of eternal felicity : there to enjoy such heavenly 
pleasures as <* eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive :"" 
^^ Where there is no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 



• Rom. vii. 24. ^ 1 Cor. xv. 66. 

» 1 Oor. ii. 9. 
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to shine in it ; for the glory of God lightens it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof/''^ 
I exhort you, that, like your late Royal Grand Master, 

Jou study every day the Holy Scriptures ; for in them ye 
ave eternal life. Attend in this sacred place regularly 
to the exhortations of your appointed Ministers ; for they 
will shew you the way of life, rightly dividins the word 
of Truth, so that you may attain everlasting felicity. 

Attend also to your Masonic Duties ; be punctual at 
your Lodge, and you will will find your Provincial Grand 
Master, or his presiding Officers, anxious to afford you 
information and assistance. 

Withhold not your contributions to your Lodges, lest 
the Masonic Charities, intended to relieve the widow, the 
fatherless, the aged, the poor, the afflicted, and the dis- 
tressed, should suffer want. 

The School for the maintenance and education of fe- 
male Children, patronized by the Queen Dowager, and 
the Royal Masonic Institution for clothing, educating, 
and apprenticing the Sons of indigent and deceased 
Brethren, claim yaurnipport; as also the Royal Masonic 
Benevolent Annuity Fund for s ranting annuities to poor, 
aged, and infirm Brethren, and the Asylum for aged and 
decayed Freemasons* I am bound, however, to caution 
you in these respects not to exceed the limits of pru- 
dence. 

It is the practice of Benevolence and Charity that 
endears the Institution to the true Mason. With Saint 
Paul he exclaims ; ^* Charity never faileth ; but whether 
there be prophecies, they shall fail ; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease ; whether there be knowled^, 
it £all vanish away:"'' — ^but Charity f blessed Chanty j 
will shine resplendent for ever, and ever, in Heaven. 

For the Charity of the Grand Architect of the Uni- 
verse, is like the light of Heaven : it expands through 
all space : to all the Creation in universal Benevolence ; 
k is pure, undefiled, and fadeth not away, et-ernal in the 
Heavens : k is seen in ever^ act of the Almighty : but 
in none known to t», does k shme with such amazinja; bril- 
liancy, splendour, and love a»inthe Salvation tfSmnen: 
** for God 90 loved the world, that He gave his only begotten 

»BtT.xxL2S. »10or.xiiLa 
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Saih that whofloeyer believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life."^^ Think then, my dear 
Brethren, of this ; for this is Charity from on high, this is 
Benevolence, this is Love indeed, unutterable, and full 
of glory. ^ 

Practise then the great principles of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity — ^the Foundation, the edifice, and the glorious 
Cape Stone of your ancient Institution. 

It s my duty on this occasion to repeat, what it is 
your happiness to know, and to fulfil, — ^that as Masons 
you are required to be, as your ancient Brethren have 
always been, true to your Queen, and just to your Country $ — 
to teach all within the sphere of your acquaintance to be 
hyal} — to assist readily in putting down all disloyalty 
or rebellion. To follow Temperance, Fortitude, Pru- 
dence, and Justice, in your walk through this life. To 
be good Husbands, kmd Parents, ^Uraining up your 
Children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."" 

Let not your zeal for Masonry, exceed the bounds of 
discretion, or lead you into argument with persons, who 
may ridicule our system ; but extend your pity toward 
those, who may be apt through ignorance to contemn 
what they never had an opportunity to comprehend. 
Direct them to the Masonic Charities^ as the visible Jruits of 
the Institution to the world ; and desire them to '< go 
and do likewise." 

In all the relations of life, be faithful, and sincere — 
performing every Civil, Moral, and Religious Duty, with 
Freedonif Fervency f and Zeal. 

Finally, my Brethren, and all this Congregation, I call 
upon you to prepare by earnest Prayer, and all the ap- 

S anted means of Grace, to be *< fitly framed into the 
oly Temple of the Lord," so that, in His own good time, 
*^ ye may be builded together for an habitation of Qod 
tiu-ough the Spirit." 

To look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the Author and 
Finisher of your Faith, and to rely entirely on His Salva- 
tion. ** For I have not shunned to declare unto you all 
the counsel of God."" 

^* And now. Brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
the word of His Grace, which is able to build you up, 

'« St John, 111. 16. » Bph. vi 4. » Ads, xx. 27. 
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and to give you an inheritance among all them whick 
are sanctified."^'' 

** Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of His 
gloij with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen."" 

" Acts, XX. 32. » Jude, 24, 25. 
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